CHAPTER TEN

NEHEMIAN
Nehemiah 10:1-27

10:1 The People Who Sealed the Covenant 

Now those who placed their seal on the document were:

Nehemiah the governor, the son of Hacaliah, and Zedekiah, 2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 3 Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah, 4 Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch, 5 Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, 6 Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 7 Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin, 8 Maaziah, Bilgai, and Shemaiah. These were the priests. 9 The Levites: Jeshua the son of Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, and Kadmiel. 10 Their brethren: Shebaniah, Hodijah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, 11 Micha, Rehob, Hashabiah, 12 Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 13 Hodijah, Bani, and Beninu. 14 The leaders of the people: Parosh, Pahath-Moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 15 Bunni, Azgad, Bebai, 16 Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 17 Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur, 18 Hodijah, Hashum, Bezai, 19 Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai, 20 Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, 21 Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua, 22 Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, 23 Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub, 24 Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 25 Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, 26 Ahijah, Hanan, Anan, 27 Malluch, Harim, and Baanah. NKJV
[General Information – 10:1-40: The covenant of Nehemiah and the returnees.] 

    [Jewish Study Bible]

10:1-28: There is considerable overlap between this list and the priests listed in 1 Chronicles chapter 24. [Jewish Study Bible]
Nehemiah 10:1

A covenant made (1-32), and an engagement entered into, to furnish what was needed for the maintenance of the temple, its services, and ministers (vv. 33-40). - Vv. 1-28. For the purpose of giving a lasting influence to this day of prayer and fasting, the assembled people, after the confession of sin (given in ch. 9), entered into a written agreement, by which they bound themselves by an oath to separate from the heathen, and to keep the commandments and ordinances of God-a document being prepared for this purpose, and sealed by the heads of their different houses.

Verse 1 
a. And because of all this we make and write a sure covenant; and our princes, Levites, and priests sign the sealed (document), but upon all this, i.e., upon the foundation of the preceding act of prayer and penitence, we made 'amaanaah (OT: 548), i.e., a settlement, a sure agreement (the word recurs Nehemiah 11:23). 
b. Upon the sealed document were our princes, etc.; that is, our princes sealed or signed it. 
c. Signing was effected by making an impression with a seal bearing a name; hence originated the idiom, "he who was upon the sealed document," meaning he who had signed the document by sealing it. 
d. By this derived signification they who had signed or sealed the document. (Keil & Delitzsch)

This chapter is parallel with the last chapter of Ezra (10:1-44). Consequently all beyond it is supplementary (chronologically).  The Companion Bible
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10:1 those that sealed

a. These are stated by the Talmudical writings, and the unanimous voice of tradition, to have formed “The Great Synagogue.”

b. It consisted at first of 120 members, but afterward it was reduced to seventy.
c. It represented the five division of the nations of Israel:

d. (1) The chief’s of the priests;

e. (2) The chief Levites;

f. (3) The chief’s of the people;

g. (4) The representatives of the cities;

h. (5) The doctors of the law.

Its work was (by solemn oath):

1. Not to intermarry with the heathen;

2. To keep the Sabbath;

3. To keep the sabbatical year;

4. To pay annually 1/3rd  of a shekel to the temple;
5. To supply wood for the altar;

6. To pay the priestly dues;

7. To collect and preserve the canonical scriptures.
The Great Synagogue lasted 110 years; from the time of Nehemiah to Simon the Just, when, having completed its work, it became known as the Sanhedrim of the New Testament, the supreme council of the Jewish Nation; which then rejected the kingdom of God, and also crucified the King (Yeshua Messiah Jesus Christ).   Paul the Learner
Nehemiah 10:2-9

Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah,

a. At the head of the signatures stood Nehemiah the Tirshatha, as governor of the country, and Zidkijah, a high official, of whom nothing further is known, perhaps (after the analogy of Ezra 4:9, 17) secretary to the governor. 
b. Then follow (in vv. 3-9) twenty-one names, with the addition: these, the priests. 
c. Of these twenty-one names, fifteen occur in Nehemiah 12:2-7 as chiefs of the priests who came up with Joshua and Zerubbabel from Babylon, and in Joshua 12:11-20 as heads of priestly houses. 
d. Hence it is obvious that all the twenty-one names are those of heads of priestly classes, who signed the agreement in the names of the houses and families of their respective class.
e. Seraiah is probably the prince of the house of God dwelling at Jerusalem, mentioned Nehemiah 11:11, who signed in place of the high priest. 
f. For further remarks on the orders of priests and their heads, see 12:1 f.

Nehemiah 10:10-14

A. The Levites who sealed were: Jeshua the son of Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel, and their brethren, fourteen names. 
B. Sons of Jeshua and Kadmiel returned, together with seventy-four other Levites, with Zerubbabel and Jeshua; Ezra 2:4; Nehemiah 7:42. 
C. Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, and Sherebiah are also named in 12:8 as heads of orders of Levites. 
D. Of the rest nothing further is known, but we may regard them as heads of Levitical houses.
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Nehemiah 10:15-28

The heads of the people 
1. Forty-four names, thirteen of which are found in the list (Ezra 2) of the kindred are who returned with Zerubbabel; see Ezra 2. 
2. The rest are names either of the heads of the different houses into which these kindred’s were divided, or of the elders of the smaller towns of Benjamin and Judah. 
3. The fact that, while only thirty-three kindred’s and placed are enumerated in Ezra 2, forty-four occur here-although names of kindred’s mentioned in Ezra 2, e.g., Shephatiah, Arah, Zaccai, etc., are wanting here-is to be explained partly by the circumstance that these kindred’s included several houses whose different heads all subscribed, and partly by fresh accessions during the course of years to the number of houses.  (Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)

Nehemiah 10:28-34

28 The Covenant That Was Sealed 

Now the rest of the people — the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the Nethinim, and all those who had separated themselves from the peoples of the lands to the Law of God, their wives, their sons, and their daughters, everyone who had knowledge and understanding —  29 these joined with their brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse and an oath to walk in God's Law, which was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of the LORD our Lord, and His ordinances and His statutes: 30 We would not give our daughters as wives to the peoples of the land, nor take their daughters for our sons; 
31 if the peoples of the land brought wares or any grain to sell on the Sabbath day, we would not buy it from them on the Sabbath, or on a holy day; and we would forego the seventh year's produce and the exacting of every debt. 32 Also we made ordinances for ourselves, to exact from ourselves yearly one-third of a shekel for the service of the house of our God: 33 for the showbread, for the regular grain offering, for the regular burnt offering of the Sabbaths, the New Moons, and the set feasts; for the holy things, for the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel, and all the work of the house of our God. 
34 We cast lots among the priests, the Levites, and the people, for bringing the wood offering into the house of our God, according to our fathers' houses, at the appointed times year by year, to burn on the altar of the LORD our God as it is written in the Law.  NKJV
10:1-39

Decision of the People

10:30. endogamy clause. 

(1) The legal background for this clause is found in Ezra 9:1-2. 

(2) Since the Law of the Pentateuch, Israelites had been forbidden to take foreign wives (see comment on Deuteronomy 7:3). 
(3) The Israelites had intermingled with the nations about them and thus had been contaminated by their religious practices. 
(4) It was common among ancient Near Eastern societies to marry inside one's clan (endogamy) or to make a marriage alliance with another friendly group. 
(5) The Israelites were thus encouraged to marry within their "spiritual" clan (i.e., the worshipers of the Lord). 
(6) In this time period, however, the issues went beyond spiritual homogeneity. 
(7) Election and covenant issues made landownership theologically significant. 
CHAPTER TEN

NEHEMIAH

10:1-39

(8) Intermarriage was one of the ways that land tenure could be jeopardized and, with it, covenant benefits. 
(9) The Elephantine texts (Jewish texts less than fifty years removed from Ezra and Nehemiah) show how land became redistributed and lost to a family through foreign women marrying into Jewish families and becoming enfranchised.  (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
Nehemiah 10:31

10:31. Sabbath regulations. 

a. Sabbath regulations prohibited Israelites from engaging in their vocations on the seventh day. 

b. At first this would have included mostly farming and herding activity. 

c. As Israel developed a merchant economy in the monarchy period, the prohibition had been applied to engaging in the vocation of trade, that is, in the selling of merchandise. 

d. In this post-exilic period the question arose whether buying of merchandise from those not prohibited from selling it (foreign merchants) was permitted on the Sabbath. 

e. It could be argued that buying is not the exercise of one's vocation. 

f. Nevertheless, the community leaders extended the Sabbath prohibitions to apply to selling as well as buying.  (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
10:31. seventh year regulations. 

1. The "seventh" year described here is likely the sabbatical year described in Exodus 23:10-11 and Deuteronomy 15:1-3 (on which see comments). 

2. It is speculated that Nehemiah was combining the two and perhaps even regulating their observance so that everyone was practicing the two together at the same time. 

3. This would certainly have made the law more enforceable. (IVP Bible Commentary)  
Nehemiah 10:32-33

10:32-33. temple tax. 

A. Originally there was no annual tax levied for the upkeep of the temple. 

B. Exodus 30:13 prescribes one-half of a shekel to be paid to the temple at the time of a census, but that is a different matter. 

C. Though the Persian kings Darius I and Artaxerxes I had promised to assist the building of the temple (see Ezra 6:9-10; 7:21-24), they had not endowed its operation budget (though Ezra 7:21-22 may refer to some ongoing aid). 

D. Coinage had become the economic standard during the reigns of Darius and Xerxes. 

E. The development of a cash-based economy during this period required cash support for the operations of the temple. 

F. The third of a shekel mentioned here was probably due to an adjustment made to adapt to the monetary system used in the Persian Empire. 

G. At this time the basic coin of the Persian Empire, the daric, weighed 8.4 grams and was equated to the Babylonian shekel. 

H. The Aramaic zuz was one-half of that and equivalent to the Greek drachma. 

I. The standard Israelite shekel, however, had long been 11.4 grams (as was the Assyrian shekel), but there was also a royal shekel ("heavy" shekel in Ugaritic terminology), which is represented in archaeological finds as weighing 12.5 to 12.8 grams. 

J. Therefore a zuz, at 4.2 grams, could be roughly equated to one-third of the traditional royal shekel.    (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
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10:29: The rest of the people do not sign the covenant, but take part in the oath to keep the law. [JSB]

10:30: Josiah’s covenant, like Nehemiah’s is preceded by a public reading of the text of the covenant, the Torah (2 Chronicles 34:30-32). Hezekiah’s covenant, like Nehemiah’s, follows a communal confession (2 Chronicles 29:5-10). [Jewish Study Bible]
10:31: Intermarriage, mentioned first, is a major theme in the book of Ezra-Nehemiah. [JSB]

10:32: The Sabbath, mentioned second, became especially significant in the exilic period. This verse represents one of many attempts to develop and establish a coherent definition of the type of work that is prohibited on the Sabbath. (See also Ezekiel 20:12, 16, 20, 24; Isaiah 56:1-8; 58:13-14; Jeremiah 17:21-24). We will forgo [the produce of] the seventh year, see Exodus 21:2-6, 23:10-11; Leviticus 25:1-7; Deuteronomy 15:1-18.  [Jewish Study Bible]
Nehemiah 10:29-32

All the members of the community acceded to the agreement thus signed by the princes of the people, and the heads of the priests and Levites, and bound themselves by an oath to walk in the law of the Lord, and to separate themselves from the heathen.

Verse 29-32. And the rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the door-keepers, the singers, the Nethinim, and all that had separated themselves from the people of the lands unto the law of God, their wives, their sons, and their daughters, all who had knowledge and understanding, held with their brethren, their nobles, and entered into an oath and curse, etc. 

a. "The rest of the people, the priests," etc., are the members of the community, exclusive of the princes and heads of the priestly and Levitical orders. 
b. The Nethinim, to whom belonged the servants of Solomon (see Ezra 2:43 f.), were probably also represented in the assembly by the heads of the Levites. 
c. To these are added all who had separated themselves, etc., i.e., the descendants of those Israelites who had been left in the land, and who now joined the new community; see Ezra 6:21.
d. We hence perceive the tenor of the agreement entered into and sealed by the princes. 
e. Besides the general obligation to observe all the commandments, judgments, and statutes of God, two points, then frequently transgressed, are specially mentioned in vv. 31 and 23. 
f. In v. 31: that we would not give our daughters to the people of the lands, etc.; see Ezra 9:2. 
g. In v. 32: that if the people of the land brought wares or any victuals on the Sabbath-day to sell, we would not buy if of them on the Sabbath, or on a holy day; and would let the seventh year lie, and the loan of every hand. 
h. To the sanctification of the Sabbath pertained the celebration of the sabbatical year, which is therefore named immediately afterwards. 
i. The words hsh' 'et-hashaanaah naaTash, to let the seventh year lie, i.e., in the seventh year to let the land lie untilled and unsown, is an abbreviation taken from the language of the law, Exodus 28:10.   (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)

Remember it was because the land had no rest, that God sent them into captivity for 70 years.  
Paul the Learner
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Nehemiah 10:34

10:34. wood provision. In the monarchy period the temple had sufficient staff to gather the wood that was necessary. Cutting wood was one of the jobs assigned to the Gibeonites in Joshua 9:27. In this period, however, the temple is significantly understaffed, so an alternate plan is necessary for the provision of the wood.  (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
10:33-34: This is related to Torah law, which requires every Israelite to pay half a shekel (Exodus 30:1-16; 38:25-26). See also 2 Kings 12:2-16; 2 Chronicles 24:4-14, where payment is required for repair of the Temple.  [Jewish Study Bible]
10:34 the wood offering in Hebrew it is called ‘the offering of wood.’ This is a figure of speech called Hypallage (or Interchange) a word logically belonging to one connection is then used to grammatically unite with another connection. For more information on the figures of Speech of the Jews see our study in Psalms Lesson 7.

(1) This offering is not prescribed by the Law of Moses.
(2) Josephus calls it Xylophory, or wood-bearing.
(3) A feast kept on the 22nd of the month of Ab, and at other times.   Paul the Learner
Nehemiah 10:33-39

Agreement to provide for the expenses of the temple and its ministers – 
(a) If the community seriously intended to walk by the rule of God's law, they must take care that the temple service, as the public worship of the community, should be provided for according to the law and a firm footing and due solemnity thus given to religion. 
(b) For this purpose, it was indispensable to guarantee the contributions prescribed for the necessary expenses of the temple worship, and the support of its ministers. 
(c) Hence this entering into a solemn agreement to observe the law was regarded as a suitable occasion for regulating the services prescribed by the law with respect to the temple and its ministers, and mutually binding themselves to their observance.

Verse 33-34. 
A. We ordained for ourselves, to lay upon ourselves the third part of a shekel yearly for the service of the house of our God. 
B. It is not said who were to be bound to furnish this contribution, but it is assumed that it was a well-known custom. 
C. This appointed payment is evidently only a revival of the Mosaic precept, Exodus 30:13, that every man of twenty years of age and upwards should give half a shekel as a tªruwmaah (OT: 8641 a present, gift) to the Lord-a tribute which was still paid in Christ's days, Matthew 17:24. 
D. In consideration, however, of the poverty of the greater portion of the community, it was now lowered to a third of a shekel. 
E. The view of Aben Ezra, that a third of a shekel was to be paid in addition to the half shekel levied in conformity with the law, is unsupported by the text. 
F. Haa`abowdaah (OT: 5656 work of any kind), the service of the house of God, is not the building and repairs of the temple, but the regular worship.
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10:33-34
G. For, according to v. 34, the tax was to be applied to defraying the expenses of worship, to supplying the shew-bread, the continual meat and burnt offerings (Numbers 28:3-8), the sacrifices for the Sabbaths, new moons (Numbers 28:9-15), and festivals (Numbers 28:16-29,38 ) – 
H. For the qaadaashiym (OT: 6944), holy gifts, by which, from their position between the burnt-offering and the sin-offering, we may understand the thank-offerings, which were offered in the name of the congregation. 
I. As e.g., the two lambs at Pentecost, Leviticus 23:19, and the offerings brought at feasts of dedication, compare Exodus 24:5; Ezra 6:17 - for the sin-offerings which were sacrificed at every great festival; and finally for all the work of the house of our God, i.e., whatever else was needful for worship. 
J. The establishment of such a tax for the expenses of worship, does not justify the view that the contributions promised by Artaxerxes in his edict, Ezra 7:20 f., of things necessary to worship had ceased, and that the congregation had now to defray the expenses from their own resources. 
K. For it may readily be supposed, that besides the assistance afforded by the king, the congregation might also esteem it needful to furnish a contribution, to meet the increased requirements of worship, and thus to augment the revenues of the temple-the royal alms being limited to a certain amount (see Ezra 7:22).   (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)

Nehemiah 10:35-39

35 And we made ordinances to bring the firstfruits of our ground and the firstfruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, to the house of the LORD; 36 to bring the firstborn of our sons and our cattle, as it is written in the Law, and the firstborn of our herds and our flocks, to the house of our God, to the priests who minister in the house of our God; 37 to bring the firstfruits of our dough, our offerings, the fruit from all kinds of trees, the new wine and oil, to the priests, to the storerooms of the house of our God; and to bring the tithes of our land to the Levites, for the Levites should receive the tithes in all our farming communities. 38 And the priest, the descendant of Aaron, shall be with the Levites when the Levites receive tithes; and the Levites shall bring up a tenth of the tithes to the house of our God, to the rooms of the storehouse. 39 For the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring the offering of the grain, of the new wine and the oil, to the storerooms where the articles of the sanctuary are, where the priests who minister and the gatekeepers and the singers are; and we will not neglect the house of our God.  NKJV
Nehemiah 10:35

10:35. firstfruits commitment. The general religious principle involved in offering the "firstfruits" (animal, vegetable or human) to the gods is based on the promotion of fertility. From earliest times, the assumption is made that the gods create life in its various forms and that they expect to receive as their due offering the first of the harvest or the firstfruits of the womb. Israelite religion tempered this by allowing for the redemption of some animals and all human firstborn males (Exodus 13:11-13; Numbers 18:14-15). The giving of the firstfruits could also take on a political character. The Assyrian annals of Sennacherib (705 B.C. - 681 B.C.) contain his command that conquered peoples pay their firstfruits offerings of sheep, wine and dates to the gods of Assyria. In Israel the firstfruits of the harvest were traditionally part of the support of the priests. Numbers 18:12-13 specifies grain, wine and oil. Here fruit trees are added to the list. (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
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Nehemiah 10:36

10:36. firstborn commitment. Since human children and unclean animals were redeemed, this practice provided for some "cash flow" for the temple operations. For more information on the laws concerning the firstborn see comment on Exodus 13:1-3. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
10:37. offerings to priests and Levites. Whether or not the worshiper ate a portion of the sacrifice, a number of the sacrifices provided an opportunity for the priests to eat. This was also true in Babylonian practice, according to which the king, the priest and other temple personnel received portions of the sacrifices. As early as Sumerian texts it was considered a grievous crime to eat that which had been set apart as holy. Most peoples in other ancient Near Eastern religious traditions were required to maintain temples in much the same way. The food was to be "consumed" by the god(s) but, of course, was instead eaten by the temple personnel. For more information on tithing see comment on Numbers 18:31-32. 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament, Copyright © 2000 by John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews and Mark W. Chavalas. Published by Intervarsity Press- All rights reserved)
10:35: Torah laws concerning support of the Temple do not mention this tax. However, there is a requirement that the priests keep the fire burning continuously for the sacrifices in the sanctuary (Leviticus 6:2-23). It may have been understood at the time of Nehemiah that this requirement could not be fulfilled unless a supply of wood was guaranteed. (See 13:31; Talmud m. Ta’an. 4.5; b. Ta’an. 28a).  [Jewish Study Bible]
10:37: As in the case of the prohibition against intermarriage, the laws of tithing and priestly support are given in more detail than in the Torah. The claim that these laws are as is written in the Teaching (‘Torah’) should be understood to mean that the authoritative interpretation of Torah has the same authority as Torah itself. These stipulations of their covenant are violated by the people, and Nehemiah must reinforce them in 5:1-5; 13:1-3, 10-12, 15-17, 19-22, and 23-28.  [Jewish Study Bible]

Note: you must remember to the Jewish mind the oral Torah and the written Torah are equal as inspired. They say that Moses gave Israel both the written and oral Torah. We have the written and the Jews were to pass on down from father to son the oral Torah.  Paul the Learner
Nehemiah 10:35-39

Verse 35 
1. "And we cast lots among the priests, the Levites, and the people for the wood-offering, to bring it into the house of our God, after our houses, at times appointed, year by year, to burn upon the altar of the Lord our God, as it is written in the law." 
2. In the law we merely find it prescribed that wood should be constantly burning on the altar, and that the priest should burn wood on it every morning, and burn thereon the burnt-offering (Leviticus 6:12 f.). 
3. The law gave no directions concerning the procuring of the wood; yet the rulers of the people must, at all events, have always provided for the regular delivery of the necessary quantity.

4. Nehemiah now gives orders, as he himself tells us, Nehemiah 13:31, which make this matter the business of the congregation, and the several houses have successively to furnish a contribution, in the order decided by casting lots. 
5. The words, "at times appointed, year by year," justify the conclusion that the order was settled for several years, and not that all the different houses contributed in each year.
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Note: Josephus says of this feast, that the feast of wood-carrying does not designate that one day of the year on which the wood was delivered for the service of the altar. According to Mishnah Taanit, chapter 4, nine days in the year were appointed for the delivery of wood, viz., 1st Nisan, 20th  Tammuz, 5th, 7th, and 10th,  Ab, etc. The feast of wood-carrying may be compared with our harvest festival. 

Verse 36-39. 
(a) It was also arranged to contribute the first-fruits prescribed in the law. 
(b) The first-fruits of the ground, compare Exodus 23:19; 34:26; Deuteronomy 26:2; 
(c) The first-fruits of all fruit trees, compare Numbers 18:13; Leviticus 19:23; 
(d) The first-born of our sons who were redeemed according to the estimation of the priest, Numbers 18:16, 
(e) And of our cattle (i.e., in the case of the unclean, the required redemption, Exodus 13:12 f., Numbers 18:15), 
(f) And the firstlings of the herds and of the flocks, 
(g) The fat of which was consumed on the altar, the flesh becoming the share of the priests, Numbers 18:17.
In v. 38 and we will bring the first-fruits. `Aricowt, probably groats or ground flour; see Numbers 15:20, etc. tªruwmowt (OT: 8641), heave-offerings, the offering in this connection, is probably that of wheat and barley, Ezekiel 45:13, or of the fruits of the field, which are suitably followed by the "fruit of all manner of trees."   (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary) 

On "the first of the wine and oil," compare Numbers 18:12. 
A. These offerings of first-fruits were to be brought into the chambers of the house of God, where they were to be kept in store, and distributed to the priests for their support. 
B. "And the tithes of our ground (will we bring) to the Levites; and they, the Levites, receive the tithes in all our country towns. (V. 39) 
C. And a priest, a son of Aaron, shall be with the Levites when the Levites take tithes; and the Levites shall bring the tithe of the tithes to the house of our God, into the chambers of the treasury." 
D. Many expositors adhere to this meaning in these passages also, and translate v. 38: for they, the Levites, must give again the tenth (to the priests); and v. 39: when the Levites give the tenth; while the LXX, Vulgate, Syriac, Rashi, Aben Ezra, Clericus, Bertheau, and others, take `iseer and he`esiyr in these sentences as signifying to collect tithe.
E. We prefer the latter view, as giving a more suitable sense. 
F. For the remark that the Levites must give back the tenth (v. 38) does not present so appropriate a motive for the demand that the tithes should be paid, as that the tithes are due to the Levites.

G. Still less does the addition, in our agricultural towns, suit the sentence: the Levites must give back the tithe to the priests. 
H. Again, the fact that it is not said till v. 39 that the Levites have to give the tenth of the tenth to the priests, speaks still more against this view. 
I. A priest is to be present when the Levites take the tenth, so that the share of the priests may not be lessened. 
J. On "the tenth of the tenth," compare Numbers 18:26. 
K. Hezekiah had provided store-chambers in the temple, in which to deposit the tithes, 1 Chronicles 31:11.  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
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10:40. V. 40 is confirmatory of the preceding clause: the Levites were to bring the tithe of the tithes for the priests into the chambers of the temple; for thither are both the children of Israel and the Levites, to bring all heave-offerings of corn, new wine, and oil: for there are the holy vessels for the service of the altar (comp. Num 4:15). 
And the priests that minister, and the doorkeepers and the singers, for whose maintenance these gifts provide. "And we will not forsake the house of our God," i.e., we will take care that the service of God's house shall be provided for; compare Nehemiah 13:11-14.

(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)
Note: In the Hebrew Text here, we find that our Scriptures are always behind one verse. 
Paul the Learner

Example: ‘For the children of Israel and the children of Levi….house of our God.’  Nehemiah 10:39

‘ For it is to the storerooms that the Israelites and the Levites must bring the gifts of grain,     wine, and oil…”We will not neglect the House of our God.”  Nehemiah 10:40
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Chapter 11 Increase of the Inhabitants of Jerusalem List of the Inhabitants of Jerusalem, and of the Other Towns
Nehemiah 11:1-14

11:1 The People Dwelling in Jerusalem 

Now the leaders of the people dwelt at Jerusalem; the rest of the people cast lots to bring one out of ten to dwell in Jerusalem, the holy city, and nine-tenths were to dwell in other cities. 2 And the people blessed all the men who willingly offered them to dwell at Jerusalem. 3 These are the heads of the province that dwelt in Jerusalem. (But in the cities of Judah everyone dwelt in his own possession in their cities — Israelites, priests, Levites, Nethinim, and descendants of Solomon's servants.) 4 Also in Jerusalem dwelt some of the children of Judah and of the children of Benjamin. The children of Judah: Athaiah the son of Uzziah, the son of Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, the son of Mahalalel, of the children of Perez; 5 and Maaseiah the son of Baruch, the son of Col-Hozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, the son of Shiloni. 6 All the sons of Perez who dwelt at Jerusalem were four hundred and sixty-eight valiant men. 
7 And these are the sons of Benjamin: Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of Jeshaiah; 8 and after him Gabbai and Sallai, nine hundred and twenty-eight. 9 Joel the son of Zichri was their overseer, and Judah the son of Senuah was second over the city. 10 Of the priests: Jedaiah the son of Joiarib, and Jachin; 11 Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, was the leader of the house of God. 12 Their brethren who did the work of the house were eight hundred and twenty-two; and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the son of Zechariah, the son of Pashhur, the son of Malchijah, 13 and his brethren, heads of the fathers' houses, were two hundred and forty-two; and Amashai the son of Azarel, the son of Ahzai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son of Immer, 14 and their brethren, mighty men of valor, were one hundred and twenty-eight. Their overseer was Zabdiel the son of one of the great men.   NKJV
11:1-36

Populating Jerusalem

11:1-2. why would people not want to live in Jerusalem? 

a. The mere fact that lots were cast implies that some were forced to live in Jerusalem. 

b. Lot casting was considered in the ancient Near Eastern and Mediterranean world as a way of allowing God (or the gods) to determine the fate of a certain situation. 

c. Thus the people who were chosen to go considered it a divine mandate (for more information about the casting of lots see comments on Joshua 7:14-18 and Jonah 1:7-10). 

d. Since Jerusalem had been devastated and was the point of great contention between the Jews and neighboring peoples, it was neither an attractive nor a safe place in which to live in the fifth century B.C. 

e. Additionally, it can be understood that people would not be anxious to abandon their farms and jeopardize their landholdings.   (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)

11:1-24: The list of those who settled in Jerusalem.

11:2: Who willingly settled: Despite its status as “the holy city,” for economic reasons settlement in Jerusalem was not attractive, as recognized by the rabbis (Talmud b. Ketub. 110b). 

    [Jewish Study Bible]
CHAPTER ELEVEN
NEHEMIAH

Nehemiah 11:1-3

Vv. 1 and 2 narrate the carrying out of Nehemiah's resolution, Nehemiah7:4, to make Jerusalem more populous, and follow 7:5 as to matter, but the end of chapter 10 as to time. 
(a) For while Nehemiah, after the completion of the wall, was occupied with the thought of bringing into the thinly populated capital a larger number of inhabitants. 
(b) And had for this purpose convoked a public assembly, that a list of the whole Israelite population of the towns of Benjamin and Judah might be taken in hand, the seventh month of the year arrived, in which all the people assembled at Jerusalem to perform those acts of worship and solemnities (described 8-10) in which this month abounded. 
(c) Hence it was not till after the termination of these services that Nehemiah was able to carry out the measures he had resolved on. 
(d) For there can be no doubt that vv. 1 and 2 of the present chapter narrate the execution of these measures.
(e) The statement that one in ten of all the people was appointed by lot to dwell in Jerusalem, and the remaining nine in other cities, and that the people blessed the men who showed themselves willing to dwell at Jerusalem, can have no other meaning than, that the inhabitants of Jerusalem were increased in this proportion, and that this was consequently the measure which God had, according to Nehemiah 7:5, put it into Nehemiah's heart to take. 
(f) The statement taken by itself is indeed very brief, and its connection with 7:5 not very evident.

(g) For Nehemiah's style not unfrequently exhibits a certain abruptness; compare e.g., the commencements of chapters 5 and 6 or the information 13:6, which are no less abrupt.
(h) Besides, as the connection between Nehemiah 7:5 and 11:1 is interrupted by the relation of the events of the seventh month, so, too, is the account of the building of the wall, 4:17; 6:15 f., and 7:1, interrupted by the insertion of occurrences which took place during its progress. 
(i) The first sentence, v. 1, "And the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem," cannot be so closely connected with the next, "and the rest of the people cast lots," etc., as to place the rulers in direct contrast to the rest of the people, but must be understood by its retrospect to 7:4, which gives the following contrast: 

1. The rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem, but few of the people dwelt there; to this is joined the next sentence: and the rest of the people cast lots. 
2. The "rest of the people" do not mean the assembled people with the exception of the rulers, but the people with the exception of the few who dwelt at Jerusalem. 
3. These cast lots to bring (lªhaabiy' (OT: 935)) one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem. 
4. The predicate, the holy city, occurs here and v. 18 for the first time. 
5. Jerusalem is so called, on the ground of the prophecies, Joel 3:17 and Isaiah 48:2, because the sanctuary of God, the temple, was there. 
6. Those who showed themselves willing to dwell in Jerusalem, is taken by most expositors in contrast to those who were bound to do this in consequence of the decision of the lot; and it is then further supposed that some first went to Jerusalem of their free choice, and that the lot was then cast with respect to the rest. 
7. There are not, however, sufficient grounds for this conclusion, nor yet for the assumption that the decision of the lot was regarded as a constraint. 
8. The disposal of the lot was accepted as a divine decision, with which all had, whether willingly or unwillingly, to comply. 
9. All who willingly acquiesced in this decision might be designated as mitªnadªbiym (OT: 5068 to volunteer); and these departed to Jerusalem accompanied by the blessings of the people.
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11:1-3
10. Individuals are not so much meant, as chiefly fathers of families, who went with their wives and children.

Nehemiah 11:3-36. The inhabitants of Jerusalem and the other cities - 
V. 3. The title reads: "These are the heads of the province that dwelt at Jerusalem; and in the cities of Judah dwelt every one in his possession in their cities, Israel, the priests, the Levites, the Nethinim, and the sons of Solomon's servants." Even the enumeration of the different classes of inhabitants:
(1)  Israel, the priests, etc., clearly shows that no such contrast is intended; for Israel, the priests, etc., dwelt not only in Jerusalem, but also, according to v. 20, in the other cities of Judah. 
(2) And this is placed beyond all doubt by the contents of the list following; the inhabitants of Jerusalem being enumerated 4-24, and the inhabitants of the other cities of Judah and Benjamin, 25-36.
With v. 4 begins the enumeration of the heads dwelling in Jerusalem, with their houses; and the first clause contains a special title, which affirms that (certain) of the children of Judah and of the children of Benjamin dwelt at Jerusalem. On the parallel list of the inhabitants of Jerusalem before the captivity, 1 Chronicles 9:2-34, and its relation to the present list, see the remarks on 1 Chronicles 9.

4b-6 Of the children of Judah two heads: 
(a) Athaiah of the children of Perez (compare 1 Chronicles 2:4), and Maaseiah of the children of Shela. 
(b) It has been already remarked on 1 Chronicles 9:5, Kaal-chozeh (OT: 3626 Col-Hozeh, an Israelite) is a proper name, as in Nehemiah 3:15. 
(c) Athaiah and Maaseiah are not further known. 
(d) There were in all four hundred and sixty-eight able-bodied men of the sons of Perez, i.e., four hundred and sixty-eight fathers of families of the race of Perez, among who are probably included the fathers of families belonging to Shela, the younger brother of Perez.

Nehemiah 11:7-9

Of the Benjamites there were two heads of houses: Sallu, and after him Gabbai-Sallai, with nine hundred and twenty-eight fathers of families. Their chief was Joel the son of Zichri, and Jehuda the son of Sennah over the city as second (prefect).

Nehemiah 11:10-14

Of the priests: Jedaiah, Joiarib, and Jachin, three heads of houses, therefore of orders of priests (for ben (son of) before Joiarib probably crept into the text by a clerical error; see 1 Chronicles 9:10); Seraiah, a descendant of Ahitub, as ruler of the house of God, and their brethren, i.e., the eight hundred and twenty-two ministering priests belonging to these three orders. 
Also Adaiah, of the house or order of Malchiah, and his brethren, two hundred and forty-two fathers of families; and lastly, Amashai, of the order of Immer, with one hundred and twenty-eight brethren, i.e., priests. And their chief was Zabdiel ben [son of] Haggedolim. V. 13 is striking, for the brethren of Adaiah, in number two hundred and forty-two, could not be heads of houses, but only fathers of families. The words seem to have come into the text only by comparing it with 1 Chronicles 9:13. 
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Nehemiah 11:15-24

15 Also of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah, the son of Bunni; 16 Shabbethai and Jozabad, of the heads of the Levites, had the oversight of the business outside of the house of God; 17 Mattaniah the son of Micha, the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, the leader who began the thanksgiving with prayer; Bakbukiah, the second among his brethren; and Abda the son of Shammua, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun. 18 All the Levites in the holy city were two hundred and eighty-four. 19 Moreover the gatekeepers, Akkub, Talmon, and their brethren who kept the gates, were one hundred and seventy-two. 20 And the rest of Israel, of the priests and Levites, were in all the cities of Judah, everyone in his inheritance. 21 But the Nethinim dwelt in Ophel. And Ziha and Gishpa were over the Nethinim. 22 Also the overseer of the Levites at Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Micha, of the sons of Asaph, the singers in charge of the service of the house of God. 23 For it was the king's command concerning them that a certain portion should be for the singers, a quota day by day. 24 Pethahiah the son of Meshezabel, of the children of Zerah the son of Judah, was the king's deputy in all matters concerning the people. NKJV
Nehemiah 11:23

11:23. singers under the king's orders. The king referred to here is most likely the Persian king Artaxerxes I, who was interested in the continuation of the cultic practices (see Ezra 4:8-10; 7:21-24). Most ancient Near Eastern kings from the third millennium B.C. onward employed professional singers in their courts. For instance, Zimri-Lim of Mari (c. 1780 B.C. - 1760 B.C.) had a large retinue of singers connected to his court. For singers in Israel see comment on 2 Chronicles 29:27-30. (IVP)
11:24. the king's agent. There is evidence in the sources dealing with the Persian Empire of high-level emissaries who represented the king in the various satrapies. They occasionally appear in the Persian court to make appeals on behalf of the satrap, and they report to the king about activities in the region and advise him on local matters.    (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
Nehemiah 11:15-19

A. Of Levites, Shemaiah, a descendant of Bunni, with the members of his house; Shabbethai and Jozabad, "of the heads of the Levites over the outward business of the house of God," i.e., two heads of the Levites who had the care of the outward business of the temple, probably charged with the preservation of the building and furniture, and the office of seeing that all things necessary for the temple worship were duly delivered. 
B. The names Shabbethai and Jozabad have already occurred, Nehemiah 8:7, as those of two Levites, and are here also personal names of heads of Levites. 
C. As the office of these two is stated, so also is that of those next following in v. 17; whence it appears that Shemaiah, of whom no such particular is given, was head of the Levites charged with attending on the priests at the sacrificial worship.
D. The three named in v. 17, Mattaniah an Asaphite, Bakbukiah, and Abda a Jeduthunite, are the chiefs of the three Levitical orders of singers. 
E. Mattaniah is called, head of the beginning, which gives no meaning; and should probably, as in the LXX and Vulgate, be read hatªhilaah ro'sh: head of the songs of praise-he praised for who praised, i.e., sounded the Hodu for prayer; compare 1 Chronicles 16:5, where Asaph is called the chief of the band of singers. 
F. He is followed by Bakbukiah as second, that is, leader of the second band; and Abda the Jeduthunite, as leader of the third. 
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11:15-19
G. All the Levites in the holy city, i.e., all who dwelt in Jerusalem, amounted to two hundred and eighty-four individuals or fathers of families. The number refers only to the three classes named vv. 15-17. For the gatekeepers are separately numbered in v. 19 as one hundred and seventy-two, of the families of Akkub and Talmon.
Nehemiah 11:20-24

Certain special remarks follow in vv. 20-24. - V. 20 states that the rest of the Israelites, priests, and Levites dwelt in all the (other) cities of Judah, each in his inheritance. These cities are enumerated in v. 25 f.

Verse 21 the Nethinim dwelt in Ophel, the southern slope of Mount Moriah; see Nehemiah 3:26. Their chiefs were Zihah and Gispa. Tsiychaah occurs Ezra 2:43, followed by chasuwpaa', as head of a division of Levites. For it does not follow that, because a division of Nethinim was descended from Hasupha, that Gishpa, one of the chiefs of those Nethinim who dwelt on Ophel, must be the same individual as this Hasupha.

Verse 22-23. 
a. And the overseer (chief) of the Levites at Jerusalem was Uzzi, the son of Bani, of the sons of Asaph, the singers, in the business of the house of God. 
b. The mªlaa'kaah (OT: 4399 deputyship, ministry) of the house of God was the duty of the Levites of the house of Shemaiah, v. 15.
c. Hence the remark in the present verse is supplementary to v. 15. 
d. The chiefs or presidents of the two other divisions of Levites-of those to whom the outward business was entrusted, and of the singers-are named in vv. 16 and 17; while, in the case of those entrusted with the business of the house of God, v. 15, the chiefs are not named, probably because they were over the singers, the sons of Asaph, who in v. 15 had not as yet been named. 
e. The business of the Levites in the house of God was determined by the command of the king; the business of the singers, on the contrary, especially that one of the singers should exercise a supervision over the services of the Levites in worship, was made the matter of, an agreement entered into among themselves by the different divisions of Levites. 
f. The king is not David, who once regulated the services of the Levites (1 Chronicles 23:4 f.), but the Persian king Artaxerxes, who is mentioned and undoubtedly refers to the full power bestowed by Artaxerxes upon Ezra to order all that concerned the worship of God at Jerusalem; Ezra 7:12 f.

Verse 24 Finally, the official is named who had to transact with the king the affairs of the people, i.e., of the whole Jewish community in Judah and Jerusalem. Pethahiah, a Jew of the descendants of Zerah, was at the king's hand in all matters concerning the people, at his court. (Keil & Delitzsch Comm.)

Neh 11:25-36
25 The People Dwelling Outside Jerusalem 

And as for the villages with their fields, some of the children of Judah dwelt in Kirjath Arba and its villages, Dibon and its villages, Jekabzeel and its villages; 26 in Jeshua, Moladah, Beth Pelet, 27 Hazar Shual, and Beersheba and its villages; 28 in Ziklag and Meconah and its villages; 29 in En Rimmon, Zorah, Jarmuth, 30 Zanoah, Adullam, and their villages; in Lachish and its fields; in Azekah and its villages. They dwelt from Beersheba to the Valley of Hinnom. 
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31 Also the children of Benjamin from Geba dwelt in Michmash, Aija, and Bethel, and their villages; 32 in Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah; 33 in Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim; 34 in Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat; 35 in Lod, Ono, and the Valley of Craftsmen. 36 Some of the Judean divisions of Levites were in Benjamin. 

NKJV

Nehemiah 11:25-36

11:25-36. territorial settlements. All of the names of the cities in the list appear in Joshua 15, except for Dibon, Jeshua and Meconah. The list shows that the Jews lived in a comparatively large area. The Judah list focuses on the Negev and the Shephelah, while the Benjamin list covers the central hills and the coastal plain. This may offer the parameters of the Persian province.  (IVP Bible Commentary) 
11:25-36: The distribution of village settlements in Judah. Eleven of the listed settlements are said to be in territory known to be under Edomite-Arab control after the destruction of the First Temple, and scholars have questioned the historical reliability of this source. Some scholars have suggested that the settlement list reflects the conquest list in Joshua chapters 14-15.  [Jewish Study Bible]

Nehemiah 11:25-36

The inhabitants of the towns of Judah and Benjamin - The heads that, with their houses, inhabited country districts are here no longer enumerated, but only the towns, with their adjacent neighborhoods, which were inhabited by Jews and Benjamites; and even these, are but summarily mentioned.

Verse 25-30. 
(a) The districts inhabited by the children of Judah.
(b) "And with respect to the towns in their fields, there dwelt of the sons of Judah in Kirjath-Arba and its daughters," etc. 
(c) Properly enclosures, signifies, according to Leviticus 25:31, villages, towns, boroughs, without walls, the villages and estates belonging to a town; as frequently in the lists of towns in the book of Joshua. 
(d) Kirjath-Arba is Hebron, Genesis 23:2. Jekabzeel, like Kabzeel, Joshua 15:21. 
(e) Chatseereyhaa (OT: 2691), its enclosed places, the estates belonging to a town, as in Joshua 15:45 f. Jeshua, mentioned only here, and unknown. 
(f) Moladah and Beth-phelet, Joshua 15:26-27. 
(g) Hazar-Shual, i.e., Fox-court, probably to be sought for in the ruins of Thaly; see Joshua 15:28.

(h) Beersheba, now Bir es Seba; see Genesis 21:31. 
(i) Ziklag, at the ancient Asluj, see Joshua 15:31. 
(j) Mekonah mentioned only here, and unknown. 
(k) En-rimmon; see 1 Chronicles 4:32. 
(l) Zareah, Jarmuth, Zanoah, and Adullam in the plains (see Joshua 15:33-35), where were also Lachish and Azekah; see on 2 Chronicles 11:9. – 
In v. 30 b the whole region then inhabited by Jews is comprised in the words: "And they dwelt from Beer-sheba (the south-western boundary of Canaan) to the valley of Hinnom, in Jerusalem," through which ran the boundaries of the tribes of Benjamin and Judah (Joshua 15:8).
(Keil and Delitzsch Bible Commentary)
Remember that Keil and Delitzsch will search out the small detail of a verse and give you more information from a list than any one else that I know of.   Paul the Learner
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Verse 31-35 the dwellings of the Benjamites. V. 31. 
(1) The children of Benjamin dwelt from Geba to Michmash, Aija, etc. Geba, according to 2 Kings 23:8 and Joshua 14:10, the northern boundary of the kingdom of Judah, is the half-ruined village of Jibia in the Wady el Jib, three leagues north of Jerusalem, and three-quarters of a league north-east of Ramah (Er Ram); see on Joshua 18:24. 
(2) Michmash, now Mukhmas, sixty-three minutes north-east of Geba, and three and a half leagues north of Jerusalem; see 1 Samuel 13:2. 
(3) Aija, probably one with haa`ay, Joshua 7:2; 8:1 f., the situation of which is still a matter of dispute, Van de Velde supposing it to be the present Tell el Hadshar, three-quarters of a league south-east of Beitin. 
(4) While Schegg, on the contrary, places it in the position of the present Tayibeh, six leagues north of Jerusalem - a position scarcely according with Isaiah 10:28 f., the road from Tayibeh to Michmash and Geba not leading past Migron (Makhrun), which is not far from Beitin. 
(5) We therefore abide by the view advocated by Krafft and Strauss that the ruins of Medinet Chai or Gai, east of Geba, point out the situation of the ancient Ai or Ajja; see Joshua 7:2.
(6) Bethel is the present Beitin; see on Joshua 7:2. 
(7) The position of Nob is not as yet certainly ascertained.  

(8) Hadid, Adida', see Ezra 2:33. 
(9) Zeboim, in a valley of the same name (1 Samuel 13:18), is not yet discovered. 
(10) Neballat, mentioned only here, is preserved in Beith Nebala, about two leagues north-east of Ludd (Lydda); compare Robinson Palestine, and Van de Velde, Mem page 336. 
(11) With respect to Lod and Ono, see 1 Chronicles 8:12; and on the valley of craftsmen, compare 1 Chronicles 4:14. 
(12) The omission of Jericho, Gibeon, and Mizpah is the more remarkable, inasmuch as inhabitants of these towns are mentioned as taking part in the building of the wall (Nehemiah 3:2, 7).  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
Verse 36. The enumeration concludes with the remark, "Of the Levites came divisions of Judah to Benjamin," which can only signify that divisions of Levites who, according to former arrangements, belonged to Judah, now came to Benjamin, i.e., dwelt among the Benjamites.
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Nehemiah 12:1-21

12:1 The Priests and Levites (cf. Ezra 2:36-40)
Now these are the priests and the Levites who came up with Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 2 Amariah, Malluch, Hattush, 3 Shechaniah, Rehum, Meremoth, 4 Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah, 5 Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah, 6 Shemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah, 7 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, and Jedaiah. These were the heads of the priests and their brethren in the days of Jeshua. 8 Moreover the Levites were Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah who led the thanksgiving psalms, he and his brethren. 9 Also Bakbukiah and Unni, their brethren, stood across from them in their duties. 10 Jeshua begot Joiakim, Joiakim begot Eliashib, Eliashib begot Joiada, 11 Joiada begot Jonathan, and Jonathan begot Jaddua. 12 Now in the days of Joiakim, the priests, the heads of the fathers' houses were: of Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hananiah; 13 of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amariah, Jehohanan; 14 of Melichu, Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Joseph; 15 of Harim, Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai; 16 of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam; 17 of Abijah, Zichri; the son of Minjamin; of Moadiah, Piltai; 18 of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah, Jehonathan; 19 of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi; 20 of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber; 21 of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; and of Jedaiah, Nethanel. NKJV
[General Information – 12:1-26: Lists of priests, Levites, and gatekeepers of the Temple. This list supplements 11:10-24. It post dates Nehemiah and is dated to the 4th century BCE. [JSB]
12:1-7: This list of priests overlaps significantly with the list of priests who signed the covenant document in chapter 10.  [Jewish Study Bible]

12:1 these
a. Nehemiah had given the heads of families (7:6 -73) and the numbers of the four classes of priests (7:39-42). Compare Ezra 2:36-39.

b. Here he inserts twenty-two names, the heads of priest’s classes, or courses formed out of these four, “in the days of Jeshua” (verse 7). See Ezra 6:18.   The Companion Bible
Note: the Ezra found in the first verse is not the Ezra of the book of Ezra.  The Companion Bible
Chapter 12:1-43 lists of Priests and Levites and the Dedication of the Wall of Jerusalem
(a) The list of the inhabitants of the province, chapter 11, is followed by lists of the priests and Levites (Nehemiah 12:1-26). 
(b) These different lists are, in point of fact, all connected with the genealogical register of the Israelite population of the whole province, taken by Nehemiah (Nehemiah 7:5) for the purpose of enlarging the population of Jerusalem, though the lists of the orders of priests and Levites in the present chapter were made partly at an earlier, and partly at a subsequent period. 
(c) It is because of this actual connection that they are inserted in the history of the building of the wall of Jerusalem, which terminates with the narrative of the solemn dedication of the completed wall in vv. 27-43.
Chapter 12:1-26. Lists of the orders of priests and Levites. - Vv. 1-9 contains a list of the heads of the priests and Levites who returned from Babylon with Zerubbabel and Joshua. The high priests during five generations are next mentioned by name, vv. 10, 11. Then follow the names of the heads of the priestly houses in the days of Joiakim the high priest; and finally, vv. 22-26, the names of the heads of the Levites at the same period, with titles and subscriptions.
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Verse 1-7. 
a. V. 1a contains the title of the first list, vv. 1-9. "These are the priests and Levites who went up with Zerubbabel...and Joshua;" compare Ezra 2:1-2. 
b. Then follow vv. 1b-7, the names of the priests, with the subscription: "These are the heads of the priests and of their brethren, in the days of Joshua." 
c. The brethren of the priests are the Levites, as being their fellow-tribesmen and assistants. 
d. Two-and-twenty names of such heads are enumerated, and these reappear, with but slight variations attributable to clerical errors, as names of priestly houses in vv. 12-21, where they are given in conjunction with the names of those priests who, in the days of Joiakim, either represented these houses, or occupied as heads the first position in them. 
e. The greater number, viz., 15, of these have already been mentioned as among those who, together with Nehemiah, sealed as heads of their respective houses the agreement to observe the law, chapter 10. 
f. Hence the present chapter appears to be the most appropriate place for comparing with each other the several statements given in the books of Nehemiah and Ezra, concerning the divisions or orders of priests in the period immediately following the return from the captivity. 
g. And for discussing the question how the heads and houses of priests enumerated in Nehemiah 10 and 12 stands related on the one hand to the list of the priestly races who returned with Zerubbabel and Joshua, and on the other to the twenty-four orders of priests instituted by David.

h. For the purpose of giving an intelligible answer to this question, we first place in juxtaposition the three lists given in Nehemiah, chapters 10 and 12.

(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)

12:1-26

List of Priests and Levites

12:8. in charge of songs of thanksgiving. There is a detailed account of the organization of the Levitical choir and orchestra by David in 1 Chronicles 15:16-24. However, few other descriptions of the music of the court are given. There may have been an equal number of males and females in the choir (see Ezra 2:65). Some have argued that the choir actually chanted rather than sang. Apart from this passage we have no evidence of the responsibilities of the person in charge of the songs of thanksgiving. Musicians are counted among temple personnel in Neo-Assyrian inscriptions and included both male and female singers. A chief singer is mentioned in one text from Nimrud. 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament, Copyright © 2000 by John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews and Mark W. Chavalas. Published by Intervarsity Press - All rights reserved)
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7. Hattush 
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Shebaniah 

Joseph

8. Shebaniah 

8. Rehum* 

Harim 


Adna

9. Malluch 

9. Meremoth* 

Meraioth 

Helkai

10. Harim 

10. Iddo 

Idiah 


Zecariah

11. Meremoth 

11. Ginnethon* 
Ginnethon 

Meshullam

12. Obadiah 

12. Abijah* 

Abijah 


Zichri

13. Daniel 

13. Miamin* 

Miniamin 
  
- 

14. Ginnethon 

14. Maadiah* 

Moadiah 

Piltai

15. Baruch 

15. Bilgah* 

Bilgah 


Shammua

16. Meshullam 
16. Shemaiah* 
Shemaiah 

Jehonathan

17. Abijah 

17. Joiarib 

Joiarib 


Mathnai

18. Mijamin 

18. Jedaiah 

Jedaiah 

Uzzi

19. Maaziah 

19. Sallu 

Sallai 


Kallai

20. Bilgai 

20. Amok 

Amok 


Eber

21. Shemaiah 

21. Hilkiah 

Hilkiah 

Hashabiah

22. Jedaiah 

22. Jedaiah 

Nethaneel 

(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)
(a) When, in the first place, we compare the two series in chapter 12, we find the name of the head of the house of Minjamin, and the names both of the house and the head, Hattush, between Meluchi and Shebaniah, omitted. 
(b) In other respects the two lists agree both in the order and number of the names, with the exception of unimportant variations in the names, as mªluwkiy (Chethiv, v. 14) for maluwkª (OT: 4409) 
(c) (v. 2); shªkanªyaah (OT: 7935) (v. 3) for shªbanªyaah (OT: 7645) 
(d) (v. 14, Neh 10:6); rªchum (OT: 7348) (v. 3), a transposition of chaarim (OT: 2766) 
(e) (v. 15, 10:6); mªraayowt (OT: 4812) (v. 15) instead of mªreemowt (OT: 4822) 
(f) (v. 3, 10:6); `dy' (Chethiv, v. 16) instead of `idow' (OT: 5714) 
(g) (v. 4); miyaamiyn (OT: 3225) (v. 5) for minªyaamiyn (OT: 4509) 
(h) (v. 17); mow`adªyaah (OT: 4153) (v. 17) for ma`adªyaah (OT: 4573) (v. 4), or, according to a different pronunciation, ma`azªyaah (OT: 4590) 
(i) (10:9); calay (OT: 5543) (v. 20) for caluw (OT: 5543) (v. 7). – 
If we next compare the two lists in chapter 12 with that in chapter 10, we find that of the twenty-two names given (chapter 12), the fifteen marked thus * occur also in chapter 10; `azarªyaah (OT: 5838), 10:4, being evidently a clerical error, or another form of `ezªraa' (OT: 5830), 12:2, 13.
         (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)

Note: are you now thinking of what the apostle Paul said, ‘endless genealogies.  Paul the Learner  
1. Of the names enumerated in chapter 10, Pashur, Malchiah, Obadiah, Daniel, Baruch, and Meshullam are wanting in chapter 12, and are replaced by Iddo and the six last: Joiarib, Jedaiah, Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, and Jedaiah. 
2. The name of Eliashib the high priest being also absent, Bertheau seeks to explain this difference by supposing that a portion of the priests refused their signatures because they did not concur in the strict measures of Ezra and Nehemiah. 
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3. This conjecture would be conceivable, if we found in chapter 10 that only thirteen orders or heads of priests had signed instead of twenty-two. 
4. Since, however, instead of the seven missing names, six others signed the covenant, this cannot be the reason for the difference between the names in the two documents (chapters 10, 12), which is probably to be found in the time that elapsed between the making of these lists. 
5. The date of the list, Nehemiah 12:1-7, is that of Zerubbabel and Joshua (536 BC); that of the other in chapter 12, the times of the high priest Joiakim the son of Joshua, i.e., at the earliest, the latter part of the reign of Darius Hystaspis, perhaps even the reign of Xerxes.
6. How, then, are the two lists in chapter 12 and that in chapter 10, agreeing as they do in names, related to the list of the priests who, according to Ezra 2:36-39 and Nehemiah 7:39-42, returned from Babylon with Zerubbabel and Joshua? 
7. The traditional view, founded on the statements of the Talmud, [Keil & Delitzsch]
(Note: In Hieros. Taanith, f. 68 a; Tosafta Taanith, c. 11, in Babyl. Erachin, f. 12 b. The last statement is, according to Herzfeld, Gesch. I. p. 393, as follows: 
A. "Four divisions of priests returned from captivity, viz., Jedaiah, Charim, Paschur, and Immer. 
B. These the prophets of the returned captives again divided into twenty-four; whereupon their names were written upon tickets and put in an urn, from which Jedaiah drew five, and each of the other three before-named divisions as many: 
C. It was then ordained by those prophets, that even if the division Joiarib (probably the first division before the captivity) should return, Jedaiah should nevertheless retain his position, and Joiarib should be lw Tpl (associated with him, belonging to him)." 

Compare Bertheau on Nehemiah page 230, and Oehler in Herzog's Realencycl. xii. p. 185, who, though refusing this tradition the value of independent historical testimony, still gives it more weight than it deserves.) is, that the four divisions given in Ezra 2 and Nehemiah 7, "the sons of Jedaiah, the sons of Immer, the sons of Pashur and Harim," were the priests of the four (Davidic) orders of Jedaiah, Immer, Malchijah, and Harim (the second, sixteenth, fifth, and third orders of 1 Chronicles 24).

For the sake of restoring, according to the ancient institution, a greater number of priestly orders, the twenty-two orders enumerated in Nehemiah 12 were formed from these four divisions; and the full number of twenty-four was not immediately completed, only because, according to Ezra 2:61 and Nehemiah 7:63 f., three families of priests who could not find their registers returned, as well as those before named, and room was therefore left for their insertion in the twenty-four orders: 
       (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)
A. For if these four races were only four orders of priests, each order must have numbered about 1120 males, and the twenty-four orders of the priesthood before the captivity would have yielded the colossal sum of from 24,000 to 26,000 priests. 
B. It is true that we have no statement of the numbers of the priesthood; but if the numbering of the Levites in David's times gave the amount of 38,000 males, the priests of that time could at the most have been 3800, and each of the twenty-four orders would have included in all 150 persons, or at most seventy-five priests of the proper age for officiating. 
C. Now, if this number had doubled in the interval of time extending to the close of the captivity, the 4487 who returned with Zerubbabel would have formed more than half of the whole number of priests then living, and not merely the amount of four classes. 
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D. Hence we cannot but regard Jedaiah, Immer, Pashur, and Harim, of Ezra 2:36, as names not of priestly orders, but of great priestly races. 
E. And explain the occurrence of three of these names as those of certain of the orders of priests formed by David, by the consideration, that the Davidic orders were names after heads of priestly families of the days of David, and that several of these heads, according to the custom of bestowing upon sons, grandsons, etc., the names of renowned ancestors, bore the names of the founders and heads of the greater races and houses.
F. The classification of the priests in Ezra 2:36 f. is genealogical, i.e., it follows not the division into orders made by David for the service of the temple, but the genealogical ramification into races and houses. 
G. The sons of Jedaiah, Immer, etc., are not the priests belonging to the official orders of Jedaiah, Immer, etc., but the priestly races descended from Jedaiah, etc. 
H. The four races (mentioned Ezra 2:36, etc.), each of which averaged upwards of 1000 men, were, as appears from Nehemiah 12:1-7 and 12, divided into twenty-two houses. 
I. From this number of houses, it was easy to restore the old division into twenty-four official orders. 
J. That it was not, however, considered necessary to make this artificial restoration of the twenty-four classes immediately, is seen from the circumstances that both under Joiakim, i.e., a generation after Zerubbabel's return (12:12-21), only twenty-two houses are enumerated, and under Nehemiah, i.e., after Ezra's return (in Nehemiah 10), only twenty-one heads of priestly houses sealed the document. 
K. Whether, and how the full number of twenty-four was completed, cannot, for want of information, be determined. 
L. The statement of Josephus (Ant. vii. 14. 7), that David's division into orders continues to this day, affords no sufficient testimony to the fact. 
M. According, then, to what has been said, the difference between the names in the two lists of chapters 10 and 12 is to be explained simply by the fact, that the names of those who sealed the covenant, chapter 10, are names neither of orders nor houses, but of heads of houses living in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah. 
N. Of these names, a portion coincides indeed with the names of the orders and houses, while the rest are different. 
O. The coincidence or sameness of the names does not, however, prove that the individuals belonged to the house whose name they bore. 
P. On the contrary, it appears from Nehemiah 12:13 and 16, that of two Meshullams, one was the head of the house of Ezra, the other of the house of Ginnethon; and hence, in chapter 10, Amariah may have belonged to the house of Malluch, Hattush to the house of Shebaniah, Malluch to the house of Meremoth, etc. 
Q. In this manner, both the variation and coincidence of the names in chapters 10 and 12 may be easily explained; the only remaining difficulty being, that in chapter 10 only twenty-one, not twenty-two, heads of houses are said to have sealed. 
R. This discrepancy seems, indeed, to have arisen from the omission of a name in transcription.

S. For the other possible explanation, viz. that in the interval between Joiakim and Nehemiah, the contemporary of Eliashib, and one house had died out is very far-fetched. (Keil & Delitzsch)
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Nehemiah 12:10-11

A note on the genealogy of the high-priestly line from Jeshua to Jaddua is inserted, so to speak, as a connecting link between the lists of Levites, to explain the statements concerning the dates of their composition-dates defined by the name of the respective high priests. 
The lists given vv. 1-9 were of the time of Jeshua; those from v. 12 and onwards, of the days of Joiakim and his successors. 
The name yownaataan (OT: 3129), as is obvious from vv. 22 and 23, is a clerical error for yowchaanaan (OT: 3110), Johanan, Greek Iooa'nnees (NT: 2491), of whom we are told, Josephus (Ant. xi. 7. 1) that he murdered his brother Jesus, and thus gave Bagoses, the general of Artaxerxes Mnemon, an opportunity for taking severe measures against the Jews.
Nehemiah 12:12-21

Vv. 12-21 contains the list of the priestly houses and their heads, which has been already explained in conjunction with that in vv. 1-7. Vv. 22-26. 
(1) The list of the heads of the Levites, vv. 22 and 24, is, according to v. 26, that of the days of Joiakim, and of the days of Nehemiah and Ezra. 
(2) Whence it follows, that it does not apply only to the time of Joiakim; for though Ezra might indeed have come to Jerusalem in the latter days of Joiakim's high-priesthood, yet Nehemiah's arrival found his successor Eliashib already in office, and the statements of vv. 22 and 23 must be understood accordingly.   (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)

Neh 12:22-26

22 During the reign of Darius the Persian, a record was also kept of the Levites and priests who had been heads of their fathers' houses in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua. 23 The sons of Levi, the heads of the fathers' houses until the days of Johanan the son of Eliashib, were written in the book of the chronicles. 24 And the heads of the Levites were Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with their brothers across from them, to praise and give thanks, group alternating with group, according to the command of David the man of God. 25 Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, and Akkub were gatekeepers keeping the watch at the storerooms of the gates. 26 These lived in the days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah the governor, and of Ezra the priest, the scribe. NKJV
Nehemiah 12:24

12:24. instructions of David. The only instructions for worship associated with David are those found throughout 1-2 Chronicles (e.g., see 1 Chronicles 15-16; 23-29). 

12:25. gatekeepers who guarded the storerooms at gates. For a discussion of the function of the gatekeepers see comment on 1 Chronicles 9:22-27.  (IVP Bible Background Commentary) 
12:23: The book of the chronicles is not the book of Chronicles included in the Tanakh [Jewish translation of the scriptures], but rather a collection of genealogical lists that was presumably preserved among the Temple documents. [Jewish Study Bible]
12:24:David the man of God: Compare Ezra 3:10, where David, who is traditionally viewed as the author of Psalms, is considered the author of the Temple liturgy.
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12:24:

The title the man of God may reflect a tradition that David was a prophet, since he composed parts of the Bible. In rabbinic traditions David is listed as one of ten figures (e.g. Moses, Elkana, Elisha, Micha), each of whom is said to be a “man of God,” “Ish Elohim” (reference Sifre Devarim, piska 342 on Deuteronomy 33:1; Avot R. Nat. version B, chapter 37).  [Jewish Study Bible]
Nehemiah 12:22-23

"With respect to the Levites in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua were recorded the heads of the houses, and also (those) of the priests during the reign of Darius the Persian." This verse seems to be the title of the list of Levites following, while the rest of its contents rather seem adapted for the subscription of the preceding list of priests (vv. 12-21). 

The use of `al (OT: 5921) with reference to time is to be explained by the circumstance that the time, and here therefore the reign of Darius, is regarded as the ground and soil of that which is done in it. As Darius is Darius Nothus, the second Persian monarch of that name, where also the meaning of this verse has been already discussed. 

In v. 23, the original document in which the list of Levites was originally included is alluded to as the book of the daily occurrences or events of the time, i.e., the public chronicle, a continuation of the former annals of the kingdom, and also to the days of Johanan, the son of Eliashib. So far did the official records of the chronicle extend. 
That Nehemiah may have been still living in the days of Johanan, i.e., in the time of his high-priesthood, has been already shown. The statements in vv. 22 and 23 are aphoristic, and of the nature of supplementary and occasional remarks.  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
Nehemiah 12:24-25

The names Hashabiah, Sherebiah, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, frequently occur as those of heads of Levitical orders: 
1. The two first in Nehemiah 10:12 f., Ezra 8:18 f.; t
2. The two last in v. 8, Nehemiah 10:10, and Ezra 2:40; 
3. And the comparison of these passages obliges us to regard and expunge as a gloss the ben (OT: 1121 son) before Kadmiel. 

a. Opposite to these four are placed their brethren, whose office it was "to praise (and) to give thanks according to the commandment of David," etc.: compare 1 Chronicles 16:4; 23:30; 2 Chronicles 5:13; ward opposite ward, elsewhere used of the gatekeepers, 1 Chronicle 26:16, is here applied to the position of the companies of singers in divine worship. 
b. The names of the brethren, i.e., of the Levitical singers, follow, v. 25, where the first three names must be separated from those which follow, and combined with v. 24.

V. 26 is the final subscription of the two lists in vv. 12-21 and vv. 24, 25.
(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary) 
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Nehemiah 12:27-43

27 Nehemiah Dedicates the Wall 

Now at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought out the Levites in all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings and singing, with cymbals and stringed instruments and harps. 28 And the sons of the singers gathered together from the countryside around Jerusalem, from the villages of the Netophathites, 29 from the house of Gilgal, and from the fields of Geba and Azmaveth; for the singers had built themselves villages all around Jerusalem. 30 Then the priests and Levites purified themselves, and purified the people, the gates, and the wall. 31 So I brought the leaders of Judah up on the wall, and appointed two large thanksgiving choirs. One went to the right hand on the wall toward the Refuse Gate. 32 After them went Hoshaiah and half of the leaders of Judah, 33 and Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, 
34 Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, Jeremiah, 35 and some of the priests' sons with trumpets — Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Michaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph, 36 and his brethren, Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah, and Hanani, with the musical instruments of David the man of God. And Ezra the scribe went before them. 37 By the Fountain Gate, in front of them, they went up the stairs of the City of David, on the stairway of the wall, beyond the house of David, as far as the Water Gate eastward. 38 The other thanksgiving choir went the opposite way, and I was behind them with half of the people on the wall, going past the Tower of the Ovens as far as the Broad Wall, 39 and above the Gate of Ephraim, above the Old Gate, above the Fish Gate, the Tower of Hananel, the Tower of the Hundred, as far as the Sheep Gate; and they stopped by the Gate of the Prison. 
40 So the two thanksgiving choirs stood in the house of God, likewise I and the half of the rulers with me; 41 and the priests, Eliakim, Maaseiah, Minjamin, Michaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah, with trumpets; 42 also Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam, and Ezer. The singers sang loudly with Jezrahiah the director. 43 Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great joy; the women and the children also rejoiced, so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard afar off.   NKJV
12:27-47

Dedication of the Walls

12:27. cymbals, harps and lyres. For information concerning musical instruments see the comments on 2 Chronicles 5:12 and 2 Chronicles 29:25. The terminology used for musical instruments in Israel has close parallels with terms used at Ugarit. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
12:28-29. surrounding villages. The guild villages are all in close proximity to Jerusalem: Netophah, southeast of Jerusalem, Geba and Azmaveth, two Benjaminite cities six miles north of Jerusalem. Beth Gilgal was likely a longer term for Gilgal near Jericho. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
[General Information - 12:27-43: The dedication of the wall. Scholars note that this section resumes the Nehemiah memoir from 7:5. After a long interruption from the Ezra memoir, which is inserted into the book of Nehemiah, the dedication of the Jerusalem wall provides closure.  [Jewish Study Bible]
12:27: Compare Ezra 3:10-13; 2 Chronicles 23:18; 29:26-30; 30:23. For additional mention of these musical instruments, see the post-exilic 1 Chronicles 13:8; 15:16; 25:1, 6; 2 Chronicles 5:12; 20:25.

  [Jewish Study Bible]
CHAPTER TWELVE
NEHEMIAH

12:27 with thanksgiving. Psalms 147 would have been a suitable psalm for the occasion, and also Psalms 122.  The Companion Bible
Nehemiah 12:27-43

The dedication of the wall of Jerusalem. - The measures proposed for increasing the numbers of the inhabitants of Jerusalem having now been executed (Nehemiah 7:5 and 11:1 f.), the restored wall of circumvallation was solemnly dedicated. Vv. 27-29 treats of the preparations for this solemnity.

Verse 27 At the dedication (i.e., at the time of, bª denoting nearness of time) they sought the Levites out of all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to keep the dedication. Only a portion of the Levites dwelt in Jerusalem (Nehemiah 11:15-18); the rest dwelt in places in the neighborhood, as is more expressly stated in vv. 28 and 29. 

Verse 28-29. 
(a) And the sons of the singers, i.e., the members of the three Levitical companies of singers (comp. v. 25 and Nehemiah 11:17), gathered themselves together, both out of the Jordan valley round about Jerusalem, and the villages (or fields,) of Netophathi, and from Beth-Gilgal, etc. 
(b) For, according to established usage, hakikaar (OT: 3603) is used to designate the Jordan valley (see Nehemiah 3:22); and - the whole extent of the valley of the Jordan from the Dead Sea to the Sea of Galilee not being intended, but only its southern portion in the neighborhood of Jericho, where it widens considerably westward, and which might be said to be round about Jerusalem. 
(c) The villages of Netophathi (compare 1 Chronicles 9:16) are the villages or fields in the vicinity of Netopha, i.e., probably the modern village of Beit Nettif, about thirteen miles south-west of Jerusalem. 
(d) "And from the fields of Geba and Azmaveth." With respect to Geba, see Nehemiah 11:31. 
(e) The situation of Azmaveth is unknown. 
(f) For the singers had built them villages in the neighborhood of Jerusalem, and dwelt, therefore, not in the before-named towns, but in villages near them.  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
Nehemiah 12:30

12:30. purifying gates and wall. It is unclear what is meant by the purification of the gates and wall, as it is an unprecedented idea in the Bible. The term used here normally applies to objects used in rituals or to places where rituals were performed, though houses that have mildew needed to be purified (see comments on Leviticus 14:34-53). If the former is in mind, it may reflect an idea of the sanctity of Jerusalem as a holy city. If the latter, it seeks to remedy the uncleanness brought on at the time the walls were destroyed (specifically by corpse contamination or idolatrous practices performed in the gates or on the walls, or generally from their moral corruption; see Jeremiah 13:27). The purification ritual is not described here. The walls may have been sprinkled, a concept that was practiced with the cleansing of private houses.   (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
Nehemiah 12:31-37
12:31-37. placement of first choir. The processions appear to have begun in the vicinity of the Valley Gate on the west side of the city. This first choir procession walked southward (counterclockwise) on the top of the wall to the Dung Gate at the southern tip of the city. They then proceeded north along the eastern flank to the Water Gate directly east across the narrow saddle of the ridge from the Valley Gate. They thus made the circuit of the southern half of the city, the old City of David. (IVP)
CHAPTER TWELVE
NEHEMIAH

Verse 30 
a. The dedication began with the purification of the people, the gates, and the wall, by the priests and Levites, after they had purified themselves. 
b. This was probably done, judging from the analogy of 2 Chronicles 29:20, by the offering of sin-offerings and burnt-offerings, according to some special ritual unknown to us, as sacrifices of purification and dedication. 
c. This was followed by the central-point of the solemnity, a procession of two bands of singers upon the wall (vv. 31-42).

Verse 31-34. 
1. Nehemiah brought up the princes of Judah upon the wall, and appointed two great companies of those who gave thanks, and two processions. 
2. These went each upon the wall in different directions, and stopped opposite each other at the house of God. 
3. The princes of Judah are the princes of the whole community-Judah being used in the sense of upwards to the wall, so that they stood upon the wall. 
4. So that those assembled formed two companies or processions. 
5. Acknowledgement, praise, thanks, and then thank offerings, accompanied by the singing of psalms and thanksgivings. 
6. The company of those who gave thanks consisted of a number of Levitical singers, behind who walked the princes of the people, the priests, and Levites. 
7. At the head of one procession went Ezra the scribe (v. 36), with one half of the nobles; at the head of the second, Nehemiah with the other half (38). 
8. The one company and procession went to the right upon the wall. 
9. Before layaamiyn (OT: 3225 the right side) we must supply, "one band went" (howleket ha'achat hatowdaah), as is evident partly from the context of the present verse, partly from v. 38. 
10. These words were probably omitted by a clerical error caused by the similarity of tahalukot (OT: 8418 a procession) to howleket. 
11. Thus the first procession went to the right, i.e., in a southerly direction, upon the wall towards the dung-gate (see Nehemiah 3:14); 
12. The second, v. 38, went over against the first (lªmo'l (OT: 4136 the front)), i.e., in an opposite direction, and therefore northwards, past the tower of the furnaces, etc.
13. The starting-point of both companies and processions is not expressly stated, but may be easily inferred from the points mentioned, and can have been none other than the valley-gate, the present Jaffa gate (see Nehemiah 2:13). 
14. Before a further description of the route taken by the first company, the individuals composing the procession which followed it are enumerated in vv. 32-36. 
15. After them, i.e., after the first company of them that gave thanks, went Hoshaiah and half of the princes of Judah. 
16. Hoshaiah was probably the chief of the one half of these princes. 
17. The seven names in vv. 33 and 34 are undoubtedly the names of the princes. 
18. It is true that of these seven names, five occur as names of priests, and heads of priestly houses, viz.: Azariah, 10:3; Ezra, 12:2; Meshullam, 10:8; Shemaiah, 10:9 and 12:6; and Jeremiah, 12:2.
19. It is true that in this verse, besides Nehemiah, are stated to have followed the company of those who gave thanks; 
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12:31-34
20. But that haa`aam (OT: 5971 a people) in this verse is not used to designate the people as such, but is only a general expression for the individuals following the company of singers, is placed beyond doubt by v. 40, where haa`aam  is replaced by hacªgaaniym (OT: 5461 prince) chatsiy (OT: 2677 the half); while, beside the half of the rulers, with Nehemiah, only priests with trumpets and Levites with stringed instruments (v. 41) are enumerated as composing the second procession.
21. Since, then, the priests with trumpets and Levites with musical instruments are mentioned in the first procession (vv. 35 and 36), the names enumerated in vv. 33 and 34 can be only those of the one half of the cªgaaniym (prince) of the people, i.e., the one half of the princes of Judah. 
22. The princes of Judah, i.e., of the Jewish community, consisted not only of laymen, but included also the princes, i.e., heads of priestly and Levitical orders; and hence priestly and Levitical princes might also be among the seven whose names are given in vv. 33 and 34. 
23. A strict severance, moreover, between lay and priestly princes cannot be made by the names alone; for these five names, which may designate priestly orders, pertain in other passages to laymen, viz.: 
24. Azariah, in Nehemiah 3:23; Ezra, as of the tribe of Judah, 1 Chronicles 4:17; 
25. Meshullam, Nehemiah 3:4; 10:21, and elsewhere; 
26. Shemaiah, Ezra 6:13; 10:31; 1 Chronicles 3:22; 4:37 (of Judah), 5:4 (a Reubenite), and other passages (this name being very usual; Jeremiah, 1 Chronicles 5:24 (a Manassite), 12:4 (a Benjamite), 12:10 (a Gadite). Even the name Judah is met with among the priests (v. 36), and among the Levites, v. 8, compare also Nehemiah 11:9, and that of Benjamin, 3:33 and Ezra 10:32. 
27. In the present verses, the two names are not those of tribes, but of individuals.

                     (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)

Verse 35-36. 
a. The princes of the congregation were followed by certain "of the sons of the priests" (seven in number, to judge from v. 41) with trumpets; 
b. Also by Jonathan the son of Zechariah, who, as appears from the subsequent, was at the head of the Levitical musicians, i.e., the section of them that, followed this procession. 
c. His brethren, i.e., the musicians of his section, are enumerated in v. 36-eight names being given, among which are a Shemaiah and a Judah. 
d. "With the musical instruments of David, the man of God:" compare 2 Chronicles 29:26; 1 Chronicles 15:16; 23:5; Ezra 3:10. 
e. "And Ezra the scribe before them," viz., before the individuals enumerated from v. 32, immediately after the company of those who gave thanks, and before the princes, like Nehemiah, v. 38.  (Keil and Delitzsch Bible Commentary)
Nehemiah 12:38-39

12:38-39. placement of second choir. 

(1) Another procession followed Nehemiah clockwise from the west to the north and east. 

(2) They also began around the Valley Gate and did the circuit of the northwest end of the city. 

(3) The gates and towers are mentioned in Neh 3, while the Ephraim Gate is mentioned in Neh 8:16.
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(4) The Guard Gate is mentioned only here in Scripture and is generally considered the meeting point of the two groups by the temple complex (the first group arriving from the Water Gate, the second from the Sheep Gate). 
(5) Each group traveled about two-thirds of a mile on the walls. 
(6) That distance on the modern ramparts is from the Jaffa Gate to Herod's Gate, 
(7) This takes about thirty minutes to walk.   (IVP Bible Background Commentary)

Verse 37-42. 
A. After this insertion of the names of the persons who composed the procession, the description of the route it took is continued. 
B. From "upon the wall, towards the dung-gate (31), it passed on" to the fountain-gate; and negªdaam (OT: 5048), before them (i.e., going straight forwards; compare Joshua 5:6,20; Amos 4:3 ), they went up by the stairs of the city of David, the ascent of the wall, up over the house of David, even unto the water-gate eastward.
C. These statements are not quite intelligible to us. 
D. The stairs of the city of David are undoubtedly "the stairs that lead down from the city of David" (Nehemiah 3:15). 
E. These lay on the eastern slope of Zion, above the fountain-gate and the Pool of Siloam.

F. Lachowmaah Hama`aleh might be literally translated "the ascent to the wall," as by Bertheau, who takes the sense as follows: 
G. (The procession) went up upon the wall by the ascent formed by these steps at the northern part of the eastern side of Zion. 
H. According to this, the procession would have left the wall by the stairs at the eastern declivity of Zion, to go up upon the wall again by this ascent.
I. Not less objectionable is the notion that the house of David is here put for a place called the house of David, on which a palace of David formerly stood, and where perhaps the remains of an ancient royal building might still have been in existence. 
J. By the house of David is meant, either the royal palace built (according to Thenius) by Solomon at the north-eastern corner of Zion, opposite the temple, or some other building of David, situate south of this palace, on the east side of Zion. 
K. The former view is more probable than the latter.
L. Whether the route taken by the procession from the house of David to the water-gate in the east were straight over the ridge of Ophel, which ran from about the horse-gate to the water-gate, or upon the wall round Ophel, cannot be determined, the description being incomplete. 
M. After the house of David, no further information as to its course is given; its halting-place, the water-gate, being alone mentioned.

N. The route taken by the second company is more particularly described. - Vv. 38 and 39. 
O. "And the second company of them that gave thanks, which went over against, and which I and the (other) half of the people followed, (went) upon the wall past the tower of the furnaces, as far as the broad wall; and past the gate of Ephraim, and past the gate of the old (wall), and past the fish-gate, and past the tower Hananeel and the tower Hammeah, even to the sheep-gate: and then took up its station at the prison-gate."   (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)

The order of the towers, the lengths of wall, and the gates, exactly answer to the description in Nehemiah 3:1-12, with these differences:
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1. The description proceeds from the sheep-gate in the east to the valley-gate in the west; while the procession moved in the opposite direction, viz., from the valley-gate to the sheep-gate.

2. In the description of the building of the wall, chapter 3, the gate of Ephraim is omitted (see 3:8, )

3. In the description, the prison-gate at which the procession halted is also unmentioned, undoubtedly for the same reason as that the gate of Ephraim is omitted, viz., that not having been destroyed, there was no need to rebuild it. 

(1) In v. 40 it is merely said, the two companies stood in the house of God; and not even that they stood opposite each other, the one on the north, the other on the south side of the temple. 
(2) Thus they may have stood side by side, and together have praised the Lord. 
(3) Hence we place the prison-gate also on the south-eastern corner of the temple area, and explain the name from the circumstance that a street ran from this gate over Ophel to the court of the prison near the king's house upon Zion, which, together with the gate to which it led, received its name from the court of the prison. 
(4) Not far from the prison-gate lay the water-gate in the east, near which was an open space in the direction of the temple area (Nehemiah 8:1).
(5) On this open space the two companies met, and took the direction towards the temple, entering the temple area from this open space, that they might offer their thank-offerings before the altar of burnt-offering (v. 43). 
(6) Besides, the remark upon the position of the two companies (v. 40) anticipates the course of events, the procession following the second company being first described in vv. 40b-42. 
(7) At the end of v. 40 the statement of v. 38-I and the half of the people behind-is again taken up in the words: I and the half of the rulers with me. 
(8) The cªgaaniym (OT: 5461 prince) are, as in v. 32, the princes of the congregation, who, with Nehemiah, headed the procession that followed the company of those who gave thanks. 
(9) Then followed (v. 41) seven priests with trumpets, whose names are given, answering to the sons of the priests with trumpets (v. 36 a) in the first procession. 
(10) These names are all met with elsewhere of other persons. 
(11) These were succeeded, as in v. 36, by eight Levites-eight individuals, and not eight divisions (Bertheau). 
(12) And the singers gave forth sound, i.e., of voices and instruments-whether during the circuit or after the two companies had take their places at the temple, is doubtful. The president of the Levitical singers was Jezrahiah. (Keil and Delitzsch Bible Commentary)
12:43: And the rejoicing in Jerusalem could be heard from afar: As at the beginning of the rebuilding, the sound of joy can be heard from afar. See Ezra 3:13.  [Jewish Study Bible]
Verse 43 The solemnity terminated with the offering of great sacrifices and a general festival of rejoicing. In the matter of sacrificing, the person of Nehemiah would necessarily recede; hence he relates the close of the proceedings objectively, and speaks in the third person, as he had done when speaking of the preparations for them, v. 27, etc., only using the first (vv. 31, 38, 40) person when speaking of what was appointed by himself, or of his own position. 
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The zªbaachiym (OT: 2077) were chiefly thank-offerings which, terminating in feasting upon the sacrifices-and these feasts in which the women and children participated-contributed to the enhancement of the general joy, the joy which God had given them by the success He had accorded to their work of building their wall. For a description of their rejoicing, compare 2 Chronicles 20:27; Ezra 6:22, and 3:13. (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)
Nehemiah 12:44-47
44 Temple Responsibilities 

And at the same time some were appointed over the rooms of the storehouse for the offerings, the firstfruits, and the tithes, to gather into them from the fields of the cities the portions specified by the Law for the priests and Levites; for Judah rejoiced over the priests and Levites who ministered. 45 Both the singers and the gatekeepers kept the charge of their God and the charge of the purification, according to the command of David and Solomon his son. 46 For in the days of David and Asaph of old there were chiefs of the singers, and songs of praise and thanksgiving to God. 47 In the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah all Israel gave the portions for the singers and the gatekeepers, a portion for each day. They also consecrated holy things for the Levites, and the Levites consecrated them for the children of Aaron.  NKJV
12:44-47: Ensuring support of Temple clergy through tithing.

12:45: The Temple staffs are authorized to dedicate, sacrifice, and continue the Temple service. Nehemiah emphasizes direct continuity with David and Solomon.  [Jewish Study Bible]

12:47: Zerubbabel and Nehemiah are treated as contemporaries, which is historically inaccurate. [Jewish Study Bible]
Nehemiah 12:44

Verse 44 The reformations in worship and in social life affected by Nehemiah. - Vv. 44-47. Appointments concerning divine worship. V. 44. 
a. And at that time were certain appointed over the chambers of store-places for the heave-offerings, the first-fruits, and the tenths, to gather into them, according to the fields of the cities, the portions appointed by the law for the priests and Levites. 
b. Though the definition of time it is nevertheless used in a more general sense, and does not refer, as in v. 43, to the day of the dedication of the wall, but only declares that what follows belongs chiefly to the time hitherto spoken of. 
c. Yowm (OT: 3117) means, not merely a day of twelve or twenty-four hours, but very frequently stands for the time generally speaking at which anything occurs.
d. These contributions necessitated the appointment of individuals to have the care of the store-chambers; "for Judah rejoiced in the priests and the Levites who were ministering," and therefore contributed willingly and abundantly "the portions of the law," i.e., the portions prescribed in the law. (Keil and Delitzsch Bible Commentary)
Nehemiah 12:45-47

And they cared for the care of their God, etc.; i.e., they observed all that was to be observed, both with respect to God and with respect to purification, i.e., they faithfully and punctually performed their office. 
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(A) "And (so also) the singers and doorkeepers," i.e., they, too, observed the duties incumbent on them. 
(B) This must be mentally supplied from the beginning of the verse. 
(C) "According to the commandment of David and of Solomon his son;" compare 2 Chronicles 8:14 and 1 Chronicles 24:26. 
(D) The verse can be only understood as saying: "for in the days of David, Asaph was of old chief of the singers, and of the songs of praise, and of the thanksgiving unto God." 
(E) Nehemiah, however, was not concerned in this passage about exactness of statement-the mention of Asaph as chief of the singers being quite sufficient for the purpose of his remark that from the times of David onward orders of singers had existed. –

(F)  In v. 47 this subject is concluded by the general statement that all Israel, i.e., the whole community, in the days of Zerubbabel and Nehemiah, gave the portions prescribed in the law for the ministers of the sanctuary, singers, doorkeepers, Levites, and priests. 

(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)
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Nehemiah 13:1-3

13:1 Principles of Separation (Numbers 22-24)
On that day they read from the Book of Moses in the hearing of the people, and in it was found written that no Ammonite or Moabite should ever come into the assembly of God, 2 because they had not met the children of Israel with bread and water, but hired Balaam against them to curse them. However, our God turned the curse into a blessing. 3 So it was when they had heard the Law, that they separated the entire mixed multitude from Israel.  NKJV
13:1-31

Other Reforms

13:1-3. exclusion of foreigners from worship. The law referred to here is Deuteronomy 23:3-6, concerning the exclusion of Ammonites and Moabites from worship. The law was thus interpreted in a wider sense to include any foreigner in the community who did not worship the God of Israel. The Ammonite reference was especially relevant, since Tobiah's Ammonite ancestry was well known (see Nehemiah 2:10). 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament, Copyright © 2000 by John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews and Mark W. Chavalas. Published by Intervarsity Press- All rights reserved)
[General Information – 13:1-3: Prohibition against intermarriage with an Ammonite or Moabite.] Compare Ezra chapters 9-10. [Jewish Study Bible]

13:2: Compare Deuteronomy 23:3-5. Balaam, see Numbers 22-24.  [Jewish Study Bible]

13:3: As in Ezra chapters 9-10, not just Moabites and Ammonites are separated, but all foreigners. [Jewish Study Bible]

Note the word Moabite is in the masculine. So this did not therefore exclude Ruth, a female, though married to Mahlon before Boaz. Paul the Learner
Nehemiah 13:1-2

Public reading of the law, and separation from strangers - V. 1 At a public reading of the law, it was found written therein, that no Ammonite or Moabite should come into the congregation of God, because they met not the children of Israel with bread and with water, but hired Balaam to curse them, though God turned the curse into a blessing. This command, found in Deuteronomy 23:4-6, is given in full as to matter, though slightly abbreviated as to form. 

Nehemiah 13:3

a. This law being understood, all strangers were separated from Israel. 
b. `Eereb (OT: 6154 a mixture) is taken from Exodus 12:38, where it denotes the mixed multitude of non-Israelitish people who followed the Israelites at their departure from Egypt. 
c. The word is here transferred to strangers of different heathen nationalities living among the Israelites. The date of the occurrence here related cannot be more precisely defined from the hahuw' (OT: 1931 he, she) bayowm (OT: 3117 a day). 
d. Public readings of the law frequently took place in those days, as is obvious from chapters 8 and 9, where we learn that in the seventh month the book of the law was publicly read, not only on the first and second days, but also daily during the feast of tabernacles, and again on the day of prayer and fasting on the twenty-fourth of the month. 
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e. It appears, however, from, v. 4, compared with v. 6, that the reading vv. 1-3 took place in the interval between Nehemiah's first and second stay at Jerusalem. 
f. This view is not opposed by the facts mentioned vv. 4 f. and 23 f. 
g. The separation of the `eereb (a mixture) could not be carried out at once; and hence, notwithstanding repeated resolutions to sever themselves from strangers (Nehemiah 9:2; 10:31), cases to the contrary might be discovered, and make fresh separations needful.

(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)
Neh 13:3-13

4 The Reforms of Nehemiah 

Now before this, Eliashib the priest, having authority over the storerooms of the house of our God, was allied with Tobiah. 5 And he had prepared for him a large room, where previously they had stored the grain offerings, the frankincense, the articles, the tithes of grain, the new wine and oil, which were commanded to be given to the Levites and singers and gatekeepers, and the offerings for the priests. 

6 But during all this I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon I had returned to the king. Then after certain days I obtained leave from the king, 7 and I came to Jerusalem and discovered the evil that Eliashib had done for Tobiah, in preparing a room for him in the courts of the house of God. 8 And it grieved me bitterly; therefore I threw all the household goods of Tobiah out of the room. 
9 Then I commanded them to cleanse the rooms; and I brought back into them the articles of the house of God, with the grain offering and the frankincense. 10 I also realized that the portions for the Levites had not been given them; for each of the Levites and the singers who did the work had gone back to his field. 11 So I contended with the rulers, and said,” Why is the house of God forsaken?" And I gathered them together and set them in their place. 12 Then all Judah brought the tithe of the grain and the new wine and the oil to the storehouse. 13 And I appointed as treasurers over the storehouse Shelemiah the priest and Zadok the scribe, and of the Levites, Pedaiah; and next to them was Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah; for they were considered faithful and their task was to distribute to their brethren.  NKJV
Nehemiah 13:4-5

13:4-5. provisions for Tobiah. For information on Tobiah, see comment on Nehemiah 2:10 (see also 6:17-19). The Persian king, Cambyses, is similarly reported to have purged foreigners from the temple complex at Neith in Egypt. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
13:6-7. details of Nehemiah's two terms as governor. Since this section deals with other matters, we are told little of the details of Nehemiah's terms as governor of Judah. Nehemiah was absent from Jerusalem for an undetermined period of time. Since he had to ask permission to return, it probably was not the intention of Artaxerxes I to have him return for a second term of office. The text does not say nor imply that he returned in the same capacity of governor. It is possible he returned specifically because of the aforementioned circumstances concerning Tobiah. 

  (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
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[General Information – 13:4-9: Tobiah the Ammonite compromises the purity of the Temple and Nehemiah resolves the crisis.] [Jewish Study Bible]

Neh 13:4-5

a. Nehemiah, on his return to Jerusalem, reforms the irregularities that had broken out during his absence. - Vv. 4-9. 
b. While Nehemiah was at Babylon with King Artaxerxes, Eliashib the high priest had given up to his relative, Tobiah the Ammonite (Nehemiah 2:10; 3:35 , and elsewhere), a large chamber in the temple, i.e., in the fore-court of the temple (v. 7), probably for his use as a dwelling when he visited Jerusalem (see v. 8). 
c. ‘An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the congregation of the Lord; even to their tenth generation shall they not enter into the congregation of the Lord for ever:’ Deuteronomy 23:3
d. On his return, Nehemiah immediately cast all the furniture of Tobiah out of this chamber, purified the chambers, and restored them to their proper use as a magazine for the temple stores. 
e. Eliashib the priest is probably the high priest of that name (3:1; 12:10, 22). 
f. This may be inferred from the particular: set over (he being set over) the chambers of the house of our God; for such oversight of the chambers of the temple would certainly be entrusted to no simple priest, though this addition shows that this oversight did not absolutely form part of the high priest's office.
g. How Tobiah was related to Eliashib is nowhere stated. 
h. Bertheau conjectures that it was perhaps only through the circumstance that Johanan, the son of Tobiah, had married a daughter of Meshullam ben Berechiah (Nehemiah 6:18), who, according to 3:30, was a priest or Levite, and might have been nearly related to the high priest.
i. "A great chamber," perhaps made so by throwing several chambers into one, as older expositors have inferred from v. 9, according to which Nehemiah, after casting out the goods of Tobiah, had the chambers (plural) cleansed. 
j. The statement also in v. 5b, that there (in this great chamber) were aforetime laid up not only the meat-offerings (i.e., oil and flour, the materials for them), the incense, and the sacred vessels, but also the tithe of the corn, the new wine, and the oil, and the heave-offerings of the priests, seems to confirm this view.     (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)

13:6: Nehemiah returned to Artaxerxes for an unknown time, during which problems arose. Cf. 2:6.

           [Jewish Study Bible]

13:6 not I at Jerusalem [Time Frame]
(1) Nehemiah did not return with the prophets Haggai and Zachariah at the beginning of this rein.
(2) 13:4-9 and before this…the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes of Babylon. 

(3) The Artaxerxes (- great king) here is Darius Hystaspis. 

(4) The record here must have been written after the dedication of both the Temple (405 B.C.) and the Wall (403 B.C.). 
(5) The thirty-second year is that of the king’s age, not of his reign, for he only succeeded Cambyses in the year 411 BC.

(6) His twentieth year (5:14) was the year 419 B.C., when, on the death of Cyrus, Nehemiah was “appointed” to be “governor in the land of Judah.”
(7) Consequently Nehemiah’s twelve years of governorship came to an end in the year (407 B.C.), two years before the completion and the dedication of the Temple.
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(8) And when the king Darius Hystaspis had been reigning only three years.
(9) We find that in that year of 407 B.C. that Nehemiah evidently receives a report from Judah from his deputy (which was probably still Hanani) as to the Temple progress, and doubtless of the scandal concerning Eliasher-Tobiah.
(10) At this time then Nehemiah then decides to go himself, and obtains leave of absence (with much difficulty, apparently from 13:6), and comes to Jerusalem.
(11) Arriving there at Jerusalem, he “understands” the evil concerning Eliashib, and so casts forth Tobiah and all of his of his “stuff.”
(12) And then he hurries on the Temple work towards completion.    Paul the Learner 
Neh 13:6

A. In all this, i.e., while this was taking place, I was not in Jerusalem; for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes I went to the king, and after the lapse of some days I entreated the king. 
B. What he entreated is not expressly stated; but it is obvious from what follows, "and I came to Jerusalem," that it was permission to return to Judea. 
C. Even at his first journey to Jerusalem, Nehemiah only requested leave to make a temporary sojourn there, without giving up his post of royal cup-bearer; comp. Nehemiah 2:5 f. 
D. Hence, after his twelve years' stay in Jerusalem, he was obliged to go to the king and remain some time at court, and then to beg for fresh leave of absence. 
E. The stay of Nehemiah at court must, as already remarked, have lasted longer than a year, since so many illegal acts on the part of the community as Nehemiah on his return discovered to have taken place, could not have occurred in so short a time. 
F. Artaxerxes is here called king of Babylon, because the Persian kings had conquered the kingdom of Babylon, and by this conquest obtained dominion over the Jews. 
G. Nehemiah uses this title to express also the fact that he had traveled to Babylon.

Nehemiah 13:7

At his return he directed his attention to the evil committed by Eliashib in preparing a chamber in the court of the temple.

Nehemiah 13:8-9

This so greatly displeased him, that he cast out all the household stuff of Tobiah, and commanded the chamber to be purified, and the vessels of the house of God, the meat-offering and the frankincense, and probably the tenths and heave- offerings also, the enumeration being here only abbreviated, to be again brought into it. 
From the words household stuff, it appears that Tobiah used the chamber as a dwelling when he came from time to time to Jerusalem. (Keil and Delitzsch Bible Commentary)
Note: at this time period we find also that the prophet (Malachi 2-4) rebukes the People. 

     The Companion Bible
13:10-14: Reestablishing the tithes.  [Jewish Study Bible]
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Nehemiah 13:10-14

(a) The payment of dues to the Levites, and the delivery of the tenths and first-fruits, had also been omitted. – V. 10. "And I perceived that the portions of the Levites had not been given; and the Levites and singers who had to do the work, were fled every one to his field." 
(b) The Levites, i.e., the assistants of the priests, the singers, and also the porters, who are not expressly mentioned in this passage, were accustomed to receive during the time of their ministry their daily portions of the tenths and first-fruits (Nehemiah 12:47). 
(c) When then these offerings were discontinued, they were obliged to seek their maintenance from the fields of the towns and villages in which they dwelt (12:28 f.), and to forsake the service of the house of God.

Verse 11-12. 
1. "Then I contended with the rulers, and said, why is the house of God forsaken?" 
2. It was the duty of, the heads of the community (compare Nehemiah 2:16), to see that the tithes, etc., were regularly brought to the house of God. 
3. Hence Nehemiah rebukes them by asking: Why is the house of God forsaken? i.e., through the non-delivery of the dues. 
4. This rebuke made the impression desired. 
5. Nehemiah assembled the Levites and set them in their place (compare 9:3; 30:16; 35:10), i.e., he brought them back to the performance of their official duties, and (v. 12) all Judah (the whole community) brought the tithe of the corn, etc., into the store-chambers of the temple; compare Nehemiah 10:38 f. 2 Chronicles 11:11.
Nehemiah 13:14-22

14 Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not wipe out my good deeds that I have done for the house of my God, and for its services! 15 In those days I saw people in Judah treading wine presses on the Sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and loading donkeys with wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. And I warned them about the day on which they were selling provisions. 16 Men of Tyre dwelt there also, who brought in fish and all kinds of goods, and sold them on the Sabbath to the children of Judah, and in Jerusalem. 17 Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said to them, "What evil thing is this that you do, by which you profane the Sabbath day? 18 Did not your fathers do thus, and did not our God bring all this disaster on us and on this city? Yet you bring added wrath on Israel by profaning the Sabbath." 
19 So it was, at the gates of Jerusalem, as it began to be dark before the Sabbath, that I commanded the gates to be shut, and charged that they must not be opened till after the Sabbath. Then I posted some of my servants at the gates, so that no burdens would be brought in on the Sabbath day. 20 Now the merchants and sellers of all kinds of wares lodged outside Jerusalem once or twice. 21 Then I warned them, and said to them, "Why do you spend the night around the wall? If you do so again, I will lay hands on you!" From that time on they came no more on the Sabbath. 22 And I commanded the Levites that they should cleanse themselves, and that they should go and guard the gates, to sanctify the Sabbath day. Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, and spare me according to the greatness of Your mercy!  NKJV
Verse 13-14. "And I appointed as managers of the stores (or storehouses, i.e., magazines) Shemaiah the priest," etc. 
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13:13-14
(a) Whether Shemaiah and Zadok are the individuals of these names mentioned in Nehemiah 3:30, 29, cannot be determined. 
(b) Zadok is called a, a writer or secretary, not a scribe in the Jewish sense of that word. 
(c) A Pedaiah occurs 8:4, and at their hand Hanan, probably as an under-steward. 
(d) These four were placed in this position because they were esteemed faithful, to distribute to their brethren, i.e., to the priests and Levites, the portions due to them (v. 10). 
(e) Nehemiah concludes his account of this matter with the wish, that God may remember him concerning it (compare Nehemiah 5:19), and not wipe out the kindnesses which he has shown to the house of God and its watches, the office of attending on the service of the temple.

         (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)

[General Information – 13:15-22: Observance of the Sabbath day.] 

1. The closest parallel to this prohibition of business on the Sabbath day is Jeremiah 17:21-24 (cf. Amos 8:5). 

2. For other exilic and post-exilic discussion of Sabbath observance, see Isaiah 56:1-8; Ezekiel chapter 20. 

3. As is clear from the covenant in chapter 10 and the discussion here, Sabbath observance is seen as inextricably linked to the fulfillment of the covenant between God and Israel.

4. Violation of the Sabbath would result in the loss of Jerusalem and Judah again, as it did earlier, according to Jeremiah 17:1-24.  [Jewish Study Bible]
13:15: The Rabbis explain that this verse reflects an early stage in the application of Sabbath law, when lax observance demanded a strict response, and the use of all but three utensils on the Sabbath day was forbidden. Later on, as reflected in (Talmud m. Shab. 17.4), the Rabbis were more lenient (Talmud b. Shab. 123b and Rashi ad loc.).  [Jewish Study Bible]
Nehemiah 13:16

13:16. men from Tyre. The men of Tyre were famous Phoenician merchants (see Ezekiel 27:12-36; 28:16) who traded throughout the entire Mediterranean world. Ancient economists had concluded that it was not enough to have caravans traveling the cities and towns of the region. They went the next step of establishing merchant colonies in the large trading centers as an ongoing outlet for their merchandise. There was evidently a colony of Tyrians in Jerusalem who had been permitted to operate outside the parameters of Jewish law. See the comment on Nehemiah 10:31.  (IVP Bible Commentary)
Neh 13:15-22

Field-work and trading on the Sabbath done away with. - V. 15. 
a. In those days, i.e., when he was occupied with the arrangements for worship, Nehemiah saw in Judah (in the province) some treading wine-presses on the Sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and lading asses, and also wine, grapes, and figs, and all kinds of burdens, and bringing it to Jerusalem on the Sabbath-day. 
b. He warned them no longer to sell victuals on the Sabbath-day. 
c. In v. 16 it is expressly said that selling took place in Jerusalem on the Sabbath; and the very bringing thither of wine, grapes, etc., on the Sabbath, presupposes that the sale of these articles was transacted on that day.  (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)
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Verse 16 Tyrians also were staying therein; bringing fish and all kind of ware, and sold it on the Sabbath to the sons of Judah and in Jerusalem. Yaashab (OT: 3427) is by most expositors translated, to dwell; but it is improbable that Tyrians would at that time dwell or settle at Jerusalem: hence yaashab here means to sit, i.e., to stay awhile undisturbed, to tarry.

Verse 17-18. Nehemiah reproved the nobles of Judah for this profanation of the Sabbath, reminding them how their fathers (forefathers) by such acts (as rebuked e.g., by Jeremiah 17:21 f.) had brought upon the people and the city great evil, i.e., the misery of their former exile and present oppression; remarking in addition, "and ye are bringing more wrath upon Israel, profaning the Sabbath," i.e., you are only increasing the wrath of God already lying upon Israel, by your desecration of the Sabbath. Compare on the last thought, Ezra 10:10, 14. He also instituted measures for the abolition of this trespass.

Verse 19 
a. He commanded that the gates of Jerusalem should be closed when it began to be dark before the Sabbath, and not re-opened till the Sabbath was over. 
b. In the description of this measure the command and its execution are intermixed, or rather the execution is brought forward as the chief matter, and the command inserted therein. 
c. "And it came to pass, as soon as the gates of Jerusalem were dark (i.e., when it was dark in the gates) before the Sabbath, I commanded, and the gates were shut; and I commanded that they should not be opened till after the Sabbath," i.e., after sunset on the Sabbath-day. 
d. Tsaalal (OT: 6749), in the sense of to grow dark, occurs in Hebrew only here, and is an Aramaean expression. 
e. Nehemiah also placed some of his servants at the gates, that no burdens, i.e., no wares, victuals, etc., might be brought in on the Sabbath. 
f. The placing of the watch was necessary, because the gates could not be kept strictly closed during the whole of the day, 
g. And ingress and egress thus entirely forbidden to the inhabitants.

Verse 20 Then the merchants and sellers of all kinds of ware remained throughout the night outside Jerusalem, once and twice. Thus, because egress from the city could not be refused to the inhabitants, the rest of the Sabbath was broken outside the gates. Nehemiah therefore put an end to this misdemeanor also.

Verse 21 He warned the merchants to do this no more, threatening them: "If you do (this) again (i.e., pass the night before the walls), I will lay hands on you," i.e., drive you away by force. From that time forth they came no more on the Sabbath.

Verse 22 A further measures taken by Nehemiah for the sanctification of the Sabbath according to the law is so briefly narrated, that it does not plainly appear in what it consisted. "I commanded the Levites that they should cleanse themselves, and they should come keep the gates to sanctify the Sabbath-day." 

The measure taken would consist in the appointment of certain Levites to keep the gates on the Sabbath, as well as the ordinary keepers, thus consecrating the Sabbath as a holy day above ordinary days. Nehemiah concludes the account of the abolition of this irregularity, as well as the preceding, by invoking a blessing upon himself.   (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)
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SECTION THREE
NEHEMIAH

Nehemiah 13:23-31

23 In those days I also saw Jews who had married women of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab. 24 And half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod, and could not speak the language of Judah, but spoke according to the language of one or the other people. 25 So I contended with them and cursed them, struck some of them and pulled out their hair, and made them swear by God, saying, "You shall not give your daughters as wives to their sons, nor take their daughters for your sons or yourselves. 26 Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? Yet among many nations there was no king like him, who was beloved of his God; and God made him king over all Israel. Nevertheless pagan women caused even him to sin. 
27 Should we then hear of your doing all this great evil, transgressing against our God by marrying pagan women?" 28 And one of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, was a son-in-law of Sanballat the Horonite; therefore I drove him from me. 29 Remember them, O my God, because they have defiled the priesthood and the covenant of the priesthood and the Levites. 30 Thus I cleansed them of everything pagan. I also assigned duties to the priests and the Levites, each to his service, 31 and to bringing the wood offering and the firstfruits at appointed times. Remember me, O my God, for good! NKJV
Nehemiah 13:24

13:24. language of Ashdod, language of Judah. Though Ashdod had been a Philistine city in pre-exilic times, it is not known what language was spoken here during this period. They would have spoken either a dialect of Aramaic, the diplomatic and trade language of the Persian Empire, or some generic Canaanite dialect. The "language of Judah" refers to biblical Hebrew (see comment on 2 Chronicles 32:18). (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
13:28. Sanballat. See comment on Nehemiah 2:10.  (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
13:23-27: Prohibition against intermarriage. [Jewish Study Bible]

13:23: Though the book draws to a conclusion by restating one of its main themes, the dangers of intermarriage, the conception here is quite different from Ezra 9:2.  [Jewish Study Bible]
Nehemiah 13:23-24

a. Marriages with foreign wives dissolved. - Vv. 23 and 24. 
b. "In those days I also saw, i.e., visited, the Jews who had brought home Ashdodite, Ammonite, and Moabite wives; and half of their children spoke the speech of Ashdod, because they understood not how to speak the Jews' language, and according to the speech of one and of another people." 
c. It is not said, I saw Jews; but, the Jews who... Hence Bertheau rightly infers that Nehemiah at this time found an opportunity of seeing them, perhaps upon a journey through the province. 
d. From the circumstance, too, that a portion of the children of these marriages were not able to speak the language of the Jews, but spoke the language of Ashdod, or of this or that nation from which their mothers were descended, we may conclude with tolerable certainty, that these people dwelt neither in Jerusalem nor in the midst of the Jewish community, but on the borders of the nations to which their wives belonged. See Ezra 10:2. 
e. The speech of Ashdod is that of the Philistines, which, according to Hitzig, belonged to the Indo-Germanic group. 
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f. The languages, however, of the Moabites and Ammonites were undoubtedly Semitic, but so dialectically different from the Hebrew, that they might be regarded as foreign tongues.
                    (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)

Nehemiah 13:25-27

(1) With these people also Nehemiah contended (like vv. 11 and 17), cursed them, smote certain of their men, and plucked off their hair (see on Ezra 9:3), and made them swear by God: Ye shall not give your daughters, etc.; compare Nehemiah 10:31. 
(2) On the recurrence of such marriages after the separations effected by Ezra of those existing at his arrival at Jerusalem. 
(3) Nehemiah did not insist on the immediate dissolution of these marriages, but caused the men to swear that they would desist from such connections, setting before them, in v. 26, how grievous a sin they were committing.
(4) "Did not Solomon, king of Israel, sin on account of these?" (On account of strange wives) 
(5) And among many nations there was no king like him (compare 1 Kings 3:12 f., 2 Chronicles 1:12); and he was beloved of his God (alluding to 2 Samuel 12:24), and God made him king over all Israel (1 Kings 4:1); 
(6) And even him did foreign women cause to sin (compare 1 Kings 11:1-3). 
(7) "And of you is it heard to do (that ye do) all this great evil, to transgress against our God, and to marry strange wives?" 
Bertheau thus rightly understands the sentence: "If the powerful King Solomon was powerless to resist the influence of foreign wives, and if he, the beloved God, found in his relation to God no defense against the sin to which they seduced him, is it not unheard of for you to commit so great an evil?" 
 (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
[General Information – 13:28-31: Purification of the returnees and concluding prayer.] The final verses in Nehemiah reemphasize the careful exclusion of any person who compromised the purification of the returnees and the rebuilding of the Temple.  [Jewish Study Bible]

13:28: The perceived vulnerability of the newly constituted Jewish community in Jerusalem, even someone with authentic lineage must be banished because of a relation through marriage to Sanballat the Horonite.  [Jewish Study Bible]

13:29: Here there is an emphasis on the inextricable link between the defilement of the priesthood and the vulnerability of the renewed covenant with the recent returnees. The reestablished community still perceives itself to be vulnerable to destruction and defilement. [Jewish Study Bible]
THE PROBLEM

13:28 one of the sons, &c 

A. Joinda the son of Eliashbi was led astray by the degeneracy of his father (13:4), and married the daughter of Sanballat (2:10).

B. Joiada’s son was Manasseh, who according to Josephus (Ant. 11.8.3), fled to Samaria,
C. Where Sanballat built the Samaritan temple at Gerizim, and made Manasseh the high priest of it.   The Companion Bible
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Nehemiah 13:28-29
(a) Nehemiah acted with greater severity towards one of the sons of Joiada the high priest, and son-in-law of Sanballat. 
(b) He drove him from him, that he might not be a burden to me. 
(c) The reason for this is not expressly stated, but is involved in the fact that he was son-in-law to Sanballat, i.e., had married a daughter of Sanballat the Horonite (Nehemiah 2:10), who was so hostile to Nehemiah and to the Jewish community in general, and would not comply with the demand of Nehemiah that he should dismiss this wife. 
(d) In this case, Nehemiah was obliged to interfere with authority. 
(e) For this marriage were a pollution of the priesthood, and a breach of the covenant of the priesthood and the Levites. 
(f) Hence he closes the narrative of this occurrence with the wish, v. 29, that God would be mindful of them (of those who had done such evil) on account of this pollution, etc., i.e., would punish or chastise them for it. 
(g) It was a pollution of the priesthood to marry a heathen woman, such marriage being opposed to the sacredness of the priestly office, which a priest was to consider even in the choice of a wife, and because of which he might marry neither a whore, nor a feeble nor a divorced woman, while the high priest mighty marry only a virgin of his own people (Leviticus 21:7, 14). 
(h) The son of Joiada who had married a daughter of Sanballat was not indeed his presumptive successor (Johanan, Nehemiah 12:11), for then he would have been spoken of by name, 
(i) But a younger son, and therefore a simple priest; he was, however, so nearly related to the high priest, that by his marriage with a heathen woman the holiness of the high-priestly house was polluted, and therewith also "the covenant of the priesthood," 
(j) I.e., not the covenant of the everlasting priesthood which God granted to Phinehas for his zeal (Numbers 25:13), 
(k) But the covenant which God concluded with the tribe of Levi, the priesthood, and the Levites, by choosing the tribe of Levi, and of that tribe Aaron and his descendants, to be His priest ( Exodus 28:1). 
(l) This covenant required, on the part of the priests, that they should be "holy to the Lord" (Leviticus 21:6, 8), who had chosen them to be ministers of His sanctuary and stewards of His grace. (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)

Josephus (Ant. xi. 7. 2) relates the similar fact, that 
1. Manasseh, a brother of the high priest Jaddua, married Nikaso, a daughter of the satrap Sanballat, a Cushite; that when the Jewish authorities on that account excluded him from the priesthood, he established, by the assistant of his father-in-law, the temple and worship on Mount Gerizim (xi. 8. 2-4), and that many priests made common cause with him. 
2. Now, though Josephus calls this Manasseh a brother of Jaddua, thus making him a grandson of Joiada, and transposing the establishment of the Samaritan worship on Gerizim to the last years of Darius Codomannus and the first of Alexander of Macedon, it can scarcely be misunderstood that, notwithstanding these discrepancies, the same occurrence which Nehemiah relates in the present verses is intended by Josephus. 
3. The view of older theologians, to which assents, that there were two Sanballat’s, one in the days of Nehemiah, the other in the time of Alexander the Great, and that both had sons-in-law belonging to the high-priestly family, is very improbable; and the transposition of the fact by Josephus to the times of Darius Codomannus and Alexander accords with the usual and universally acknowledged incorrectness of his chronological combinations. 
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4. He makes, e.g., Nehemiah arrive at Jerusalem in the twenty-fifth year of Xerxes, instead of the twentieth of Artaxerxes, while Xerxes reigned only twenty years. (Keil & Delitzsch)
13:30-31: The final verses are a repeated expression of the hope that the purification and the sacrifices will continue to be received as genuine and authentic by God and, furthermore, that God will consider the reestablished community to be genuine and authentic. Thus, the concluding verses seem intended to link the reforms inextricably to the figure of Nehemiah. While the ending is certainly abrupt and arguably anticlimactic it nevertheless seems to fit with the overall themes and focus of Ezra-Nehemiah.

  [Jewish Study Bible]

13:31 Remember me. Thus ends the latest sacred history of the Old Testament; chronological, but not canonical. In 2 Maccabees 2:13 it is recorded of Nehemiah “how he, founding a library, gathered together the books about the kings and prophets, and the books of David, and letters of kings about sacred gifts.”  The Companion Bible
Nehemiah 13:30-31

(a) Nehemiah concludes his work with a short summary of what he had affected for the community. "I cleansed them from all strangers" (compare v. 23 f., Nehemiah 9:2; 13:1 f.), "and appointed the services for the priests and Levites, each in his business, and for the wood-offering at times appointed (10:35), and for the first-fruits" (10:36 f.). 
(b) To set a watch, here used in the more general sense of to appoint posts of service for the priests and Levites, i.e., to arrange for the attendance upon those offices which they had to perform at their posts in the temple, according to the law; compare Nehemiah 10:37,40; 12:44-46; 13:13. 
(c) I appointed the attendance for the delivery of the wood for the altar at appointed times (compare 10:35), and for the first-fruits, i.e., for bringing into the sanctuary the heave-offering for the priests.
(d) On the arrangements connected with these two subjects, viz., the purification from heathen practices, and the restoration of the regular performance of divine worship, was Nehemiah's whole energy concentrated, after the fortification of Jerusalem by a wall of circumvallation had been completed. 
(e) He thus earned a lasting claim to the gratitude of the congregation of his fellow-countryman that returned from Babylon, and could conclude his narrative with the prayer that God would remember him for good. 
(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)

This ends the study of Ezra and Nehemiah.   5/21/04   Paul the Learner
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