HOSEA CHAPTER TWELVE

Hosea 12:1-7

1 EPHRAIM HERDS and feeds on the wind and pursues the [parching] east wind; every day he increases lies and violence, and a covenant is made with Assyria and oil is carried to Egypt. [Isaiah 30:6,7.] 2 The Lord has also a controversy (a pleading contention) with Judah, and will punish Jacob by visiting upon him according to his ways; according to his doings will He recompense him. 3 He took his brother by the heel in [their mother's] womb, and in the strength [of his manhood] he contended and had power with God. [Genesis 25:26; 27:36.] 4 Yes, he had power over the Angel [of the Lord] and prevailed; he wept and sought His favor. He met Him in Bethel, and there [God] spoke with [him and through him with] us —  [Genesis 28:12-19; 32:28; 35:1-15.] 5 Even the Lord the God of hosts, the name of Him [Who spoke with Jacob] is the Lord. 6 Therefore return to your God! Hold fast to love and mercy, to righteousness and justice, and wait [expectantly] for your God continually! 7 Canaan [Israel — whose ideals have sunk to those of Canaan] is a trader; the balances of deceit are in his hand; he loves to oppress and defraud. AMP
Hosea 12:1
Continued Indictment

12:1 Assyria treaty. Like his predecessor Menahem, Hoshea was initially forced to pay tribute to the Assyrian king Tiglath-Pileser III. The Assyrian Annals even boast that when Hoshea assassinated Pekah to take the throne of Israel that the Assyrian king "placed Hoshea as king over them." It also notes that Hoshea paid "ten talents of gold [and] a thousand (?) Talents of silver" as tribute, probably to confirm his position as king in 732. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
12:1 oil tribute to Egypt. Shortly after Hoshea had accepted the role of Assyrian vassal king in Israel, he then shifted his allegiance by sending a large quantity of olive oil (one of Israel's major forms of wealth) to Egypt. This would have been a valuable commodity, especially in Egypt where olives were not grown. Playing to both superpowers and their factions, however, would soon draw Assyrian ire and lead in 722 to the invasion of Israel by Shalmaneser V. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
12:4 struggled with angel. See several comments on Jacob's wrestling match with an angel in Genesis 32 (though the term for angel is clearly used here, it does not occur in Genesis 32). Hosea recounts the patriarch's reputation for ambition and deceit. It is clear that the prophet believes Jacob overstepped the bounds that humans are supposed to have when dealing with God. This theme of placing limits on human behavior can also be seen in the story of Adapa, an ancient Sumerian hero and priest of the god Ea. He is brought before the divine assembly because he had had the effrontery to break the wing of the south wind and thus cause a drought. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
12:7 dishonest scales. This same charge is made against unscrupulous merchants in Amos 8:5. The word translated "merchant" is the Hebrew word "Canaan," which at least evokes the idea of Canaanite influences. The indictment seems to be based on the idea that Israel and its economic community have been corrupted by the immoral practices of its neighbors. In an economy that did not have standardized weights and measures, traders were often tempted to cheat by falsifying the balances and measurements, often by using improper weights and false bottoms and other ways to alter the sizes of vessels. 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament, Copyright © 2000 by John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews and Mark W. Chavalas. Published by InterVarsity Press. All rights reserved.)
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12:1-14:1 Further condemnation of Israel and its consequences

12:3 Here Judah is singled out, rather than being the poetic parallel of Israel. [Jewish Study Bible]
12:4-5: (See Genesis 25:26; 27:36; 32:23-33). Such recollections of ancestral traditions (see also verse 13) are relatively rare in prophetic discourse.  [Jewish Study Bible]                                                                                       
Hosea 12:1 

The need for discipline (Hosea 12:1). The Jewish people were living for vanity-"the wind" — and receiving no nourishment. The word translated "feed" means "to graze": but whoever saw hungry sheep ignoring the green grass and chewing on the wind? The very idea is ridiculous, but that's the way God's people were living.

Israel was committing two sins:

First, they were worshiping idols, which are nothing, even less than nothing, and turning from the true God to live on empty substitutes. They were feeding on the wind.
Second, they were depending for protection on treaties with Egypt and Assyria instead of trusting their great God. This too was emptiness and chasing after the wind, and God had to discipline Israel to bring them back to Himself and His Word. 

Hosea 12:2-6
The example of discipline (Hosea 12:2-6,12). Abraham is the father of the Jewish nation (Matthew 3:9), but it was Jacob who built the twelve tribes of Israel (Genesis 46:8-27). Hosea used the name "Jacob" for the nation because Jacob is an illustration of God's loving discipline. Hosea cited several key events in Jacob's life:

1. Jacob struggled with his brother even before he and Esau were born (25:20-23), 

2. And at birth, Jacob tried to trip up his brother Esau even as they were coming from the womb (vv. 24-26). 

3. The name "Jacob" means "he grasps the heel," which is another way or saying, "He's a deceiver, a trickster." 

4. During most of his life, Jacob struggled with himself, with others, and with the Lord, 

5. And until he surrendered to God at Jabbok, he never really walked by faith. 

6. God had to discipline him to bring him to that place of surrender.

Hosea 12:2-6

In obedience to God's command, Jacob left Shechem and went to Bethel (Genesis 35), for it was at Bethel that he had first met the Lord years before (28:10-22). Their God had revealed Himself and given Jacob promises for himself and his descendants, and their Jacob had made solemn vows to the Lord. Actually, the return to Bethel was a new spiritual beginning for his whole family: for Jacob commanded them to abandon their foreign gods and worship Jehovah alone. It does a family good to experience this kind of dedication. Alexander Whyte said that the victorious Christian life is a series of new beginnings, and he was right. But the Bethel experience also included some pain, for it was on that journey that Jacob's beloved wife Rachel died in giving birth to Benjamin (35:16-22). She called the boy Ben-Oni, which means "son of my sorrow"; but by faith, Jacob renamed him Benjamin. "Son of my right hand." 
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Hosea 12:2-6
The divine title "Lord God of hosts [armies]" (Hosea 12:5) reminds us of Jacob's experience at Mahanaim when he was about to meet his brother Esau (Genesis 32). Mahanaim means "the two camps," for Jacob saw an army of angels watching over his camp. 
(a) He was afraid of Esau and tried to appease him with gifts instead of trusting the Lord to deliver him.

(b) After all, didn't God promise to care for Jacob and bring him safely back to Bethel?

(c) It was there that the angel of God wrested with Jacob and "broke" him. 

(d) Jacobs’s experiences getting a wife and raising a family are examples of God's loving discipline (Genesis 29-30). 

(e) In order to get the family blessing, Jacob had schemed and lied to his father Isaac, but now Laban would scheme and lie to Jacob in order to marry off two daughters in one week! 

(f) Trying to please two wives, only one of whom he really loved, and trying to raise a large family, brought many burdens to Jacob, but he persisted, and God blessed him and made him a wealthy man. 

(g) However, during those difficult years, Jacob suffered much (31:36-42), yet the Lord was working out His purposes. 

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament © 2001-2004 by Warren W. Wiersbe. All rights reserved.)

Hosea 12:2-6

Not only Israel, but Judah also followed a path of deceit and duplicity. Her judgment came later than that of Israel, but Jerusalem was destroyed as violently as was Samaria. Jacob here is used of Judah (cf. Ps 77:15). 

12:3 He took his brother by the heel (Gen 25:26) ... and by his strength he had power with God (Genesis 32:22-32). The RSV reads, In his manhood he strove with God. 

12:4. He found him in Beth-el (Gen 28:10-17). He came face to face with God at Bethel. And there he spake with us. God, in speaking to Jacob, spoke to all Israelites who could be considered as in the loins of their ancestor (cf. Heb 7:9-10). 

12:5 The God who addressed Jacob at Bethel is identified as the Lord God of hosts. His memorial is another way of saying his name (so JPS, RSV, Cf Exodus 3:15). 

12:6 in remembrance of past mercies, the prophet urges Israel to turn back to her God. Jacob's victories would provide an example of blessings his descendants might enjoy. In turning to God, Israel would be expected to obey his commandments: Keep mercy and judgment, and wait on thy God continually.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press
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11:12-12:14 INCORRIGIBILITY

A  11:12-12:2.  Incrimination.  Lies, &c.

  B  12:3, 4-.         Jacob.  Personal history.

     C  12:-4-6.           Divine Favor and Communication.

        D  12:7, 8.             Provocation.

           E  12:9, 10.            Cause.

A  12:11.          Incrimination.  Idolatry.

  B  12:12.            Jacob.  Personal history.

   C  12:13.                Divine Favor and Communication.

      D  12:14-.                 Provocation.

         E  12:-14.                 Consequence.

Hosea

12:1

This prophecy was delivered about the time of Israel's seeking the aid of the Egyptian king, So, in violation of their covenant with Assyria (see Hos 12:1). He exhorts them to follow their father Jacob's persevering prayerfulness, which brought God's favor upon him. Since God is unchangeable, He will show the same favor to Jacob's posterity as He did to Jacob, if like him they seek God.

Ephraim feedeth on wind - (Prov 15:14, "The mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness;" Isa 44:20). Followeth after vain objects, such as alliances with idolaters and their idols (cf. Hos 8:7).

And followeth after the east wind - the scorching Samoon, blowing from the desert east of Palestine, which not only does not benefit, but does injury. Israel follows not only things vain, but things pernicious, (cf. Job 15:2, "Should a wise man utter vain knowledge (knowledge of wind? Margin), and fill his belly with the east wind?") Israel fed on wind when he sought by gifts to win one who could aid him no more than the wind. He followed after (chased after) the east wind when, in place of the gain that he sought, he received from the patron whom he had adopted, no slight loss (Pococke).

He daily increases lies - accumulates lie upon lie, i.e., impostures wherewith they deceive themselves, forsaking the truth of God.

And desolation - violent oppressions practiced by Israel (Maurer). Acts which would prove the cause of Israel's own desolation (Calvin).

And they do make a covenant with the Assyrians - (Hos 5:13; 7:11).

Oil is carried into Egypt - as a present from Israel to secure Egypt's alliance (Isa 30:6; 57:9: cf. 2 Kings 17:4). Palestine was famed for oil (Ezek 27:17), whence it is called "a land of oil olive" (Deut 8:8). It exported oil largely to Tyre.

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

Note: Even though the name of Jacob was changed by God to Israel, we find the name of Jacob used a lot in the Scriptures as in Hosea 12:2. Jacob the name is put by the Figure of Speech called Metonymy (of Adjunct), for the nation of Israel, especially the natural seed.  See Psalms Chapter 7 for more information on figures of Speech.   Paul the Learner
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Hosea 12:2

The Lord hath also a controversy with Judah - (Hosea 4:1; Micah 6:2, "The Lord hath a controversy with His people, and He will plead with Israel"). Judah, under Ahaz, had fallen into idolatry (2 Kings 16:3, etc., 2 Kings 16:10-16). And will punish Jacob - i.e., the ten tribes. If Judah, the favored portion of the nation, shall not be spared, much less degenerate Israel. The measure of the guilt of Judah was not yet so filled up as that of Israel. Therefore, the expression is not as strong against the former as against the latter. God has some subject of controversy against Judah (Rev 2:12, 16), but He has set His mind upon [the force of lª-] visiting Jacob's (Israel's) sin upon him.

Hosea 12:3

He - Jacob, contrasted with his degenerate descendants, called by his name Jacob, (Hosea 12:2: cf. Mic 2:7, "O thou that art named the house of Jacob ... are these His (the Lord's) doings?") He took his brother by the heel in the womb - he took Esau by the heel in the womb, in order to obtain, if possible, the privileges of the first-born (Genesis 25:22-26), whence he took his name Jacob, meaning supplanter; and, again, by his strength prevailed in wrestling with God for a blessing (Genesis 32:24-29): whereas ye disregard my promises, putting your confidence in idols and foreign alliances. 

He conquered God; ye are the slaves of idols. Only have Yahweh on your side, and ye are stronger than Edom, or even Assyria. So the spiritual Israel lays hold of the heel of Jesus, "the First-born of many brethren," being born again of the Holy Spirit. Having no right in themselves to the inheritance, they lay hold of the bruised heel, the humanity of Christ crucified, and let not go their hold of Him who is not, as Esau, a curse (Hebrews 12:16-17), but, by becoming a curse for us, is a blessing to us.
And by his strength he had power with God. Referring to his name "Israel," prince of God, acquired on that occasion (cf. Matthew 11:12). As the promised Canaan had to be gained forcibly by Israel, so heaven by the faithful (Revelation 3:21: cf. Luke 13:24, "Strive (literally, as in the agony of a contest) to enter in at the strait gate"). So the Canaanites (Matthew 15:22). His strength - which lay in his conscious weakness, whence, when his thigh was put out of joint by God, he hung upon Him. To seek strength was his object, to grant it God's. Yet God's mode of procedure was strange. In human form He tries as it were to throw Jacob down. When simple wrestling was not enough, He does what seems to ensure Jacob's fall, dislocating his thigh-joint, so that he could no longer stand. 

Yet it was then that Jacob prevailed. Thus God teaches us the irresistible might of conscious weakness. For when weak in ourselves, we are strong by His strength put in as (Job 23:6, "Will He plead against me with his great power? No; but He would put strength in me;" Isa 27:5; 2 Cor 12:9-10).  (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

12:1 Ephraim surrounds Me with deceit, the House of Israel with [guile – I.e. the deceit and guile they practice on each other (below verses 8-9) is constantly noted by the Lord]. (But Judah stands firm with God and is faithful to the Holy One.) 

12:2 Ephraim tends the wind and pursues the gale; he is forever adding illusion to calamity [Septuagint reads “futility.”]. Now they make a covenant with Assyria, now oil is carried to [Egypt – I. e. they foolishly depend on alliances instead of on the Lord; cf. 5:13; 7:10-11]. 

12:3 The Lord once indicted [Judah – Presumably the patriarch Judah or “Israel”;], and punished Jacob for his conduct, requited him for his deeds.  Tanakh Hebrew Text
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Hosea 12:4

Yea, he had power over the angel - the "angel of the covenant," as he appears in the Old Testament (Malachi 3:1).

He wept, and made supplication unto him - (Genesis 32:26, "I will not let thee go except thou bless me").

And prevailed: he wept, and made supplication unto him. Jacob "prevailed" by the power of tears and prayers as a suppliant. Herein he was a type of Christ, "Who in the days of His flesh, offered up prayers and supplications, with strong crying and tears, unto Him that was able to save Him from death, and was heard in that He feared," (Heb 5:7). Since Moses does not mention Jacob's tears, Hosea shows that he had an independent spirit of revelation.

He found him in Beth-el. The angel found Jacob, and appeared to him in the dream of the ladder between earth and heaven, when he was fleeing from Esau, into Syria; the Lord appearing to him "in Beth-el," 

1. First, when Jacob was on his way to Haran (Gen 28:11-19); 

2. Secondly, on his return (Gen 35:1). 

What a sad contrast, that in the same Bethel now Israel worships the golden calves!
And there he spake with us - "with us," as being in the loins of our progenitor Jacob (cf. Psalms 66:6, "they ... we;" Hebrews 7:9-10). What God there spake to Jacob appertains to us. God's promises to him belong to all his posterity who follows in the steps of his prayerful faith.






IN ABRAHAM

IN JACOB                                                                                                            IN JESUS CHRIST

All Israel is included that’s why





       All Jews and Gentiles

We see the 12 tribes in Rev. 7, 14





       included in Christ.

Paul the Learner

Hosea 12:5

Even the Lord God - Yahweh (OT: 3068), a name implying His immutable constancy to His promises. From the old Hebrew root [haawaah, which became more recently haayaah (OT: 1961), He was] meaning existence; "He that is, was, and is to be," always the same (Hebrews 13:8, "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and today, and forever;" Revelation 1:4, 8: cf. Exodus 3:14, " I AM THAT I AM;" Exodus 3:15; 6:3, "I appeared unto Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob by the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them"). 

His unchangeable faithfulness to His promises flows from His unchangeable being, or self-existence, which is the root-meaning of Yahweh. As He was unchangeable in His favor to Jacob, so will He be to His believing posterity. 

1. Whenever LORD in the English version is printed in capitals, it stands for YAHWEH (OT: 3068) in the Hebrew. 

2. Whenever it is printed in small type, Lord, it stands for the Hebrew 'Adonaay (OT: 136), Master or Lord. 
The exact vowels of the word YHWH are uncertain, and therefore the pronunciation uncertain. Christ has sanctioned the substitution of LORD for Yahweh (OT: 3068) in Matthew 4:7, compared with Deuteronomy 6:16; and Matthew 22:44, compared with Psalms 110:1.
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Of hosts - which Israel foolishly worshipped. Yahweh has all the hosts (tsaabaa' (OT: 6633)) or powers of heaven and earth at command, so that He is as all-powerful as He is faithful to fulfill His promises (Psalms 135:6, "Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did He in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places;" Amos 5:27).

The Lord is his memorial - i.e., Yahweh (OT: 3068) is the Hebrew name expressive of the character in which God was ever to be remembered (Psalms 135:13, "Thy name, O Lord, endures forever; and thy memorial, O Lord, throughout all generations").  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Hosea 12:6

Therefore turn thou - who dost wish to be a true descendant of Jacob.

To thy God - who is therefore bound by covenant to hear thy prayers: literally, Do thou turn, or 'Thou shalt turn (so as to lean) ON thy God' [bª-].

Keep mercy and judgment - (Micah 6:8). These two include all the SECOND table commandments-duty toward one's neighbor, the most visible test of the sincerity of one's repentance.

And wait on thy God continually - on God alone, not on thy idols. Including all the duties of the FIRST table (Ps 37:3, 5, 7; 40:1).   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

12:4 In the womb he tried to supplant his brother; grown to manhood, he strove with a divine being [C.f. Genesis 25:26 and 32:29.], 

12:5 He strove with an angel and prevailed – the other had to weep and implore him. At Bethel [Jacob] would meet him, there to commune with [him – Hebrew “us”].

12:6 Yet the Lord, the God of Hosts, must be invoked as [“Lord,” – I.e. one should not invoke any of the angelic hosts.]. 

12:7 You must return to you God! Practice goodness and justice, and constantly trust in your God.

Tanakh Hebrew Text

Hosea 12:8-14

8 Ephraim has said, Ah, but I have become rich; I have gained for myself wealth. All my profits shall bring on me no iniquity that would be sin. [But all his profits will never offset nor suffice to expiate the guilt, which he has incurred.]  [Revelation 3:17.] 9 But I [Who] am the Lord your God from [when you became a nation in] the land of Egypt will yet make you to dwell in tents, as in the days of the appointed and solemn Feast [of Tabernacles]. [Leviticus 23:39-43.] 10 I have also spoken to [you by] the prophets, and I have multiplied visions [for you] and [have appealed to you] through parables acted out by the prophets. 11 If Gilead is given over to idolatry, they shall come to nought and be mere waste; if they [insult God by] sacrificing bullocks in Gilgal [on heathen altars], their altars shall be like heaps in the furrows of the fields. 12 Jacob fled into the open country of Aram or Padan-aram, and [there] Israel served for a wife, and for a wife he herded sheep. [Genesis 29:18-20; 30:31; 31:38-41.] 13 And by a prophet the Lord brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was [Israel] preserved. 14 Ephraim has provoked most bitter anger; therefore shall his blood [guilt] be left upon him, and his disgrace and reproach shall his Lord return upon him. AMP
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Hosea 12:10
12:10 Prophets’ parables. One of the ways that the prophet is able to convey God's message is through the use of analogies or comparative stories. The parable thus can provide a dual meaning, using scenes or images from everyday life and then providing an interpretation of God's will or judgment. For examples of this, see the comment on Isa 5:1-2 and Nathan's parable of the ewe lamb in the comment on 2 Sam 12:2-4. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)

12:11 Gilead, Gilgal. For Gilead's association with Pekah's revolt see comment on Hosea 6:8-9. For a cultic activities at Gilgal see comment on Hosea 4:15. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)

12:11 altars as stone piles on plowed land. The piles of stones haphazardly scattered on the plowed fields could offer a picture of altars that have been knocked down. But since it is in the middle of an indictment, the context might rather lead to the picture of altars as numerous as piles of stones in a plowed field. There is additionally a pay on words here in that the Hebrew word translated "piles" is 

gallim sounding similar to elements in both city names. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
12:12 Jacob's flight. Hosea returns to a theme he first used at the beginning of chapter 12, drawing on the traditions about Jacob and using them to parallel the nation of Israel's coming plight and possible redemption. So, just as the unscrupulous Jacob was forced to flee from Palestine to Haran to escape Esau's wrath (see the comments on Genesis 27-28), now Israel will once again be forced to "live in tents" (Hosea 12:9). The new life and family Jacob/Israel finds in Aram, however, led him back to Palestine and served as the origin of the Israelite people. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)

12:11 The reference to the Lord speaking in parables to the prophets helps us to understand the way in which prophetic words were understood in antiquity. [Jewish Study Bible]
12:13: An allusion to (Genesis chapter 29), the story of Jacob’s flight to Laban and his marriage to Leah and Rachel. Sections of Hosea that retell these ancestral stories are used as the haftarah for the corresponding portions of Genesis. 

12:14: The prophet is Moses, who is considered to be the greatest prophet (see e.g. Deuteronomy 34:10; Exodus 23:20; Numbers 20:16).  [Jewish Study Bible]

The reasons for discipline (Hosea 12:7-13:6). Now Hosea names some of the sins that His people had committed. Some of these he has dealt with before, so there's no need to discuss them in detail. 

(a) He begins with dishonesty in business (12:7), defrauding people so as to make more money. 

(b) Their prosperity led to pride (v.8), the kind of self-sufficiency that says, "We don't need God" (see Revelation 3:17). But the Lord warned that He would humble them. 

Instead of enjoying their houses, they would live in tents as they did during their wilderness journey. When the Assyrians were through with Israel, the Jews would be grateful even for the booths they lived in for a week during the Feast of Tabernacles. The prophets God sent had warned the people, but the people wouldn't listen (Hosea 12:10). They turned from the Word of the living God and practiced idolatry (vv. 11-14). This provoked God to anger, and the way they shed innocent blood provoked Him even more. (On Gilead's wickedness, see 6:8-9).

Hosea singled out the arrogant attitude of the tribe of Ephraim (13:1-3). The name "Ephraim" is found thirty-seven times in Hosea's prophecy. 
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Hosea 12:14
Sometimes "Ephraim" is a synonym for the whole Northern Kingdom, but here the prophet was addressing the tribe of Ephraim in particular. Ephraim and Manasseh were the sons of Joseph whom Jacob "adopted and whose birth order he reversed (Genesis 48). Manasseh was the first-born, but Jacob gave that honor to Ephraim. The people of Ephraim felt they were an important tribe that deserved to be listened to and obeyed. 

1. After all, Joshua came from Ephraim (Numbers 13:8) 

2. And so did the first king of the Northern Kingdom, Jeroboam I (1 Kings 11:26). 

3. The tabernacle of testimony was pitched in Shiloh, which was in Ephraim (Joshua 18:1). 

4. In their arrogance, the tribe of Ephraim created problems for both Gideon (Judges 7:24-25; 8:1-3) and Jephthah (12:1-6). 

5. After the death of King Saul, the Ephraimites refused to submit to David's rule (2 Samuel 2:8-11); in fact, they had a strong prejudice against the tribe of Judah, the ruling tribe (19:40-43).

6. When the Northern Kingdom was established, so powerful were the Ephraimites that the kingdom was even called by their name. 

7. But Ephraim abandoned Jehovah for Baal, and that brought spiritual death. They gladly participated in Jeroboam's man-made religion by sacrificing to the golden calves — even offering human sacrifices — and kissing the calves in worship. 

But idols are nothing, and those who worship them become like them nothing (Psalms 115:8). Hosea compared the people to the "nothings" with which they were familiar: 

(A) Morning dew that the sun burns away: 

(B) Chaff that the wind blows away; 

(C) Smoke that disappears out the window and is seen no more.

                 (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)
Hosea 12:7-9

Israel had not only followed the Canaanite in his licentious religion, but also had adopted his wicked business practices. The word merchant is identical with the word Canaan. As a geographical designation it meant the lowland and was applied to Phoenicia as well as to the other parts of Palestine (cf. Isaiah 23:11). "Canaanite" thus became a synonym for merchant (Job 41:6; Proverbs 31:24; Zephaniah 1:11; Ezekiel 17:4). The evil reputation of Phoenician traders is reflected in Homer (Odyssey XIV, 290, 291). 

12:8, 9 Living like her Canaanite neighbors, Israel had become proud and arrogant. She did not even realize that her life had become marked by sin. God, however, reminded her of the events of the Exodus, the period during which the tribes dwelt in tents. In her subsequent history the Feast of the Tabernacles, for which festival the Israelites erected booths to commemorate their earlier tent life had become a joyous celebration. The prophet warned, however, that God would make his people again to dwell in tabernacles (tents) and that this would mean that their cities would be destroyed and life violently altered.   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

12:9 And I, &c. These verses (9, 10) correspond with verse 14, and give the cause of the provocation. There is an evident Figure of Speech here called Ellipsis, which may be thus supplied: “And [thou forgettest that] I, Jehovah thy Elohim from the land of Egypt, [that I have promised that] I will yet make thee to dwell in tents as in the Feast of Tabernacles.”    The Companion Bible
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Hosea 12:7

He is a merchant - a play on the double sense of the Hebrew, "Canaan," i.e., a Canaanite and a "merchant" (Ezekiel 16:3, "Thy birth and thy nativity is ... of Canaan: thy father was an Amorite and thy mother and Hittite"). They who naturally were descendants of pious Jacob had become virtually Canaanites, who were proverbial as cheating merchants (cf. Isa 23:11, margin, 'The Lord hath given a commandment concerning a merchantman:' Hebrew, 'Canaan.' 

To "keep mercy and judgment" (Hosea 12:6), they must be wholly changed from their present character. 

He calls Israel a Canaanite, the greatest reproach to Israel, who despised Canaan. The Phoenicians called themselves Canaanites or merchants (Isa 23:8, "Tyre, whose merchants are princes, whose traffickers are the honorable of the earth." They were infamous us griping 'money-lovers' ('Odyssey,' xiv. 283; xv. 413). 

The balances of deceit are in his hand: he loveth to oppress - open violence: as the "balances of deceit" imply underhand fraud.

Hosea 12:8

And - i.e., notwithstanding.

Ephraim said, yet I am become rich - i.e., I regard not what the prophets say: I am content with my state, as "I am rich" (Revelation 3:17). Therefore, in just retribution, this is the very language of the enemy, in being the instrument of Israel's punishment (Zech 11:5, "They that sell them say ... I am rich"). Better far poverty with honesty than riches gained by sin.

In all my labors - my gains by labor.

They shall find none - i.e., none shall find any.

Iniquity in me that was sin - iniquity that would bring down the penalty of sin. Ephraim argues, My success in my labors proves that I am not a guilty sinner, as the prophets assert. Thus sinners pervert God's long-suffering goodness, whereby "He maketh His sun to rise on the evil" as well as "on the good, and sendeth rain" not only "on the just," but also "on the unjust" (Matthew 5:45), into a justification of their impenitence (cf. Ecclesiastes 8:11-13).
Hosea 12:9

And - rather, 'And yet.'

I, that am the Lord thy God from the land of Egypt, will yet make thee to dwell in tabernacles, as in the days of the solemn feasts - though Israel deserves to be cast off forever, YET I am still, what I have been from the time of my delivering them out of Egypt, their covenant-God; therefore, "I will yet make thee to dwell in tabernacles" - i.e., to keep the feast of tabernacles again, in remembrance of a new deliverance out of bondage. 

Fulfilled primarily at the return from Babylon (Nehemiah 8:17). Fully and antitypical to be fulfilled at the final restoration from the present dispersion (Zech 14:16: cf. Lev 23:42-43). (J. F. & B)
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Note: Since this commentary was published, we have seen the return of Israel into their own land in 

(1948 A.D.) And Israel has not fulfilled the prophecies that many expected to be fulfilled.

  Paul the Learner 
12:8 A trader who uses false balances, who loves to overreach, 

12:9 Ephraim thinks, “Ah, I have become rich; I have gotten power! All my gains do not amount to an offense which is real guilt.” 

12:10 I the Lord have been your God ever since the land of Egypt. I will let you dwell in your [tents – Literally “fixed season.”] again as in the days of old, Tanakh Hebrew Text
Hosea 12:10-11

Israel could not plead ignorance, for God had spoken by the prophets and multiplied visions. In "divers manners" (Hebrews 1:1) God had spoken through his prophetic spokesmen. Here three are mentioned: words ("I have spoken"); visions ("I have multiplied visions"); and parables ("and used similitudes"). 

12:11 Is there iniquity in Gilead? Read with the RSV, if there is iniquity in Gilead, they shall surely come to naught. 2 Kings 15:29 tells how Tiglath-pileser armies despoiled Gilead in the days of Pekah of Israel. The Lord was further insulted by the sacrifice of bullocks at the shrine in Gilgal.

       (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 12:10

I have also spoken by the prophets - literally, upon the prophets - i.e., my spirit resting on them. So Ezekiel 3:14, "The hand of the Lord was strong upon me." I deposited with them my instructions, which ought to have brought you to the right way. An aggravation of your guilt that it was not through ignorance you erred, but in defiance of God and His prophets (Calvin). Ahijah the Shilonite, Shemaiah, Iddo, Azariah, Hanani, Jehu, Elijah, Elisha, Micaiah, Joel, and Amos, were "the prophets" before Hosea.
And I have multiplied visions, and used similitudes - I adopted such modes of communication, adapted to man's capacities, as were calculated to arouse attention: I left no means untried to reform you. Hosea 1; 2; 3 contain examples of "similitude’s."(Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Hosea 12:11

Is there iniquity in Gilead? - Hebrew, 'vanity.' He asks the question, not as if the answer was doubtful, but to strengthen the affirmation, "Surely they are vanity;" or, as Maurer translates, 'They are nothing but iniquity.' 

(a) Iniquity, especially idolatry, in Scripture is often termed "vanity" (Proverbs 13:11, "wealth gotten by vanity" - i.e., iniquity; Isa 41:29, "they are all vanity ... images"). 

(b) "Gilead" refers to Mizpeh-gilead, a city representing the region beyond Jordan (Hosea 6:8; Judges 11:29); as "Gilgal," the region on this side of Jordan (Hosea 4:15). In all quarters alike they are utterly vile. 

(c) Their altars are as heaps in the furrows - i.e., as numerous as such heaps; namely, the heaps of stones cleared out of a stony field. 

(d) And as worthless; nay, as fatal to piety as those stones are to the productiveness of the field. In the sight of God the altars are but so many rude heaps of stone. 
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Hosea 12:11

(e) An appropriate image, as at a distance they look like altars (cf. Hos 10:1, 4, "According to the multitude of his fruit he hath increased the altars ... thus judgment springeth up as hemlock in the furrows of the field;" and Hos 8:11). 

(f) As the third member in the parallelism corresponds to the first, Gilgal to Gilead, so the fourth to the second, "altars" to "vanity." 

(g) The word "heaps" alludes to the name "Gilgal," meaning a heap of stones. The very scene of the general circumcision of the people, and of the solemn Passover kept by Joshua and all Israel after crossing Jordan, is now the stronghold of Israel's idolatry.

                     (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Hosea 12:12-14

Verses 3-5 give certain lessons from the life of Jacob which was relevant to the Israel of Hosea's day. These continue in verse 12, where we read that Jacob fled into the country of Syria, and Israel served for a wife. Jacob-Israel had labored in the house of Laban to secure for himself a wife. Through all those years God cared for Jacob, and ultimately brought him back to Canaan. This fact would offer a glimmer of hope to the nation which was to go into captivity to Assyria. God had brought the earlier Israel back from Syria (lit., the field of Aram, the same in meaning as Padan-Aram). 

12:13 Again, after a time in a distant land, by a prophet (Moses) the Lord brought Israel out of Egypt. The God who raised up Moses to be the leader of the Exodus, could raise up yet other prophets during the captivity to bring his people back to their homeland. 

12:14 Through persistent sin, Ephraim provoked (God) to anger. The result is that He would leave his blood upon him. Ephraim-Israel would bear the consequences of his guilt.

       (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 12:12

And Jacob fled into ... Syria; and Israel served for a wife. Though ye pride yourselves on the great name of "Israel," forget not that your progenitor was the same Jacob who was a fugitive, and who served for Rachel fourteen years. 

He forgot not ME, who delivered him when fleeing from Esau and when, oppressed by Laban the Syrian, in Padan-Aram (Genesis 28:5; 29:20, 28; Deuteronomy 26:5.) 

In offering the first-fruits "thou shalt say before the Lord thy God, A Syrian ready to perish was my father; and he went down into Egypt, and sojourned there with a few, and became there a nation, great, mighty, and populous"). Ye, though delivered from Egypt (Hosea 12:13), and loaded with my favors, are yet unwilling to return to me.

Country of Syria - the campaign region of Syria - i.e., the portion lying between the Tigris and Euphrates, hence called Mesopotamia. Padan-Aram means the same - i.e., Low Syria, as opposed to Aramea (meaning the high country) or Syria (Genesis 48:7).
Hosea 12:13

And by a prophet - Moses, the highest kind of prophet (Numbers 12:6-8; Deuteronomy 18:15, 18).
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Hosea 12:13

The Lord brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved. Translate, 'kept:' there is an allusion to the same Hebrew word [shaamaar (OT: 8104)] in Hosea 12:12, "kept sheep:" Israel was kept by God as His flock, even as Jacob kept sheep (Psalms 80:1, "Give ear, O shepherd of Israel, thou that leads Joseph like a flock; Isaiah 63:11).

Hosea 12:14

Ephraim provoked him to anger most bitterly - "Him," i.e., God.

Most bitterly - literally, with bitterness’s - i.e., with most grievous provocations.

Therefore shall he leave his blood upon him - not take away the guilt and penalty of the innocent blood shed By Ephraim in general, and to Moloch in particular. 

And his reproach shall his Lord return unto him - Ephraim's dishonor to God in worshipping idols, God will repay to him. 

That God is "His Lord" by right of redemption and special revelation to Ephraim only aggravates his guilt, instead of giving him hope of escape. God does not give up His claim to them as His, however they set aside His dominion.   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

12:11 When I spoke to the prophets, for I granted many visions, and spoke parables through the prophets. 

12:12 As for Gilead, it is worthless; and to no purpose have they been sacrificing oxen in Gilgal: the altars of these are also like stone heaps upon [a plowed field – I.e. the cults of Gilead and Gilgal are as worthless as that of Bethel.]. 

12:13 Then Jacob had [to flee – This is the punishment mention in 12:3] to the land of Aram; their Israel served for a wife, for a wife he had to guard [sheep]. 

12:14 But when the Lord brought Israel up from Egypt, it was through a prophet; [through a prophet – i.e. not through an angel] they were guarded. 

12:15 Ephraim gave bitter offense, and his Lord cast his crimes upon him and requited him for his mockery.  Tanakh Hebrew Text

Note: Let’s compare these verses with the Septuagint Text of 285 BCE.

12:10 Shall I speak to prophets? Though I have multiplied visions, and by the ministry of prophets made comparisons, 11 Was it only because of Galaad? There were liars indeed at Galaad – chiefs sacrificing; but their altars were like heaps in an uncultivated field. 12 Though Jacob fled to the plain of Syria, and Israel made himself a slave for a wife, and for a wife kept watch, 13 yet by a prophet the Lord brought Israel out of the land of Egypt and by a prophet he was preserved. 14 Ephraim hath kindled indignation and provoked to wrath; his blood therefore shall be poured out on him, and the Lord will reattribute to him his reproach.  Hosea 12:10-14 LXX 
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Hosea 13:1-8

1 WHEN EPHRAIM spoke with trembling, he exalted himself in Israel; but when he offended and became guilty in Baal worship, he died [spiritually, and then outward ruin came also, sealing Israel's doom as a nation]. 2 And now they sin more and more and have made for themselves molten images of their silver, even idols according to their own understanding [as it pleased them], all of them the work of the craftsmen. To these [very works of their hands] they speak or pray who sacrifice to them; they kiss and show homage to the calves [as if they were alive]! 3 Therefore they shall be like the morning mist or like the dew that passes early away, like the chaff that swirls with the whirlwind from the threshing floor and as the smoke out of the chimney or through the window. 

4 Yet I am the Lord your God from [the time you became a nation in] the land of Egypt, and you shall know or recognize no God but Me, for there is no Savior besides Me. 5 I knew (recognized, understood, and had regard for) you in the wilderness, in the land of great drought. 6 According to their pasture, so were they filled [when they fed, they grew full], and their heart was lifted up; therefore have they forgotten Me. 7 Therefore I have become to them like a lion; like a leopard I will lurk by the way [to Assyria] and watch them. 8 I will meet them like a bear that is robbed of her cubs, and I will rend the covering of their heart, and their will I devour them like a lioness, as a wild beast would tear them. AMP
13:1-8  CONTRASTED CONDUCT

D  13:1-.    Ephraim’s eminence.

  E  13:-1, 2.  Ephraim’s fall.  Idolatry.

     F  13:3.        Threatening, and Comparisons.

D  13:4, 5. Jehovah the source of Ephraim’s eminence.

 E 13:6.         Ephraim’s fall.  Forgetting Jehovah.

   F  13:7, 8.      Threatening, and Comparisons.

13:1 trembling = panic. The Hebrew word here is retheth. Occurs only here. Similar to retet, which occurs only in Jeremiah 49:24 (“fear”).       The Companion Bible
Hosea 13:2
God's Anger

13:2 idol manufacture skills. See the comments on Judges 17:3; Isaiah 40:19; 44:17-18 for discussion of the manufacturing techniques employed in the creation of idols in the ancient Near East. The acquisition and use of the skills necessary to fashion these images is simply a further example, according to Hosea, of Israel's intent to concretize or corrupt its worship with false gods. (IVP)
13:2 kiss calf idols. On the black stele of Shalmaneser III the Israelite king Jehu is portrayed kissing the ground before the Assyrian king. In Enuma Elish the tribunal of gods kisses the feet of Marduk after he has put down the rebellion and established himself as head of the pantheon. This was the common act of submission offered to kings and gods. Likewise the kissing of the idol involved kissing its feet in an act of homage, submission and allegiance. In the Mari letters the governor of Terqa, Kibri-Dagan, advises Zimri-Lim, king of Mari, to come to Terqa to kiss the feet of the statue of the god Dagan. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)

13:3 chaff on threshing floor. Once again Hosea uses a series of images that would easily conjure up pictures in his audience's minds— scenes from everyday life. 

HOSEA CHAPTER THIRTEEN

Hosea 13:3

Among them is the threshing floor where farmers bring their grain to be crushed under the feet of the oxen or by a threshing sledge (see the comment on Hosea 10:11). The worthless residue that remained on the surface of this installation would swirl about as the winds blew it about. This illustration, combined with the morning mist and wisps of smoke, speaks of the short-term aspects of life—an apt comparison between the eternity of Yahweh and the ephemeral character of other gods and their idols.
      (IVP Bible Background Commentary) 

13:7 leopard. The idea of the leopard as a silent, stalking hunter fits God's role as the destroyer of the unprepared and the unvigilant Israel (see Jeremiah 5:6). The cunning leopard appears in wisdom literature as well. For instance, there is a short fable about the leopard in the Assyrian Words of Ahiqar. In it the leopard attempts to trick a goat by offering to lend the goat his coat to shelter itself from the cold. The goat escapes and calls back that the leopard was merely hoping for its hide. Leopards still inhabit some regions of Israel (En Gedi) but in antiquity were not as common as lions. 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament, Copyright © 2000 by John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews and Mark W. Chavalas. Published by InterVarsity Press. All rights reserved.)
[General Information - 13:2-4] As elsewhere in the Bible, the book is assuming that the calves are not alternate ways of depicting the Lord, as many northern Israelites likely believed, but represent foreign deities. 

13:3: Morning clouds…dew, (see 6:4) Chaff…smoke, further images of evanescence. 

13:7: The image of the Lord as a lion is common in the prophetic books (cf. Amos 3:8). In Hosea it is clearly a double-edged image. 

1. It may point to restoration and hope (11:10-11);

2. Or horrifying punishment (5:14; 13:7-8).

God is powerful to punish and to restore. A reader who understands the described punishment as a past event and sees the restoration as still standing in the future can find much solace in this imagery.

   [Jewish Study Bible]

Hosea singled out the arrogant attitude of the tribe of Ephraim (13:1-3). The name "Ephraim" is found thirty-seven times in Hosea's prophecy. Sometimes "Ephraim" is a synonym for the whole Northern Kingdom, but here the prophet was addressing the tribe of Ephraim in particular. Ephraim and Manasseh were the sons of Joseph whom Jacob "adopted and whose birth order he reversed (Genesis 48). Manasseh was the first-born, but Jacob gave that honor to Ephraim. The people of Ephraim felt they were an important tribe that deserved to be listened to and obeyed. After all, Joshua came from Ephraim (Numbers 13:8) and so did the first king of the Northern Kingdom, Jeroboam I (1 Kings 11:26). 

1. The tabernacle of testimony was pitched in Shiloh which was in Ephraim (Joshua 18:1). 

2. In their arrogance, the tribe of Ephraim created problems for both Gideon (Judges 7:24-25; 8:1-3) 

3. And Jephthah (12:1-6). 

4. After the death of King Saul, the Ephraimites refused to submit to David's rule (2 Samuel 2:8-11); 

5. In fact, they had a strong prejudice against the tribe of Judah, the ruling tribe (19:40-43). 
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6. When the Northern Kingdom was established, so powerful were the Ephraimites that the kingdom was even called by their name.

7. But Ephraim abandoned Jehovah for Baal, and that brought spiritual death. 

8. They gladly participated in Jeroboam's man-made religion by sacrificing to the golden calves — even offering human sacrifices — and kissing the calves in worship. 

But idols are nothing, and those who worship them become like them nothing (Psalms 115:8). Hosea compared the people to the "nothings" with which they were familiar: morning dew that the sun burns away: chaff that the wind blows away; smoke that disappears out the window and is seen no more.

One more sin that Hosea condemned was the nation's ingratitude (Hosea 13:4-6). It was the same old story: the Jews were glad for what God had done for their forefathers — the Exodus, God's provision and guidance in the wilderness, the abundant wealth in the Promised Land — but they didn't really show Him sincere appreciation. In their trials, they turned to God for help, but in their prosperity, they became proud and turned away from God to idols. Moses had warned them about this sin, but they committed it just the same (Deuteronomy 8:10-20).

The name "Ephraim" means "fruitful," and this was a very fruitful tribe. Through Jacob, God had promised abundant blessings to Joseph and his sons (Genesis 48; 49:22-26), and that promise was fulfilled. It's too bad the people didn't use what God gave them for God's glory. 

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament © 2001-2004 by Warren W. Wiersbe. All rights reserved.)
The Wicked Bull Worship 13:1-3
Hosea 13:1-3

When Ephraim spake trembling should be rendered, When Ephraim spoke, there was trembling. The tribe of Ephraim was so influential as to command unquestioning respect in the early days of the Northern Kingdom. Ephraim and all Israel subsequently were weakened through the impact of Baal worship, so that Hosea could here say, He died. The death was a spiritual one, but the prophet also foretold national judgment and the victory of Israel's foes. 

13:2 In their spiritual death they sinned more and more by making and worshiping molten images. Those who would kiss the calves as an act of worship were guilty of sin against God (cf. Hosea 8:5; 1 Kings 19:18; Isaiah 40:18-20; 44:9-20; 46:6-7). 

13:3 Because of sin, Israel would be as the morning cloud, the night mist which appears as a cloud in the morning but soon is dispersed. Cf. Hosea 6:4.

(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

Hosea 13:1

This chapter and Hosea 14 probably belong to the troubled times that followed Pekah's murder by Hoshea (cf. Hosea 13:11; 2 Kings 15:30). The subject is the idolatry of Ephraim, notwithstanding God's past benefits, destined to be his ruin. 

When Ephraim spake trembling - rather, 'When Ephraim (the tribe most powerful among the twelve in Israel's early history) spake (authoritatively) there was trembling (cf. Josh 4:14; Dan 5:19); all reverentially feared him' (Jerome). (Compare Job 29:8-9, 21.) 
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Hosea 13:1

Ephraim, all along in history, was characterized by pride (Hosea 5:5, "The pride of Israel doth testify to his face: therefore shall Israel and Ephraim fall in their iniquity"). At no time could it be well said, "Ephraim spake trembling."

But when he offended in Baal - i.e., in respect to Baal, by worshipping him (1 Kings 16:31) under Ahab: a more heinous offence than even the calves. 

Ahab having married Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal, the king of the Zidonians, "as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, he went and served Baal (the Zidonians idol), and worshipped him." 

Therefore, it is at this climax of guilt that Ephraim "died." Sin has, in the sight of God, within itself the germ of death, though that death may not visibly take effect until long after. Compare Romans 7:9, "Sin revived, and I died." 

So Adam in the day of his sin was to die, though the sentence was not visibly executed until long after (Genesis 2:17, "In the day that thou eatest thereof (of the tree of knowledge of good and evil), thou shalt surely die;" Genesis 5:5, "All the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years, and he died"). Israel is similarly represented as politically dead, in Ezekiel 37.

Hosea 13:2

And now they ... have made them ... idols according to their own understanding - i.e., their arbitrary devising. Compare "will worship" (Colossians 2:23). Men are not to be "wise above that which is written," or to follow their own understanding, but God's command, in worship. 

They say of them, Let the men that sacrifice kiss the calves - an act of adoration to the golden calves (Psalms 106:20, "They changed their glory into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass;" cf. 1 Kings 19:18; Job 31:27). 

On the contrary, God commands, "Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and ye perish from the way, when His wrath is kindled but a little" (Psalms 2:12). 

Jeroboam, a refugee in Egypt (1 Kings 11:40; 12:2), had there seen nature worshipped under the form of a calf. Thus two living bulls, Apis and Mnevis, were worshipped as symbols of Osiris and the sun at Memphis and Heliopolis (Diodorus Siculus, i. 21; Strabo, xvii. 22, 27). 

As, therefore, Aaron had already, in compliance with the people's wish, made a calve of gold, saying, "These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt" (Exodus 32:4). 

So Jeroboam, in order to prevent the people's heart turning again to the King of Judah, by their going up to worship in the temple at Jerusalem, set up golden calves, representatives of Yahweh, and like the ox-formed cherubim on the mercy-seat, one in Dan, the other in Bethel, using the very words of Aaron, whose memory the people so revered, "Behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt" (1 Kings 12:28).   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
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13:2 kiss the calves. Kissing was fundamental in all heathen idolatry. It is the root of the Latin word ad-orare = to [bring something to] the mouth. “A pure lip” (Zeph. 3:9) implies more than language. 

     The Companion Bible

Hosea 13:2

The temple at Bethel was the king's chapel, the temple of the state (Amos 7:13). God had forbidden men so to worship Him; nor was it He who was so worshipped at Bethel and Dan, though Jeroboam probably meant it. People, when they alter God's truth, alter more than they think for. Such is the lot of all heresy. The calf was the symbol, not of the personal God, but of ever-renewed life-His continued vivifying of all that lives, and renewing of what decays. So what was worshipped was not God, but much what men now call 'Nature.' The calf was a symbol of nature-such as men say, Nature does this or that, nature makes man so and so; as if 'nature' were a sort of semi-deity, or creation were its own creator. 

'As men now profess to own God, and do own Him in the abstract, but talk of nature until they forget Him, or because they forget Him, so Jeroboam, a shrewd, practical, irreligious man, stepped into a worship of nature, while he thought, doubtless, he was doing honor, to the Creator, and professing a belief in Him' (Pusey).

Hosea 13:3

Therefore they shall be as the morning cloud, and as the early dew. - (Hosea 6:4 "Your goodness is as a morning cloud and as the early dew it goeth away"). As their "goodness" soon vanished like the morning cloud and dew, so they shall perish like them. Just retribution in kind. 

As the chaff that is driven with the whirlwind out of the floor - the threshing floor, generally an open area on a height, exposed to the winds. 

And as the smoke out of the chimney - generally in the East an orifice in the wall, at once admitting the light and giving egress to the smoke.  (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

13:1 When Ephraim spoke piety, he was exalted in Israel; but he incurred guilt through [Baal – I.e. Baal-Peor; cf. 9:10], and he died. 

13:2 And now they go on sinning; they have made them molten images, idols, by their skill, from their silver, wholly the work of craftsmen. Yet for these they appoint men to sacrifice; they are wont to kill calves! 

13:3 Assuredly, they shall be like morning clouds, like dew so early gone; like chaff whirled away from the threshing floor. And like smoke from a lattice.  Tanakh Hebrew Text
The Gracious God To Bring Destruction 13:4-11
Hosea 13:4-6

In spite of Israel's sins, God reminds his people of his covenant relationship to them: I am the Lord thy God from the land of Egypt. The reference to Egypt serves as a reminder of the great events associated with the Exodus. God had been faithful to his people, even during times of their faithlessness. Thou shalt know no god but me should be rendered in the present - Thou knowest no god but me. The Lord alone had met the needs of his people. All other deities were helpless in themselves and useless to their worshipers. 
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13:5 God reminds Israel, I did know thee in the wilderness. As in Ps 1:6, know conveys the idea "to take favorable notice of." Those whom God knows he blesses, and Israel had received countless blessings - e.g., manna from heaven, water from the rock - during her wilderness sojourn. Yet, Israel became a murmuring people, rebelling against God, and a whole generation perished without seeing the Promised Land. 

13:6 God had cared for all the needs of his people, but they soon forgot him. According to their pasture, so were they filled should read, When they were fed, they became full. When they had eaten to satiety, their heart was exalted, and they forgot the source of their blessings, God himself.

        (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

13:6 they were filled. Note the figure of Speech called Anadiplosis; or, Like Sentence Endings and Beginnings. (Reference Genesis 1:1, 2; Psalms 121:1, 2) The word or words concluding one sentence are repeated at the beginning of another. So the words ‘they were filled’ are repeated for emphasis.  For more information on the figures of speech see our study on Psalms chapter 7.  Paul the Learner

Hosea 13:4

Yet I am the Lord thy God from the land of Egypt - (Hosea 12:9; Isaiah 43:11, "I, even I, am the Lord; and besides me there is no savior"). No savior (temporal as well as spiritual) Besides me - (Isaiah 45:21, "There is no God else besides me; a just God and a Savior; there is none besides me").

Hosea 13:5

I did know thee in the wilderness - i.e., did acknowledge thee as mine, and so took care of thee (Psalms 144:3; Amos 3:2). As I knew thee as mine, so thou shouldest know no God but me" (Hosea 13:4).

In the land of great drought - (Deuteronomy 8:15).  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Hosea 13:6

According to their pasture, so were they filled. Image from cattle waxing wanton in abundant pasture (cf. Hosea 2:5, 8; Deuteronomy 32:13-15). In proportion as I fed them to the full, they were so satiated that 'their heart was exalted;' a sad contrast to the time when, by God's blessing, Ephraim truly "exalted himself in Israel" (Hosea 13:1). Therefore have they forgotten me - the very reason why men should remember God, namely, prosperity, which comes from Him, is the cause often of their forgetting Him. God had warned them of this danger (Deut 6:11-12).

        (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

13:4 Only I the Lord have been your God ever since the land of Egypt; you have never known a [true] God but Me, you have never had a helper other than Me. 

13:5 I looked after you in the desert, in a thirsty land. 

13:6 When they grazed, they were stated; when they were sated, they grew haughty; and so they forgot Me. 

13:7 So I am become like a lion to them, like a leopard I lurk on the way,

HOSEA CHAPTER THIRTEEN





SECTION TWO

13:8 like a bear robbed of your young I attack them and rip open the casing of their hearts; [I will devour them like a lion – “There dogs shall devour them;” cf. Septuagint], the beasts of the field shall mangle them. Tanakh Hebrew Text
Hosea 13:9-16

9 It is your destruction, O Israel, that you have been against Me, for in Me is your help. 10 Where now is your king that he may save you in all your cities? And your judges of whom you said, Give me a king and princes? 11 I have given you a king in My anger, and I have taken him away in My wrath. 12 The iniquity of Ephraim [not fully punished yet] is bound up [as in a bag]; his sin is laid up in store [for judgment and destruction]. 13 The pains of a woman in childbirth are coming on for him [to be born]; but he is an unwise son, for now when it is time [to be born], he comes not to the place where [unborn] children break forth [he needs new birth but makes no effort to acquire it]. 

14 Should I ransom them from the power of Sheol (the place of the dead)? Should I redeem them from death? O death, where are your plagues? O Sheol, where is your destruction? Relenting and compassion are hidden from My eyes. [1 Corinthians 15:55.] 15 For though among his brethren [his fellow tribes] he may be fruitful, an east wind [Assyria] will come, the breath of the Lord rising from the desert; and Ephraim's spring shall become dry and his fountain be dried up. [Assyria] shall plunder his treasury of every precious vessel. 16 Samaria shall bear her guilt and become desolate, for she rebelled against her God; they shall fall by the sword, their infants shall be dashed in pieces, and their pregnant women shall be ripped up. AMP
Hosea 13:16

13:16. gruesome punishments. Hosea forecasts that the warfare to come will destroy the town and villages of the Israelites, and not even women and children will be spared from the rampaging army as it pillages and rapes. It would appear that this phrase is a standard description of warfare's devastation. Ninth-century Assyrian conquest accounts speak of burning the young boys and girls. The practice of ripping open pregnant women is mentioned very rarely. It is a practice attributed to Assyrian king Tiglath-Pileser I (about 1100 BC) in a hymn praising his conquests. It is also referred to in passing in a Neo-Babylonian lament.   (From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)

13:10 The institution of human kingship is viewed negatively here, as a rejection of God’s kingship, as in some of the narratives concerning the origins of the monarchy (see e.g. 1 Samuel 10:17-19). [JSB]

13:13: The babe is not wise…birth stool of babes, a metaphor in which the son is partially compared to a woman in labor. The son will suffer the pains associated with childbirth. This child is so unwise that “at the right time he does not come to the birth stool,” i.e. he resists birth, endangering himself and the one who gives birth and prolonging her (and here, his) pain. The birth here symbolizes the turning of the heart necessary for a new beginning. If other words, if Ephraim repents soon it will end it’s suffering and begin a new era of divine blessing, but Ephraim, a foolish son, does not do so. [Jewish Study Bible]

13:14 Sheol, the netherworld, the land of the dead. The Lord will save Israel even from Sheol, if Israel repents. [Jewish Study Bible]

13:15: Though he flourish among reeds, a double word-play:

1. Ephraim and “flourish” sound similar in Hebrew,

2. But more importantly so do reeds or “marshes” and “brothers”
                  (Rashi favors the first meaning, Radak the second). 
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Hosea 13:15

Reeds might be an allusion to Egypt, “brothers,” a reference to the place of Ephraim at the head of his brothers (the other northern tribes; cf. Genesis 48:19). A blast, a wind, Hebrew “an east wind.” The east wind is a dry, scorching wind and is often associated with disaster and / or God’s power (Exodus 14:21; 15:8). 
[Jewish Study Bible]
The kinds of discipline (Hosea 13:7-16). Once again, Hosea uses a number of similes and metaphors to describe the trials that God was sending on His disobedient people. Like a ferocious beast, He would suddenly attack them (vv. 7-8; see 5:14), a reference to the invasion of the Assyrian army. The rulers of Israel would be weak, temporary, and ineffective (13:9-11; see 8:4). Now the time had come for the nation to have no king (3:4), a situation that would last for centuries.

The woman in travail is used often in Scripture to picture extreme pain and sorrow (13:13; Isaiah 13:8; Jeremiah 4:31; Matthew 24:8), but Hosea adds a new twist. He sees the woman too weak to deliver the child and the baby too stupid to come out of the womb! All the travail was wasted.

The invasion of the Assyrians will be like a hot, dry wind from the desert that will smother the people and dry up the watercourses. All the nation's treasures will be plundered, and their greatest treasure, their children, will be slain mercilessly. Why? Because the nation would not return to God.

Paul quotes Hosea 13:14 in 1 Corinthians 15:55 to emphasize the victory of Jesus Christ over death and the grave because of His resurrection, but Hosea's words in this context may have a different meaning. The next statement ("I will have no compassion") supports our interpretation that Hosea 13:14 refers to judgment and not victory over the enemy. This doesn't suggest that God no longer loved His people, because God's love for His people is the major theme of this book. But the time had come for God to discipline the nation, for they had rejected every other manifestation of His love. "For I will not relent!" is the (was) as (The Living Bible) states it. God revealed His love to Israel in His past mercies and now in His present disciplines. Hosea closes his book with a third evidence of God's love. 

      (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)

Hosea 13:7-9

God, who had been the protector of his people, in judgment became their destroyer. He here likens himself to a lion, ready to devour, and a leopard, ready to spring upon his unprepared people (cf. Jeremiah 5:6). As a leopard by the way will I observe them does not bring out the force of the original, which might better be rendered, As a leopard by the way will I lurk. 

13:8 Continuing his similes from the animal world, God likens himself to a bear that is bereaved of her whelps, hence ferocious (cf. 2 Samuel 17:8). The heart of Israel had resisted the loving call of her God; now, however, God likens himself to a charging animal, saying, I ... will rend the caul (enclosure) of their heart. 

13:9 God continues to address Israel: O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself. The JPS reads, It is thy destruction, O Israel. God had described the path which led to Israel's destruction, but he adds, but in me is thine help. 

The LXX and the Syriac suggest a different reading: Who can help you? (So RSV). The JPS renders the verse: It is thy destruction, O Israel, that thou art against Me, against thy help. 
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Hosea 13:90

Although there are textual problems here, the meaning is clear: By rebelling against the God who was always ready to help his people, Israel had brought about her own destruction.

       (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

13:9-14:8 INVITATION TO RETURN

G-1  13:9-16.  Revolt.

G-2  14:1-8.    Return.

13:9-16 REVOLT
G-1  H-1  13:9-.  

Incrimination.

              J-1  13:-9-11. 
    Promise.

        H-2  13:12, 13.

Incrimination.

              J-2  13:14.

    Promise.

        H-3  13:15, 16.  

Incrimination.

13:9 thou hast destroyed thyself = the destruction [which thou art suffering] is all thine own. Refer to Deuteronomy 32:5. The Hebrew word here is shahath, same word as “corrupted.”  

      The Companion Bible
Hosea 13:7

Therefore I will be unto them as a lion - (Hosea 5:14; Lamentations 3:10, "He was unto me as a bear lying in wait, and as a lion in secret places"). As a leopard by the way. The Hebrew [kªnaameer (OT: 5246)] comes from a root [miyr] to variegate, referring to its being spotted (cf. Jer 13:23, "Can the leopard change his spots?" Leopards lurk in thickets, and thence spring on their victims.

Will I observe them - i.e., lie in wait for them. Several manuscripts, the Septuagint, Vulgate, Syriac, and Arabic read, by a slight change of the Hebrew vowel-pointing, 'by the way of Assyria' [`ashuwr, for 'aashuwr], a region abounding in leopards and lions. The English version is better.

Hosea 13:8

I will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of her whelps - (2 Samuel 17:8). 'Writers on the natures of beasts say that none is more savage than a she-bear when bereaved of her whelps' (Jerome).

And will rend the caul of their heart - the membrane enclosing it-the pericardium.

And there will I devour them - "there," "by the way;" "there," where they sinned, shall they be punished (Hosea 13:7).
The wild beast shall tear them. It is remarkable that here there are specified the very four beasts which Daniel (Hosea 7) mentions long subsequently, following in Hosea's steps, as the symbols of the four world-powers whereby the people of God were and are to be chastised. 

The lion, the bear, the leopard, and the wild beast, whose name is not given, but which is described as "dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly, and diverse from all the beasts that were before it" (Daniel 7:7).
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Hosea 13:9

O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me. Thou and ME stand in contrast.

Hast destroyed thyself - Literally, thy destruction is of thyself (Proverbs 6:32, "He that doeth it (adultery) destroyed his own soul;" Proverbs 8:36).

In me is Thine help - literally, in thine help - (cf. Deuteronomy 33:26). Hadst thou rested thy hope in me, I would have been always ready at hand for thy help (Grotius).

         (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Hosea 13:10-11

I will be thy king should read, Where now is your king ... (so LXX, Syr., Vulg., BV, RSV). We then have a rhetorical question, "Where now is your king, to save you...?" The people had earlier said, Give me a king and princes (cf. 1 Samuel 8:5), but in the present emergency these rulers had proved futile. The BV and the RSV emend the words in all thy cities to all your princes because of the reference to kings and princes at the end of the verse. The verse then reads: "Where now is your king, to save you; where are all your princes, to defend you - those of whom you said, 'Give me a king and princes'?" 

13:11. I gave thee a king in mine anger. The initial reference may be to Saul, but the words are likewise appropriate to the dynastic history of the Northern Kingdom, beginning with Jeroboam I. Kings were repeatedly given and taken away. Laetsch renders the passage: I have been giving you kings in my anger and have taken them away in my wrath. Because the kings were subject to God's providential government, they can be described as given of God. But their idolatrous ways and the rejection of the Davidic dynasty by the Northern Kingdom furnish the basis for the statement that they were given in God's anger.  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

13:10 I will be thy king = Where is thy king? The Hebrew word ‘ehi = where, as in verse 14 twice; ‘ehi [where] is separated from the following word “king” by the Hebrew accent zakeph, and is connected with the word ‘epho’ =now. It therefore means “Where now is thy king? (Hoshea):” the answer being “in prison” (see 2 Kings 17:4). Where is any other that may save thee…? = To save thee or that he may save thee.  The Companion Bible
13:11 I give…and take him away, referring to a continued act, the violent deaths of Israel’s then recent kings:

1. Zachariah – murdered by Shallum.

2. Shallum –     murdered by Menahem.

3. Pekahiah –   murdered by Pekah.
4. Pekah –        murdered by Hoshea.

5. Hoshea, who was now a prisoner in Assyria.

Hosea 13:10

I will be thy king: where - rather, as margin and the Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate, 'where now is thy king?' (Maurer.) The English version is, however, favored by the antithesis between Israel's self-chosen and perishing kings and God, Israel's abiding king (cf. Hos 3:4-5). [But 'ªhiy (OT: 165) is 'where,' not 'I will be.' And 'eepow' (OT: 645), which the English version renders "where," never occurs thus by itself, but always subjoined to '-y-h, or '-h-y.] Translate, 'where now is thy king, that he may save thee?'
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Hosea 13:10

Where is any other that may save thee in all thy cities? And thy judges of whom thou saidst, Give me a king? - Where now is the king whom ye substituted in my stead? Neither Saul, whom the whole nation begged for, not contented with Me, their true King (1 Samuel 8:5, 7, 19-20; 10:19), nor Jeroboam, whom subsequently the ten tribes chose instead of the line of David my anointed, can save thee now. They had expected from their kings what is the prerogative of God alone-namely, the power of saving them. Thy judges - including all civil authorities under the king (cf. Amos 2:3).
Hosea 13:11

I gave thee a king in mine anger, and took him away in my wrath - true both of Saul (1 Sam 15:22-23; 16:1) and of Jeroboam's line (1 Kings 15:25-27; 2 Kings 15:30). Pekah was taken away through Hoshea, as himself took away Pekahiah, and as Hoshea was soon to be taken away by the Assyrian king.

         (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

13:9 You are undone, O Israel! You had no help but Me. 

13:10 Where now is your king? Let him save you! Where are the chieftains in all your towns from whom you demanded: “Give me a king and officers?” 

13:11 I give you kings in my ire, and take them away in My wrath. 

13:12 Ephraim’s guilt is bound up, his sin [is stored away – I.e. for future retribution.]. 

13:13 Pangs of childbirth assail him, and the babe is not wise – for this is no time to survive at the birth stool of babes. 

13:14 [14 From Sheol itself I will save them, redeem them from very Death. – This verse would read well before 14:5]. Where, O Death, are your plagues? Your pestilence where, O Sheol? [Revenge shall be far from My thoughts – Literally “Satisfaction (for this meaning of the Hebrew nhm see Deuteronomy 32:36; Isaiah 1:24) shall be hidden from My eyes.”]. 

13:15 For though he flourish among reeds, a blast, a wind of the Lord, shall come blowing up from the wilderness; his fountain shall be parched, his spring dried up. That [wind] shall plunder treasures, every lovely object. Tanakh Hebrew Text
Hosea 13:12-13

Ephraim's sin (i.e., the sin of the Northern Kingdom) is described as bound up or wrapped up. It is kept in store (RSV), remembered in the courts of heaven, and one day will be dealt with in justice. The AV translation his sin is hid does not show the force of the words, rendered in the JPS, laid up in store. 

13. Ephraim - Israel is likened to a travailing woman: The sorrows of a travailing woman shall come upon him. As the pangs of childbirth are inescapable, so Israel was to bear the trials which her sins had merited. She is also likened to an unwise son who, at the time of birth, does not present himself in the place of the breaking forth of children (i.e., at the mouth of the womb).  In Hosea's apt illustration, a clever child would be eager to hasten from the womb; leaving the womb would usher in a new life (cf. John 3:3-4). Israel (Ephraim) could have had a new beginning in a life of obedience, but she chose to tarry in her idolatry. (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

HOSEA CHAPTER THIRTEEN

Hosea 13:12

The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; his sin is hid - treasures, meant to be kept, are bound up and hidden; i.e., do not flatter yourselves, because of the delay, that I have forgotten your sin. Nay (Hosea 9:9), Ephraim's iniquity is kept as it were safely sealed up, until the due time comes for bringing it forth for punishment (Deuteronomy 32:34; Job 14:17; 21:19, "God layeth up his iniquity for his children; he rewarded him; and he shall know it;" cf. Romans 2:5). Opposed to "blotting out the handwriting against" the sinner (Colossians 2:14).

Hosea 13:13

The sorrows of a travailing woman - calamities sudden and agonizing (Jer 30:6).

He is an unwise son - in not foreseeing the impending judgment and averting it by penitence (Proverbs 22:3).

For he should not stay long in the place of the breaking forth of children. When Israel might deliver himself from calamity by the pangs of penitence, he ought not to bring ruin on himself by so long deferring a new birth unto repentance, like a child whose mother has not strength to bring it forth, and which therefore remains so long in the passage from the womb as to run the risk of death (2 Kings 19:3; Isaiah 37:3. 

God in the case of His people suffers no abortion; He gives strength to bring forth, spiritually raising them by the Holy Spirit from the dark deadness of sin, and at last literally from the womb of the grave, 13:14; Isaiah 66:9).    (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Hosea 13:14-16

I will ransom them from the power of the grave. The words express the feeling of a father who cannot bear to contemplate the utter ruin of even a faithless son. Judgment must come upon Israel, but beyond the judgment would be deliverance. The grave (Sheol) and death are used synonymously of the nether world. (See Luke 16 chapter)

Its powers are arrayed against God's people of all ages (cf. Matthew 16:18). Yet God will be victor over Death and the Grave. Paul, in 1 Corinthians 15:55, cites Hosea 13:14 in describing the triumph of the Christian over death: "O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" 

13:15 Turning again to the immediate judgment upon Ephraim (which means fruitfulness), Hosea says, though he be fruitful among his brethren, the smiting east wind from the wilderness will bring desolation on the land. The wind from the East seems to be an allusion to the Assyrian who would soon despoil Israel. 

13:16 with the coming of the Assyrian, Samaria would become desolate. Or, literally, Samaria shall bear her guilt. The kings of Israel had been guilty of atrocities similar to those described here (cf. 2 Kings 15:16).  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 13:14

I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction - "from the power" - literally, from the hand, i.e., from the grasp of the grave. 
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Hosea 13:14

Applying primarily to God's restoration of Israel from Assyria partially, and in times yet future, fully, from all the lands of their present long-continued dispersion and political death (cf. Hosea 6:2, "After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight;" Isaiah 25:8; 26:19; Ezek 37:12, "O my people (Israel primarily), I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel"). 

Note: There are two thoughts here:

1. Ezekiel 37 the valley of dry bones restored to life = Israel back home 1948 A.D.

2. Jesus resurrected on the third day as recorded in the gospels.

    Paul the Learner

God's power and grace are magnified in quickening what to the eye of flesh seems dead and hopeless (Romans 4:17, 19, "God quickeneth the dead, and called those things which be not, as though they were,") as in the case of Sarah's womb and Abraham's body, seemingly dead, and incapable of being parents. ['epdeem (OT: 6299)] "I will ransom" means, I will redeem to myself, setting free by paying a price. So the Lord Jesus, as our nearest kinsman, became our Goel or Redeemer, ransoming us at the price of His precious blood (1 Peter 1:18-19).

Since Israel's history, past and future, has a representative character in relation to the Church, this verse is expressed in language referring ultimately to Messiah's (who is the ideal Israel) grand victory over the grave and death, the first-fruits in His own resurrection, the full harvest to come at the general resurrection, first of His own people, then of the rest of the dead (1 Corinthians 15:23); hence, the similarity between this verse and Paul's language as to the latter (1 Corinthians 15:55). That similarity becomes more obvious by translating 'where,' instead of "I will be," as the Septuagint, which Paul plainly quotes from; and as the same Hebrew word ['ªhiy], which is translated, I will be, ought to be translated in Hosea 13:10, 'O death, where are thy plagues?' (Paraphrased by the Septuagint, 'thy victory'). 'O grave, where is thy destruction?' (Rendered by the Septuagint, 'thy sting'). 

Our English version takes the Hebrew from the verb to be [haayaah (OT: 1961)]: it is better made equivalent to the ordinary Hebrew for 'where' [ª'hiy (OT: 165)]. The question is that of one triumphing over a foe, once a cruel tyrant, but now robbed of all power to hurt. Repentance shall be hid from mine eyes - i.e., I will not change my purpose of fulfilling my promise by delivering Israel, on the condition of their return to me (cf. Hosea 14:2-8; Numbers 23:19; Romans 11:29).
Hosea 13:15

Though he is fruitful - referring to the meaning of "Ephraim," from a Hebrew root 'to be fruitful' (Genesis 41:52). It was long the most numerous and flourishing of the tribes (Genesis 48:19, "His (Manasseh's) younger brother (Ephraim) shall be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations").

1. An east wind shall come, the wind of the Lord i.e., sent by the Lord (cf. Isaiah 40:7), who has His instrument of punishment always ready. 

2. The Assyrian, Shalmaneser, etc., is meant (Jeremiah 4:11; 18:17; Ezekiel 19:12). Shall come up from the wilderness - i.e., the desert part of Syria (1 Kings 19:15), the route from Assyria into Israel.

3. His spring shall become dry. Ephraim's resources shall be exhausted.
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Hosea 13:15

He shall spoil the treasure of all pleasant vessels - the Assyrian invader shall do so. Shalmaneser began the siege of Samaria in 723 BC its close was in 721 BC, the first year of Sargon, who seems to have usurped the throne of Assyria while Shalmaneser was at the siege of Samaria. Hence, while 2 Kings 17:6 states, "the king of Assyria took Samaria," 2 Kings 18:10 says, "At the end of three years they took it." In Sargon's magnificent palace at Khorsabad inscriptions mention the number-27, 280-of Israelites carried captive, by the founder of the palace, from Samaria and other places of Israel (George Vance Smith).

Hosea 13:16

Samaria shall become desolate. This verse and Hosea 13:15 foretell the calamities about to befall Israel before her restoration (Hosea 13:14), owing to her impenitence.
For she hath rebelled against her God - the greatest aggravation of her rebellion that it was against her God (Hosea 13:4).
Their infants shall be dashed in pieces ... - (2 Kings 8:12; 15:16; Amos 1:13).

       (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Assyria

1. In 738 B.C., in the reign of Menahem, king of Israel, Pul invaded Israel, and imposed on it a heavy tribute (2 Kings 15:19). 

2. Ahaz, the king of Judah, when engaged in a war against Israel and Syria, appealed for help to this Assyrian king by means of a present of gold and silver (2 Kings 16:8); who accordingly "marched against Damascus, defeated and put Rezin to death, and besieged the city itself."

3. Leaving a portion of his army to continue the siege, "he advanced through the province east of Jordan, spreading fire and sword," and became master of Philistia, and took Samaria and Damascus. 

4. He died 727 B.C., and was succeeded by Shalmanezer IV, who ruled till 722 B.C. 

5. He also invaded Syria (2 Kings 17:5), but was deposed in favor of Sargon (q.v.) the Tartan, or commander-in-chief of the army, who took Samaria (q.v.) after a siege of three years, and so put an end to the kingdom of Israel, carrying the people away into captivity, 722 B.C. (2 Kings 17:1-6,24; 18:7,9). 

6. He also overran the land of Judah, and took the city of Jerusalem (Isaiah 10:6,12,22,24,34).

7. Mention is next made of Sennacherib (705 B.C.), the son and successor of Sargon (2 Kings 18:13; 19:37; Isaiah 7:17,18); and then of Esar-haddon, his son and successor, who took Manasseh, king of Judah, captive, and kept him for some time a prisoner at Babylon, which he alone of all the Assyrian kings made the seat of his government (2 Kings 19:37; Isaiah 37:38).

(From Easton's Bible Dictionary, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003, 2006 Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

14:1-8  THE RETURN (Structure called alternation)

G-2  J-1  14:1, 2-.  

Jehovah.  Invitation.

            K-1  14:-2, 3.

    Israel.  Confession.  Words provided.

        J-2  14:4-7.

Jehovah.  Promises.

            K-2  14:8-.

    Israel.  Confession.  Words used.

        J-3  14:-8.

Jehovah.  Blessing.

Hosea 14:1-9

1 O ISRAEL, return to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled and fallen, [visited by calamity] due to your iniquity. 2 Take with you words and return to the Lord. Say to Him, Take away all our iniquity; accept what is good and receive us graciously; so will we render [our thanks] as bullocks [to be sacrificed] and pay the confession of our lips. [Hebrews 13:15.] 3 Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses, neither will we say any more to the work of our hands [idols], You are our gods. For in You [O Lord] the fatherless find love, pity, and mercy. 4 I will heal their faithlessness; I will love them freely, for My anger is turned away from [Israel]. 5 I will be like the dew and the night mist to Israel; he shall grow and blossom like the lily and cast forth his roots like [the sturdy evergreens of] Lebanon. 

6 His suckers and shoots shall spread, and his beauty shall be like the olive tree and his fragrance like [the cedars and aromatic shrubs of] Lebanon. 7 They that dwell under his shade shall return; they shall revive like the grain and blossom like the vine; the scent of it shall be like the wine of Lebanon. 8 Ephraim shall say, what have I to do any more with idols? I have answered [him] and will regard and watch over him; I am like a green fir or cypress tree; with Me is the fruit found [which is to nourish you]. 9 Who is wise, that he may understand these things? Prudent, that he may know them? For the ways of the Lord are right and the [uncompromisingly] just shall walk in them, but transgressors shall stumble and fall in them. [Psalms 107:43; Isaiah 26:7; Jeremiah 9:12; Daniel 12:10.] AMP
Hosea 14:5-6

Offer of Hope

14:5-6 plant metaphors. Yahweh's relationship with Israel is likened to dew that provides the only moisture available to flowers and trees during the dry months of summer (see Isaiah 26:19). The lily is not common in Palestine today, though it can be found in some areas. There is dispute whether it was more common in antiquity or not. In addition, God's life-giving essence insures the fertility and virility of the nation so that it continues to grow and expand, like the massive root system of the olive tree. Comparison is also made to the great cedars of Lebanon—considered the most useful of the large growth trees in the ancient Near East. It was prized for its lumber (1 Kings 6:9-10), a source for construction and a symbol of wealth in Mesopotamian literature, including the Gilgamesh Epic and the annals of many kings from the Sumerians through the Assyrians. 

         (From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)

14:1 (Cf. 10:14) 2-9: Return, O Israel: Because of the powerful call for repentance and hope it conveys and the high poetic languages it uses, (14:1-10) eventually becomes a “classical” text in Jewish tradition and liturgy. As mentioned in the introduction, it is read on Shabbat Shuvah (the Sabbath that precedes Yom Kippur) and in the afternoon service of Tish’ah be’av (Sephardic and Yemenite traditions). As in Deuteronomy 30, once Israel returns, God returns to take them back. [Jewish Study Bible]

14:4: Find pity recalls “Lo-ruhamah” of (1:8) and its reversal in (2:3). The verse as a whole is a rejection by Israel of its past behavior, rejecting improper political alliance and foreign deities. [JSB]
14:8: Contrast with (9:1-2). [Jewish Study Bible]

14:10: The prophetic word should not merely be heard once, but must be carefully studied. 

              [Jewish Study Bible] 
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3. God's Promises for the Future (Hosea 14)

Though His people may turn away from Him, God will not abandon them, even though He disciplines them, for He is true to His covenant and His promises. "If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself (2 Timothy 2:13. NKJV). God pleads with His people to return to Him and forsake the sins that were causing their downfall (Hosea 14:1). He had already told them to plow up their hard hearts and seek the Lord (10:12) and to turn to God for mercy (12:6), but now He talks to them like little children and tells them just what to do. The Lord gives them promises to encourage them to repent. 

He will receive us (Hosea 14:2-3). God had every reason to reject His sinful people, but He chose to offer them forgiveness. Instead of bringing sacrifices, they needed to bring sincere words of repentance and ask God for His gracious forgiveness. "For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it: You do not delight in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart — these, O God, You will not despise" (Psalms 51:16-17. NKJV). 

He will restore us (Hosea 14:4). God restores the penitent to spiritual health and heals their backsliding (Jeremiah 14:7). When a person collapses with sickness, it's usually the result of a process that's been working in the body for weeks or months. 

1. First an infection gets into the system and begins to grow. 

2. The person experiences weariness and loss of appetite, 

3. Then weakness, and then the collapse occur. 

4. When sin gets into the inner person and isn't dealt with, 

5. It acts like an insidious infection:

6. It grows quietly; it brings loss of spiritual appetite;

7. It creates weariness and weakness; then comes the collapse.

For example, when Peter denied his Lord three times, that sin didn't suddenly appear; it was the result of gradual spiritual deterioration. 

1. The denial began with Peter's pride, when he told the Lord he would never forsake Him and would even die for Him. 

2. The next stage was sleeping when he should have been praying, 

3. And then fighting when he should have put away his sword. 

4. Peter should have left the scene ("I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad" [Matthew 26:31; Zechariah 13:7]); 

5. But instead, he followed to see what would happen and walked right into temptation.

When we confess our sins to the Lord, He forgives us and the "germs of sin" are cleansed away (1 John 1:9) but, as with physical sickness, often there's a period of recuperation when we get back our strength and our appetite for spiritual food. "I will love them freely" describes that period, when we're back in fellowship with the Lord and enjoying His presence. We see the smile of His face, for His anger is turned away. 

He will revive us (Hosea 14:5-8). Hosea pictures the restoration of the penitent as the emergence of new life in a dry field on which the refreshing dew has fallen. In the summer and early autumn in the Holy Land, the dew is very heavy and greatly appreciated (Psalms 133:3; Isaiah 18:4). That's what the word "revive" means: to bring new life. The rich vegetation appears, producing beauty and fragrance where once the farmer saw only ugliness and emptiness. The fallow ground becomes a fruitful garden!

HOSEA CHAPTER FOURTEEN
The closing verse presents us with only two alternatives:

1. Rebel against the Lord and continue to stumble, = foolishness

2. Or return to the Lord and walk securely in His ways = wisdom

"I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore, choose life" (Deuteronomy 30:19).   (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)
III Israel's Conversion and Renewal 14:1-9.

The Call to Repentance 14:1-3
Hosea 14:1-2

Hosea turned to his people with a plea to return unto the Lord. Israel had been faithless, but the prophet still saw hope if she would turn from her sin. Israel had fallen. Literally stumbled. Sin had put a stumbling block in the way.

14:2 Hosea asks for confession of sin: Take with you words. Israel had been headed in the direction of judgment, which could only be averted by a complete turning from sin and idolatry to God and his righteous claims upon the lives of his people; hence the command to turn to the Lord. The prayer, Take away all iniquity, implies renunciation of sin. The words, and receive us graciously, literally read, and take good. The JPS renders, and accept that which is good. The Psalmist says, "It is good to sing praises unto our God" (Psalms 147:1). For the calves of our lips, the LXX reads, the fruit of our lips (cf. Hebrews 13:15). Confession of sin and renunciation of its hold upon the life of Israel would result in blessing, with its attendant praise and thanksgiving. Praise is likened to sacrifice, which is offered by the grateful worshiper.  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 14:1

O Israel, return unto the Lord thy God, for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity - (Hosea 5:5; 13:9, "O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thine help"). The Hebrew for "return" [shuwbaah (OT: 7725)] is intensive [as the Hebrew letter he (h) in the imperative implies], implying God's strong desire for Israel's return. Return at once and completely. "Unto" [`ad (OT: 5704)] is literally, even up to the Lord; not merely toward the Lord. 'Great is repentance which maketh men to reach quite up to the throne of glory' (The Jewish book, Yomac, viii. in Pococke).

Hosea 14:2

Take with you words - instead of sacrifices-namely, the words of penitence here put in your mouths by God. "Words" in Hebrew [dªbaariym (OT: 1697)] mean realities, they’re being the same term for words and things; so God implies, He will not accept empty professions (Psalms 78:36, "Nevertheless, they did flatter Him with their mouth, and they lied unto Him with their tongues;" Isaiah 29:13). He does not ask costly sacrifices, but words of heartfelt penitence.

Receive us graciously - literally, (for) good [Towb (OT: 2896), for lªTowb (OT: 2896)]. But as there is no "us" in the Hebrew, the antithesis to "take away all iniquity," requires the translation to be, 'receive the good' which we offer to thee-namely, the "words" of unfeigned repentance. Receive whatever of good there is in our service offered to thee: for it is not our good, but what Thy good Spirit works in us (Psalms 68:19; Ephesians 4:8). 

The prayer presumes that God has both taken away all iniquity, so justifying them, and has infused good into them by His Holy Spirit. Therefore they do not call it our goodness, but simply receive good. God's works after justification are acceptable to God, because they flow from a living faith. 
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Hosea 14:2

But perhaps it is better to understand 'accept the good' as meaning, in the ulterior design of the Spirit, accept the righteousness of Christ. Then the joyful thanksgiving follows naturally: 'Take away all our guilt by Christ's blood shedding: and accept His righteousness, as imputed to us, for righteousness which we have not in ourselves.'

So will we render the calves of our lips - i.e., instead of sacrifices of calves, which we cannot offer to thee in our exile, we present the praises of our lips. Thus the exile, wherein the temple-service ceased, prepared the way for the Gospel time, when the types of the animal sacrifices of the Old Testament being realized in Christ's perfect sacrifice once for all; "the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips" (Hebrews 13:15), takes their place in the New Testament.

       (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

14:2 graciously = O Gracious One. Eminent Jewish commentators take this as a title of the Messiah.
    The Companion Bible

14:2 calves = oxen. Put by Figure of Speech called Metonymy (of Subject), for the sacrifices offered (Psalms 51:17). Lips. Put by Figure of Speech Metonymy (of Cause), for the confession, &c. made by them. For a complete study on the figures of speech see our study in Psalms lesson 7.

   Paul the Learner

Hosea 14:3

One party in the Israelite court looked to Assyria for help, but Hosea insisted Asshur shall not save us. To those who looked to Egypt, the source of war horses (cf. 1 Kings 10:28; Isaiah 31:1), the prophet insisted, we will not ride upon horses. Israel was tempted to look to one or the other of the rival powers to satisfy her needs, but Hosea sought to remind her that such a policy would result in divine judgment. 

The work of our hands refers to idols, which Israel made. Salvation would not come from Assyria, Egypt, or Israel's own efforts and idolatrous inventions (cf. Isaiah 42:17; 54:17). In the words, the fatherless findeth mercy; Israel is depicted as an orphan with no father to provide sustenance. Although exposed to danger from Assyria, from Egypt, and from other foes, Israel in her helplessness could find mercy only in her God.  (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

14:3 the fatherless: i.e. Israel’s orphaned folk. Here we have the key to the symbolic names found in chapter one:

1. Gomer shows that the measure of iniquity was full.

2. Jezreel denotes the consequent scattering.

3. Lo-Ruhamah (the second child, the girl) foreshadows Israel as the unpitied one.
4. Lo-Ammi (the last child) denotes Israel’s present condition (2:1).

5. Ruhamah –pitied, Lo-Ruhamah’s new name (2:23).

Hosea 14:3

Asshur shall not save us; we will not ride upon horses; neither will we say anymore to the work of our hands, ye are our gods. Three besetting sins of Israel are here renounced: 
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Hosea 14:3

1. Trust in Assyria, 

2. Application to Egypt for its cavalry (forbidden, Deuteronomy 17:16. Compare Hosea 7:11, "They call to Egypt, they go to Assyria;" Hosea 11:5; 12:1; 2 Kings 17:4; Psalms 33:17, "A horse is a vain thing for safety." Compare Psalms 33:17; Proverbs 21:31; Isaiah 30:2, 16; 31:1), 

3. And idolatry.

For in thee the fatherless findeth mercy - descriptive of the destitute state of Israel when severed from God, their true Father. We shall henceforth trust in none but Thee, the only Father of the fatherless and Helper of the destitute (Psalms 10:14; 68:5). Our nation has experienced thee such in our helpless state in Egypt, and now, in a like state again, our only hope is in Thy goodness.

       (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

14:1 Samaria must bear her guilt, for she has defied her God. They shall fall by the sword, their infants shall be dashed to death, and their women with child ripped open. 

14:2 Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, for you have fallen because of your sin. 

14:3 Take words with you and return to the Lord. Say to Him: “Forgive all guilt and accept what is good; instead of bulls we will pay [The offering of] our lips.”  Tanakh Hebrew Text
The Promise of Pardon 14:4-8
Hosea 14:4

When God's people call upon him in genuine penitence, he is ready to come to their aid and will heal their backsliding. The Lord's love is motivated by his own grace rather than by any merit in its subject. It is given freely, a word suggesting that it is bestowed of God's own free will. Israel had not earned God's love, but he was prepared to give it as a gift. The anger of the Lord speaks of his reaction to sin, which always provokes his wrath. In grace, however, anger may be turned away and judgment averted.   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)
Hosea 14:4

I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely - God's gracious reply to their self-condemning prayer.

Backsliding - apostasy; not merely occasional backslidings. God can heal the most desperate sinfulness (Calvin).

Freely - with a gratuitous, unmerited, and abundant love (Ezekiel 16:60-63). So as to the spiritual Israel (John 15:16; Romans 3:24, "Being justified freely (literally, gratuitously) by His grace;" Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:10). The Hebrew is, literally, moved by myself, of my own accord [nªdaabaah (OT: 5071)].   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Hosea 14:5

Rain is scarce in much of the Near East, and dew is essential if vegetation is to grow. God would enable Israel to flourish: He shall grow as the lily, suggesting both beauty and fruitfulness. 

HOSEA CHAPTER FOURTEEN

Hosea 14:5
Several flowers are suggested as the lily. Pliny spoke of the white lily which grows wild in Palestine and "is unsurpassed in its fecundity, often producing fifty bulbs from a single root" (Pliny Natural History XXI. 5). The Anemone coronaria is also suggested. The words, roots as Lebanon, imply stability. It is uncertain whether the cedar trees or the mountains of Lebanon are meant, but in either instance the symbol is one of permanence.   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 14:5

(1) I will be as the dew unto Israel - "the dew," which falls copiously in the East, supplying the place of the more frequent rains in other regions. 

(2) God will not be "as the early dew that goeth away," but constant (Hosea 6:3-4; Job 29:19; Proverbs 19:12). He shall grow as the lily. 

(3) No plant is more productive than the lily, one root often producing 50 bulbs (Pliny, 'Natural History,' xxi. 5). 

(4) The common lily is white, consisting of six leaves, opening like bells. 

(5) The royal lily grows to the height of three or four feet; Matthew 6:29 alludes to the beauty of its flowers. 

(6) And cast forth his roots as Lebanon - i.e., as the trees of Lebanon (especially the cedars), which cast down their roots as deeply as is their height upwards; so that they are immovable (Jerome). (Isa 10:34.) 

(7) Spiritual growth consists most in the growth of the root, which is out of sight.

                  (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Hosea 14:6-7

The branches, which shall spread, are the tender branches or saplings which spring from the root after Israel's vine is cut down (cf. Isaiah 53:2). Hosea indicates that the root of the tree shall send forth many fresh plants. The fruit of the olive tree was a staple in the economy of the ancient East. Jeremiah 11:16 speaks of Israel as "a green olive tree, fair and of goodly fruit." Lebanon had the fresh smell of its cedars and of the shrubs which grew on its slopes. 

14:7a Read, They that dwell under his shadow shall again make corn to grow (so JPS). God is speaking, and declaring that restored Israel will enjoy such blessing that other peoples will be blessed through association with Israel. They shall plant corn and reap harvests under Israel's shadow.

       (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 14:6

His branches shall spread - shoots, or suckers.

And his beauty shall be as the olive - which never loses its verdure. One plant is not enough to express the varied graces of God's elect people. 

(a) The lily depicts its lovely growth; but as it wants duration and firmness, 

(b) The deeply-rooted cedars of Lebanon are added; these, however, are fruitless, 

(c) Therefore the fruitful, peace-bearing, fragrant, evergreen olive is added.

And his smell as Lebanon - which exhaled from it the fragrance of odoriferous trees and flowers. 'As you enter the valley (between Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon) straightway the scent meets you' (Theophrastus' 'History of Plants,' x. 7, in Pusey). 
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Hosea 14:6

So Israel's name shall be in good savor with all (Genesis 27:27, Isaac "smelled the smell of his (Jacob's) raiment, and blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the Lord hath blessed" (Song 4:11).  (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

14:4 Assyria shall not save us, no more will we ride [on steeds; - I.e. we will no longer depend on an alliance with Egypt; cf. 2 Kings 18:24 (Isaiah 36:9; Isaiah 30:16)] nor ever again will we call our handiwork our god, since in You alone orphans find pity!” 

14:5 I will heal their [affliction – For the meaning of the Hebrew meshubah see Jeremiah 2:19; 3:22.], generously will I take them back in love; for My anger has turned away from [them – Hebrew “him.”]. 

14:6 I will be to Israel like dew; he shall blossom like the lily, he shall strike root like a [Lebanon tree – “poplar.”].  Tanakh Hebrew Text 
Hosea 14:7

They that dwell under his shadow shall return – 

(A) They that used to dwell under Israel's shadow (but who shall have been forced to leave it) shall return - i.e., be restored to their original dwelling under it. Contrast Ezekiel 35:9, "I will make thee perpetual desolations, and thy cities shall not return." 

(B) Others take "His shadow" to mean Yahweh's (cf. Psalms 17:8; 91:1; Isaiah 4:6, "There shall be (namely, for the restored Jews on Mount Zion) a tabernacle, for a shadow in the day time from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and rain"); which (Hosea 14:1-2) "return unto the Lord," etc., favors. 

(C) But the "his" in Hosea 14:6 refers to Israel, and therefore must refer to the same here.

They shall revive as the corn - as the grain long buried in the earth springs up with an abundant produce, so shall they revive from their calamities with a great increase of offspring (cf. John 12:24).

The scent thereof - i.e., Israel's fame. Compare Hosea 14:6, "His smell as Lebanon;" Song 1:3, "Thy name is as ointment poured forth." The Septuagint favors margin, 'memorial.'

Shall be as the wine of Lebanon - This was most celebrated for its aroma, flavor, and medicinal restorative properties.   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Hosea 14:8-9

Verse 8 is best understood as a dialogue between Israel and God. 

1. Israel asks, what have I to do any more with idols? Ephraim (Israel) has learned her lesson, and is ready to renounce idolatry. 

2. God replies: I have heard him and observed him. God looks with favor on Israel's renunciation of idolatry. 

3. Israel again speaks: I am like a green fir tree. In her prosperity Israel likens herself to a stately fir, or cypress tree. 

4. This boast appears presumptuous, however, and God reminds his people, from me is thy fruit found.
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A Parting Admonition 14:9
The question, ‘Who is wise, and he shall understand these things?’ conveys the idea, "Whoso is wise, let him understand these things." The wise and prudent can be expected to heed the prophet's message. The ways of the Lord comprise his Word, or will. The term "way" is here used as a metaphor. The just can walk in the Lord's way without fear, but the transgressors find stumbling blocks along the road, and constantly come to grief.   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Hosea 14:8

Ephraim shall say, What have I to do anymore with idols? - being brought to penitence by God's goodness, and confessing and abhorring his past madness.

I have heard him, and observed him - I Yahweh have answered and regarded him with favor: the opposite of God's former denunciation, "I will hide my face from them" (Deut 31:17). It is the experience of God's favor, in contrast to God's wrath heretofore, that leads Ephraim to abhor his past idolatry. Yahweh heard and answered; whereas the idols, as Ephraim now sees, could not hear, much less answer.

I am like a green fir - or cypress: ever green, winter and summer alike: the leaves not falling off in winter.

From me is thy fruit found - "from me," as the root. Thou needs go no further than me for the supply of all thy wants: not merely the protection implied by the shadow of the cypress, but that which the cypress has not-namely, fruit; all spiritual and temporal blessings. It may be also implied that whatever spiritual graces Ephraim seeks for or may have, are not of themselves, but of God (Psalms 1:3; John 15:4-5,8; James 1:17). God's promises to us are more our security for mortifying sin than our promises to God (Isa 27:9).
Hosea 14:9

Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? Prudent and he shall know them? For the ways of the Lord are right, and the just shall walk in them - "prudent," literally, gifted with understanding [naabown (OT: 995), the passive of yaabeen, 'that he may understand'-which verb went before].

1. As "wise" refers to spiritual insight into divine truths, 

2. So "prudent" refers to practical wisdom. 

EPILOGUE, summing up the whole previous teaching. Here alone Hosea uses the term "righteous," or "just," so rare were such characters in his day. 

1. There is enough of saving truth clear in God's word to guide those humbly seeking salvation, and enough of difficulties to confound those who curiously seek them out, rather than practically seek salvation. 

2. But the transgressors shall fall therein. 

3. Sinners stumble, and are offended at difficulties opposed to their prejudices and lusts, or above their self-wise understanding (cf. Proverbs 10:29; Micah 2:7; Matthew11: 19, "Wisdom is justified of her children;" Luke 2:34; John 7:17, "If any man will (wishes, or is willing to) do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God;" 

4. 1 Peter 2:7-8, "Unto you therefore which believe He is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, and a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient"). Translate, for "shall fall therein," shall stumble thereon. 
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Transgressors stumble at the ways of God, not in them. Contrast Psalms 119:165, "Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them." To him who sincerely seeks the agenda God will make plain the credenda. 

Christ is the foundation stone to some; a stone of stumbling and rock of offence to others. 

The same sun softens wax and hardens clay. But their fall is the most fatal who fall in the ways of God, split on the Rock of ages, and suck poison out of the Balm of Gilead.

      (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

14:7 His boughs shall spread out far, his beauty shall be like the olive trees, his fragrance like that of Lebanon. 

14:8 They who sit in his shade shall be revived: they shall bring to life new grain, they shall blossom like the vine; his scent shall be like the wine of [Lebanon- “Helbon;” cf. Ezekiel 27:18.]. 

14:9 Ephraim [shall say]: “What more have I to do with idols? When I respond and look to Him, I become like a verdant cypress.” Your fruit is provided by Me. 

14:10 He who is wise will consider these words, He who is prudent will take note of them. For the paths of the Lord are smooth, the righteous can walk on them, while sinners stumble on them. 

      Tanakh Hebrew Text                            9/4/07 Completed updated 5/13/10  Paul the Learner
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