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LESSON SIX

OVERCAUTIONLESS 
Eccl 11:1-6

11:1 The Value of Diligence 

Cast your bread upon the waters, for you will find it after many days. 2 Give a serving to seven, and also to eight, for you do not know what evil will be on the earth. 3 If the clouds are full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth; and if a tree falls to the south or the north, in the place where the tree falls, there it shall lie. 4 He who observes the wind will not sow, and he who regards the clouds will not reap. 

5 As you do not know what is the way of the wind, or how the bones grow in the womb of her, who is with child, so you do not know the works of God who makes everything. 6 In the morning sow your seed, and in the evening do not withhold your hand; for you do not know which will prosper,

Either this or that, or whether both alike will be good. NKJV
‘Send your bread forth upon the waters; for after many days you will find it.’ ‘Distribute portions to seven or even to eight, for you cannot know what misfortune may occur on earth.’ ‘If the clouds are filled, they will pour down rain on the earth; and [if a tree falls to the south or to the north, the tree will stay where it falls emendation yields, “if a thunderbolt (lit. arrow, cf. e.g. 2 Samuel 22:15) falls…where the thunderbolt falls, only there will it strike.”].’ ‘If one watches the wind, he will never sow; and if one observes the clouds, he will never reap.’ ‘Just as you do not know how the life breath passes into [so many MSS. And Targum; most MSS. Read “like”] the limbs within the womb of the pregnant woman, so you cannot foresee the actions of God, who causes all things to happen.’ ‘Sow your seed in the morning, and don’t hold back your hand in the evening since you don’t know which is going to succeed, the one or the other, of if both are equally good.’ Ecclesiastes 11:1-6 Tanakh
11:1-10: Seize the day, for the future is dark and uncertain. Three sections take up this theme, vv. 1-6, 7-8, and 9-10.  11:1-6: The initial advice, about casting bread and giving a portion, was understood by rabbinic Sages (e.g. Eccl. Rab.) to mean to act generously to others, because it may be repaid you, and even in a time of your own misfortune. The misfortune here, however, is probably the general uncertainty Koheleth has else where expressed about the course of life, such that one should not be cowed by this uncertainty into avoiding a charitable deed.

11:2: The sequence seven-eight is a conventional expression, in biblical and Canaanite literature, for a significant quantity. 11:3: The following observations appear to move away from uncertainty as they describe inevitable cause-and-effect actions in the natural world. Yet uncertainty in the matter of timing – a matter that Koheleth has already discussed explicitly several times, especially in 3:1-11.

The point seems to be that even if humans know that clouds bring rain and trees fall, they cannot predict when these actions will occur. 11:4-5: Thus, anyone who wastes too much time calculating the occurrence of meteorological phenomena will not get on with the basic activities of planting and reaping.

What humans do not know about nature, then, is confirmed by what they do not know about their own birth, and all of this only under scores that they do not understand the essential actions (“ma’aseh”) of God, who is behind all of these and everything else. 11:6: Summing up the whole matter, Koheleth returns to the earlier agricultural theme and asserts that faced with uncertainty about the future, it is better to sow and till than to do nothing, because at least then there is a chance of success. 
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ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER ELEVEN

Eccl 11:1

There ought to be no division between Eccl 10:20 and Eccl 11:1.

As if in contrast to the self-indulgence described in Eccl 10:16-19, the opposite virtue, readiness to give to others, is inculcated. The use of the word "bread" in both Eccl 10:19 (see the note) and Eccl 11:1 points the contrast.
Verse 1. The verse means: "Show hospitality, even though the corresponding return of hospitality to you may seem improbable; nevertheless, be hospitable in faith." Compare Luke 14:13-14; Heb 13:2. Some interpreters (not unreasonably) understand by "bread" the seed from the produce of which bread is made. Seed cast upon the fertile soil flooded by the early rains would be returned to the sower in autumn with large increase. (From Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

Eccl 11:1-2

Since the future is always unpredictable, even "the best laid schemes of mice and men gang aft a-gley (go oft astray)." Therefore a man must be willing to take risks if he is to achieve any sort of success. The person who waits until he is certain will wait forever.

Verse 1-2. Cast thy bread upon the waters. There is no certain explanation of this proverb. Traditionally, it has been seen as an exhortation to liberality or charity, which one is to cast (lit., (send forth) before others without any immediate realization of gain, but which will return someday to reward its giver (cf. Luke 16:9). But perhaps the verse is to be read. "Cast your bread upon the waters (strange though this may seem), yet you may find it after many days." Read thus, it refers to the uncertainty of this life, in which even an apparently unwise action may yield reward. 2. Give a portion to seven. Here is another emphasis on the uncertainty of life's outcomes even when wisdom is used. Translate, "Give a portion to seven, or even to eight (that is, be wise in your investments); yet you do not know what evil may happen on earth."

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1962 by Moody Press. All rights reserved.)

Eccl 11:3-8

If the clouds be full of rain. This is at the heart of the author's argument, and seems to be part of verses 4-6. It is an argument against over cautiousness, in the light of nature's unpredictability and man's inability to change it. 4. He that observes the wind. The ideal time for action is always uncertain, but one must act sometime if work is to be accomplished. If one worries about storms before he sows or reaps, no crops will be grown or gathered.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1962 by Moody Press. All rights reserved.)

Eccl 11:3-6

"Unforeseen events come from God; and the man who is always gazing on the uncertain future will neither begin nor complete any useful work: but do thou bear in mind that times and circumstances, the powers of nature and the results to which they minister, are in the hand of God; and be both diligent and trustful." The images are connected chiefly with the occupation of an agricultural laborer: the discharge of rain from the cloud, and the inclination of the falling tree, and the direction of the wind, are beyond his control, though the result of his work is affected by them. The common application of the image of the fallen tree to the state of departed souls was probably not in the mind of the inspired writer.
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Verse 5. [Spirit] The same Hebrew word (like Pneuma (NT: 4151) in Greek and "Spirit" in English) signifies both the wind (Eccl 11:4) and the Spirit (compare marginal reference). The Old Testament in many places recognizes the special operation of God (Job 10:8-12; Ps 139:13-16; Jer 1:5), and distinctly of the Spirit of God (Job 31:15) in the origination of every child. Compare Gen 2:7.
(From Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

Luke 12:16-21 A lesson in just what is important in life and why.
16 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully.  

17 And he thought within himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?'  

18 So he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry."'  20 But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?'  21 "So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."  NKJV
Luke 12:13-34

This rich man was more concerned about getting money than hearing the Word of God (see 8:14). He wanted Jesus to solve his problems but not save him from his covetousness! Had Jesus made a just division of the property, this would not have solved the problem, for "the heart of every problem is the problem in the heart." The statement in v. 15 contradicts the philosophy of the world and is illustrated in the parable (vv. 16-21). Money does not necessarily solve problems; it created new problems for this farmer. It is not a sin to be wealthy, but it is a sin to make wealth your god (Col 3:5). Note the emphasis the farmer gave to himself ("I" and "my"). 
Wealth can be a window through which we see God (1 Tim 6:17) or a mirror in which we see only ourselves. It can make us generous or selfish, depending on what is in our hearts. The rich are prone to be covetous, and the poor are prone to worry. Both are sins. When we substitute things for life, we stop living by faith and trusting God. All of nature trusts God to meet their needs, and so should we. Worry only tears us down. The key to a worry-free life is a heart fixed wholly on God (v. 31; Matt 6:33). This is the "undivided outlook" of 11:34-36. If we belong to God, then it is His obligation to care for us; so we need not worry.

(From Wiersbe's Expository Outlines on the New Testament. Copyright © 1992 by Chariot Victor Publishing, an imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved.)
Eccl 11:7-10

7 Truly the light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to behold the sun; 8 but if a man lives many years and rejoices in them all, yet let him remember the days of darkness, for they will be many.

All that is coming is vanity. 9 Seek God in Early Life Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, And let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth; Walk in the ways of your heart, And in the sight of your eyes; But know that for all these  God will bring you into judgment. 10 Therefore remove sorrow from your heart, and put away evil from your flesh, for childhood and youth is vanity. NKJV
James 4:13-16

13 Do Not Boast About Tomorrow Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit"; 14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that." 16 But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. NKJV
ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER ELEVEN

‘How sweet is the light, what a delight for the eyes to behold the sun!’  ‘Even if a man lives many years, let him enjoy himself in all of them, remembering how many the days of darkness are going to be. The only future is nothingness!’ ‘O youth, enjoy yourself while you are young! Let your heart lead you to enjoyment in the days of your youth. Follow the desires of your heart and the glances of your eyes –but know well that God will call you to account for all such things.’- ‘and banish care from your mind, and pluck sorrow out of your flesh! For youth and black hair are fleeting.’ Ecclesiastes 11:7-10 Tanakh
11:7-8: These vv. Look at the “seize the day” theme by contrasting the pleasure of living, expressed as the sweet goodness of experiencing the light of the sun (cf. 6:6; 7:11), with the coming days of darkness and the nothingness (“hevel”) they bring – the days here referring to death and the pains of old age that immediately precede it (cf. 12:1-2; 6:3-4). Given the darkness that is to come, Koheleth again emphasizes that humans must enjoy life while they have it. 11:9-10: This enjoyment is something best suited to the young, and so Koheleth advises them not to lose that opportunity, since youth is something fleeting (“hevel,” echoing the “hevel” of verse 8, but in another of its senses).
The observation that the way a young person behaves will eventually be judged by God has been regarded by some modern interpreters as an orthodox addition to the original text of Koheleth, since it presumably clashes with the uncertainty about knowing God that Koheleth otherwise expresses. But Koheleth’s hope in the possibility of divine judgment was already stated in 3:17, where it seems natural to the context, and so it could be here.                                                             Jewish Study Bible

11:7-12:8
YOUTH. (see Page 14 chapter ten)

C
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    K-1  11:-8-.     Remembrance.
Days of darkness.


        L-1  11:-8.       Vanity.
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Rejoice.
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       L-2  11:10.        Vanity.

           J-3   12:1-.
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Remember.


   K-3  12:-1-7.    Knowledge.
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                   L-3  12:8.
         Vanity.

Eccl 11:7-10

The preceding exhortation to a life of labor in the sight of God is now addressed especially to the active and the young; and is enforced by another consideration, namely, the transitory character of all that sustains youth.

Verse 7. [The light ... the sun] Gifts of God which cheer man's toil, but which he almost ceases to appreciate in his old age.

Verse 8. [Days of darkness] The time of old age, and perhaps any time of sorrow or misfortune. Compare Eccl 12:2.
[All that cometh] i.e., "The future," which must not be reckoned on by the active man, as if his present state of healthy energy were to continue.
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Verse 9. [Rejoice ... cheer ... walk] The imperative mood is used to encourage one who possesses certain gifts from God to remember that they come from God and are to be used in accordance with His will.

[In the ways ...] The words are probably used in an innocent sense (Eccl 2:10; Prov 16:9).

[Judgment] This includes a judgment beyond the grave; though the writer's view of it was dim and indefinite if compared with Christian's.

Verse 10. The sense appears to be, "Let the timely recollection of God's judgment, and of the fleeting character of youth, so influence your conduct that you will refrain from acts which entail future remorse and pain."

(From Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

Eccl 11:9-10

Make the most of youthful days, when the pleasures of life can still be enjoyed, instead of waiting until old age, when vitality is gone. Yet God's way, not debauchery, must be the guide to pleasure. God will bring thee into judgment. The author recommends intelligent pleasure. Satisfy your heart's desires, he says, but remember that God has certain requirements for living, and that he punishes excess and abuse of his will. This thought is continued in verse 10 in the words remove sorrow and put away evil.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1962 by Moody Press. All rights reserved.)

12:-1-7

KNOWLEDGE.
DAYS OF EVIL.

A
12:-1.

Evil days.
Approach.
(Fig.).

  B-1        12:2-4.
   Figures. Luminaries, &c.

       C-1      12:5-.
      Literal.    Fear.



External.

  B-2        12:-5-.            Figures. Almond tree &c.

      C-2      12:-5.     
      Literal.    Failure.

  B-3       12:6.

  Figures. Silver cord &c.


Internal.

A
12:7.

Evil days.
(Literal).

OLD AGE
12:3 keepers of the house: i.e. the arms of the body. House. The human body is often compared to a house (Isaiah 38:12; Job 4:19; 2 Corinthians 5:1, 2; 2 Peter 1:13). The strong men: i.e. the legs. The Hebrew word is Geber. The grinders: i.e. the teeth. Those that look out of the windows: i.e. eyes (“those” is feminine, agreeing with the Hebrew “eyes”). Windows – lattices = the eyelids.

12:4 the doors = the openings: i.e. the mouth and ears. Sound of the grinding is low: i.e. the mastication with gums instead of teeth is low. Rise up = start: referring to insomnia. The daughters of music: I.e. songs &c. the product of music shall be brought low.

12:5 Afraid: i.e. of ascending heights. Fears shall be in the way: i.e. apprehensions of danger in journeying. Almond tree shall flourish: i.e. grey hairs shall grow scanty, or drop off. Desire shall fail. “Desire” = the caperberry. Both for appetite and sexual desires.   The Companion Bible
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Eccl 12:1-5

12:1 Seek God in Early Life 

Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, before the difficult days come, and the years draw near when you say, "I have no pleasure in them": 2 while the sun and the light, the moon and the stars, Are not darkened, And the clouds do not return after the rain; 3 In the day when the keepers of the house tremble, And the strong men bow down; When the grinders cease because they are few, And those that look through the windows grow dim; 4 When the doors are shut in the streets, And the sound of grinding is low; When one rises up at the sound of a bird, And all the daughters of music are brought low. 5 Also they are afraid of height, And of terrors in the way; when the almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper is a burden, and desire fails. For man goes to his eternal home, and the mourners go about the streets. NKJV
‘So appreciate your vigor [Cf. post biblical bori; others “Remember thy Creator.”] in the days of your youth, before those days of sorrow come and those years arrive of which you will say, “I have no pleasure in them;” ‘before sun and light and moon and stars grow dark, and the clouds come back again after the rain:’ ‘When the guards of the house [i.e. the arms] become shaky, And the men of valor [i.e. the legs] are bent, And the maids that grind [i.e. the teeth], grown few, are idle, And the ladies that peer through the windows [i.e. the eyes] grow dim,’ ‘And the doors to the street [i.e. the ears] are shut –

With the noise of the hand mill growing fainter, and the song of the bird [growing feebler exact meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.], (‘and he shall rise up at the voice of the sparrow, and all the daughters of song shall be brought low; LXX) And all the strains of music dying down [cf. 2 Samuel 19:36];’ ‘When one is afraid of heights And there is terror on the road. – For the almond tree may blossom, the grasshopper be burdened [emendation yields “The squill (post biblical Hebrew is hasab) 

Resume its burden,” i. e. its blossom stalk and its leaves. And the caper bush may bud again [these plants, after seeming dead for part of the year, revive, unlike man; c.f. Job 14:7-10.]; But man sets out for his eternal abode, with mourners all around in the street. –‘Ecclesiastes 12:1-5 Tanakh
12:1-8: The terrors of old age. A contrast with the previous unit about the pleasures of youth is made explicit in verse 1, the days of your youth and those days of sorrow. That vv. 1-8 is the last unit in the book attributed to Koheleth is signaled by the final verse 8; this is a virtual repetition of 1:2, which, following the introductory rubric, opens the book.
To be sure, 1:2 gives the phrase Utter futility twice, while here, in the main Masoretic texts, it is given only once; it does, however, appear twice in some other Hebrew manuscripts and the ancient Syriac version. The virtual identity of 1:2 and 12:8 forms thus, an inclusion and gives the book closure by symmetry; this is confirmed by the fact that the following vv. 9-14, function as an epilogue.

That Koheleth’s book ends, therefore, on the dark note of old age is no accident; rather, it reaffirms the transitory nature of life, with no certainty of continuity or afterward, that has been stated throughout (e.g. 2:18-21; 5:12-16; 9:5-6). In the present instance we have a graphic picture of the decrepitude of old age in a variety of images.

12:2: The first is that of darkness and light, last discussed in 11:7-8. Here it is elaborated and intensified such that the darkness (of old age) envelops the light (of vigorous life), whether that light comes during the day (of the sun) or the night (the moon and the stars) (cf. e.g. Isaiah 13:10; Ezekiel 32:7-8).
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12:3-4a: This darkness, in turn is connected with the weakening of basic human vocations: house managers, men of wealth or warriors, grinders of flour, sequestered women who have to look through windows; and of basic human activities: door opening on the bustling business of the street-market, and grinding.

12:4b-5a: All of these are finally linked up with nature – birds, almond trees, and grasshoppers – and their decline or expressions of fear at the approaching darkness. What these images denote has been debated. Classical rabbinic thought (see e.g. Eccl. Rab., Targum, Rashi) has suggested an allegory wherein the words for managers, men of wealth, etc. denote different parts of the human body, here thus in rapid deterioration. An alternative suggestion is that the images pertain to an estate of a wealthy landowner – echoing Koheleth’s experiment in chapter 2 – which here is in serious decline. 
                                                                                                                     Jewish Study Bible
Eccl 12:1

[Remember now] Rather, and remember. The connection between this verse and the preceding one is unfortunately interrupted by our division of chapters.

[Creator] Gratitude to God as Creator is here inculcated, as just previously (Eccl 11:9) fear of God as Judge. Godliness, acquired as a habit in youth, is recommended as the proper compensation for that natural cessation of youthful happiness which makes the days of old age more or less evil; more evil in proportion since there is less of godliness in the heart, and less evil where there is more godliness.

[While the evil days come not] Rather, before the evil days come.

(From Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

Eccl 12:1-2

Remember now thy Creator. Perhaps better translated, Remember then thy Creator, for the author seems to be summing up what he has just said. 2. While the sun. The imagery in this and the following verses has led to a variety of interpretations, but the majority of commentators take the passage as an extension of the author's advice to his readers to enjoy their youth. These verses are probably, then, an allegory on the decay of old age and the approach of death. 
The figures of the sun, the light, the moon, the stars, and the clouds depict old age as a storm that gathers and obscures the light and the heavenly bodies, so that there is no warmth or brightness, that is, no enjoyment of life.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1962 by Moody Press. All rights reserved.)

Eccl 12:2

[While ... not] Or, Before. The darkening of the lights of heaven denotes a time of affliction and sadness. Compare Ezek 32:7-8; Job 3:9; Isa 5:30. Contrast this representation of old age with 2 Sam 23:4-5.

Eccl 12:3

The body in old age and death is here described under the figure of a decaying house with its inmates and furniture.

This verse is best understood as referring to the change which old age brings to four parts of the body, the arms ("the keepers"), the legs ("the strong men"), the teeth ("the grinders"), and the eyes.
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Eccl 12:4

[And the doors ... is low] The house is viewed from without. The way of entry and exit is stopped: little or no sound issues forth to tell of life stirring within. The old man, as he grows older, has less in common with the rising generation; mutual interest and social contact decline. Some take the doors and the sound of the mill as figures of the lips and ears and of the speech.

[He shall rise ...] Here the metaphor of the house passes out of sight. The verb may either be taken impersonally (= "they shall rise," compare the next verse): or as definitely referring to an old man, who as the master of the house rises out of sleep at the first sound in the morning.

[All the daughters of music] i.e., Singing women (Eccl 2:8).

[Be brought low] i.e., Sound faintly in the ears of old age.

Eccl 12:5

[High] The powerful and the proud, such persons as an old man in his timidity might shrink from opposing or meeting: or, high ground which old men would avoid ascending.

[Fears ... in the way] Compare Prov 26:13.
[The almond tree] The type of old age. Many modern critics translate "The almond shall be despised," i.e., pleasant food shall no longer be relished.
[The grasshopper] Rather: "the locust." The clause means, heaviness and stiffness shall take the place of that active motion for which the locust is conspicuous.

[Desire] literally, the caper-berry; which, eaten as a provocative to appetite, shall fail to take effect on a man whose powers are exhausted.

[Long home] literally, "eternal (see Eccl 1:4 note) house;" man's place in the next world. Without attributing to the author of Ecclesiastes that deep insight into the future life which is shown by the writer of the Epistles to the Corinthians, we may observe that He by whom both writers were inspired sanctions in both books (see 2 Cor 5:1-6) the use of the same expression "eternal house." In 2 Corinthians it means that spiritual body which shall be hereafter; and it is placed, as it is here (see Eccl 12:3), in contrast with that earthly dissolving house which clothes the spirit of man in this world.

[Mourners] The singing women who attend funerals for hire (see Matt 9:23).

(From Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

Eccl 12:3-4

Keepers of the house. Here the writer likens man's body to a house. The keepers are the hands and arms, the strong men are the legs that become weak, the grinders are the few teeth that have not fallen out, and those that look out of the windows are the eyes that have grown dim. 4. The doors shall be shut. The form of the word doors, in the Hebrew, is dual, suggesting therefore "two doors" or "double doors," probably referring to the ears that have grown deaf. The sound of the grinding refers to the toothless chewing. An old man's inability to sleep is illustrated by the fact that he rises up at the voice of the bird. The daughters of music are probably musical notes which are heard with difficulty because of the man's impaired hearing.
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Eccl 12:5

That which is high. This is probably a reference to the shortness of breath which makes any ascent difficult. The man has fears ... in the way because he cannot trust his frail legs when he must wend his way through the narrow, crowded streets. The almond tree is perhaps a picture of grey hair. For although the blossoms of the almond are actually pinkish, when seen from some distance a tree in full blossom has a snowy white appearance. The grasshopper shall be a burden is better translated, (shall drag itself along), a picture of the wizened old man who can scarcely move his stiff limbs and bent back. The phrase desire shall fail is literally, the caper berry shall fail; this berry was an aphrodisiac which stimulated sexual or physical appetite.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1962 by Moody Press. All rights reserved.)

Note: Now we are faced with the subject of death. When a person dies, three things happen:
1. Then shall the dust [the body] return to the earth as it was:

2. And the spirit [the breath = life force that God gives] shall return unto God who gave it. Ecclesiastes 12:7.
3. ‘Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and hast fenced me with bones and sinews.’ Job 10:11 The real you lives in this shell we call a body, and it is called ‘The Soul’ and it is eternal and will either go to Sheol [Hell], or to heaven to be with Jesus, depending if you have accepted him in this life. ‘…Behold, I set before you the way of life, and the way of death.’ Jer. 21:8
Eccl 12:6-14
6 Remember your Creator before the silver cord is loosed or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher shattered at the fountain, or the wheel has broken at the well. 7 Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it. 8 "Vanity of vanities," says the Preacher, "All is vanity." 9 The Whole Duty of Man and moreover, because the Preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yes, he pondered and sought out and set in order many proverbs. 10 The Preacher sought to find acceptable words; and what were written were upright — words of truth. 11 The words of the wise are like goads, and the words of scholars are like well-driven nails, given by one Shepherd. 12 And further, my son is admonished by these. Of making many books there is no end and much study is wearisome to the flesh. 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man's all. 14 For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil. NKJV
‘Before the silver cord snaps and the golden bowl crashes, the jar is shattered at the spring, and the jug [so in Punic; others “wheel.”] is smashed at the cistern [poetic figure for the end of Life.].’ ‘And the dust returns to the ground as it was, and the life breath returns to God Who bestowed it.’ ‘Utter futility – said Koheleth –All is futile!

‘A further word: Because Koheleth was a sage, he continued to instruct the people. He listened to and tested the soundness [a noun, like dibber (Jeremiah 5:13), which occurs in such post biblical phrases as shanim kethiq (qe) nan, “normal years” (lit. “Years according to their propriety”).] of many maxims.’ ‘Koheleth sought to discover useful sayings and recorded [Wekhathub is equivalent to wekhathob, an infinitive employed as in Esther 9:16 and elsewhere.] genuinely truthful sayings.’ ‘The sayings of the wise are like goads, like nails fixed [in prodding sticks meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain. Others “are those that are composed in collections.”]. [They were given by one Shepherd meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain. Emendation yields “They are accounted as a sharp ox goad.” (Post biblical mardea’)]. 
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‘A further word: [Against them emendation yields “slow, there!” Cf. Arabic mah and mah mah; so also mah (meh) in Proverbs 31:2.] My son be warned! The making of many books is without limit and much study [meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain] is a wearying of the flesh.’ ‘The sum of the matter, when all is said and done: Revere God and observe His commandments! For this applies to all mankind:’ ‘That God will call every creature to account for [everything unknown emendation yields “all their conduct.”], be it good or bad. The sum of the matter, when all is said and done: Revere God and observe His commandments! For this applies to all mankind.’  Ecclesiastes 12:6-14 Tanakh
12:5b-7: Whatever the precise solution, the imagery clearly points to human death, given the references to funeral mourning, to the breaking of a pitcher used to raise water from a well (so Ibn Ezra; cf. Zachariah 4:2-3), and to the return of each human body to dust, so echoing 3:20 and Genesis 3:19.

12:7: Significantly, each human life breath (“ruah”; cf. 11:5) will return to God who gave it, thus suggesting a difference from what is expressed in 3:19-21 and Genesis 3:19. 
12:9-14: Editorial reflections. Interpreters, whether traditional Jewish or modern critical, generally agree that these final vv. Constitute an epilogue, after the conclusion of the book of Koheleth proper. Many traditional Jewish interpreters assume that Koheleth / Solomon is still speaking here, but some (e.g. Rashbam) suppose that it is an editorial addition, a common opinion of modern critics.

The formal indications of the separation of these vv. From the core of the book are twofold:

1. The framework, noted above, that encloses 1:2-12:8;

2. And the shift here to third-person discussion of Koheleth from the first-person remarks by him within 1:2-12:8.
Since this third-person discussion echoes the introductory rubric of 1:1, the two together provide a second, larger framework around the one within 1:2-12:8. A third formal marker breaks vv. 9-14 into two parts, reflecting perhaps two separate editorial additions: 9-11 and 12-14, for each begins with the phrase A further word.

12:9-11: These vv. Identify Koheleth as a sage and describe his characteristic activity of teaching by means of wise saying, emphasizing the careful construction of the sayings (v. 9c) and their provocative impact, like the goads and pricks of a shepherd (v. 11) to control the animals under his supervision. 12:11: Traditional interpretation identifies the Shepherd with Moses (e.g. Targum, Eccl Rab., and Rashi).

12:12-14: These vv. Assert that with Koheleth’s sayings collected, it is not desirable to add anything more (cf. Deuteronomy 4:2; 13:1). Further, this second part strives to sum up Koheleth’s teaching with the instruction (v. 13b) to fear (revere) God and to keep His commandments, a common trope in wisdom literature (cf. Proverbs 1:7; Job 1:1; 28:28).

12:14: The reason for this instruction is that God will bring every action, even if kept hidden up to this point, into judgment, whether for good or for ill. Significantly, when read in Jewish liturgy, v. 13 and its instruction to fear and to keep is repeated after v. 14. This prevents the book from ending on a negative note (see the similar practice in Isaiah, Malachi, and Lamentations); it also has the effect of high lighting v. 13 as central to the meaning of the book.
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Some modern critics, on the other hand, have understood this instruction to fear and to keep as the work of a later orthodox editor, who wished to tone down, if not to reshape, what he regarded as the radical challenge of Koheleth to the tradition of God’s covenantal demands with their assurance of a strict reward-and-punishment justice. It is true that the instruction here to keep God’s commandments does not appear as such elsewhere in Koheleth (but cf. 8:5, where, however, the reference is to the command of a human king), but the other clause, to fear God, is found (3:14; 5:6; 7:18; 8:12-13), as is the statement about God’s judgment (3:17, cf. 3:15; 11:9). Thus, this concluding instruction may in fact be congruent with the views in the rest of the book. The point would be, in sum, that just because human rational inquiry leads nowhere, in terms of demonstrating a system of reward and punishment or lasting achievements, it does not invalidate the power and sovereignty of God nor disprove the possibility that in some way He does call everyone and everything to account.                      Jewish Study Bible
12:6 or, &c. New figures now (in v. 6) introduced, referring to the arrival of death itself:
1. The silver cord: i.e. the spinal cord.

2. The golden bowl: i.e. the head, or skull.

3. The pitcher: the failure of the heart.

12:9-12
PERSONAL INFORMATION AND COUNSEL.

D-5
C  12:9-.

And moreover (yother).


   D  12:-9, 10-.
    The efforts of Koheleth.


      E  12:-10.

       What hath been written by one writer.


         F  12:11-.

The words of the wise.



G  12:-11-.
               Like goads.

Well planted.

“The words of the  


G  12:-11-.

   Like nails.




Wise.”

   
         F  12:-11-.   [are]
Rulers of assemblies.

                  E  12:-11.

       What hath been furnished by one Giver.


C   12:12-.

And further (yother).


   D  12:-12.

     The efforts of others.

12:13 God Hebrew ‘eth ha-‘Elohim = the [true and only] God; the great Creator, who throughout the book is put in contrast with man (Hebrew ‘adam). The creature.               The Companion Bible
Eccl 12:6

[Be loosed] The termination of life is signified generally by the snapping of the silver cord by which the lamp hangs from the ceiling; by the dashing in pieces of the cup or reservoir of oil; by the shattering of the pitcher used to bring water from the spring; and by the breaking of the wheel by which a bucket is let down into the well. Others discern in the silver cord, the soul which holds the body in life; in the bowl, the body; and in the golden oil (compare Zech 4:12) within it, the spirit.

Eccl 12:7

[The spirit] i.e., the spirit separated unto God from the body at death. No more is said here of its future destiny. To return to God, who is the fountain (Ps 36:9) of Life, certainly means to continue to live. The doctrine of life after death is implied here as in Ex 3:6 (compare Mark 12:26), Ps 17:15 (see the note), and in many other passages of Scripture earlier than the age of Solomon. The inference that the soul loses its personality and is absorbed into something else has no warrant in this or any other statement in this book, and would be inconsistent with the announcement of a judgment after death (Eccl 12:14).
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Eccl 12:8-14

This passage is properly regarded as the Epilogue of the whole book; a kind of apology for the obscurity of many of its sayings. The passage serves therefore to make the book more intelligible and more acceptable. Here, as in the beginning of the book (Eccl 1:1-2), the Preacher speaks of himself (Eccl 12:8-10) in the third person. He first repeats (Eccl 12:8) the mournful, perplexing theme with which his musings began (Eccl 1:2); and then states the encouraging practical conclusion (Eccl 12:13-14) to which they have led him. It has been pointed out that the Epilogue assumes the identity of the Preacher with the writer of the Book of Proverbs.
Verse 11. literally, Words of wise men are as goads, and as nails driven in (by) masters of assemblies; they are given from one shepherd: "goads," because they rouse the hearer and impel him to right actions; "nails" (perhaps tent-spikes), because they remain fixed in the memory: "masters of assemblies" are simply "teachers" or "preachers" (see Eccl 1:1 note), instructors of such assemblies as Wisdom addresses (Prov 1:20).

[One shepherd] i.e., GOD, who is the supreme Giver of wisdom (Prov 2:6), and the chief Shepherd (Jer 23:1-4). Compare 1 Cor 2:12-13.

Verse 12. [By these] i.e., "By the words of wise men."

[Books] Rather, "Writings." Probably the proverbs current in the Preacher's age, including, though not especially indicating, his own. The Preacher protests against the folly of protracted, unprofitable, meditation.

Verse 13. Literally, "The conclusion of the discourse" (or "word," = words, 1:1), "the whole, let us hear." [The whole duty of man] Rather, the whole man. To revere God and to obey Him is the whole man, constitutes man's whole being; that only is conceded to Man; all other things, as this book teaches again and again, are dependent on a Higher Incomprehensible Being.
Verse 14. [Judgment with] Rather, judgment (which shall be held) upon etc.: i.e., an appointed judgment which shall take place in another world, as distinct from that retribution which frequently follows man's actions in the course of this world, and which is too imperfect (compare Eccl 2:15; 4:1; 7:15; 9:2, ...) to be described by these expressions. He that is fully convinced that there is no solid happiness to be found in this world, and that there is a world to come wherein God will adjudge people to happiness or misery respectively, as they have made their choice and acted here, must necessarily subscribe to the truth of Solomon's conclusion, that true religion is the only way to true happiness.

(From Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)
Eccl 12:6-9

The silver cord. The figure represents an expensive gold and silver lamp hung from the ceiling. Its chain is snapped so that it comes crashing to the ground. The oil spills out of the broken bowl, and the light is gone. Light is the symbol of life. The pitcher and the wheel continue the same idea, but from the symbolism of the drawing of water. The pitcher is broken, and so it can contain no more water, that is, life; the wheel is broken, so that water can no longer be drawn. 7. Then shall the dust return to the earth. Here sketched in bold relief is the common thought of what happens after death: the body returns to that from which it was made (cf. Eccl 3:20; Gen 2:7); and the spirit, that is, the breath of life, returns to its source (cf. Gen 2:7; Job 34:14-15; Ps 104:29). Man ceases to exist as man.
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A. The Aim of the Preacher. 12:9, 10.

The purpose of his wisdom, says the author, has been to communicate it to others. He has attempted to do this effectively and frankly. Eccl 12:10 To find out acceptable words. Better read with the RSV, (pleasing words). The author sought to make his teaching interesting so as to gain the attention of his hearers, but he never sacrificed frankness or truth in order to keep his audience.

B. A Commendation of His Teachings. 12:11, 12.

Claiming to have received his teachings by direct revelation from God, the author states that therefore his hearers do not need to go elsewhere for truth. As nails fastened. These teachings are truths to which one can affix his life securely. The masters of assemblies. The schools of wise men. By the words one shepherd the author seems to indicate not some teacher, such as Solomon, but rather God, who is often called by such a title (cf. Ps 23:1). He implies, thereby, that his teachings are God-given. 12. Of making many books there is no end. Speaking to the general reader as my son, the author warns against useless reading and studying. The reader should concentrate on the author's teachings, for they are divinely inspired.

Eccl 12:13-14

Taking everything into consideration-the experiences and the mental turmoil through which the author has gone-the highest good in life is a proper reverence of God in all of life. Fear God. The foundation of life is fear of God, that is, reverence toward him, a proper acknowledgement of who he is, and what he demands of men in everyday life (cf. Prov 15:33; Isa 11:3). 14. Every work into judgment. Both man's work and his secret thing, that is, his thoughts, will be judged by God. The heart attitude is important in God's sight, as well as one's public actions.

In reality the author says nothing more in these last verses than he has been saying throughout the book-enjoy life while you can. This can be accomplished only by fearing God; for God is in control, and he can be expected to reward righteousness and punish evil. The author of Ecclesiastes has often been called a pessimist, but this is not necessarily so. He longed to know more of the answers to the puzzles of life than he had thus far learned, but God in His providence did not choose to disclose them. Yet the author had discovered that life apart from God is futile. A man attains to the 'good life' by reverencing God. 
That this writer's 'highest good' was primarily physical happiness should not cloud the issue. He lived on the plane of the physical and sensuous; he did not know the higher things. But he never gave up his faith in God. The preacher learned to live with life's paradoxes, having discovered, as did Job, that life will not wait upon the solution of all its problems.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1962 by Moody Press. All rights reserved.)

CONCLUSION:

This book shows the utter fallacy of things that earthly sins, pleasures, and pursuits are the chief end in life and the source of happiness; and to show the final conclusion of the whole life – to fear God and keep His commandments if one would live forever with Him; that is, true religion is the chief thing in life and the only eternal rewarding thing of all.  Dake
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3 important truths of Scripture:

1. The whole duty of man is to fear God (v. 13).

2. To keep His commandments.

3. prepare for eternity, in view of the fact that every work of man will be brought into judgment, even every secret thing, whether it be good or bad (v. 14; Matthew 16:27; 2 Corinthians 5:9-10; Rev. 20”11-15.).

‘And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead who were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.’  Revelation 20:11-13 KJV

THE END 9/14/04 PAUL THE LEARNER

Revision made in 11/19/06

APPENDEX
We have spoke about death and dying and now I want to speak about resurrection. The book said that ‘there was noting new under the sun’ and many of the questions that we ask today has been asked many times by many people throughout history. I want to give you some examples:

1. The Gospel According to Thomas [taken from a Coptic text of Egypt]. This is the work of the Gnostic’s a sect that preached heresy and made a lot of trouble to the early church. The following is supposed to be the secret sayings of Jesus Christ.

2. ‘Blessed is the lion which the man eats and the lion will become man; and cursed is the man whom the lion eats and the lion will become man.’  Log. 5-8 #24-26 page 5
3. So we find that even the Gnostic sect of Egypt wondered about the subject of the resurrection of a man.
Ezek 37:1-10 A type of the House of Israel but also a truth about the resurrection.

37:1 the Dry Bones Live The hand of the LORD came upon me and brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley; and it was full of bones. 2 Then He caused me to pass by them all around, and behold, there were very many in the open valley; and indeed they were very dry. 3 And He said to me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" So I answered, "O Lord GOD, You know." 4 Again He said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, 'O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: "Surely I will cause breath to enter into you, and you shall live. 6 I will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put breath in you; and you shall live. Then you shall know that I am the LORD."'" 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and suddenly a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 Indeed, as I looked, the sinews and the flesh came upon them, and the skin covered them over; but there was no breath in them. 9 Also He said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, 'thus says the Lord GOD: "Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live."'" 10 So I prophesied as He commanded me, and breath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
NKJV
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4. The Treatise of Athenagoras [The Athenian, Philosopher and Christian, on the resurrection of the dead.                                                                        Ante-Nicene Fathers Volume 2 
Chapter 2. A resurrection is not impossible.
(A) ‘It behooves, therefore, those who disbelieve or doubt concerning the resurrection, to form their opinion on the subject, not from any view they have hastily adopted, and from what is acceptable to profligate men, but either to assign the origin of men to no cause (a notion which is very easily refuted), or, ascribing the cause of all things to God.

(B) This they will succeed in, if they are able to show that it is either impossible for God, or contrary to His will, to unite and gather together again bodies that are dead, or even entirely dissolved into their elements, so as to constitute the same persons.

(C) But it is not possible for God to be ignorant, either of the nature of the bodies that are to be raised, as regards both the members entire and the particles of which they consists, or whither each of the dissolved particles passes, and what part of the elements has received that which is dissolved and has passed into that which it has affinity.

(D) Although to men it may appear quite impossible that what has again combined according to its nature with the universe should be separable from it again. But, viewed relatively to the majesty and wisdom of God, both are according to nature, and it is equally easy to know beforehand things that have not yet come into existence, and to know things which have been dissolved. 

Chapter 3. He, who could create, can also raise up the dead.

(a) Moreover also, that His power is sufficient for the raising of dead bodies is shown by the creation of these same bodies. For if, when they did not exist, He made at their first formation the bodies of men, and their original elements, He will, when they are dissolved, in whatever manner that may take place, raise them again with equal ease: for this, too, is equally possible to Him. 
(b) For that power which could give shape to what is regarded by them as shapeless matter, and adorn it, when destitute of form and order, with many and diverse forms, and gather into one the several portions of the elements and divide the seed which was one and simple into many, and organize that which was unorganized, and give life to that which had no life, - that same power can reunite what is dissolved, and raise up what is prostrate, and restore the dead to life again, and put the corruptible into a state of incorruption.
Chapter 4. Objection from the fact that some human bodies have become part of others.

1. These persons, to wit, say that many bodies of those who have come to an unhappy death in shipwrecks and rivers have become food for fishes, and many of those who perish in war, or who from some other sad cause or state of things are deprived of burial, lie exposed to become the food of any animals which may chance to light upon them.

2. Since, then, bodies are thus consumed, and the members and parts composing them are broken up and distributed among a great multitude of animals, and by means of nutrition become incorporated with the bodies of those that nourished by them, - in the first place, they say, their separation from these is impossible; and beside this, in the second place, they adduce another circumstance more difficult still.

ECCLESIASTES CHAPTER TWELVE
The Treatise of Athenagoras continued.
3. When animals of the kind suitable for human food (Lions, fish, etc), which have fed on the bodies of men, pass through their stomach, and become incorporated with the bodies of those who have partaken of them, it is an absolute necessity, they say, that the parts of the bodies of men which have served as nourishment to the animals which have partaken of them should pass into other bodies of men, since the animals which meanwhile have been nourished by them convey the nutriment derived from those by whom they were nourished into those men of whom they become the nutriment.
4. Then to this they tragically add the devouring of offspring perpetrated by people in famine and madness, and the children eaten by their own parents through the contrivance of enemies, and the celebrated Median feast, and the tragic banquet of Thyestes; and they add, which have taken place among Greeks and barbarians: and from these things they establish, as they suppose, the impossibility of the resurrection.

5. On the ground that the same parts cannot rise again with one set of bodies, and with another as well; for that either the bodies of the former possessors cannot be reconstituted, the parts which composed them having passed into others, or that, these having been restored to the former, the bodies of the last possessors will come short.
Chapter 6. Everything that is useless or hurtful is rejected.

A. Since, therefore, great difference of nature obtains in all animals, and the very nourishment which is accordant with nature is varied to suit each kind of animal, and the body which is nourished; and as in the nourishment of every animal there is a threefold cleansing and separation, it follows that whatever is alien from the nourishment of the animal must be wholly destroyed and carried off to its natural place, or change into something else, since it cannot coalesce with it.
B. This nourishment, no one can doubt, becomes incorporated with the body that is nourished, interwoven and blended with all the members and parts of members; but that which is different and contrary to nature is speedily corrupted if brought into contact with a stronger power, but easily destroys that which is overcome by it, and is converted into hurtful humors and poisonous qualities, because producing nothing akin or friendly to the body which is to be nourished.

Chapter 7. The resurrection – body different from the present. 

a. For the bodies that rise again are reconstituted from the parts which properly belong to them, whereas no one of the things mentioned is such a part, nor has it the form or place of a part; nay, it does not remain always with the parts of the body which are nourished, or rise again with the parts that rise, since no longer does blood, or phlegm, or bile, or breath, contribute anything to the life. 
b. Neither, again, will the bodies nourished then require the things they once required, seeing that, along with the want and corruption of the bodies nourished, the need also of those things by which they were nourished is taken away.
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The Treatise of Athenagoras continued.

Chapter 18. Judgment must have reference both to soul and body: there will therefore be a resurrection.

The soul being separated from the body [at death], and the body itself being resolved again into the materials out of which it was composed, and no longer retaining anything of its former structure or form, much less the remembrance of its actions:

1. The result of all this is very plain to every one, - namely, that, in the language of the apostle, “this corruptible (and dissoluble) must put on incorruption” (1 Corinthians 15:54).

2. In order that those who were dead, having been made alive by the resurrection, and the parts that were separated and entirely dissolved having been again united, 

3. Each one may, in accordance with justice, receive what he has done by the body, whether it be good or bad.

Chapter 20. Man must be possessed both of a body and soul hereafter that the judgment passed upon him may be just.

For either death is the entire extinction of life, the soul being dissolved and corrupted along with the body, or the soul remains by itself, incapable of dissolution, of dispersion, of corruption, whilst the body is corrupted and dissolved, retaining no longer any remembrance of past actions, nor sense of what it experienced in connection with the soul. If the life of men is to be utterly extinguished, it is manifest there will be no care for men who are not living, no judgment respecting those who have lived in virtue or in vice; but there will rush in again upon us whatever belongs to a lawless life, and the swarm of absurdities which follow from it, and that which is the summit of this lawlessness – atheism.
Yet equity is wanting to the judgment, if the being is not preserved in existence who practiced righteousness or lawlessness: for that which practiced each of the things in life on which the judgment is passed was man, not soul by itself. To sum up all in a word, this view will in no case consist with equity.

Chapter 21. Continuation of the argument.

(One). For if good deeds are rewarded, the body will clearly be wronged, inasmuch as it has shared with the soul in the toils connected with well-doing, but does not share in the reward of the good deeds, and because, though the soul is often excused for certain faults on the ground of the body’s neediness and want, the body itself is deprived of all share in the good deeds done, the toils on behalf of which it helped to bear during life.
(Two). Nor, again, if faults are judged, is the soul dealt fairly with, supposing it alone to pay the penalty for the faults it committed through being solicited by the body and drawn away by it to its own appetites and motions. How can it possibly be other than unjust for the soul to be judged by itself in respect of things towards which in its own nature it feels no appetite, no motion, no impulse, such as licentiousness, violence, covetousness, injustice, and the unjust acts arising out of these?

Conclusion: It doesn’t matter how you die, whether your body is eaten up by worms or fire or animals because in the end God will bring you back into existence for Judgment good or bad. The Bible tells us that the ‘day of Judgment’ is coming. So while you can accept Christ before it is too late.

                                                                                                                                  Paul the Learner 
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I have to admit that after reading the Treatise of Athenagoras I was deeply impressed with the logic and depth of understanding that the man had. I agree with most of his work but I want to show you the opinion of God, the one that only counts in the scheme of things. God said ‘My thoughts are above your thoughts…” So let’s look at the word of God the only thing that is truly eternal. ‘When the world is destroyed my word will stand.’ 

If you are walking in the woods and you meet a bear and the bear kills you and eats part of you and then some wolves come along and eat the rest of you and the bugs come along and clean off all that is left from the bones and the bones then dry out and finally turn to dust. You will find that God will not go after what the bear ate or even what the wolves ate or even what the bugs ate but instead God will create a whole new body for you because:
1. Ps 139:13-16 – David the Prophet of God speaks
13 For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother's womb. 14 I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them. NKJV
2. Jer 1:4-5 – God speaks of His creation of Jeremiah
4 The Prophet Is Called Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying: 5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations." 

NKJV
Note: From these scriptures we believe that God made us in the beginning and that God keeps a record of all of our members and will be able to duplicate them when the time comes. Now to our second point of contention and that is that the real you is not your body but your soul. If your body went to hell it would be burned up in the fire just as it would be in a normal fire. The only thing that is eternal in you is your soul.

1. Adam was made a living soul as Genesis 2:7 tells us.
OT: 5315 nephesh — a soul, self, life, a creature, a person, an appetite, a mind, a living being, a desire, an emotion, a passion  (a) what breathes, the breathing substance or being, a soul, the inner being of man 

(From the Online Bible Thayer's Greek Lexicon and Brown Driver & Briggs Hebrew Lexicon, Copyright © 1993, Woodside Bible Fellowship, Ontario, Canada. Licensed from the Institute for Creation Research.)

1. Matt 10:28 man cannot kill the soul but only the body that houses the soul.

28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. NKJV
2. Matt 16:26 it is possible to lose your soul.
26 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? NKJV
3. Matt 26:38 the soul can be sorrowful.
38 Then He said to them, "My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me." NKJV
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4. Luke 12:19-20 God will require the man’s soul, so what is the soul?
19 And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry."'  20 But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?'  NKJV
NT: 5590 Psucheen

2. The soul (Latin: animus),

(a). the seat of the feelings, desires, affections, aversions (our soul, heart, etc. (R.V. almost uniformly has: soul); Hebrew nephesh, compare Gesenius, Thesaurus ii, p. 901 in 3): psuchee, ... (personification and direct address), Luke 12:19, compare Luke 12:18 (from Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database. Copyright © 2000, 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.).
5. Acts 2:30-32 when Jesus died His soul went to Hades not His body.

30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 31 he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. NKJV
6. 2 Peter 2:8 if a soul can be righteous then it can also be unrighteous.
8 (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds) — NKJV
7. Job 10:11 the real you is not your flesh but your soul and that is why the soul goes to hell.

11 Clothe me with skin and flesh, and knit me together with bones and sinews? NKJV
Note: Your body simply obeys your soul. When you have a traffic accident the officer doesn’t give the car the ticket but you. When you die your soul goes to place of torment or bless and then God will resurrect a body for your soul, one that is eternal so that you will either dwell in heaven with Christ or you will be sent to the Lake of Fire which is not a place of destruction as we see from the scripture in Revelation 20:10 ‘And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” KJV
What will it be like having a new body?

1. You will be able to walk on the earth – Mark 16:12; Luke 24:15-31

2. You will be able to eat food [even though you will not need to] – Luke 24:43

3. You will have a physical body that can be felt – Luke 24:39, 40; John 20:27
4. You will have white robes – Revelation 6:11

5. ETC, ETC, ETC, 

1 Cor 2:9-12
9 But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him."  10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, and the deep things of God. 11 For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. NKJV
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