AMOS 
CHAPTER NINE

Note: One of many reasons why God took both Israel and Judah from the land to cleans it.

1. THE KING

(A) Israel decided to have a king like other nations and so they rejected God as there king. Deuteronomy  17:14

(B) The king is not to multiply horses to himself  [don’t have chariots of war – be peaceful with what God give you, don’t seek for land or wealth] Deuteronomy 17:16
(C) Be content with just one wife and not many wife’s [this can only cause you much trouble in trying to satisfy you many wife’s and your many sons] Deuteronomy 17:17
(D) Be content with what God gave you and don’t seek for wealth [when you multiply gold and silver to yourself then others will want to take it from you] Deuteronomy 17:17
(E) The king is to make a copy of the law by writing it and reading it every day and so it will become a part of you and you will obey it fully [ not only did this cease to happen but they even lost the law and so every man did that which was right in his own eyes] Deuteronomy 17:18
Solomon was wise in many ways, but in these above things he was a fool. And so by his actions brought down both the kingdoms which we call today Israel.




Paul the Learner
Amos 9:1-6

1 I SAW the Lord standing at the altar, and He said, Smite the tops of the pillars until the thresholds tremble, and shatter them on the heads of all of the people; and the remainder of them I will slay with the sword. He who flees of them shall not get away, and he who escapes of them shall not be delivered. 

2 Though they dig into Sheol (Hades, the dark abode of the gathered dead), from there shall My hand take them; though they climb up to heaven [the abode of light], from there will I bring them down; 3 And though they hide themselves on the top of [Mount] Carmel, from there I will search out and take them; and though they [try to] hide from My sight at the bottom of the sea, there I will command the serpent and it shall bite them. 

4 And though they go into captivity before their enemies, there will I command the sword and it shall slay them, and I will set My eyes upon them for evil and not for good. 5 The Lord God of hosts, it is He Who touches the earth and it melts, and all who dwell in it mourn; it shall rise like the [river] Nile, all of it, and it shall sink again like the Nile of Egypt. 6 It is He Who builds His upper chambers in the heavens and Who founds His vault over the earth, which calls to the waters of the sea and pours them out on the face of the earth — The Lord is His name. AMP
Amos 9:1
Coming Destruction and Restoration

9:1. tops of the pillars. In order to describe how complete the coming destruction will be, Amos again employs a merism. This time his range is from the top to the bottom of the shrine at Bethel, from the capital that decorates the top of the pillars to the doorjamb (see Zephaniah 2:14). It is possible to compare these earth tremors to Isaiah's call narrative (Isaiah 6:4), but there it is just a reflection of God's magisterial presence. Ancient Near Eastern examples of similar destruction mention walls, gates, doors or doorjambs being smashed or demolished (including the Gilgamesh Epic and the inscription of Tukulti-Ninurta I). (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
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9:2. grave/heaven contrast. Amos employs a merism contrasting the cosmic distances between heaven and the depths of Sheol (see Psalms 139:8). The boasting of Mot in the Ugaritic Hymn to Baal and Anat also provides this contrast to the powers of the underworld or death to that of heaven and life. In the ancient world, heaven and the netherworld were not considered to be "spiritual" places outside of the cosmos. Rather, they represented the extreme ends of the cosmos. (IVP Commentary)
9:3. top of Carmel. As part of this series of phrases warning the Israelites that they cannot hide from God's wrath, Amos uses the image of the highest point within their nation. Mount Carmel stands eighteen hundred feet above sea level and is a commanding presence, with dense forests and many caves that some might presume to be excellent hideouts (see the comment on Amos 1:2). (IVP)
9:3. serpent in the bottom of the sea. From the mountaintop to the bottom of the ocean, there is no place to hide. Even at these depths, God can command the sea serpent to do his biding (compare Jonah 1:17). The Israelites knew well the tradition of Yahweh subduing the great sea creatures (see comment on Psalms 74:14 and Psalms 104:26). Similar contests of strength are found in the Babylonian creation epic, Enuma Elish, and the Egyptian hymn to the sun god, Ra, who must repulse the dragon Apophis repeatedly in order to complete his circuit across the skies. For more information see comments on Genesis 1:20; Exodus 7:1; and Isaiah 27:1. (IVP Bible Background commentary)
9:6. cosmic temple. Amos's attempt to express God's complete control over all creation begins with a multi-storied or many-chambered sanctuary or palace in the heavens (compare Psalms 78:69; Isaiah 66:1). These "upper chambers" bind together the vaults of heaven while at the same time rest upon the waters (see Psalms 104:3). A precedent for these lofty chambers is found in the Enuma Elish. It contains a description of the building of the Esagila temple to Marduk in Babylon in which the gods "built a stage-tower as high as Apsu (waters above the heavens)." In the biblical and ancient Near Eastern view the cosmos was a temple and the temple was a micro-cosmos. 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament, Copyright © 2000 by John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews and Mark W. Chavalas. Published by InterVarsity Press. All rights reserved.)

Remember this all started with the three sons of Noah who believed in the One God Jehovah Elohim who created all things. The information from Adam unto Noah was passed down to them before the flood and so was carried throughout the earth. Along comes Nimrud who makes himself a god and starts this false cult doctrine that also traveled throughout the earth. So you have some truth along with some lies from Satan to confuse the issue.  Paul the Learner 
[General Information - 9:1-6 Fifth report of a prophetic vision of judgment: the Lord at the altar.]

Which altar? The text carefully avoids an explicit reference to the altar at Bethel, which would have constrained the intended readers of the book. [Jewish Study Bible]
9:2: Sheol, the place of the dead. The nadir of the earth; the opposite of heaven. [Jewish Study Bible]
9:3: Carmel, a peak in northern Israel. Here it serves as both a reference to the highest point on earth that an Israelite may think of reaching and as a symbol of the highest point on earth in cosmic terms (cf. 1:2); the opposite of the bottom of the sea. Serpent, here a mythical sea-creature. [Jewish Study Bible]
LEVITHAN – See Job chapter 41
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9:5-6: Theophanic [myth] (cf. 1:2) and creation imagery is used to emphasize God’s power. Such descriptions, called doxologies (praises of God) are interspersed throughout Amos, and characterize this prophetic book.  [Jewish Study Bible]
Amos 9:1

[I saw the Lord standing upon the altar...] The 13th  prophecy in Amos (Amos 9:1-5, fulfilled). Next, Amos 9:8.

Ten Predictions — Fulfilled:

1.
I will slay the last of them with the sword (Amos 9:1).

2.
He that flees of them will not escape or be delivered.

3.
Though they dig into hell, there My hand will take them (Amos 9:2).

4.
Though they climb up into heaven, from there will I bring them down.

5.
Though they hide in the top of Carmel, I will search and take them out from there (Amos 9:3).

6.
Though they hide from Me in the bottom of the sea, there will I command the serpent, and he will bite them.

7.
Though they go into captivity before their enemies, there will I command the sword and it will slay them (Amos 9:4).

8.
I will set My eyes upon them for evil, and not for good.

9.
All that dwell in the land will mourn (Amos 9:5).

10.
It (the destruction) will swell like a flood, and subside like the flood (the Nile) of Egypt.

(From Dake Annotated Reference Bible © 2007 by Dake Publishing. All rights reserved in U.S.A. and Other Countries.)

9:1-4 SYMBOLIC

W-1  9:1-.
Symbol.  Striking the lintel.

W-2  9:-1-4.
    Signification.

9:1  lintel = capital.  Render: “smite the capital, shake the foundations, and cut them off [i.e. the pillars] by the head, all of them.”  
The Companion Bible
3. The prophet affirms (Amos 9)

In this final chapter of the book, the Prophet Amos shares four affirmations from the heart of the Lord-three of which deal with judgment and the fourth with mercy. 

1. "I will strike!" (Amos 9:1) In a vision, Amos saw the Lord standing by an altar and announcing that the worshipers would be slain because the building would be destroyed and fall upon them. This was probably not the temple in Jerusalem because Amos was sent to the Northern Kingdom of Israel; and when the Babylonians destroyed the temple in Jerusalem, it was by fire (Jeremiah 52:12-13). This may have been the king's royal chapel in Bethel, although we don't know what kind of building that was. God's warning in Amos 3:13-15 seems to parallel this vision, describing what the Assyrian army would do when it entered the land. The altar was the place of sacrifice and the atonement, but God refused to accept their sacrifices and forgive their sins (5:21-23). Their man-made religion, carried on by unauthorized priests, was an abomination to the Lord; and He would now destroy it.
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2. "I will search!" (Amos 9:2-4) Any idolatrous worshiper who tried to escape would be tracked down and slain. Though they run down into Sheol, the realm of the dead, God would search them out: and if they could reach heaven, there would be no protection there. They couldn't hide from God on the highest mountain or in the depths of the sea (see Psalms 139:7-12). Even if they were taken captive to a foreign land. He would find them and judge them. His eve would he upon them for judgment, not for blessing (33:18; 34:15; Revelation 6:12-17). 

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament © 2001-2004 by Warren W. Wiersbe. All rights reserved.)

F. The Judgment of the Lord. 9:1-10.

The fifth vision was of the Lord's executing judgment from which it was impossible to escape. There follows a vivid description of the devastation.

Amos 9:1-5

Verse 1-5. I saw. The introduction of this vision differs from those of the first four. Here the Lord himself appeared, and so Amos no longer uses symbols. By (AV, upon), the altar. The destruction began at the center of the idolatry. 

9:2 dig into hell. A reference to Sheol, the place of the dead (Isaiah 14:9), as a place inaccessible. Climb up to heaven. Heaven and hell are sometimes used as symbols of total opposition (Job 11:8). 
9:3 Carmel. A symbol of inaccessibility. The serpent. A word used for a monster of the deep (Isaiah 27:1). 
9:5. Like a flood. Cf. Amos 8:8.
(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

Amos 9:1

None can escape the coming judgment in any hiding place: for God is omnipresent and irresistible (Amos 9:1-6). 

As a kingdom, the ten tribes of Israel shall perish, as if it never was in covenant with Him; but as individuals the house of Jacob shall not utterly perish: nay, not one of the least of righteous shall fall, but only all the sinners (Amos 9:7-10). 

Restoration of the Jews finally to their own land, after the re-establishment of the fallen tabernacle of David; consequent conversion of the entire pagan (Amos 9:11-15). 

I saw the Lord standing upon the altar - namely, in the idolatrous temple at Bethel, the calves of which were spoken of in the verse just preceding-namely, Amos 8:14. Here they would flee for protection from the Assyrians, and would perish in the ruins, with the vain object of their trust (Henderson). 

Yahweh stands here to direct the destruction of it, them, and the idolatrous nation. He demands many victims on the altar but they are to be human victims. (Calvin and Fairbairn, etc), make it in the temple at Jerusalem. Judgment was to descend both on Israel and Judah. 
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Amos 9:1
As the services of both alike ought to have been offered on the Jerusalem temple-altar, it is there that Yahweh ideally stands, as if the whole people were assembled there, their abominations lying unpardoned there, and crying for vengeance, though in fact committed elsewhere (cf. Ezek 8). 

This view harmonizes with the similarity of the vision in Amos to that in Isaiah 7, at Jerusalem: also with the end of this chapter (Amos 9:11-15), which applies both to Judah and Israel: "In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David" - namely, at Jerusalem. His attitude, standing, implies fixity of purpose. 

And he said, Smite the lintel of the door - rather, the sphere-like capital of the column (Maurer). 

That the posts may shake - rather, the thresholds, as in Isaiah 6:4, margin, "The posts (thresholds) of the door moved at the voice of Him that cried." The temple is to be smitten below as well as above, to ensure utter destruction; or, being struck above, it reeled to its base. The command of God was given to the angel of the Lord. And cut them in the head - namely, with the broken fragments of the capitals and columns (cf. Ps 68:21; Hab 3:13).

And I will slay the last of them with the sword - their posterity (Henderson). The survivors (Maurer). Yahweh's directions are addressed to His angels; ministers of judgment (cf. Ezekiel 9:1, "Cause them that have charge over the city to draw near, even every man, with his destroying weapon in his hand").
He that flees of them shall not flee away - he who fancies himself safe, and out of reach of the enemy, shall be taken (Amos 2:14, "The flight shall perish from the swift"). He that escapes of them shall not be delivered - (Amos 2:14, "Neither shall the mighty deliver himself").
(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

‘And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.’  Revelation 7:4

Amos 9:2

Though they dig into hell, thence shall mine hand take them - though they hide ever so deeply in the earth (Psalms 139:8). Though they climb up to heaven, thence will I bring them down - though they ascend the greatest heights (Job 20:6-7; Jeremiah 51:53; Obadiah 4.)

Amos 9:3

Though they hide themselves in the top of Carmel - where the forests, and, on the west side, the numerous caves furnished hiding-places (Amos 1:2; Judges 6:2; 1 Samuel 13:6). 

Though they are hid from my sight in the bottom of the sea - though they hide themselves in the bottom of the Mediterranean, which flows at the foot of Mount Carmel, forming a strong antithesis to it. 

Thence will I command the serpent, and he shall bite them - the sea serpent, a term used for any great water monster (Isa 27:1, "the dragon that is in the sea"). 
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Amos 9:3
The symbol of cruel and oppressive kings (Psalms 74:13-14, "Thou didst divide the sea by thy strength; thou breaks the heads of the dragons in the waters"). (Pliny's) statement as to the venom of the water serpents found in the Red Sea, the Indian and the Pacific Oceans, is confirmed by modern research (Pliny, 'Natural History,' xxix. 4, 22).

9:1 I saw my Lord standing by the altar, and He said: Strike the capitals so that the thresholds quake, and make an end of the first of them all. And I will slay the last of them with the sword; not one of them shall escape, and not one of them shall survive.

9:2 If they burrow down to Sheol, from there My hand shall take them; and if they ascend to heaven, from there I will bring them down.

9:3 If they hide on the top of Carmel, there I will search them out and seize them; and if they conceal themselves from My sight at the bottom of the sea there I will command the serpent to bite them.    Tanakh Hebrew Text
Amos 9:4

Though they go into captivity before their enemies - going willingly before their foes like a flock of sheep, hoping to save their lives by voluntarily surrendering to the foe. 

Thence will I command the sword, and it shall slay them - Lev 26:33, "I will scatter you among the pagan, and will draw out a sword after you."  (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Note In other words, you are a cancer that must be completely destroyed so as not to infect the rest of the body that is still whole.
Paul the Learner 
9:5-15 LITERAL.

A  9:5, 6.
The Land.
Touched.

   B  9:7-10.
    Exile from it.

A 9:11-13.
The Land.
Blessed.

  B 9:14, 15.
   Restoration to it.

Amos 9:5

And the Lord God of hosts is he that touches the land, and it shall melt. Since Amos had threatened that the Israelites would be nowhere safe from the divine judgments, he here shows God's omnipotent ability to execute His threats.

And all that dwell therein shall mourn; and it shall rise up wholly like a flood, and shall be drowned as by the flood of Egypt. God is stated to be the first cause of the mourning of all that dwell in the land, and of its rising like a flood, and of its being drowned as by the flood of Egypt-the threat which is previously uttered, in almost the same words, in Amos 8:8.
Amos 9:6

It is he that builded his stories in the heaven - "stories," literally, ascents, i.e., upper chambers, to which the ascent is by steps (Maurer); evidently referring to the words, Psalms 104:3, 13. 
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Amos 9:6
(Grotius) explains it, God's royal throne, expressed in language drawn from Solomon's throne, to which the ascent was by steps (cf. 1 Kings 10:18-19). 

And hath founded his troop in the earth - namely, all animate creatures which are God's troop, or host (Genesis 2:1), doing His will (Psalms 103:20-21; Joel 2:11). 

(Maurer) translates, 'His vault' - i.e. the vaulted sky, which seems to rest on the earth, supported by the horizon. 

So (Pusey), 'His arch'-literally, bands, expressing the firm union of the arch, as our apse is from the Greek, haptoo.  (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

9:4 And if they go into captivity before their enemies, there I will command the sword to slay them. I will fix My eye on them for evil and not for good.

 9:5 It is my Lord the God of Hosts at whose touch the earth trembles and all who dwell on it mourn, and all of it swells like the Nile and subsides like the Nile of Egypt,

9:6 Who built His chambers in heaven and founded His vault on the earth, which summons the waters of the sea and pours them over the land – His name is the Lord. Tanakh Hebrew Text
Amos 9:7-15

7 You [O degenerate children of Israel] are no more to Me than these [despised] Cushites, says the Lord. I brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt, but have I not [also] brought the Philistines out of Caphtor and the Syrians from Kir? 8 Behold, the eyes of the Lord God are upon the sinful kingdom [of Israel's ten tribes] and I will destroy it from the surface of the ground, except that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, says the Lord. 9 For behold, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations and cause it to move to and fro as grain is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least kernel fall upon the earth and be lost [from My sight]. [Leviticus 26:33; Deuteronomy 28:64; Hosea 9:17.] 10 All the sinners of My people shall die by the sword, who say, The evil shall not overtake or meet [and assail] us. 11 In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David, the fallen hut or booth, and close up its breaches; and I will raise up its ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old, 

12That they may possess the remnant of Edom and of all the nations that are called by My name, says the Lord Who does this. [Acts 15:15-17.] 13 Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him who sows the seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine and all the hills shall melt [that is, everything heretofore barren and unfruitful shall overflow with spiritual blessing]. [Leviticus 26:5; Joel 3:18.] 14 And I will bring back the exiles of My people Israel, and they shall build the waste cities and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards and drink the wine from them; they shall also make gardens and eat the fruit of them. 15 And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be torn up out of their land which I gave them, says the Lord your God. AMP
Note: God know where every Jew of every tribe of Israel is located and that is why in Revelation 7 He chooses out 144,000 Jews out of the twelve tribes for protection from the beast.  Paul the Learner
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Amos 9:7
9:7 Cushites. See the comment on Numbers 12:1 for a description of these people from ancient Nubia in the Sudan south of Egypt. (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)
9:7. Philistines from Caphtor. For a Philistine connection with Caphtor (Crete), see the comment on Jeremiah 47:4. Ezekiel 25:16 connects them with another of the Sea People groups, the Kerethites. See the comment on Deuteronomy 2:23 for their connection with the Avvites. The prophet uses the universalism theme to show God's concerns for all nations. The Philistines and Arameans, like the Israelites, had been brought to Palestine, but Israel's covenant relationship with Yahweh now required them to be singled out for punishment. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
9:7. Arameans from Kir. Amos refers to Kir as the homeland of the Aramaean tribes here, but 2 Kings 16:9 speaks of Kir as the place where the conquering Assyrians exiled the Arameans after King Rezin was executed. Isaiah 22:6 seems to support this latter reference since it speaks of Kir in relation to Elam, south and east of the Tigris River. Assyrian records from the reign of Tiglath-Pileser I (1115-1107 BC) speak of the migration of these tribes into Assyria during the twelfth century. What Amos may be doing here and in 1:5 is to point out that just as the Arameans had been sent back to their place of origin, God just as easily could dispatch the Israelites from the land of Canaan. (IVP)
9:9. grain in a sieve. The work of processing harvested grain included crushing the stalks on the threshing floor with a sled, winnowing (see Jeremiah 4:11) and finally using a sieve to separate the kernels of grain from small stones and other debris. The sieve mentioned here (kebarah) has large holes and works best when shaken sideways and in a circular motion. This ordinarily forces the debris to the sides and allows the kernels to fall to the ground where they can be collected (see Ecclesiasticus 27:4). The initial NIV translation of ƒeror was later corrected from "kernel" to "pebble" to reflect the true action of the sieve. (IVP Bible Background Commentary)
9:12. remnant of Edom. Amos employs the phrase "the remnant of" two other times (1:8 for the Philistines and 5:15 for Joseph). In this case he may be referring to a portion of the territory of Edom rather than to all of it. King Uzziah had captured the Edomite port at Elath (2 Kings 14:22), and it has subsequently been lost again in the reign of Ahaz (2 Kings 16:6) to the Syrians and Edomites. In this eventual restoration of the Davidic kingdom, Amos may have this valuable port city in mind. 

      (From IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament)

Amos 9:8

[Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are upon the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy it from off the face of the earth] The 14th and last prophecy in Amos (Amos 9:8-15; Amos 9:8 is fulfilled; Amos 9:9-15 unfulfilled).

Two Predictions — Fulfilled:

1.
I will destroy the sinful kingdom of Israel from off the face of the earth (Amos 9:8).

2.
I will leave a remnant and not utterly destroy the house of Jacob.

Twenty-one Predictions — Unfulfilled:

1.
I will command and sift the house of Israel among all nations, like corn (wheat) being sifted in a sieve (Amos 9:9).

2.
No worthy one will fall to the earth.
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3.
All the sinners of My people who feel secure and say that judgment will not come upon them will die by the sword (Amos 9:10).

4.
In that day when Israel will be sifted, I will raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen (Amos 9:11).

5.
I will close up the breaches made in it.

6.
I will raise up the ruins.

7.
I will build it as in the days of old.

8.
They will possess the remnant of Edom, and all the heathen (Amos 9:12).

9.
The days come that the plowman will overtake the reaper (Amos 9:13).

10.
The treader of grapes will overtake the sower of seed.

11.
The mountains will drop sweet wine.

12.
All the hills will melt.

These verses have now been fulfilled as of 1948 A.D.
13.
I will bring again the captivity of My people Israel (Amos 9:14).

14.
They will build the waste cities.

15.
They will inhabit them.

16.
They will plant vineyards.

17.
They will drink the wine of it.

18.
They will make gardens.

19.
They will eat the fruit of them.

20.
They will plant them upon their land.

21.
They will no more be pulled out of their land which I have given them (Amos 9:15)

(From Dake Annotated Reference Bible)

Note: Even though the state of Israel now exists there is still:

A. Unrest on every side, the enemies of Israel are still poised to destroy her from the face of the earth.

B. They as a people except the Word of God but have not changed there full cooperation with what it states. Yes they keep the Sabbath, and etc.

C. They have no desire to build a temple and offer any sacrifices to ‘the Holy One blessed be He’ as they call God.

D. Life goes on as usual, they pollute the land with their industry, and to the extent the rivers are not fit for drinking from or from eating any fish. In other words they are polluted.

E. There hope is not in the power of God but in there own abilities of war fare.

F. They have rejected any claims of Jesus of Nazareth of being there Messiah [Christ]. 

G. All they can look forward to is the Judgment that will come on all who reject the only sacrifice [God’s Lamb] that was offered over 2,000 years ago.   Paul the Learner
But I must say that there is a deeply religious element in the nation and God has protected the nation from being destroyed by the other nations that surround her. Israel has only a small sliver of land but the hatred of these nations keep coming up with there desire to wipe Israel from off the face of the Earth. I believe that if the combined nations of the whole earth would attack this small nation, that we would lose, because the Lord God of Hosts protect her because of His word.                   Paul the Learner
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9:7-10 the final account of judgment provides also a glimmer of hope.

9:7 Israel is not granted special privileges by the Lord, even if God took them out of Egypt. 

9:8-9: The severe condemnation and punishment of Israel in the past (from the viewpoint of the readership) shifts now to a promise of restoration and ideal conditions for Israel in the future.      

       Jewish Study Bible
"I will destroy!" (Amos 9:5-10) Nine times in the book, Amos calls God "the Lord of hosts." that is, "the Lord of the armies of heaven and earth." (A.W. Tozer) correctly says, "The essence of idolatry is the entertainment of thoughts about God that are unworthy of Him." The people of Israel created their gods in their own image and held such a low view of Jehovah that they thought He would approve of their sinful ways. Amos reminded them of the greatness of the God they thought they were worshiping. He is the God of creation, who can melt the earth with a touch and make the land rise and fall like the swelling of the Nile River. He controls the heavens, the earth, and the seas, and no one can stay His hand.

Jehovah is the God of history, who showed His great power by delivering the Jews from the bondage of Egypt (v. 7). He claimed them for His own people. Yet they turned against Him and went their own way. Therefore, He will have to treat the Jews (His special people) as He treats the Gentiles! The exodus from Egypt will be looked upon like any migration of a people from one place to another, for the people of Israel gave up their national distective’s when they abandoned the worship of the true God.

But He is always the God of mercy (vv. 8-10), who will keep His covenant with Abraham and his descendants and not destroy the nation. The nations would be sifted, and the sinners punished, but not one of His true worshipers would be lost. It's always the believing remnant that God watches over so that they might fulfill His will on the earth. The self-confident sinners, who don't expect to be punished, are the ones who will be slain by the sword (v. 10).  (Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)
Amos 9:6-10

His stories in the heaven. Or, his chambers in the heavens (ASV). A picture of the vastness of the universe. His troop. Or vault. The Hebrew means bind together. The first part of the verse is a description of the vast arch of the sky, which seems to be firmly established on the earth. 
9:7. Ethiopians. Rather, Cushites. Caphtor. Generally thought to refer to Crete.
       (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Amos 9:7

Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians unto me, O children of Israel? Saith the Lord - however great ye seem to yourselves. Do not rely on past privileges, and on my having delivered you from Egypt, as if therefore I never would remove you from Canaan. I make no more account of you than of "the Ethiopian" (cf. Jeremiah 13:23). Have not I brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt? And the Philistines from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir? "Have not I (who) brought you out of Egypt," done as much for other peoples? For instance, did I not bring "the Philistines (notes, Isaiah 14:29, etc.) from Caphtor" where they had been bond-servants, and the Syrians from Kir? (Cf. Deuteronomy 2:23; note, Jeremiah 47:4.) 
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Amos 9:7
(Pusey) thinks there were different migrations of the same tribe into Palestine, which afterward merged in one common name. 

1. The first must have been that of the "Casluhim, out of who came Philistim" (Genesis 10:14): 

2. A second from the Captorim, a kindred people, both being descended from Mizraim (Caphtor answers to Cappadocia); 

3. A third was the Cherethim (the Cretans; Crete being an intermediate resting-place in their migrations). 

It is appropriate that as the Syrians migrated into Syria from Kir (cf. note, Isaiah 22:6, "Kir uncovered the shield"), so they should be carried back captive into the same land (note, Amos 1:5; 2 Kings 16:9), just as elsewhere Israel is threatened with a return to Egypt, whence they had been delivered. 

The "Ethiopians" - Hebrew, Cushites-were originally akin to the race that founder Babylon: the cuneiform inscriptions found in the mounds of Chaldea Proper being in the Babylonian tongue, the vocabulary of which is proved to be Cushite or Ethiopian, thereby confirm independently the Scripture statement which had been thought by rationalists a mistake of Moses, or the writer of Genesis (Genesis 10:6,8,10, "The sons of Ham, Cush (Ethiopia), and Mizraim (Egypt) ... and Cush begat Nimrod ... And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel ... out of that land he went out into Assyria," (margin).

Amos 9:8

Behold, the eyes of the Lord God are upon the sinful kingdom - i.e., I am watching all its sinful course, in order to punish it (cf. Amos 9:4, "I will set mine eyes upon them for evil, and not for good;" Psalms 34:15-16). 

And I will destroy it from off the face of the earth; saving that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob - though, as a "kingdom," the nation is now utterly to perish, a remnant is to be spared for "Jacob" their forefather's sake (cf. Jeremiah 30:11,  "Though I make a full end of all nations where I have scattered thee; yet will I not make a full end of thee"); to fulfill the covenant whereby "the seed of Israel" is hereafter to be "a nation before God forever" (Jeremiah 31:36).

        (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Amos 9:9

Sift - I will cause the Israelites to be tossed about through all nations as grain is shaken about in a sieve, in such a way, however, that while the chaff and dust (the wicked) fall through (perish), all the solid grains (the godly elect) remain (are preserved) (Romans 11:26; cf. note, Jeremiah 3:14). So spiritual Israel's final safety is ensured (Luke 22:31-32; John 10:28; 6:39).

9:7 To Me, O Israelites, you are just like the Ethiopians – declares the Lord. True, I brought Israel up from the land of Egypt, but also the Philistines from Caphtor and the Arameans from Kir.

9:8 Behold, the Lord God has His eye upon the sinful kingdom: I will wipe if off the face of the earth! But I will not wholly wipe out the House of Jacob – declares the Lord. 
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9:9 For I will give the order and shake the House of Israel – through all the nations – as one shakes [sand] in a [sieve, - a coarse sieve used for cleaning grain of straw and stones, or sand of pebbles and shells.] and not a pebble falls to the ground.  Tanakh Hebrew Text
Amos 9:10

All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword - "the sinners" - answering to the chaff, in the image in Amos 9:9, which falls on the earth, in opposition "to the grain" that does not fall. Which say, the evil shall not overtake nor prevent us - 'come on us from behind' [ba`ªdiynuw] (Maurer).

     (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

9:11 of David. Erected on Zion by David (2 Samuel 6:17; compare Amos 7:6) before the Temple was built on Moriah by Solomon. In Amos 7:7-9, it was seen to be “out of plumb,” therefore on the point of falling. Here it is fallen down: hence the prophecy here given. 

In Acts 15 the time had come, had the People obeyed Peter’s call in Acts 3:18-21 ‘But those things, which God before had showed by the mouth of all His prophets, that Christ [Messiah] should suffer, He [Jesus] hath so fulfilled. 19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; 20 And He shall send Jesus Christ, Which before was preached unto you: 21 Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.’ But it was finally rejected (Acts 28:25-28), and this prophecy, therefore, yet awaits its fulfillment.  
The Companion Bible
9:11-15 Hope: restoration and an ideal future are promised.

9:11 Rabbinic sources understood the reference to 

(a) Setting up the fallen booth of David as pointing to the messianic era [when the Messiah will rule] (e.g. Talmud b. Sanh. 96b-97a). 

(b) Some Jewish medieval commentators understood the booth as a reference to the Temple, but the majority to the Davidic kingdom. 

(c) Most modern scholars associate the image of the fallen booth of David with the fall of monarchic Judah and the exile. 

(d) (Ibn Ezra) associates the verse with Hezekiah’s successful stand against Sennacherib (see 2 Kings 18:13-19:37; Isaiah 36:1-37:38; 2 Chronicles 32:1-23).

(The majority of contemporary historians agree that Hezekiah was not successful against Sennacherib, either militarily or politically [see 2 Kings chapters 18-20]. But the image of Hezekiah’s success had already in biblical times become central to the way Israel understood its past.) As for the particular reference to Edom, see Obadiah and the notes there. [Jewish Study Bible]
9:13: (Cf. Leviticus 26:5). The produce will be so abundant that the harvesting will continue through the time for planting new seeds. [Jewish Study Bible]
9:15: The book concludes with a highly optimistic unconditional promise: Nevermore will the disaster foretold, which actually transpired to the post monarchic community, be repeated.               

  [Jewish Study Bible]
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"I will restore!" (Amos 9:11-15) In contrast to God's destroying the Israelite house of false worship, God will raise up the "hut" of David, thereby assuring a bright future for the people of Israel and Judah. Like a rickety shack, David's dynasty was about to collapse. From the Babylonian Captivity to this present hour, there has been no Davidic king ruling over the Jews; and though a Jewish nation has been restored, they have no king, priest, temple, or sacrifice.

But one day, the Lord will restore, repair, and rebuild the dynasty of David and establish the kingdom He promised. When Jesus Christ comes again, the breach between Israel and Judah will be healed, and there will be one nation submitted to one king. God will bless the land and the people, and His people shall live in peace and security. It will be a time of peace and prosperity to the glory of the Lord.

Amos ends his prophesy with the wonderful promise that Israel shall he planted, protected, and never again pulled up from her land "says the Lord your God." Your God! What a great encouragement for the Jews to know that, in spite of their unbelief, their God will be faithful to keep His covenant promises.   (From The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament)
IV. The Promise of Israel's Restoration. 9:11-15.

This last section of the prophecy gives a description of the restored Davidic kingdom. It brings into focus the goal of Jehovah's control of history. The idea that God's will must be done in history was an integral part of the thought of Amos.

Amos 9:11-12

In that day. The Day of the Lord. The hut (AV, tabernacle) of David. In the punishment of Israel the house of David was reduced to a hut. This is a picture of the coming restoration of Israel, when the throne of David will be re-established (cf. Acts 15:15-17). 
9:12. All the heathen. Amos' vision of the Messianic kingdom under the throne of David represents it as universal and including the Gentiles.   (From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)
Amos 9:11

In that day - quoted by James (Acts 15:16-17), "After this" - i.e., in the dispensation of Messiah-the Shiloh, who was to "come" when "the scepter" had "departed from Judah," and "unto whom the gathering of the people was to be" (Genesis 49:10; Hosea 3:4-5; Joel 2:28; 3:1). 

(A) Will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen - not "the house of David," which is used of his affairs when prospering (2 Samuel 3:1), but the tent or booth, expressing the low condition to which his kingdom and family had fallen in Amos' time, and subsequently at the Babylonian captivity, before the restoration; 

(B) And, secondarily, in the last days preceding Israel's restoration under Messiah, the antitype to David (Psalms 102:13-14; note, Isaiah 12:1; Jeremiah 30:9; Ezekiel 34:24; 37:24). The type is taken from architecture (Ephesians 2:20). 
The restoration under Zerubbabel can only be a partial, temporary fulfillment; because it did not include Israel, which nation is the main subject of Amos' prophecies, but only Judah; also Zerubbabel's kingdom was not independent and settled; also, all the prophets end their prophecies with Messiah, whose advent is the cure of all previous disorders. 
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AMOS 9:11
"Tabernacle" is appropriate to Him, as His human nature is the tabernacle, which He assumed in becoming Immanuel, "God with us" (John 1:14). 

"Dwelt" - literally, tabernacled "among us" (cf. Revelation 21:3)

Some understand "the tabernacle of David" as that which David pitched for the ark in Zion, after bringing it from Obed-edom's house. It remained there all his reign, for 30 years, until the temple of Solomon was built; whereas the "tabernacle of the congregation" remained at Gibeon (2 Chronicles 1:3), where the priests ministered in sacrifices at "the high place" (1 Chronicles 16:39). 

Song and praise was the service of David's attendants before the ark-a type of the Gospel separation between the sacrificial service (Messiah's priesthood, now in heaven) and the access of believers on earth to the presence of God, apart from the former (cf. 2 Samuel 6:12-17; 1 Chronicles 16:37-39; 2 Chronicles 1:3) 

And close up the breaches thereof - literally, of them, i.e., of the whole nation, Israel as well as Judah. It is striking that Amos prophesying in Israel closes with a promise, not to the ten tribes primarily, but to the royal house of David and to Israel, only through its restoration. 

'Strange comment on human greatness, that the royal line was not to be employed in the salvation of the world, until it was "fallen."  The royal palace had to become the hut of Nazareth ere the Redeemer of the world could be born, whose glory and kingdom were not of this world ... who came to take from us nothing but our nature, that He might sanctify it-our misery, that He might bear it for us' (Pusey).

And I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old - as it was formerly in the days of David and Solomon, when the kingdom was in its full extent, and undivided.

Amos 9:12

That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my name - "Edom," the bitter foe, though the brother, of Israel; therefore doomed to be punished (Amos 1:11-12). Israel shall be lord of the "remnant" of Edom left after the punishment of the latter. 

James quotes it (Acts 15:17), "That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things." For "the entire pagan" nations stand on the same footing as Edom: Edom is the representative of them all. The residue or remnant, in both cases, expresses those left after great antecedent calamities (Romans 9:27; Zechariah 14:16). 

Here the conversion of "all nations" (of which the earnest was given in James' time) is represented as only to be realized on the re-establishment of the theocracy under Messiah, the Heir of the throne of David (Amos 9:11. "In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen"). 

The possession of the pagan nations by Israel is to be spiritual, the latter being the ministers to the former for their conversion to Messiah, King of the Jews; just as the first conversions of individuals of the pagan were through the ministry of the apostles, who were Jews. Compare Isaiah 54:3, "Thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles" (cf. Isaiah 49:8; Romans 4:13). 
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Amos 9:12
A remnant of Edom became Jews under John Hyrcanus, and the rest amalgamated with the Arabians, who became Christians subsequently. Which are called by my name - i.e., who belong to me, whom I claim as mine (Psalms 2:8, "Ask of me (saith the Father to the Son), and I shall give Thee the pagan for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession"): in the purposes of electing grace, God terms them already called by His name. 

Compare the title, "the children," applied by anticipation, Hebrews 2:14. Hence, as this is an act of sovereign grace, fulfilling His promise, it is here virtually said by Amos concerning God, 'Proclaim His title as sovereign,' "the Lord that doeth this" ("all these things," Acts 15:17 - namely, all these and such like acts of sovereign love).   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

9:10 All the sinners of My people shall perish by the sword, who boast, “Never shall the evil overtake us or come near us.”

 9:11 In that day, I will set up again the fallen booth of David: I will mend its breaches and set up its ruins anew. I will build it firm as in the days of old, 

9:12 [So that they shall possess the rest of Edom and all the nations once attached to My name – I.e. the house of David shall reestablish its authority over the nations that were ruled by David.] – declares the Lord who will bring this to pass.  Tanakh Hebrew Text
Amos 9:13-15
The plowman shall overtake the reaper. A forecast of the millennial fertility of the land. 
9:14 I will bring again the captivity of my people. A promise that Israel would be restored to her land, which would be rebuilt and made to prosper. 

9:15 I will plant them upon their land (cf. Jeremiah 24:6; 32:41; 42:10). Israel's return would be a direct act of God. They shall no more be pulled up out of their land. An unconditional promise of permanent possession, which has been fulfilled [1948 A.D.] (2 Samuel 7:10; Isaiah 60:21; Joel 3:20). The Lord thy God. The final words of the prophecy were the ground of the assurance to Israel that these things would come to pass. (The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)
Amos 9:13

Behold, the days come - at the future restoration of the Jews to their own land. That the plowman shall overtake the reaper and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed - fulfilling Lev 26:5, "Your threshing shall reach unto the vintage, and the vintage shall reach unto the sowing time; and ye shall eat your bread to the full, and dwell in your land safely"). Such shall be the abundance, that the harvest and vintage can hardly be gathered before the time for preparing for the next crop shall come. Instead of the greater part of the year being spent in war, the whole shall be spent a sowing and reaping the fruits of the earth. Compare Isaiah 65:21-23 ("They shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat ...  They shall not labor in vain, nor bring forth for trouble: for they are the seed of the blessed of the Lord, and their offspring with them") as to the same period.
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Amos 9:13

Sowed seed - literally, draweth it forth, namely, from the sack, in order to sow it. 

And the mountains shall drop sweet wine - margin, 'new wine;' an appropriate image, as the vines in Palestine were trained on terraces at the sides of the hills. Derived from Joel 3:18 ("The Mountains shall drop down new wine"), whereby Amos gives inspired sanction to Joel's prophecies.

         (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Amos 9:14

They shall build the waste cities - (Isaiah 61:4, "They shall build the old wastes, and they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many generations;" Ezekiel 36:33-36, "They shall say, This land that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are become fenced, and are inhabited. Then the pagan that is left round about you shall know that I the Lord build the ruined places, and plant that that was desolate: I the Lord have spoken it, and I will do it").

Amos 9:15
And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up - (Jeremiah 32:41, "I will plant them in this land assuredly with my whole heart, and with my whole soul"). Which I have given them, saith the Lord thy God - "thy God," Israel's God: this is the ground of their restoration, God's original choice of them as His.
9:13 A time is coming – declares the Lord – When the plowman shall meet the [reaper Cf. Leviticus 26:5], and the treader of grapes him who holds the [bag of] seed; when the mountains shall drip wine and all the hills shall wave [with grain]. 

9:14 I will restore My people Israel, they shall rebuild ruined cities and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and drink their wine; they shall till gardens and eat their fruits. 

9:15 And I will plant them upon their soil, nevermore to be uprooted from the soil I have given them – said the Lord your God. Tanakh Hebrew Text
Remarks:

(1) Every altar which man erects to idolatry, literal or spiritual, shall be smitten by the Lord; and all idols and all their worshippers shall perish together (Amos 9:1).
(2) Flight from the Omnipotent and Omnipresent Yahweh is vain. Height or depth alike is within His reach. "The sea" (Amos 9:3), as in Jonah's case, so far from being a way of escape, brings the sinner into more immediate contact with God's avenging power. "And in the great Day of Judgment the sea will give up the dead which are in it, and death and hell shall deliver up the dead which are in them" (Revelation 20:13). Not even captivity exhausted the woes that pursued the apostate Israelites wheresoever they went. As it is the greatest joy and comfort of believers to know that God sets His eyes upon them for good, so it shall be the greatest of miseries to the lost to feel the eye of the avenging God ever set upon them for evil.
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Remarks Continued
(3) At the mere "touch" of God, the land that is under His displeasure melteth, and its inhabitants mourn, and destruction, as an overwhelming "flood" (Amos 9:5). Sweeps every trace of its prosperity away. How as a nation we should fear and obey this Almighty and holy "Lord God of hosts," that so we may enjoy the bliss of His favor, rather than incur the terrible consequences of His frown!

(4) The vast spaces occupied by the starry hosts, so incalculably distant, and the interval again between the material heavens and the heaven of angels, and the interval again between the heaven of angels and the heaven of heavens (1 Kings 8:27), are as it were so many "steps" (Amos 9:6) to the presence of the Great King, who is "above all heavens" (Ephesians 4:10). Yet still He stooped down to regard the things upon earth; yea, by successive spiritual steps, He is conducting the stunt so as ultimately to be admitted into His immediate presence.   (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Note: I want to add a thought here.
What we see in this book is that Israel [the 10 tribes] had cross the line of no return, they were not just going to go into captivity and then return in 10 or even 70 years as before, but they were going to be separated from the land for a period of over 2,000 years. I want to speak about the thought of the line of no return.

We are placed on this earth to make a choice as to where we will live forever. No matter if you are a king of a nation or the poorest person of that nation, there is still a choice to be made. We live in a day when someone who is dying and suffering will receive medication that will knock him or her out until death takes him or her. But there was a time when no medication was available and what I will share with you is testimonies from those who made the right choice and those who did not.
THE RIGHT CHOICE





THE WRONG CHOICE

1. Mrs. Catherine Booth AD 1890



1. Charles 9th King of France

“The waters are rising, but so am I. I am not


During his last hours he cried to his nurse,

going under, but over! Do not be concerned


“Oh, my nurse, my nurse! What blood, what

about dying - go on living well and the dying

murders, what evil counsels have I followed

will be right.” 






What shall I do? I am lost: I see it well”

2. Ann Knight AD 1806




2. A sinner confesses

This has been a blessed night to me. I have


I have prayed for two days and nights and 

Seen Heaven, and they are all happy, so happy

can get no answer, he answered. I can shed

There. The Almighty has been so near to me.

Tears over a corpse, but over this Jesus I

I feel that he was asking me to let go of all the

cannot shed a tear. It is too late, too late

World – which I can freely do – to possess


Twenty-five years ago, at a camp meeting

That peace and happiness I have seen.


Held near my home – that was the time that









I ought to have given my heart to Jesus.
NOW IS THE DAY OF SALVEATION, NOW IS THE HOUR TO ACCEPT THE SACRIFICE OF THE SON OF GOD.  Paul the Learner

THIS ENDS THE FIRST SECTION.
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