ESTHER
INTRODUCTION
Heroine of the biblical book which bears her name; daughter of Abihail of the tribe of Benjamin, cousin and adopted daughter of Mordecai. On the orders of the Persian king Ahasuerus, Esther replaced Vashti as queen. Together with Mordecai, she was subsequently instrumental in saving the Jews of Susa and the rest of the Persian Empire from a royally decreed program instigated by the vizier Haman, whose downfall she engineered.

Ester’s Hebrew name was Hadassah (“myrtle tree”). Her foreign name seems to reflect the Mesopotamian goddess Ishtar (as Mordecai reflects the name of the Babylonian god Marduk). Another interpretation derives the name Esther from a Persian cognate meaning “star.”

ESTHER, BOOK OF

The Book of Esther is one of the “Five Scrolls” in the Hagiographa [third] section of the Old Testament and is read in the synagogue on the festival of Purim. It contains a narrative of events reported to have occurred during the reign of the Persian King Ahasuerus (Xerxes I, 486-465 B.C.E.)
The story runs as follows: King Ahasuerus enraged by the refusal of his queen Vashti to appear before his court at the end of a six-month feast, follows the advice of his counselors by deposing the queen and launching a search throughout the 127 provinces of his empire for a replacement.

In the fortress-city of Shushan (Susa) lives a beautiful Jewish girl, Esther, ward of her cousin Mordecai. Esther is brought to the court, and chosen to be queen. At Mordecai’s behest, she conceals her Jewish birth. Mordecai later overhears and reports a plot to assassinate the king, but is not rewarded for saving the king’s life.

The king appoints one Haman as chief minister. Mordecai alone refuses to do obeisance to Haman. Haman, discovering that his foe is a Jew, resolves to exterminate all Jews, and secures the king’s permission to perpetrate a general massacre at the year’s end on the 14th of Adar. The decree is published and disseminated throughout the empire. At the behest of his wife and companions, Haman builds a gallows upon which to hang Mordecai.

Urged on by Mordecai, Esther acts to foil the plot. At a banquet to which she invites the king and Haman, she dramatically reveals that she is Jewish, that the Jews are destined to be massacred, and that the villain is none other than Haman. Haman’s last-minute appeal to the queen’s mercies is misinterpreted by the king as an attempt at seduction, and the king orders Haman hanged on the very gallows built for Mordecai.

After Esther and Mordecai are awarded Haman’s estate, Esther reminds the king that the decree of extermination is till in effect. Ahasuerus informs her that a royal edict cannot be revoked, and instead issues a counter-edict, permitting the Jews to arm and defend themselves on the fateful day. When the day arrives, the Jews are so successful in killing their would-be destroyers that they observe a feast day on the morrow.

Within the precincts of Shushan, they are granted an extra day to continue the killing, postponing the feast until the next day. In commemoration of these events, Esther and Mordecai institute the annual festival of Purim and Mordecai is named chief minister.
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK AS A WHOLE.

A-1
1:1.


AHASUERUS.
REIGN.
EXTENT OF KINGDOM.

     B-1  D-1  1:2-2:20.

AHASUERUS.
ON HIS THRONE.

                  E-1  F  2:21-23.


MORDECAI.   Discovery of Plot (Bigthan and Teresh).

                             G  3:1-15.


      HAMAN.
HIS PLOT.

                          F  4:1-3.


MORDECAI.
 Discovery of Haman’s Plot.
                               C-1  4:4-5:14.

    ESTHER.  HER INTERCESSION.

    B-2  D-2  6:1.


Ahasuerus.
On his bed.

                 E-2  H  6:2, 3.


Mordecai.  King’s inquiry.



  J  6:4-9.


  Haman.  King’s inquiry.

                       
 H  6:10-14.


Mordecai.  King’s command. 
                              C-2  7:1.


   Esther.       Her banquet.

   B-3  D-3  7:2-.


AHASUERUS.
AT ESTHER’S TABLE.

                E-3  K  7:-2.                                                    King.  Inquiry and promise. 
                           L  7:3, 4.


    ESTHER.  PLEA FOR LIFE.

                        K  7:5-10.



    KING. INQUIRY AND WRATH.

                             C-3  8:1-.


    Esther.  Her Royal gift.

  B-4  D-4  8:1, 2.

AHASUERUS.
ON HIS THRONE.

               E-4  M  8:3-6.
      ESTHER.  PLEA FOR HER PEOPLE.

                           N  8:7-17,               KING.  DECREE.

                       M  9:1-28.
      ESTHER.   PLEA FOR HER PEOPLE.

                            C-4  9:29-32.         ESTHER.  HER ROYAL AUTHORITY.

A-2     10:1-3.

      AHASUERUS.

REIGN.
EXTENT OF KINGDOM.

NOTE: What you see is the finger print of God. This is found only in the books of the Bible not in the other works of history of the scriptures.  Paul the Learner

THE NAME OF JEHOVAH IN THE BOOK OF ESTHER.
It has been observed by many that no Divine Name or Title is found in the book of Esther. This is the more remarkable, since, in this short book of only 167 verses the Median King is mentioned 192 times, his kingdom is referred to 26 times, and his name “Ahasuerus” is given 29 times.

Jehovah had declared (Deuteronomy 31:16-18), that if His People forsook Him, He would hide His face from them. Here this threatening was fulfilled. But, though He was hidden from them, He was working for them. Though the book reveals Him as overruling all, His Name is hidden. It is there for His People to se, not for His enemies to see or hear.

Satan was at work, using Haman to blot out the Nation, as once before he had used Pharaoh for the same purpose. Jehovah’s counsel must stand. His promise of Messiah, the coming “Seed” of the woman (Genesis 3:15), must not fail. Therefore He must overrule all for the preservation of His People, and of the line by which that “Seed” was to come into the world. 
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His working was secret and hidden: hence, the name of “Jehovah” is hidden secretly four times in this book, and the name “EHYEH” (I am that I am) once. The Massorah has a rubric calling attention to the former fact; and (at least) three ancient manuscripts are known in which the Acrostic letters in all five cases are written Majuscular (or, larger than the others, example: Yes I Have the Vex Hose with me. The letters in bold are YHVH which is the Name of God on the forehead of the High Priest on his head dress.) So that they stand out boldly and prominently, showing the four consonant letters of the name JeHoVaH.

Remember in Hebrew you read from right to left. In English, L, O, R, D. Also the five letters of the fifth Acrostic, “EHYH.”
THE FOUR ACROSTICS.

The following phenomena are noticed in examining the four Acrostics which form the name “Jehovah:”

1. In each case the four words forming the Acrostic are consecutive.

2. In each case (except the first) they form a sentence complete in itself.

3. There are no other such Acrostics in the whole book, except the fifth Acrostic at the end; though there is one other, forming another Divine Title in Psalms 96:11 [Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad.] (The initials of the four Hebrew words making this sentence form an Acrostic, giving the four letters of the word Jehovah (Y, H, V, H) thus it looks like this: Yismehu Hashshamayim Vethagel Ha’arez.).
4. In their construction there are not two alike, but each one is arranged in a manner quite different from the other three.

5. Each is uttered by a different speaker. The first by Memucan (1:20); the second by Esther (5:4); the third by Haman (5:13); the fourth by the inspired writer (7:7).
6. The first two Acrostics are a pair, having the name formed by the Initial letters of the four words.
7. The last two are a pair, having the name formed by the Final letters of the four words.
8. The first and third Acrostics are a pair, having the name spelt backward.
9. The second and fourth are a pair, having the name spelt forward. They thus form an alternation.
10. The first and third (in which the name is formed backward) are a pair, being spoken by Gentiles.
11. The second and fourth (in which the name is spelt forward) are a pair, being spoken by Israelites.
12. The first and second form a pair, being connected with Queens and Banquets.
13. The third and fourth are a pair, being connected with Haman.
14. The first and fourth are a pair, being spoken concerning the Queen (Vashti) and Haman respectively.
15. The second and third are a pair, being spoken by the Queen (Esther) and Haman respectively. They thus form an Introversion:
16. It is remarkable also that, in the two cases where the name is formed by the initial letters, the facts recorded are initial also, and are spoken of an event in which Jehovah’s overruling was initiated; while in the two cases where the name is formed by the final letters, the events are final also, and lead rapidly up to the end toward which Jehovah was working.
Thus in the two cases where the name is spelt backward, Jehovah is seen overruling the counsels of Gentiles for the accomplishment of His own; and where the name is spelt forward, He is ruling directly in the interests of His own People unknown to themselves.   The Companion Bible
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Esther 1:20
When shall be published    decree        the king's   which     he shall   make     And his empire                                      
Wªnishma`                        pitgaam     hamelek     'ªsher-       ya`ªseh    bªkaal-  malkuwtow  
 (for is    great,)    it       throughout all   the wives     shall give  honour,  to their husbands                       

   Kiy      rabaah   hiy'   wªkaal-[Vekal]   hanaashiym  yitªnuw     yªqaar    lªba`ªleeyhen--                         

(Interlinear Transliterated Bible. Copyright © 1994, 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)                        

THE FIRST ACROSTIC  (1:20)
Is formed by the initial letters, for the event was initial; and the name is spelt backward because Jehovah was turning back and overruling the counsels of man. The whole clause reads as follow; the words forming the acrostic being put in italic type: -

“And when the king’s decree which he shall make shall be published throughout all his empire, (for it is great,) all the wives shall give to their husbands honor both to great and small.”
The four words we give, 1st in the Transliteration [which is the Hebrew letters put in to English letters]; and 2nd in English paraphrase, reproducing the sentence in the word Lord with the initial letters backward:-

1.
2.

3.

4.

Hiy’   Vekal [wkaal]  Hanaashiym   Yitahuw

1.
2.

3.

4.

It
throughout-all
the-wives
shall-give

“Due
Respect
Our

Ladies

Shall give to their husbands, both to great and small.”

Note: In the use of these terms, “backward” and “forward” the English reader must bear in mind that Hebrew is read from right to left both in the spelling and wording.

Ester 1:20 The Hebrew Text
>20 <RTL><START HEBREW>+w]n=v^mu<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>!P=t*g<<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>^h#M#lE<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>&a#vrÁ<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>~y&u#ch<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>=B*klÁ<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>^m=lkWto<END HEBREW>  
(Interlinear )

Transliterated Bible. Copyright © 1994, 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)
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THE SECOND ACROSTIC (5:4)

Est 5:4

<LTR>4 <RTL><START HEBREW>~w)Ta#mr<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>#a=s@Tr<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>!a<Á<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>^ulÁ<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>^h#M#lE<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW> <END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>fob<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>`yboa<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>^h#M#lE<END HEBREW>  

And answered,  Esther     If      unto  the king,  it seem    good     let come     the king                           

Wato'mer          'Ecteer    'Im-   `al-   hamelek                  Towb    Yaabow'     Hamelek                            
and Haman     this day   unto    the banquet   that       I have prepared   for him.                      

Vª-Haamaan    Hayowm   'el-      hamishteh     'ªsher-   `aasiytiy              low                           

(Interlinear Transliterated Bible. Copyright © 1994, 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)
The second Acrostic is formed, as before, by the initial letters, for Jehovah is initiating His action; but the name is spelt forward because He is ruling and causing Esther to act; and take the first step, which was to lead up to so great an end.

The four words are:

1.
       2.

3.

4.

Yaabow’    Hamelek   Va-Haamaan   Hayowm 
1.
       2.

3.

4.

Let come    the king     and Haman      this day.

“Let           Our            Royal               Dinner.

This day be graced by the king and Haman.”

THE THIRD ACROSTIC (5:13)

Is the beginning of the end; for Haman had gone forth from that banquet “joyful and with a glad heart” (5:9) “that day.” Yet it was to be his last. Hence the third Acrostic is formed with the final letters, for the end was approaching; and the name is spelt backward, for Jehovah was overruling Haman’s gladness, and turning back Haman’s counsel.

The four words are:

1.
2.
     3.
         4.

zeH    ‘eynennV    shoveH   leY

this      availeth     nothing   to-me 
“Yet am I saD; foR, nO avaiL is all this to me.” 
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Est 5:13
13 <RTL><START HEBREW>+w*klÁ<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>#zh<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>@ay\nNW<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>v#oh<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>!ly<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>@ut =B*klÁ<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>&a#vr<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>&a]ny<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>)r#ah<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>#atÁ<END HEBREW>  

Yet all    this   nothing,        availeth  me  so long          as          I       see                                                              

Wªkaal-  zeH   'eeynenuV      showeH   liY   bªkaal- `eet   'ªsher   'ªniy    ro'eh   'et- 
THE FOURTH ACROSTIC (7:7).

Is formed, like the third, by the final letters, for Haman’s end had come. But it is spelt forward like the first, for Jehovah was ruling and bringing about the end He had determined. Haman saw there was cause for fear. A fourth is there – Jehovah Himself!
And when Esther pleads for her life (7:3), the king asks “Who is he and where is he?” which brings in Jehovah’s own ineffable name – the Acrostic of the five final letters spelling in the Hebrew “I am” (see the fifth Acrostic below).

Esther replies: “The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman.” The king, filled with wrath, rises, and goes forth into the palace garden. Haman, filled with fear, rises, “to make request for his life to Esther the queen, for he saw

             That evil was determined against him

By the king.”

This was the climax, the end had come. Hence the name is spelt by the final letters:

1.

2.

3.

       4.
kY

kalethaH
‘elayV

       hara’aH

1.

4.

2.

       3.

That

evil

was-determined     against-him

“For he saw that there was eviL  tO  feaR  determineD against him by the king.”

Est 7:7
<LTR>7 <RTL><START HEBREW>+w^h#M#lE<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>*q<<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>^B&j*mto<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>!m!M=v@Th<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>^h~Y]y/<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW> <END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>#alÁ<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>!G~Nt<END HEBREW>  
And the king   arising   in his wrath       from banquet   of   the wine  went   into  garden:                          
Wªhamelek     qaam      bachamaatow    mimishteeh            hayayin              'el-   ginat                            
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the palace   and Haman        stood up   to make request  for   his life       to Esther       the queen;                            habiytaan    Wª-Haamaan    `aamad     lªbaqeesh            `al-   napshow    mee-'Ecteer  hamalkaah                            

for    he saw   that    there was determined  against him   evil                 by            the king.                          

Kiy   raa'aah   kiY-             kaalªtaaH              'eelaayV         haaraa`aaH     mee'eet    hamelek                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

(Interlinear Transliterated Bible. Copyright © 1994, 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.) 
THE FIFTH ACTOSTIC (7:5).

In this book does not form the name “Jehovah,” but the remarkable name E H Y H which means








“I AM.”

It is noted in some manuscripts by Majuscular letters, which have Massoretic authority. 

The Acrostic is formed by the final letters, and the name is spelt backward.

The king asks “Who is he, and where is he, that durst presume in his heart to do so?” i.e. to sell for destruction Queen Esther and her People. In saying this he unconsciously gives the name of Him who came down to deliver His People out of the hand of Pharaoh, and had then come down to deliver them again out of the hand of Haman, “the Jews enemy,” who, like Pharaoh sought to destroy the whole nation.

‘And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? What shall I say unto them? Exodus 3:13 KJV
‘And God said to Moses, “Ehyeh-Asher-Ehyeh [I Am that I Am; I Am Who I Am; I Will Be What I Will Be.] He continued, “Thus shall you say to the Israelites, ‘Ehyeh [I Am] sent me to you.”  Exodus 3:14 The Torah

The great enemy of the Messiah – the living Word – was seeking to destroy all hope of His promised coming (Genesis 3:15), and make void the repeated promise of Jehovah.

Ahasuerus only pointed to human agency, but his words point us to the satanic agency which was behind it. The Acrostic is in the final letters of his question “Who is he, and where is he?” Only the great “I am that I am” could know that, and could answer that question.

Esther and Mordecai knew the human instrument, but none could know who was directing him but the One Who sees the end from the beginning.

The words forming the acrostic are:

1.
  2.
3.
4.

Hu’E    zeH    ve’eY   zeH

1.

2.

3.

4.
[Who is] he     this [man]      and where     [is] this [man]

“Who durst presume in his heart to do so:” i.e. to conspire against the life of the Queen and her People.
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We may in English show it as:

“WherE dwelletH the-enemY that-daretH presume in his heart to do this thing?”

Est 7:5
5 <RTL><START HEBREW>~w{Ya#mr<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>^h#M#lE<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>&a^j=v}wrov<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>~w{Ya#mr<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>=l#a=s@Tr<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>^h^M=l*Kh<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW>!my<END HEBREW>  <START HEBREW> <END HEBREW>  

Then and said   the king    Ahasuerus              answered       unto Esther    the queen,     Who   is                           

Wayo'mer         hamelek   'Achashweerowsh   Wayo'mer     lª-Ecteer         hamalkaah    Miy                                                         

he,               and where     he,  is       he,       that       durst presume  in his heart    to do                              

hu'E  zeH     wª'eeY-            zeH       huw'    'ªsher-    mªlaa'ow          libow            la`ªsowt                           

so?                            
keen 
Thus was the name of the great “I AM” [Ehyeh] of Exodus 3:14 presented to the eye, to reveal the fact that He who said of EHYH “this is My Name for ever, and this is My Memorial unto all generations” (Exodus 3:15), was there to remember His People.

Here was a “generation” in Persia who experienced the truth and the power of this Name, as a former “generation” had done in Egypt. The same “I AM” had indeed come down to deliver them from Haman; as He had from Pharaoh, and from the great “enemy” (of  Genesis 3:15) which instigated both to accomplish the Satanic design of exterminating the Nation of Israel.

In these five Acrostics we have something far beyond a mere coincidence; we have design. When we read the denunciation in Deuteronomy 31:16-18, and see it carried out in Persia, we learn that thought God was not among His people there, He was for them.

Though He was not acting as Jehovah, “that dwelleth between the Cherubim,” He was “the God of Heaven,” ruling and over-ruling all in the Heaven above and in the Earth beneath, for the fulfillment of His purposes, and in the deliverance of His People.

Hence, though His name, as well as His presence, is HIDDEN, yet, it is there, in the Word; and so wonderfully interwoven that no enemy will ever know how to put it out.   The Companion Bible

In the larger canonical context, the story of Esther serves as an episode in the continuing drama of God’s unending war with Amalek. This war was declared “from generation to generation” after Amalek’s sneak attack on Israel at the time of the Exodus (Exodus 17:8-16). Later Saul was ordered to attack and utterly destroy the Amalekites and their King Agag (1 Samuel 15). By denoting Haman as an “Agagite” (Esther 3:1) and associating Mordecai with the family of Kish, Saul’s father (2:5), the author of Esther seems to be identifying the current foe with Israel’s arch-enemy and reaffirming the command to avenge his crime.  Illustrated Dictionary of the Bible Jerusalem
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ADDITIONS TO THE BOOK OF ESTHER.

Six passages in the Greek translation of the Book of Esther that are not found in the Hebrew version. Jerome’s Latin translations removed these additions, appending them together at the end of the canonical book.

According to one of the additions, the Greek translation was made by “Lysimachus the son of Ptolemy, one of the residents of Jerusalem” (11:1), which indicates that the translation dates to the 1st century B.C.E.
One of the purposes of these apocryphal additions could have been the introduction of certain religious elements absent in the Hebrew text, such as the name of God and some prayers. Some additions contradict the Hebrew text.

For example, according to the Hebrew, Mordecai discovered the plot against King Ahasuerus in the seventh year of his reign (Esther 2:16, 21), whereas an addition suggests that this occurred in the second year (11:2).
The first addition is Mordecai’s dream foreshadowing the victory of the Jews (Esther Addition 10:4-13; 11:2-12:6) and the discovery by Mordecai of the conspiracy of two eunuchs against the king, for which he is rewarded by appointment to serve in court.

The second addition (13:1-7) gives the text of Artaxerxes’ edict to destroy the Jews. The prayers of Mordecai and Esther form the Third addition (13:8-14:19). In the next addition Esther risks her life by appealing to the king (15:1-16).

The fifth addition contains the king’s edict revoking his earlier decree (16:1-20). The last addition gives the interpretation of Mordecai’s dream and the conclusion that God remembered his people and that his loving kindness should always be remembered (16:21-24).

PICTURE OF THE TOMB OF ESTHER AND MORDECAI AT SUSA IN IRAN.

XXXXXX
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PAGE  
9

