PROVERBS
LESSON 15
THE WORDS OF AGUR

30:1-31:31 THE WORDS OF AGUR AND LEMUEL, FOR SOLOMON: FOR A PRINCE AND RULER.

A-1  30:1-33.

The words of Agur.

A-2  31:1-31.

The words of king Lemuel.



Title, verse 1-

A-1  B  30:-1-3.
Confession.

Himself.

           C  30:4.               Address.

              D  30:5.                Declaration  



God. 
        B  30:7-9.
Prayer.


Himself.

           C  30:10.
   Address.

              D  30:11-31.         Declaration.



Man.

          C  30:32, 33.
   Address.

30:1 Agur = I shall fear. Probably a master of assemblies, as in Ecclesiastes 12:11. Nothing is known of him, but we accept all that was in the Scriptures which the Lord Jesus referred to. We know as little of some of the Minor Prophets.        The Companion Bible by Baxter
Proverbs 30:1-6

30:1 The Wisdom of Agur 

The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, his utterance. This man declared to Ithiel — to Ithiel and Ucal: 

2 Surely I am more stupid than any man, and do not have the understanding of a man. 3 I neither learned wisdom nor have knowledge of the Holy One. 4 Who has ascended into heaven, or descended? Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who has bound the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is His name and what is His Son's name, if you know? 5 Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him. 6 Do not add to His words, Lest He rebukes you, and you are found a liar. NKJV
30:1-31:31: Collection 6. Appendices. 
a. The book ends with a number of miscellaneous poems and epigrams. 
b. In style and sometimes in content they are quite different from the earlier chapters and from each other. [Jewish Study Bible]
30:1-6 Agur

(1) This mysterious poem is ascribed to an otherwise unknown, apparently foreign, sage.
(2) Its message is the overriding importance of piety, which it does not require wisdom to possess.
(3) The poem seems like a cautionary response to the rest of the book of Proverbs, which makes wisdom a value of the highest order. 
(4) Such is the poem’s difficulty that other commentators read it as an expression of skepticism or as a claim to a superhuman or mystical knowledge superior to human wisdom. [J.S.B.]
30:1 
a. The text and meaning of the word Jakeh are very uncertain. 
b. It is usually thought that Agur was a Massaite, a member of the North Arabian tribe of Massa. 
c. (1 Kings 5:10) shows that the Israelites had respect for the wisdom of “the sons of the East,” of, which this passage might preserve an example. 
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30:1
d. The ascription to a foreign sage may be a fiction, however, intended to show that even a foreigner can see the plain truth 
e. That pious obedience to God’s word supersedes all human wisdom. 
f. Agur calls his speech a “ne’um,” which actually means “oracle,” a communication from God.
g. Compare the way the foreign prophet Balaam introduces his oracle (“ne’um”) in (Numbers 24:3-4).
h. Perhaps Ithiel and Ucal are Agur’s sons. 
i. These words can, however, also be read as a sentence: “I am weary, God, and perishing.”

                   [Jewish Study Bible] 
‘The words of Agur son of Jaketh, [man of] Massa; The speech of the man to Ithiel, to Ithiel and Ucal:’

  [Jewish Study Bible]
The title of this first appendix, according to the text lying before us, is:

1          "The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, the utterance."

a. The old synagogue tradition which, on the ground of the general title Proverbs 1:1, regarded the whole Book of Proverbs as the work of Solomon, 
b. Interpreted the words, "Agur the son of Jakeh," as an allegorical designation of Solomon, who appropriated the words of the Torah to the king, Deuteronomy 17:17, 
c. And again rejected them, for he said: 
d. God is with me, and I shall not do it (viz., take many wives, without thereby suffering injury), reference (Schemôth rabba, c. 6). 

(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)

Remember: our commentaries are from the 1800 and The Jewish Study Bible is modern interpretation.

Proverbs 30:1

1. Agur - a figurative name, perhaps; the collector, from Hebrew, 'aagar (OT: 103), to collect.
2. Son of Jakeh - akin to Hebrew, yikqah, 'obedience.' 
3. That Agur was inspired, appears from the expression, The prophecy - Hebrew, masaa' (OT: 4853); the oracle (cf. Smith's 'Dictionary of the Bible' for (Hitzig's) 
4. Strange theory and translation, 'son of the queen of Massa' (Genesis 25:14; 1 Chronicles 1:30; 4:41-43). 
5. The man spake (Hebrew, neum, spake by inspiration) "unto Ithiel and Ucal-Agur's disciples.

6. The names, according to (Ewald), are symbolical, meaning 'God with me, and I am strong' (from yacol, he was strong).  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
30:2-3: 

(1) Agur declares that he has not learned wisdom, meaning the lore and learning of the ancients.

(2) Common sense, better, “human knowledge.”

(3) Agur disavows even ordinary human wisdom.

(4) In verse 3b NJPS [Tanakh] continues the negative from 3a, but it is not in the text.
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30:2-3
(5) We should translate, “But I do possess knowledge of the Holy One.”

(6) Similarly, the seer Balaam claimed to have “knowledge of the Most High” (Numbers 24:15-19).

(7) Knowledge of God (see 2:5; 9-10) is awareness of His will and ways. [Jewish Study Bible]
‘I am brutish, less than a man; 

I lack common sense.’ 

‘I have not learned wisdom, 

Nor do I possess knowledge of the Holy One.’ Proverbs 30:2-3 Tanakh Hebrew Text
The KY (For) now following confirms the fruitlessness of the long zealous search:

2 
For I am without reason for a man, 

And a man's understanding I have not.

3 
And I have not learned wisdom,

That I may possess the knowledge of the All-Holy.

(1) He, who cannot come to any fixed state of consecration, inasmuch as he is always driven more and more back from the goal he aims at, thereby brings guilt upon himself as a sinner so great, 
(2) That every other man stands above him, and he is deep under him all. 
(3) So here Agur finds the reason why in divine things he has failed to attain unto satisfying intelligence, not in the ignorance and inability common to all men

(4) He appears to himself as not a man at all, but as an irrational beast, 
(5) And he misses in himself the understanding, which a man properly might have and ought to have.  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
(1) Verse 3 now says that he went into no school of wisdom, and for that reason in his wrestling after knowledge could attain to nothing, because the necessary conditions to this were wanting to him. 
(2) But then the question arises: 
(3) Why this complaint? 
(4) He must first go to school in order to obtain, according to the word "To him who hath is given," that for, which he strove. 
(5) Thus laamadªtiy (OT: 3925 to learn) refers to learning in the midst of wrestling; but lmd, spiritually understood, 
(6) Signifies the acquiring of a kennens knowledge or könnens knowledge = ability: 
(7) He has not brought it out from the deep point of his condition of knowledge to make wisdom his own, so that he cannot adjudge to himself knowledge of the all-holy God 
(8) (For this knowledge is the kernel and the star of true wisdom). (Keil and Delitzsch)
Proverbs 30:2

(a) Surely I (am) more brutish than any man, and have not the understanding of a man. 
(b) Agur refers to the corruption and blindness of man's nature, in divine things, as contrasted with the knowledge of God, which man possessed before the fall, 
(c) As also with the purity of the Word of God (Proverbs 30:4-6). 
PROVERBS LESSON THIRTY

30:2
(d) As one who, though otherwise keen-sighted, is yet dazzled and dim-sighted if he tries to look at the sun; so he who is keen enough in comprehending human things, 
(e) Is yet stupid and brutish (Job 11:12; Psalms 49:20; Jeremiah 10:14) in respect to contemplating the mighty Creator, His Son, and His works. 
(f) Compare a similar avowal of natural incapacity on the part of Amos, when he is proceeding to utter the inspired Word of the Lord, Amos 7:14-15. (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown)
I have not learned wisdom,

Nor do I possess knowledge of the Holy One.  Proverbs 30:3 Tanakh Hebrew Text
Proverbs 30:3

1. I nether learned wisdom, or have (know) the knowledge of the holy - naturally. 
2. As in Proverbs 30:2 he disclaimed original knowledge, so in this verse he disclaims humanly acquired knowledge of the deep mysteries of God. 
3. A man must first "become a fool that he may be wise" (1 Corinthians 3:18). 
4. So long as he thinks he knows, he is unfit to be a vessel of the knowledge received from above (1 Corinthians 8:2; Isaiah 6:5).
5. "The holy" (note, Proverbs 9:10), either all that concerns the holy God, or the holy God; qªdoshiym (OT: 6918). Plural, as 'Elohiym (OT: 430). (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown)
Question: What are the deep mysteries of God?

‘Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?’ Job 38:2

1. How God laid the foundations of the earth. Job 38:4

2. How God laid the measures of the earth and stretched out the line upon it. Job 38:5
3. Where the foundations of the earth are fastened. Job 38:6
4. And who was it that laid the corner stone? Job 38:6

5. How did God shut up the sea with doors? Job 38:8

There are many more questions in these chapters of Job, but you can see some of the deep mysteries of God. For more information on how God created all things with ‘time’ and ‘space’ and ‘matter.’ See our study on these subjects in Genesis at www.lakesideministries.com Paul the Learner
30:4: These provocative questions may be answered in different ways:
1. God and He alone, have done these things. As in Job chapters 38-41, human wisdom consists in recognizing God’s infinite and incomparable powers.
2. No one – no human, that is – has done them.
Either way, the point is that God is infinitely powerful and wise and man lowly and limited. Human intellect, therefore, must bow before God’s word.   [Jewish Study Bible]
Who has ascended heaven and come down?

Who has gathered up the wind in the hollow of his hand?

Who has wrapped the waters in his garment?
Who has established all the extremities of the earth?

What is his name or his son’s name, if you know it?  Proverbs 30:4 Tanakh Hebrew Text
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NOTE: The fifth question above I can answer; the name of the Son of God is Yeshua [Jesus] of Nazareth.  Jesus said that we should call God our father.  Paul the Learner
4 
Who hath ascended to the heavens and descended? 

Who hath grasped the wind in his fists?

Who hath bound up the waters in a garment?

Who hath set right all the ends of the earth?

What is his name, and what his son's name, if thou knowest?

First Question:

1. Moses

2. Elijah (Matthew 17)

3. Jesus

4. Paul the Apostle (2 Corinthians 12)
5. John the Apostle (Revelation) Paul the Learner

a. The dual points to the dualism of the streams of air produced by the disturbance of the equilibrium; 
b. He who rules this movement has, as it were, the north or east wind in one first, and the south or west wind in the other, to let it forth according to his pleasure from this prison (Isaiah 24:22).
c. The third question is explained by Job 26:8; the simªlaah (OT: 8071) (from sml, comprehendere) is a figure of the clouds, 
d. Which contain the upper waters, as Job 38:37, the bottles of heaven. 
e. "All the ends of the earth" are as at five other places, e.g., Psalms 22:28, the most distant, most remote parts of the earth; 
f. The setting up of all these most remote boundaries of the earth is equivalent to the making fast and forming the limits to, which the earth extends (Psalms 74:17), 
g. The determining of the compass of the earth and the form of its figures. (Keil & Delitzsch
The first question is historical: 
(1) Who has gone to heaven and (as a consequence, then) come down from it again? 
(2) By this interpretation, and this representation of the going up before the descending again, the interrogator does not appear to think of God, 
(3) But in contrast to him, to whom the divine is transcendent, of some other man of whom the contrary is true. 
(4) Is there at all, he asks, a man who can comprehend and penetrate by his power and his knowledge the heavens and the earth, the air and the water, 
(5) The nature and the inner condition of the visible and invisible world, the quantity and extent of the elements, and the like? 
(6) Name to me this man, if thou knowest one, by his name, and designate him to me exactly by his family
(7) I would turn to him to learn from him what I have hitherto striven in vain to find. (K & D)
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30:4
1. The further question, "And what the name of his son?" 
2. Denotes, according to (Hitzig), that the inquirer strives after an adequate knowledge, such as one may have of a human being. 
3. We say: the inquirer meant that, which went forth from God, and, which waited on the Son of God as a servant in the creation of the world; 
4. The same might, which in chapter 8 is called Wisdom, and is described as God's beloved Son.
5. But with the name after, which inquiry is made, the relation is as with the "more excellent name than the angels," Hebrews 1:4.
6. The confession, 1b-4, is not that of a man who does not find himself in the right condition, but such as one who is thirsting after God must renounce: 
7. The thought of a man does not penetrate to the essence of God (Job 11:7-9); even the ways of God remain inscrutable to man (Sir. 18:3; Romans 11:33); 
8. The Godhead remains, for our thought, in immeasurable height and depth; and though a relative knowledge of God is possible. (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)

Remember when Keil and Delitzsch quote from Sir. 18:3 they are talking about Jesus ben Sira a Jewish teacher from 190 BC who wrote a book on wise sayings and instructions. See lessons 1, 2 of this study on proverbs for some examples.  Paul the Learner
‘All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.’ Matthew 11:27 KJV Paul the Learner
Proverbs 30:4

Nor is it any wonder that I have not the knowledge of the Holy, for:

a. Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? 

b. So as to understand what is being done there, so as to tell mortals what he hath seen. 
c. We Christians can tell of such a one (John 3:13). 
d. Though we have not ascended into heaven, or descended into the depth; still, in all that is vital to know, we have 'the word nigh' to us (Romans 10:6-8; Deuteronomy 30:12-13.)

   (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
1. Who hath gathered the wind in his fists? - Firmly grasped.

2. Who hath bound the waters in a garment? - (Isaiah 40:12.) As Israel bound the dough in their clothes (Exodus 12:34).

3. Who hath established all the ends of the earth? - The boundaries of land and sea, and of the several distinct kingdoms. None except God. Therefore He alone knoweth thoroughly the deep mysteries of the universe.

4. What (is) his name, and what (is) his son's name? The Hebrew designates a man by not only his own name, but by his relations. (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
(a) In allusion to this usage, but with a designed reference to the mystery of the everlasting generation of the Son of God, 
(b) The Spirit puts this question into Agur's mouth; can you tell His name (i.e., His nature) and His Son's? (Proverbs 8:22-31.) 
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30:4
(c) None can; therefore, naturally, none can "have the knowledge of the Holy" One (Proverbs 30:3; Matthew 11:27; 16:17). 
(d) The name of God, and that of His Son, is here joined, as both alike ineffable and incomprehensible. 
(e) Co-existence and omnipresence (by the ascent to heaven and descent), creative and all-sustaining omnipotence are ascribed to both. 
(f) The Son is represented as distinct from the Father in personality, yet one in essence and operation.  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
30:5: This statement is found also in Psalms 18:31 (=2 Samuel 22:31). [Jewish Study Bible]
30:6: This is said of the Torah in Deuteronomy 4:2 (similarly Deuteronomy 13:1). 
             [Jewish Study Bible]
Every word of God is pure,

A shield to those who take refuge in Him.  Proverbs 30:5 Tanakh Hebrew Text

Do not add to His words,

Lest He indict you and you be proved a liar.  Proverbs 30:6 Tanakh Hebrew Text
5 
Every word of Eloah is pure,
A shield is He for those who hide themselves in Him.

6 
Add thou not to His words,

Lest He convict thee and thou becomes a liar.

(1) Although the tetrastich is an independent proverb, yet it is connected to the foregoing utterance, v. 1. 
(2) The more limited a man is in his knowledge of God-viz. in that, which presents itself to him - so much the more thankful must he be that God has revealed Himself in history, 
(3) And so much the more firmly has he to hold fast by the pure word of the divine revelation.
(4) In the dependent relation of v. 5 to Psalms 18:31 (2 Samuel 22:31), and of v. 6 to Deuteronomy 4:2, there is no doubt the self-testimony of God given to Israel, 
(5) And recorded in the book of the Torah, is here meant. 
(6) The words of God are the announcements of His holy will, measured by His wisdom; they are then to be accepted as they are, and to be recognized and obeyed. 
(7) He who adds anything to them, either by an overstraining of them or by repressing them, will not escape the righteous judgment of God: 
(8) God will convict him of falsifying His word, and expose him as a liar-viz. by the dispensations, which unmask the falsifier as such, 
(9) And make manifest the falsehood of his doctrines as dangerous to souls and destructive to society.  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
30:5 God Hebrew Eloah is the name Elohim. Who is to be worshipped. Eloah is God in connection with His Will rather than His power. This is the only occurrence of this title in Proverbs. It also occurs forty-one times in Job, and four times in Psalms, and twelve times in the other books.  Paul the Learner
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Proverbs 30:5

A. Hence, (Proverbs 30:4) we must rest in the divinely revealed doctrine, which is pure and saving to all who trust in its Almighty Giver and Object.
B. Every word of God (is) pure - literally, melted in the fire like silver, so as to be purified of all dross of human error, impurity, deceit, or superfluity. 
C. The Word of God supplies the defect of human understanding, which Agur complained of (Proverbs 30:2-4).
D. He is a shield - by His Word and His Spirit foiling the thrusts of Satan (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10).

   (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Proverbs 30:6

Add thou not unto his words - "above that which is written" (1 Corinthians 4:6), with a view of completing the divinely revealed doctrine with human glosses.  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown)
‘For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. He, which testifies these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen’. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.’ Revelation 22:18-20 KJV

  Paul the Learner

Prov 30:7-10

7 Two things I request of You (Deprive me not before I die): 8 Remove falsehood and lies far from me;

Give me neither poverty nor riches — Feed me with the food allotted to me; 9 lest I be full and deny You, And say, "Who is the LORD?" Or lest I be poor and steal, and profane the name of my God. 10 Do not malign a servant to his master, lest he curse you, and you be found guilty. NKJV
[General Information – 30:7-10: Agur’s prayer.] This is the only prayer in Proverbs. [J.S.B.]

30:8-9: 

(1) Agur asks, first, to be kept from lies and, second, to be given possessions in moderation. 

(2) Excess wealth may make one overconfident, and poverty too can corrupt. 
(3) Profane, literally “grab.”
(4) If arrested, a thief might profane the name of the Lord by using it in a false vow of innocence.
[Jewish Study Bible]
‘Two things I ask of you; do not deny them to me before I die:’ 
‘Keep lies and false words far from me;

Give me neither poverty nor riches, 
But provide me with my daily bread,’ 
‘Lest, being sated, I renounce, saying, “Who is the Lord?” 
Or, being impoverished, I take to theft 
And profane [the name of my God meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain]. Proverbs 30:7-9 Tanakh
‘And swear by the name of God.’ Proverbs 30:9 LXX ‘
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In what now follows, the keynote struck in v. 1 is continued. There follows a prayer to be kept in the truth, and to be preserved in the middle state, between poverty and riches. It is a Mashal-ode. By the first prayer, "vanity and lies keep far from me," it is connected with the warning of v. 6.
7 
Two things I entreat from Thee, 

Refuse them not to me before I die.

8 
Vanity and lies keep far away from me

Poverty and riches give me not:

Cause me to eat the bread, which is allotted to me,

9 
Lest in satiety I deny,

And say: Who is Jahve?

And lest, in becoming poor, I steal,

And profane the name of my God.

As to its artistic form, this prayer presents itself to us as the first of the numerical proverbs, under the "Words" of Agur, who delighted in this form of proverb. The numerical proverb is a brief discourse, having a didactic end complete in itself, which by means of numerals gives prominence to that, which it seeks to bring forward. There are two kinds of these: 

a. The more simple form places in the first place only one numeral, 
b. Which is the sum of that, which is to be brought forth separately: 
c. The numerical proverb of one cipher; to this class belong, keeping out of view the above prayer, 
d. Which if it did not commence a series of numerical proverbs does not deserve this technical name on account of the low ciphers
e. Vv. 24-28, with the cipher 4, Sir. 25:1 and 2, with the cipher 3. 
a. Similar to the above prayer are Job 13:20 f., Isaiah 51:19; but these are not numerical proverbs, for they are not proverbs. 
b. The more artistic kind of numerical proverb has two ciphers: 
c. The two-ciphered numerical proverb we call the sharpened (pointed) proverb. 
d. Of such two-ciphered numerical proverbs the "words" of Agur contain four, 
e. And the whole Book of Proverbs, reckoning Proverbs 6:16-19, five-
This ascending numerical character belongs to the popular saying, 2 Kings 9:32; Job 33:29; Isaiah 16:6, and is found bearing the stamp of the artistic distich outside of the Book of Proverbs, Psalms 62:12; Job 33:14; 40:5; 5:19, and particularly Amos 1:3-2:6.  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
(1) For the prayer expresses two requests, but dwells exclusively on the second. 
(2) A twofold request he presents to God, these two things he wishes to be assured of on this side of death; 
(3) For of these he stands in need, so as to be able when he dies to look back on the life he has spent, without the reproaches of an accusing conscience: 
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30:7, 8, 9
(A) The first thing he asks is that God would keep far from him vanity and lying words. 
(B) It is almost more probable that he thought of the misleading power of God-estranged, idolatrous thought and action; and, of lying words, 
(C) With, which he might be brought into sympathy, and by, which he might ruin him and others. 
(A) The second petition is that God would give him neither poverty nor riches, but grant him for his sustenance only the bread of the portion destined for him. 
(B) And why does he wish to be neither poor nor rich? 
(C) Because in both extremes lie moral dangers: 
(D) In riches, the temptation to deny God, whom one flowing in superabundance forgets, and of whom one in his self- indulgence desires to know nothing (Job 21:14-16; 22:16 f.); 
(E) In poverty, the temptation is to steal and to blaspheme the name of God, viz., by murmuring and disputing, or even by words of blasphemy; 
(F) For one who is in despair directs the outbreaks of his anger against God (Isaiah 8:21), and curses Him as the cause of His misfortune (Revelation 16:11,21). (Keil and Delitzsch)
(General Information - Proverbs 30:7-9)
Two prayers, followed by single sentences, (Proverbs 30:10, etc.) One prayer concerns the soul, the other the body. Deny me them not before I die - when I shall exchange prayer for praise. Fervent desire is implied. (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Verse 8. 
1. Remove far from me vanity and lies - a boon for the soul. 
2. "Vanity" - all self-deceit. "Lies" - all deceiving of others, including all sin. 
3. Vanity is all that is not what it appears; the world's vain show, gain, pleasure, idols, heresies (Psalms 119:37, note). 
4. Give me neither poverty nor riches - a boon for the body. 
5. Feed me with food convenient for me - Hebrew, with food of my ration, or, allowance: 
6. With food sufficient for my maintenance. 
7. The same as "our daily bread" in the Lord's Prayer [Matthew 6:11]. 
8. Like the manna gathered, 'a certain rate every day'
9. Hebrew, 'the portion of a day in his day' (Exodus 16:4; cf. 2 Kings 25:30; Nehemiah 12:47; Luke 12:42; 1 Timothy 6:8).  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Verse 9. 
1. Lest I be full, and (i.e., lest when I be full, I) deny (thee), and say,’ Who is the Lord? 

2. What need have I to pray? 
3. I have ample sufficiency in my wealth.
4. What have I to say to the Lord? 
5. (Job 21:15; 22:17-18; cf. Israel's case, Deuteronomy 32:15; cf. Isaiah 59:13.) 
6. When filled with the Lord's gifts, we are most apt to ignore the Giver: 
7. The result of, which is, He at last takes back His gifts from them who withhold from Him the glory of them (Hosea 2:5-9). (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown)
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30:9
We learn hence:

(1) How depraved is man's nature, seeing that he so abuses God's gifts;

(2) The cause why God often denies riches to the godly;

(3) The folly of men in so keenly pursuing what is so dangerous to them (Mede).

a. Or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God (in vain) 

b. Literally, seize on the name of my God, either by perjury or irreverent speaking, in complaint of God and His providence (Exodus 20:7). 
c. Poverty tempts to unlawful means of supplying one's needs. 
d. Then theft is concealed by perjury, to, which there was the greater temptation among the Jews, 
e. As the thief was put on his oath as to whether he was guilty or not (Exodus 22:8-11; Leviticus 6:2). 
f. Hence, theft and perjury are often conjoined (Zechariah 5:3-4). 
g. Regard to our spiritual and eternal interests ought to be the regulator of our desires as to temporal things.
h. The prayer "Lead us not into temptation" teaches us to avoid not only sins, but incentives to sin
i. That the author here, by blaspheming (grasping at) the name of God, especially thinks on that, which the Torah calls "cursing God," 
j. And particularly "blaspheming the name of the Lord," Leviticus 24:15-16, is to be concluded from the two following proverbs.  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
30:10: An isolated admonition placed between the two poems. Incur guilt, or “be punished.”

   [Jewish Study Bible]

Do not inform on a slave to his master,

Lest he curse you and you incur guilt.  Proverbs 30:10 Tanakh Hebrew Text
10 
Calumniate not a servant with his master, 

Lest he curse thee, and thou must atone for it.

(a) One should not secretly accuse (Psalms 101:5) a servant with his master, and in that lies the character of slander 
(b) When one puts suspicion upon him, or exaggerates the actual facts, and generally makes the person suspected
(c) One thereby makes a man, whose lot in it is not a happy one, at length and perhaps for ever unhappy, and thereby he brings a curse on himself. 
(d) But it is not matter of indifference to be the object of the curse of a man whom one has unrighteously and unjustly overwhelmed in misery: 
(e) Such a curse is not without its influence, for it does not fruitlessly invoke the righteous retribution of God, and thus one has sorrowfully to atone for the wanton sins of the tongue.

(Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)

PROVERBS LESSON THIRTY

Proverbs 30:10

(1) Accuse not (literally, attack not with the tongue) a servant unto his master (for the servant, or slave, being already in an afflicted condition, thou would be adding affliction to affliction), 
(2) Lest he (the slave) curse thee, and thou be found guilty 
(3) His curse involving thee in guilt before God. 
(4) So in the case of all that are afflicted, the widow and the fatherless (Exodus 22:22-24). 
(5) But when conscience requires faithfulness in exposing sin, there the servant's delinquency is to be told to the master (Genesis 21:25). 
(6) It is only false or trivial charges that are censured. 
(7) Love enjoins silence where faithfulness does not require us to accuse. 
(8) A generation that curses their father, and doth not bless their mother - to whom children owe so much, and whom they ought to honor next to God. 
(9) Ingratitude and contumacy.
(10) No provocation of a parent excuses the child who curses him-a sin punished capitally, as was blasphemy toward the Divine Father (Deuteronomy 21:18-21). 
     (Jamieson, Fausset, and, Brown Commentary)
Proverbs 30:11-14
11 There is a generation that curses its father, and does not bless its mother. 12 There is a generation that is pure in its own eyes, yet is not washed from its filthiness. 13 There is a generation — oh, how lofty are their eyes! And their eyelids are lifted up. 14 There is a generation, whose teeth are like swords, and whose fangs are like knives, to devour the poor from off the earth, and the needy from among men.  NKJV
[General Information - 30:11-14: Four breeds of men] 
1. Each with its own type of corruption. 
2. The word-translated breed, Hebrew “dor,” usually means “generation,” and that may be applicable here. 
3. There is a notion that certain generations, such as the generation of the flood (Genesis 6:5-12) and the generation of the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9), are characterized by a certain failing.
4. The failings in the present passage are contempt of parents (v. 11), self righteousness (v. 12), arrogance (v. 13), and rapaciousness (v. 14). 
5. Perhaps this list, and some of those that follow, were answers to riddles whose questions are no longer preserved.    [Jewish Study Bible]
Note: The Apostle Paul spoke about this generation that we are speaking about, in fact that generation is with us today and we see abortion [of God’s creation] and homosexuality [indorsed by many states] and children killing children for no apparent reason and instead of a God fearing nation we have a godless one and as Jesus said, ‘as in the days of Sodom and Gomorra and in the days of Noah that He would return, so be ready.      Paul the Learner  
Romans 1:20-32

20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
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Romans 1:20-32 Continued
23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man — and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 

26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them. NKJV
‘This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good. Traitors, heady, high minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, and denying the power thereof: from such turn away.’  2 Timothy 3:1-5 KJV

There is a breed of men that brings a curse on its fathers

And brings no blessing to its mothers, Proverbs 30:11 Tanakh Hebrew Text

A breed that thinks itself pure,

Though it is not washed of its filth; Proverbs 30:12 Tanakh Hebrew Text

A breed so haughty of bearing, so supercilious; Proverbs 30:13 Tanakh Hebrew Text

A breed whose teeth are swords,

Whose jaws are knives,
Ready to devour the poor of the land,

The needy among men. Proverbs 30:14 Tanakh Hebrew Text 
Note: is it any wonder that the judgments of God are now falling on the earth in an increasing manner.

  Paul the Learner
11 
A generation that curses their father, 

And doth not bless their mother;

12 
A generation pure in their own eyes,

And yet not washed from their filthiness;

13 
A generation-how haughty their eyes,

And their eyelids lift themselves up;

14 
A generation whose teeth are swords and their jaw teeth knives

To devour the poor from the earth and the needy from the midst of men.

PROVERBS LESSON THIRTY

30:11-14
Similar is the description given in the (Mishna Sota ix. 14) of the character of the age in, which the Messiah appeared. "The appearance of this age," thus it concludes, "is like the appearance of a dog; a son is not ashamed before his father; to whom will we then look for help? To our Father in heaven!"

‘Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of Zacharias son of Barachi as, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.’ Matthew 23:32-36 KJV  Paul the Learner
Note: See Josephus in the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD by Titus of Rome for conformation of this prophecy from the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the judge of all the earth and destroyer of all evil. 
                                                                                                                           Paul the Learner

1. The undutiful ness of a child is here placed first. To curse one's parents is, after Exodus 21:17, cf. Proverbs 20:10, a crime worthy of death. 
2. The second characteristic, v. 12, is wicked blindness as to one's judgment of himself. 
3. In 13a the attributive clause forms itself, so as to express the astonishing height of arrogance, into an exclamation: a generation, how lofty is their eyes.
4. The fourth characteristic is insatiable covetousness, which does not spare even the poor, and preys upon them, the helpless and the defenseless: they devour them as one eats bread, Psalms 14:4. The teeth, as the instruments of eating, are compared to swords and knives, as at Psalms 57:4 to spears and arrows. 
But it is a portrait of the times, like Psalms 14, and certainly without any national stamp.

(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)

Note: America was founded on Christian principles and now we have judges who are corrupt and ungodly and political leaders who are as corrupt and a society that loves it so. All that is left is judgment.  Paul the Learner
Proverbs 30:15-20
15 The leech has two daughters — Give and Give! There are three things that are never satisfied, four never say, "Enough!” 16 The grave, the barren womb, the earth that is not satisfied with water — and the fire ever says, "Enough!" 17 The eye that mocks his father, and scorns obedience to his mother,

The ravens of the valley will pick it out, and the young eagles will eat it. 18 There are three things which are too wonderful for me, yes, four which I do not understand: 19 the way of an eagle in the air, the way of a serpent on a rock, the way of a ship in the midst of the sea, and the way of a man with a virgin. 20 This is the way of an adulterous woman: She eats and wipes her mouth, and says, "I have done no wickedness." NKJV
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[General Information - 30:15-31]: 
1. Numerical sayings, which associate things sharing a certain feature. 
2. When two numbers are mentioned in parallel, the second number is usually what is really meant. 
3. Sometimes the numbered items are followed by a supernumerary item, which represents the extreme or surprising case.
4. Numerical sayings are common in the Bible (e.g., Amos chapters 1-2, Proverbs 6:16-19) and other Canaanite literature. [Jewish Study Bible]
30:15 a: 
(1) The leech is a bloodsucker. 
(2) Her daughters are like her, greedy and demanding. 
(3) The message: Watch out. Your children will be like you. 
(4) The image can be extended to other greedy things. 
(5) A Midrash in the Talmud (reference b. A.Z. 17a) says that the daughters are heresy and government.  [Jewish Study Bible]
30:15b -16: Four insatiable things:

1. Sheol, the underworld, the realm of the dead (see 27:20).

2. A barren womb, a barren woman, who yearns endlessly for a child.

3. The earth always needs more rain.

4. Fire always “needs” – can consume – more fuel.  [Jewish Study Bible]
15 
The 'Alûka [horse leach] hath two daughters: Give! Give! 

Three of these are never satisfied,
Four say not: Enough!  Proverbs 30:15 Tanakh Hebrew Text
16 
The under-world and the closing of the womb;

The earth is not satisfied with water,
And the fire saith not: Enough!    Proverbs 30:16 Tanakh Hebrew Text
(a) "One must drink no water" - says the (Gemara Aboda zara 12 b) - "out of a river or pond, nor (immediately) with his mouth, nor by means of his hand; 
(b) He who, nevertheless, does it, his blood comes on his own head, because of the danger. 
(c) What danger? 
(d) `Aluwqaah cakaanat," i.e., the danger of swallowing a leech. 
(e) The Aramaic also designates a leech by `aluwqaa' (OT: 5936) (cf. e.g., Targum Psalms 12:9: hence the godless walk about like the leech, which sucks the blood of men).
(f) If 'Alûka is hell, then fancy has the widest room for finding an answer to the question, what are the two daughters? 
(g) The Talmud supposes that rshwt (the worldly domination) and mynwt (heresy) are meant. 
(h) The Church fathers also, understanding by 'Alûka the power of the devil, expatiated in such interpretations. 
(i) (Mühlau), while he concurs in this understanding of the word and now throwing open the question, which, then, are the two daughters of the demoness 'Alûka? 
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30:15, 16
(j) Finds no answer to it in the proverb itself, and therefore accepts of the view of (Ewald), since 
15b-16, taken by themselves, form a fully completed whole, 
(k) That the line wgw' l`lwqh [la’aluwqaah the horseleech OT 5936] is the beginning of a numerical proverb, the end of, which is wanting. (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
Proverbs 30:15-16
1. Four insatiable things follow the four detestable offences.
2. The horse-leach hath two daughters, (crying), Give, and give. 
3. The horse-leach is covetousness. 
4. The two words are, as it were, her two daughters, which come forth out of her. 
5. The greediness of the covetous is described in Proverbs 30:14. 
6. Not content with having once "devoured the needy," they again, a second time, return to drain out all their substance, like the horse-leach.
7. There are three (things) ... yea, four (things) - (cf. Amos 1:3, on the Hebrew idiom, "three yea, four.")  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Verse 16. 
a. The grave (Shª’owl (OT: 7585 Hades or the world of the dead [as if a subterranean retreat]); cf. Proverbs 27:20); the world of departed spirits, ever craving for fresh comers from this world),
b.  ... The barren womb (cf. Rachel, Genesis 30:1); the earth (that) is not filled with water (that is always ready to drink more rain); and the fire (that) saith not (it is) enough - that is ready to consume any amount of fuel that you pile on it.  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown)
30:17: An isolated saying excoriating the person who treats his parents with contempt.

   [Jewish Study Bible]

The eye that mocks a father

And disdains the homage due a mother –

The ravens of the brook will gouge it out,

Young eagles will devour it.  Proverbs 30:17 Tanakh Hebrew Text

30:11-31 DECLARATION  (Alternation and Divisions.)
A.  30:11 Parents. Curing of.

B-1   30:12        Impurity





Four - fold enumeration
            B-2   30:13        Pride
            B-3   30:14       Violence
            B-4   30:15, 16 Insatiableness
      A.   30:17 Parents. Mocking of.
            B-5   30:18-20   Four things inscrutable



Four – fold enumeration
            B-6   30:21-23   Four things disquieting
            B-7   30:24-28   Four things little and wise

            B-8   30:29-31   Four things graceful   Paul the Learner
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The proverb of the 'Alûka is the first of the proverbs founded on the figure of an animal among the "words" of Agur. Another of a similar character now follows it:

17 
An eye that mocketh at his father, 

And despises obedience to his mother:

The ravens of the brook shall pluck it out,

And the young eagles shall eat it.

(1) If "an eye," and not "eyes," is spoken of here, this is accounted for by the consideration that the duality of the organ falls back against the unity of the mental activity
(2)  And mental expression, which it serves. 
(3) As haughtiness reveals itself (v. 13) in the action of the eyes, so is the eye also the mirror of humble subordination, 
(4) And also of malicious scorn, which refuses reverence and subjection to father and mother. 
(5) If now it is said of such a haughty, insolent eye, that the ravens of the brook (cf. 1 Kings 17:4) will pluck it out, eat it, they, the eagle's children
(6) It is only the description of the fate that is before such a one, to die a violent death, and to become a prey to the fowls of heaven (cf. e.g., Jeremiah 16:3 f.).  (Keil and Delitzsch)
Proverbs 30:17

a. The eye (that) mocketh at (his) father, and despises to obey (his) mother, the ravens of the valley, (which build their nests in solitary valleys) shall pick it out 
b. He shall be put to a death of shame, and his carcass becomes a prey to ravenous birds (Proverbs 20:20; Exodus 21:15-17). 
c. The eye especially is attacked by birds of prey. (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown)
30:18-19: Four amazing “ways.” The word translated how is literally “the way of.” The wonder of the “ways” or movement of the eagle, the snake, and the ship may lie in the fact that they do not leave traces or that they are smooth and graceful. As for the ways of a man with a maiden, love is a mystery, but just how it is mysterious is left to the imagination. [Jewish Study Bible]
30:20: The additional wonder. This verse seems mechanically tacked on and inappropriate, but it might be intended as a shocking climax. The four “ways” are mysterious and graceful and leave no trace; the way – that is, behavior – of the adulteress too is amazing: She is unbelievably smug. She thinks she can wipe her sin away as if wiping the crumbs off her face.     [Jewish Study Bible]
Three things are beyond me,
Four I cannot fathom:  Proverbs 30:18 Tanakh Hebrew Text

How an eagle makes its way over the sky,
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The following proverb, again a numerical proverb, begins with the eagle, mentioned in the last line of the foregoing:

18 
Three things lie beyond me, 

And four I understand not:

19 
The way of the eagle in the heavens,

The way of a serpent over a rock,

The way of a ship on the high sea,

And the way of a man with a maid.

20 
Thus is the way of the adulterous woman:

She eateth and wipes her mouth, and saith:

I have done no iniquity.
(a) The introduction of four things that are not known is in expressions like Job 42:3; cf. Psalms 139:6. 
(b) The turning-point lies in the fourth; to that point the other three expressions gravitate, which have not an object in themselves, but are only as folia to the fourth.
(c) For “the way of a man bª`alªmaah (OT: 5959 maid)," is not to be understood of love unsought, suddenly taking possession of and captivating a man toward this or that maid, 
(d) So that the principal thought of the proverb may be compared to the saying, "marriages are made in heaven." 
(e) But in what respect did his understanding not reach to this? 
(f) "Wonderful," thus (Hitzig) explains as the best interpreter of this opinion elsewhere propounded: 
1. "Appeared to him the flying, and that how a large and thus heavy bird could raise itself so high in the air (Job 39:27); 
2. Then how, over the smooth rock, which offers no hold, the serpent pushes itself along; 
3. Finally, how the ship in the trackless waves, which present nothing to the eye as a guide, nevertheless finds its way.  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
(a) These three things have at the same time this in common, that they leave no trace of their pathway behind them. 
(b) But of the fourth way that cannot be said; for the trace is left, which the man daarakª (OT: 1869 to walk), and it becomes manifest, possibly as pregnancy. 
(c) That, which is wonderful is consequently only the coition itself, its mystical act and its incomprehensible consequences."
(d) But does not this interpretation carry in itself its own refutation? 
(e) To the three wonderful ways, which leave no traces behind them, there cannot be compared a fourth, the consequences of, 
(f) Which are not only not trackless, but, on the contrary, become manifest as proceeding from the act in an incomprehensible way. 
(g) The point of comparison is either the wonderfulness of the event or the trackless ness of its consequences. 

(h) Now it is also clear why the way of the serpent was in his eye: 
(i) Among grass, and still more in sand, the trace of the serpent's path would perhaps be visible, but not on a hard stone, over, which it has glided. 
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30:18, 19, 20
(j) And it is clear why it is said of the ship in the heart of the sea: 
(k) While the ship is still in sight from the land, one knows the track it follows; but who can in the heart of the sea, 

(l) On the high sea, say that here or there a ship has ploughed the water, since the water-furrows have long ago disappeared? 

1. Looking to the heavens; one cannot say that an eagle has passed there; 

2. To the rock, that a serpent has wound its way over it; 

3. To the high sea, that a ship has been steered through it; 

4. To the maid, that a man has had carnal intercourse with her. 
(m) That the fact might appear on nearer investigation, although this will not always guide to a certain conclusion, is not kept in view; 
(n) Only the outward appearance is spoken of, the intentional concealment (Rashi) being in this case added thereto. 
(o) One has therefore to suppose that v. 20 explains what is meant by "the way of a man with a maid"
(p) By a strong example (for "the adulterous woman" can mean only an old adulteress), they’re not inclusive, for the trackless ness of sins of the flesh in their consequences. (Keil & Delitzsch)
Proverbs 30:18-19

(1) There be three (things) ... yea, four, which I know not: 
(2) The way of an eagle in the air, the way of a serpent upon a rock, the way of a ship in the midst of the sea, and the way of a man with a maid 
(3) As all these afford no clue to their mode of action. 
(4) "The way of a man (Geber: a mighty or wanton man) with a maid," which he is trying to seduce, is so subtle that it baffles penetration. 
(5) Inexperienced females must not rely on their own wisdom and strength of resolution, as securing them from evil, when they place themselves in positions of danger. 
(6) The depths of nature symbolize the depths of Satan and his agents. 
(7) The eagle flies upward, without turnings. 
(8) Like other birds, and soars so high that the eye cannot trace his "way." 
(9) The serpent, though without feet or wings, trails along the rock wheresoever it will, leaving no impression of its way. 
(10) The ship, notwithstanding its bulk, speedily traverses many miles leaving no track in the water. 
(11) So the man, who is passionately bent on gratifying his lust after a virgin, adopts varied devices, which cannot be traced out fully in detail. 
(12) The movements of all four are light, gliding, without noise, quick, and the mode unknown to us. 
(13) Thus the sense gives no sanction to the Jews' use of this verse to deny that halmah, in Isaiah 7:14, means a virgin: 
(14) If she were not so, there would be no miracle in that passage
       (Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Commentary)
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SECTION TWO
Proverbs 30:20

(a) An adulterous woman ... eateth, and wipes her mouth, and saith, I have done no wickedness 
(b) Like one who has eaten something, and afterward having wiped his mouth, says he had eaten nothing (cf. "bread eaten in secret," Proverbs 9:17; 20:17). 
(c) Note the delicacy and propriety of Scripture language in indelicate acts. 
(d) As the "man" seducing the "maid" (Proverbs 30:19) uses marvelous and varied arts to deceive her, 
(e) So here the "adulterous woman" uses such artifices to deceive the husband, and hide the offence against him.  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Proverbs 30:21-28

21 For three things the earth is perturbed, Yes, for four it cannot bear up: 22 For a servant when he reigns, A fool when he is filled with food, 23 A hateful woman when she is married, And a maidservant who succeeds her mistress. 24 There are four things which are little on the earth, But they are exceedingly wise: 25 the ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare their food in the summer; 26 the rock badgers are a feeble folk, yet they make their homes in the crags; 27 the locusts have no king,

Yet they all advance in ranks; 28 the spider skillfully grasps with its hands and it is in kings' palaces. 

NKJV

30:21-23: Four things the earth cannot bear, so unnatural are they:

(1) 

(a) A slave who becomes king violates the social hierarchy, which the sages of Proverbs assumed was the right and natural order. (See 19:10b.)
(b) Becomes king, literally “rules.” With the sense dominates, controls.

(c) Perhaps this line implies that one should not let his slave become the master of his household (as Potiphar did to Joseph, though to good effect; Genesis 39:4).

(2)

A scoundrel – a disobedient slave or son, perhaps – should not be indulged, but should be punished by deprivation (cf. 19:10).

(3)

(a) A loathsome woman, literally “hated woman,” has (the author presumes) done something deserving of disgust and is unworthy of marriage.

(b) Perhaps the point is that one should not force his son to marry a woman he dislikes.
(c) The word for “hated” seems to mean “unloved” or “dispreferred” in Genesis 29:30-31 and Deuteronomy 21:15-17.

(4)

(a) A slave-girl should be kept in her place and not supplant or, more precisely, “disinherit” her mistress.
(b) This would happen if a man favored his concubine and made her children his heirs.
(c) A well-to-do Egyptian Diefai-hapi, boasts, “I did not let a slave woman be valued above her mistress” (M. Lichtheim, Maat in Egyptian Autobiographies and related Studies [1992], page 38).

The four items may thus have messages for a head of a household.  [Jewish Study Bible]
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‘The earth shudders at three things, 
At four which is cannot bear:’ Proverbs 30:21 Tanakh Hebrew Text
‘A slave who becomes king; 
A scoundrel sated with food;’ Proverbs 30:22 Tanakh Hebrew Text
‘A loathsome woman who gets married; 
A slave-girl who supplants her mistress.’  Proverbs 30:23 Tanakh Hebrew Text
1. It is now not at all necessary to rack one's brains over the grounds or the reasons of the arrangement of the following proverb (vid. Hitzig). 
2. There are, up to this point, two numerical proverbs, which begin with shªtayim (OT: 8147 twofold), v. 7, and shªteey, v. 15; after the cipher 2 there then, v. 18, followed the cipher 3, which is now here continued:

21 
Under three things doth the earth tremble, 

And under four can it not stand:

22 
Under a servant when he becomes king,

And a profligate when he has bread enough;

23 
Under an unloved woman when she is married,

And a maidservant when she becomes heiress to her mistress.

3. The "earth" stands here, as frequently, instead of the inhabitants of the earth
4. It trembles when one of the four persons named above comes and gains free space for acting; it feels itself oppressed as by an insufferable burden (an expression similar to Amos 7:10);

5. The arrangement of society is shattered; an oppressive closeness of the air, as it were, settles over all minds.  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
A. 

(a). The first case is already designated, Proverbs 19:10, as improper: 
(b). Under a slave, when he comes to reign; for suppose that such a one has reached the place of government, not by the murder of the king and by the robbery of the crown, 
(c). But, as is possible in an elective monarchy, by means of the dominant party of the people, he will, as a rule, seek to indemnify himself in his present highness for his former lowliness, 
(d). And in the measure of his rule show himself unable to rise above his servile habits, and to pass out of the limited circle of his earlier state.

B.
(a) The second case is this: 
(b) A naabaal (OT: 5036 stupid, wicked), one whose mind is perverted and whose conduct is profligate-in short, a low man (vid. Proverbs 17:17); 
(c) For this undeserved living without care and without want makes him only so much the more arrogant, and troublesome, and dangerous. 
(d) Rightly (Hitzig), and, after his example, Zöckler: an unmarried lady, an old spinster, is meant, whom no one desired because she had nothing attractive, 
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30:21, 22, 23
(e) And was only repulsive (cf. Grimm, under Sir. 7:26b).
(f) If such a one, at length, however, finds her husband and enters into the married relation, then she carries her head so much the higher. 
(g) For she gives vent to ill humor, strengthened by long restraint, against her subordinates; then she richly requites her earlier and happily married companions for their depreciation of her, 
(h) Among whom she had to suffer, as able to find no one who would love her. 

C.
(a) In the last case the entering, as heiress, into the inheritance, makes the maidservant the reverse of that, which she was before, 
(b) And brings with it the danger that the heiress, notwithstanding her want of culture and dignity, demean herself also as heiress of the rank. 
(c) Although the old Israelitish law knew only interstate succession to an inheritance, yet there also the case might arise, 
(d) That where there were no natural or legal heirs, the bequest of a wife or rank passed over to her servants and nurses.  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
Proverbs 30:21-22

For three (things) the earth is disquieted ... for a servant when he reigned (Proverbs 19:10); (and) a fool, when he is filled with meat - i.e., when he is in prosperity, and his appetites given loose rein to (Proverbs 30:20). Both become insolent by elevation, which they know not how to use (cf. 1 Timothy 3:6). (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Proverbs 30:23

1. For an odious (woman) when she is married 

2. For by her bad temper and ways she makes herself unbearable to her husband, her domestics, and her neighbors. 
3. (Cartwright and Maurer explain): when a man had two wives, the one beloved, the other comparatively hated (cf. Deuteronomy 21:15),
4. If the latter were made by her husband the beloved wife, she is sure to behave imperiously, because of the former contumely she bare.
5. I prefer the English version. 
6. And a handmaid ... heir to her mistress - the lower sunk in grade she was before the more insolent she will be when she has gotten a fortune. 
7. (Gesenius), after the Septuagint, translates, 'a handmaid, when she has expelled; i.e. succeeded into the place of her mistress.' So the Syriac. But the Vulgate and Chaldaic support the English version.  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
30:24-28: Four small (or “weak”) but clever creatures.

1. Ants work without a leader (6:6-8).

2. Badgers – meaning rock badgers – are clever enough to live in fortress-like cliffs.

3. Locusts, also leaderless, move like an army.

4. The lizard can slip into the greatest of houses.

All these exemplify the superiority of wisdom over size and strength.  [Jewish Study Bible]
PROVERBS LESSON THIRTY
‘Four are among the tiniest on earth, 
Yet they are the wisest of the wise:’ Proverbs 30:24 Tanakh Hebrew Text
‘Ants are a folk without power, 
Yet they prepare food for themselves in summer;’ Proverbs 30:25 Tanakh Hebrew Text
‘The badger is a folk without strength,

Yet it makes its home in the rock;’ Proverbs 30:26 Tanakh Hebrew Text
‘The locusts have no king, yet they all march forth in formation;’ Proverbs 30:27 Tanakh Text
‘You can catch the lizard [Or “spider.”] in your hand, 
Yet it is found in royal palaces.’ Proverbs 30:28 Tanakh Hebrew Text
Note: a people. So are those “made wise”  [2 Timothy 3:15 ‘…the Holy scriptures makes us wise…) As Psalms 100:3 says because God made us, we are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 

   Paul the Learner
30:26 conies. These are about the size of a rabbit. They inhabit clefts in the rocks; because, having soft feet they cannot burrow as a rabbit can. So God’s people must abide in Jesus Christ their Rock.

  The Companion Bible by Baxter
Another proverb with the cipher 4, its first line terminating in 'rts (OT: 776 the earth):

24 
Four are the little things of the earth, 

And yet they are quick of wit-wise:

25 
The ants-a people not strong,

And yet they prepare in summer their food,
26 
Conies-a people not mighty,

And yet set their dwelling on the rocks,
27 
No king has the locusts,

And yet they go forth in rank and file, all of them together,
28 
The lizard thou canst catch with the hands,

And yet it is in the king's palaces.

(1)
(a) The ants are called `am (OT: 5971), and they deserve this name, for they truly form communities with well-ordered economy; 
(b) But, besides, the ancients took delight in speaking of the various classes of animals as peoples and states. 
(c) That, which is said, 25b, as also Proverbs 6:8, is not to be understood of stores laid up for the winter. 
(d) For the ants are torpid for the most part in winter; but certainly the summer is their time for labor, when the laborers gather together food, and feed in a truly motherly way the helpless. 

(Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
PROVERBS LESSON THIRTY
30:26
(2)

Note: 
(1) The kaninchen as well as the klippdachs cliff-badgers may be meant, Leviticus 11:5 (Deuteronomy 14:7); 
(2) Neither of these belongs to the basilica, nor yet, it is true, to the ruminants, though to the ancients (as was the case also with hares) they seemed to do. 
(3) The klippdachs, like the marmot, which lives in societies and dwells in the clefts of the mountains, e.g., at the Kedron, the Dead Sea, and at Sinai. 
(4) The klippdachs are a weak little people, and yet with their weakness they unite the wisdom that they establish themselves among the rocks. 
(5) The ants show their wisdom in the organization of labor, here in the arranging of inaccessible dwellings. (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
(3)

a. Thirdly, the locusts belong to the class of the wise little folk: 
b. These have no king, but notwithstanding that, there is not wanting to them guidance; by the power and foresight of one sovereign will they march out as a body. 
c. Joel 2:7: "Like mighty men they hunt; like men of war they climb the walls; they march forward every one on his appointed way, and change not their paths."  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
(4)
(1) The swallow, thus (Rashi) explains, creeps under the wings of the eagle and hinders it from spreading them out in its flight; 
(2) And the spider (araigne) creeps into the ear of the scorpion; 
(3) Or also: a bruised spider applied heals the scorpion's sting. 
(4) A second time the word occurs, (Sanhedrin 103b), where it is said of King Amon that he burnt the Torah, 
(5) And that over the altar came a smmyt (here with s), which (Rashi) explains of the spider (a spider's web).
(6) But (Aruch) testifies that in these two places of the Talmud the explanation is divided between ragnatelo (spider) and (Ital.) lucêrta (lizard). 
(7) For the latter, he refers to Leviticus 11:30.
(8) The lizard thou canst catch with the hand, and yet it is in kings' palaces, i.e., it is a little beast, which one can grasp with his hand, 
(9) And yet it knows how to gain an entrance into palaces, by, which in its nimbleness and cunning this is to be thought of, that it can scale the walls even to the summit. (Keil & Delitzsch)
Proverbs 30:24-25

There be four (things) ... little upon the earth (i.e., among the smallest things upon earth), But ... exceeding wise - Hebrew, 'wise, made wise;' endowed with natural instinct for their preservation.
  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
PROVERBS LESSON THIRTY

Verse 25. 
a. The ants - (Proverbs 6:6, etc., notes.) ... a people - (Joel 1:4) not strong - as compared with man-whence the Arabs have a proverb, 'feebler than an ant;' 
b. But most strong in proportion to their own size, as the large burdens, which they carry show:

c. Whence the other Arab proverb arises, 'Stronger than an ant.' 
d. The Egyptians made the ant the hieroglyphic for knowledge; and the Arabs put one in the hand of a boy at his birth with the prayer, 'May he turn out ingenious and skillful.' 
e. Therefore none can excuse him from labor, on the ground of having a small and feeble body.
f. They prepare their meat in the summer. 
g. In (Zante) it is well authenticated that quantities of grain have been removed from the threshing-floors to the nests of ants. (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Proverbs 30:26

1. The conies ... feeble ... yet make they their houses in the rocks - not the rabbit, which is not found in Bible lands, 
2. But a gregarious pachydermatous animal (Hebrew, shapan (OT: 8227)), the hyrax Syriacus, about the size of a rabbit, living in the clefts of the rocks. 
3. An old male shapan or hyrax is set as sentry near their holes; if danger approaches, he utters a whistle to apprise his companions. 
4. This illustrates their wisdom, here celebrated (cf. note, Psalms 104:18).

(Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Proverbs 30:27

The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them by bands - literally, divided (Maurer); Joel 2:7-8; or, as the Chaldaic and Syriac, 'collected together' [chotseets (OT: 2686)]: from chaatsats, a pebble, or means of calculation: all in their hands as it, were according to catalogue. 
  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Proverbs 30:28

(1) The spider taketh hold with her hands, and is in kings' palaces. 
(2) Probably a lizard is meant here. 
(3) On under surface of the toes there is a lamellate structure by, which they can run over smooth surfaces noiselessly in an inverted position, as house flies on a ceiling. 
(4) The language, "taketh hold with her hands" (anterior feet), accords with this. 
(5) The wonderful and characteristic work of the spider is to weave a web, not to take hold with her hands. 
(6) She is rather in the cottages of the poor than "in kings' palaces." 
(7) It catches flies ingeniously, and often is found in chinks of walls and in the small recesses of a ceiling.  
(8) It and the spider alike teach us what great difficulties can be overcome by skill, patience, and perseverance. 
(9) (Kirby) says, 'The spider's claws or spinning organs serve both as hands and eyes to the animal.'  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
PROVERBS LESSON THIRTY

Proverbs 30:29-33

29 There are three things which are majestic in pace, yes, four which are stately in walk: 30 A lion, which is mighty among beasts and does not turn away from any; 31 A greyhound, a male goat also,

And a king whose troops are with him. 32 If you have been foolish in exalting yourself, Or if you have devised evil, put your hand on your mouth. 33 For as the churning of milk produces butter and wringing the nose produces blood, so the forcing of wrath produces strife. NKJV
30:29-31: Four animals who move in a majestic fashion. Greyhound, better “cock.” The real point of the epigram lies in the fourth item: the king’s incomparability.  [Jewish Study Bible]

There are three that are stately of stride, 
Four that carry themselves well:  Proverbs 30:29 Tanakh Hebrew Text 
The lion is mightiest among the beasts,

And recoils before none; Proverbs 30:30 Tanakh Hebrew Text

The greyhound, the he-goat, 

The king whom none dares resist. [Meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.] Proverbs 30:31 Tanakh

‘And a cock strutting magnanimously among his hens – and a he-goat marching at the head of a flock – and a king addressing a nation.’ Proverbs 30:31 LXX  (285 BC)
Another numerical proverb with the cipher 4 = 3 + 1:

29 
Three things are of stately walk, 

And four of stately going:

30 
The lion, the hero among beasts,
And that turneth back before nothing,
31 
The swift-loined, also the goat;

And a king with whom is the calling out of the host.
a. The relation of the members of the sentence in 30a is like that in 25a and 26a: 
b. Which there, as here, is continued in a verbal clause, which appears to us as relative. 
c. What is said in 30b (cf. with the expression, Job 39:22) is described in Isaiah 30:4. 
d. The two other beasts, which distinguish themselves by their stately going, are in 31a only briefly named. 
e. Utrumque jungas licet that the by-name fits the horse, particularly the war-horse, is undeniable; 
f. One would have to refer it, with Mühlau, to the slender structure, the thin flanks, which are reckoned among the requisites of a beautiful horse. 
g. There now follows tayish (OT: 8495), a goat, and that not the ram (Jerome, Luther), which is called 'ayil (OT: 352 strength), 
h. But the he-goat, which bears this name, as (Schultens) has already recognized, from its pushing, as it is also called. 
i. A king as such is certainly not "comely in going;" he can sit upon his throne, and especially as will he sit (Acts 12:21) and not stand. 
PROVERBS LESSON THIRTY

30:29, 30, 31
j. But the majesty of his going shows itself when he marches at the head of those who have risen up at his summons to war. 
k. Then he is for the army what the tysh he-goat is for the flock.  (Keil and Delitzsch)
Proverbs 30:29

Three (things) ... go well ... are comely in going. As the former examples inculcated prudence and skill, so the four following inculcate steadfast and fearless progress in our right undertakings.

  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Proverbs 30:30

A lion ... turneth not away for any - Hebrew 'from the presence of any;' i.e., for fear of any (cf. Job 39:22). (Aristotle, 'Histoire,' ix. 44), says of the lion, 'It never flees nor trembles; but though it be forced to retire because of the multitude, yet it retreats slowly, step by step.' 
  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Proverbs 30:31

(1) A greyhound - Hebrew, one girt in the loins. (Gesenius) explains a war horse with its ornamental trappings on the loins, 
(2) Such as are depicted in the carvings at Persepolis, 'an accoutered chariot horse' 
(3) The Chaldaic, Syriac, Arabic Septuagint, and Vulgate take it, 'a cock;' not probably; as 'girt in the loins' thus has no sense. 
(4) (Kimchi) supports the English version, "a greyhound." having compressed loins. 
(5) A he-goat - the leader of the flock.
(6) A king against whom (there is) no rising up. 
(7) (Pocock, Gesenius, etc), translate the Hebrew, 'alquwm (OT: 510), from the Arabic, 'a king with whom is his people.' 
(8) So the Septuagint Syriac, and Chaldaic. 
(9) But these old versions doubtless read for 'against whom,' or 'with him' [`imow (OT: 5973)], 'his people' 
(10) And though the Arabic article is found in Hebrew, kum is not found in the sense people.

(11) The authority of the Hebrew commentators supports the English version.

               (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
30:32-33: Avoid strife. If you are arrogant or scheming, at least keep your mouth shut. Just as squeezing (or “churning”) milk or a nose produces butter or blood, so does squeezing someone’s patience produce conflict. There is wordplay in verse 33: Hebrew “af,” nose, also means “anger” in certain idioms and the Hebrew “apayim,” patience, also means “nose.”      [Jewish Study Bible]

If you have been scandalously arrogant,

If you have been a schemer, 
Then clap your hand to your mouth. Proverbs 30:32 Tanakh Hebrew Text

As milk under pressure produces butter,

And a nose under pressure produces blood,

So patience under pressure produces strife.  Proverbs 30:33 Tanakh Hebrew Text
PROVERBS LESSON THIRTY

Another proverb, the last of Agur's "Words" which exhorts to thoughtful, discreet demeanor, here follows the proverb of self-conscious, grave deportment:

32 
If thou art foolish in that thou exalt thyself, 

Or in devising, put thy hand to thy mouth!

33 
For the pressure on milk bringeth forth butter,

And pressure on the nose bringeth forth blood,

And pressure on sensibility bringeth forth altercation.

(1) Note: Yet the (Talmud, Nidda 27a), derives another moral rule from this proverb, 
(2) For it interprets zaamam (OT: 2161) in the sense of zªmam = chaacam, to tie up, to bridle, to shut up, 
(3) But nblt 'm in the sense of "if thou hast made thyself despicable," as Löwenstein has done.), 
(4) If thou arrogantly, and with offensive words, wilt strive with others, then keep thyself back, and say not what thou hast in thy mind. 
(5) There are cases where a man, who raises himself above others, appears as a fool, and indeed acts foolishly; 
(6) But there are also other cases, when the despised has a reason and an object for vindicating his superiority, his repute, his just claim: 
(7) When, as we say, he places himself in his right position, and assumes importance; the poet here recommends, to the one as well as to the other, silence. (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
Proverbs 30:32

a. If thou hast done foolishly (or, hast been foolish) in lifting up thyself - through pride and insolence.

b. The following clause -- If thou hast thought evil - or hast devised evil, implies that the action supposed is one begun, not completed. 
c. (Lay) thine hand upon thy mouth - (Job 21:5; 40:4.) 
d. Abstain from all excuse or defense of the past; 
e. And curb thyself in silence from speaking 
f. And still more from going on to do that evil, which thou thought. (Jamieson, Fausset, Brown)
Proverbs 30:33

Surely the churning of milk bringeth forth butter, and the wringing of the nose ... blood; so the forcing of wrath ... strife. As constant and violent agitation of milk brings forth butter, and the compression of the nose blood, wherein is the life, so the agitation of with brings forth strife. The wise way is (Proverbs 30:32), "Lay thine hand upon thy mouth."

                                              Thus ends the words of Agur. Paul the Learner
Remember that in the Hebrew Scriptures there are:
1. Word Plays

2. Figures of Speech

These you will not find in our English translations, only in the Hebrew text.

  Paul the Learner
PROVERBS LESSON THIRTY-ONE

Proverbs 31:1-9

31:1 The Words of King Lemuel's Mother the words of King Lemuel, the utterance, which his mother taught him: 

2 What, my son? And what, son of my womb? And what, son of my vows? 3 Do not give your strength to women, nor your ways to that which destroys kings. 4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, It is not for kings to drink wine, nor for princes intoxicating drink, 5 lest they drink and forget the law, and pervert the justice of all the afflicted. 6 Give strong drink to him who is perishing, and wine to those who are bitter of heart. 7 Let him drink and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more. 8 Open your mouth for the speechless, in the cause of all who are appointed to die. 9 Open your mouth judge righteously,

And plead the cause of the poor and needy. NKJV
31:1-9 Lemuel’s mother. 

a. Like Agur (30:1), Lemuel is from the North Arabian nation of Massa. 

b. The present passage has several Aramaisms and probably is foreign in origin. 

c. Though the passage is called “words of Lemuel,” meaning a teaching he would repeat, it was composed by his mother. (See 1:8 – 19n). 
d. This unit and the next (31:10-31) share the theme of a wise mother. 

e. The passage is an instruction for a king, showing a fine sense of social responsibility. 

f. In the first part, verses 3-7, Lemuel’s mother first admonishes her son to avoid dissipating his strength on wine and women, 

g. For wine may make him forget his duties to the poor and women waste his strength. 

h. Rather, one should give strong drink or wine to the poor, to let them drown their troubles in alcohol. 

i. The warning about women is countered by the book’s concluding poem in vv. 10-31. 

j. In the second part (vv. 8-9), Lemuel’s mother exhorts him to give justice to the needy. 

   [Jewish Study Bible]
‘The words of Lemuel, king of Massa, with, which his mother admonished him:’ 
     Proverbs 31:1 Tanakh Hebrew Text
Superscription:
1 
Words of Lemuel the king, 

The utterance wherewith his mother warned him.

It is a beautiful sign for King Lemuel, and a verification of his name, that it is he himself by whom we receive the admonition with which his mother in her care counseled him when he attained to independent government. 

a. The words of king Lemuel - a figurative name for an ideal model king. 
b. It means 'Devoted to God.' 
c. (Hitzig) fancifully makes Lemuel either brother to Agur, and king of an Arab tribe in Manna, on the borders of Palestine; 
d. And both descended from the Simeonites, who drove out the Amalekites from Mount Seir, under Hezekiah (1 Chronicles 4:24,38-43) 

e. Lemuel being an older form of Nemuel, or Jemuel, Simeon's oldest son. 
(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)
PROVERBS LESSON THIRTY-ONE

31:1
His mother taught him - as Lois and Eunice taught Timothy (2 Timothy 1:5; 3:15-16).

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

Solomon was the royal seed in the line of Him Who is King of kings and Lord of lords. The Talmud say (reference Avoth d’ Rab. Nathan, c. 39): “Solomon was called by six names: Solomon, Jedidiah, Koheleth, Son of Jakeh, Agur, and Lemuel.”    The Companion Bible by Baxter
Remember is the study of Scriptures as interpreted by man, you will find many different ideals, based on the Scriptures, and they will all look as true, but they all can not be right, so you must decide, which one is truth.      Paul the Learner
No, my son!
No, O son of my womb!

No, O son of my vows!  Proverbs 31:2 Tanakh Hebrew Text
They begin with a question which maternal love puts to itself with regard to the beloved son whom she would advise:

2 
What, my son? And what the son of my womb? 

And what, O son of my vows?
(1) The question, which is at the same time a call, is like a deep sigh from the heart of the mother concerned for the welfare of her son, 
(2) Who would say to him what is beneficial, and say it in words, which strike and remain fixed. 
(3) He is indeed her dear son, the son whom she carries in her heart, the son for whom with vows of thanksgiving she prayed to God; 
(4) And as God gave her him, so to His care she commits him. 
(5) The name "Lemuel" is, as we interpret it, like the anagram of the fulfillment of the vows of his mother. (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
Proverbs 31:2

a. What, my son: and what, the son of my womb (for whom I have borne such throes, and whom therefore, I so intensely love)? 
b. And what. The thrice-repeated interrogation implies the strength of the mother's feelings:

c. What am I to say to thee? 
d. With what precepts can I sufficiently instruct thee, so that thou mayest be truly wise and happy as a king? 
e. Words fail to express all I feel in respect to thee.
f. The son of my vows? 

g. The son granted to my prayers, like Samuel; and therefore, as thy name, Lemuel, implies (note; Proverbs 31:1), consecrated to God (1 Samuel 1:11, 27-28). 
h. A mother's pleadings with her son are likely then to be most effectual when she has first pleaded with God for him.  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
PROVERBS LESSON THIRTY-ONE

Do not give your strength to women,
Your vigor literally “ways” to those who destroy kings. (Meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain)

  Proverbs 31:3 Tanakh Hebrew Text

‘Give not your wealth to women; nor your understanding and your life for that, which will bring sorrow.’ Proverbs 31:3 LXX (285 BC)
The first admonition is a warning against effeminizing sensuality:
3              Give not thy strength to women,

Nor thy ways to them that destroy kings.

(1) By this reading, 3b would mediate the transition to v. 4; 
(2) And that the mother refers to the immorality, the unseemliness, and the dangers of a large harem, 
(3) Only in one brief word (3a), cannot seem strange, much rather it may be regarded as a sign of delicacy. 
(4) To the whole conduct of the king, the warning is that he should not regulate his conduct in dependence on the love and the government of women. 
(5) But whoever will place him amid the revelry of lust, is wont to intoxicate him with ardent spirits; 
(6) And he, who is thus intoxicated, is in danger of giving reins to the beast within him. 
(7) Hence there now follows a warning against drunkenness. (Keil and Delitzsch)
Proverbs 31:3

Give not thy strength unto women ... which destroyed kings - (Proverbs 5:9.) A snare to kings especially, because their power gives them impunity in lust. Solomon by this sin caused the rending of his kingdom (1 Kings 11:11; cf. Job 31:9-12).  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Wine is not for kings, O Lemuel,

Not for kings to drink,

Nor any strong drink for princes, Proverbs 31:4 Tanakh Hebrew Text

Lest they drink and forget what has been ordained,

And infringe on the rights of the poor. Proverbs 31:5 Tanakh Hebrew Text
4 
It is not for kings, O Lemuel, 

Not for kings to drink wine,

Not for rulers to ask for intoxicating drink;

5 
Lest he drink, and forget what is prescribed,

And pervert the right of all the children of want.

(a) There is in reality nothing to be supplied; but as 4a says that the drinking of wine ought not to characterize kings, so 4b, that "Where is mead?" 

(b) (This eager inquiry after mead ‘strong drink’) ought not to characterize rulers. 
(c) Why not? 
PROVERBS LESSON THIRTY-ONE

31:4-5
(d) Verse 5 says that the prince, being a slave to drink, may not forget that, which is lawfully right, and may not alter the righteous cause of the miserable, 
(e) Who cry against their oppressors, i.e., may not handle falsely the facts of the case, and give judgment contrary to them.  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
Proverbs 31:4, 5
1. (It is) not for kings ... to drink wine. 
2. Let all intoxicating drink be put away from kings. 
3. The reason follows: 
4. Lest they drink, and forget the law - (cf. Proverbs 20:1; Ecclesiastes 2:3) 
5. Kings do not need it in ordinary health, and their abstinence from it sets a good example in their elevated position. 
6. This sanctions entire abstinence in cases where a greater good is gained by it than by the use of it.

7. See the bad effects of drinking in the case of Elah (1 Kings 16:8-9); Ben Hadad (1 Kings 20:16); Belshazzar (Daniel 5:24; cf. Hosea 7:5; Isaiah 28:7; 56:12; Ephesians 5:18).
8. Lest they ... pervert (literally, change) the judgment of any of the afflicted -literally, of all the sons of affliction. (Jamieson, Fausset, and, Brown Commentary)
Give strong drink to the hapless
And wine to the embittered. Proverbs 31:6 Tanakh Hebrew Text

Let them drink and forget their poverty,

And put their troubles out of mind. Proverbs 31:7 Tanakh Hebrew Text
Wine is better suited for those who are in a condition to be timorously helped over which, is refreshment to them.

6 
Give strong drink to him that is perishing, 

And wine to those whose soul is in bitter woe,
7 
Let him drink and forget his poverty,

And let him think of his misery no more.

(a) The preparation of a potion for malefactors who were condemned to death was, on the ground of these words of the proverb, cared for by noble women in Jerusalem, reference (Sanhedrin 43a); 
(b) Jesus rejected it, because He wished, without becoming insensible to His sorrow, to pass away from the earthly life freely and in full consciousness, Mark 15:23. 
(c) Wine rejoices the heart of man, Psalms 104:15, and at the same time raises it for the time above oppression and want, and out of anxious sorrow, 
(d) Wherefore it is soonest granted to them, and in sympathizing love ought to be presented to them by whom this beneficent influence is to be wished for. 
(e) The ruined man forgets his poverty, 
(f) The deeply perplexed his burden of sorrow; 
(g) The king, on the contrary, is in danger from this cause of forgetting what the law required at his hands, viz., in relation to those who need help, to whom especially his duty as a ruler refers.

(Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
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Proverbs 31:6

Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and ... unto those ... of heavy hearts. The use of wine is not as a continual beverage, but as a cordial and restorative where stimulants are needed (Judges 9:13; Luke 10:34; 1 Timothy 5:23). (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Proverbs 31:7

Let him drink, and forget his poverty. Cause him, by the wine, which thou give him (not in excess, but in moderation), to "forget" his sorrow, instead of thyself by wine 'forgetting the law' (Proverbs 31:5).
  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Speak up for the dumb,

For the rights of the entire unfortunate. Proverbs 31:8 Tanakh Hebrew Text

Speak up judge righteously,

Champion the poor and the needy. Proverbs 31:9 Tanakh Hebrew Text

8 
Open thy mouth for the dumb, 

For the right of all the children of leaving;

9 
Open thy mouth judge righteously,

And do right to the poor and needy.

a. He is called dumb who suffers the infirmity of dumbness, is he who suffers the infirmity of blindness or lameness, not here figuratively; 
b. At the same time, he who, on account of his youth, or on account of his ignorance, or from fear, cannot speak before the tribunal for himself. 
c. That is a king of a right sort, who directs his high function as a judge, so as to be an advocate procurator for the helpless of his people. (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
Proverbs 31:8

1. Open thy mouth for the dumb - i.e., for those who cannot defend themselves in the courts of justice.
2. In the cause of all such as are appointed to destruction - literally, 'the sons of passing away.'

3. (Maurer), 'the sons of abandonment,' or orphanage - i.e., sons left orphans by their deceased parents; Hebrew, benee chaloph. 
4. Imitate God who is peculiarly the Patron of the widow and the orphan.

(Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Proverbs 31:10-31
10 The Virtuous Wife 

Who can find a virtuous wife? For her worth is far above rubies. 11 The heart of her husband safely trusts her; so he will have no lack of gain. 12 She does him good and not evil all the days of her life. 

13 She seeks wool and flax, and willingly works with her hands. 14 She is like the merchant ships,

She brings her food from afar. 15 She also rises while it is yet night, and provides food for her household and a portion for her maidservants. 16 She considers a field and buys it; from her profits she plants a vineyard. 17 She girds herself with strength, and strengthens her arms. 
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18 She perceives that her merchandise is good, and her lamp does not go out by night. 19 She stretches out her hands to the distaff, and her hand holds the spindle. 20 She extends her hand to the poor, yes; she reaches out her hands to the needy. 21 She is not afraid of snow for her household, for all her household is clothed with scarlet. 22 She makes tapestry for herself; her clothing is fine linen and purple. 23 Her husband is known in the gates, when he sits among the elders of the land. 24 She makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies sashes for the merchants. 25 Strength and honor are her clothing; she shall rejoice in time to come. 26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, and on her tongue is the law of kindness. 27 She watches over the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness. 28 Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: 29 "Many daughters have done well, But you excel them all." 30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, but a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised. 31 Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates. NKJV
31:10 Who can find…? This heading is the Figure of Speech called Erotesis; or, Interrogating. The asking of questions, not for information, or for an answer. The twenty-two verses, which follow each begin with the twenty-two successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet. This is to emphasize the great lesson King Solomon was to learn Note the warnings against foreign women, which, alas! Solomon failed to heed. This is why the book closes with the eulogy of the model Israelitish matron. 
31:10-31 THE MODEL WOMAN  (Extended Alternation.)

A  31:10-12.  Her husband.

  B  31:13-19    Her occupation.

    C    31:20        Her character. Bounty.

       D     31:21       Her household.

          E      31:22       Herself. Without.

A  31:23.        Her husband.

  B   31:24, 25   Her occupation.

    C    31:26         Her character. Wisdom.
       D    31:27, 28   Her household.

          E     31:29-31    Herself. Within.

Virtuous. The English use of this word limits it to one kind of excellence. The meaning of the Hebrew is wider: hayil = strong in all moral qualities. Ruth is the only one so called in the Old Testament. May it not be that we have here Bathsheba’s or Solomon’s (and David’s) commendation of Ruth?

  The Companion Bible by Baxter 
[General Information - 31:10-31: The woman of strength]. 

(a) So far, the book of Proverbs has been devoted to inculcating the ideal of a wise man. 

(b) It now concludes with a poem describing a wise woman, praising her energy, her economic talents, and her personal virtues. 

(c) This is not one specific woman but an ideal, a paragon of female virtues.
(d) These virtues are essentially shared by the ideal man described elsewhere. 

(e) She is a proud and splendid woman, mistress of a prosperous manor. 
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(f) Contrary to a common notion of woman’s status in the ancient world, this woman has considerable independence in interacting with outsiders 
(g) And conducting business, even in acquiring real estate.
(h) This allows her husband to spend his time sitting in the city gates, presumably conducting civic business and serving as a judge. 
(i) Some commentators have interpreted the passage as an allegory, with the wise woman representing wisdom itself. 
(j) But this woman has a husband and children and is very much a human being, though an ideal one. 
(k) The poem is traditionally recited by Jewish men to their wives on Sabbath evening, before the Kiddush (the sanctification of the Sabbath over wine). 
(l) It is also often recited at funerals of women. 
(m) The poem is an acrostic [using Hebrew letters before each section], with each line beginning with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet in sequence.          [The Jewish Study Bible]
31:10: 

(1) What a rare find lit. “Who can find,” as in 20:6
(2) This is an exclamation of value, not of rarity. Compare 18:22; 19:14. 
(3) Capable wife, Hebrew “eshet hayil,” is commonly translated “woman of valor.”
(4) “Woman of strength” could be a better translation. 
(5) The Hebrew word “hayil” refers to strength of all sorts, whether in physical or military prowess, in social influence, in wealth, or in personal ethical and intellectual powers, as here. 
(6) Beneath all this woman’s virtues and talents lies a deep and solid strength of character.                                                                               [The Jewish Study Bible]

‘What a rare find is a capable wife! 
Her worth is far beyond that of rubies.’ Proverbs 31:10 Tanakh Hebrew Text
Proverbs 31:10

(1) The admonitions of a faithful mother are followed by words in praise of a virtuous wife; the poet praises them through all the praedicamenta, 

(2) All the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet. 
(3) The artificialness of the order, says (Hitzig), proves that the section belongs to a proportionally late age. 
(4) But if, as he himself allows, even a Davidic psalm, viz., Psalms 9-10, is constructed acrostically, then from this, 
(5) That they’re the acrostic design is not so purely carried out as it is here in this ode, no substantial proof can be drawn for the more recent origin of the latter. 
(6) Biblical moral instruction, which is here presented to us! 
(7) Such a woman's mirror is nowhere else found. 
(8) The housewife is depicted here as she ought to be; the poet shows how she governs and increases the wealth of the house, 
(9) And thereby also advances the position of her husband in the common estimation, 
(10) And he refers all these, her virtues and her prudence, to the fear of God as their root.

       (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
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Verse 10. A wife, such as she ought to be, is a rare treasure, a good excelling all earthly possession:

10 
[Aleph - a]' A virtuous woman, who findeth her!

She stands far above pearls in worth.

a. In ancient Jerusalem, when one was married, they were wont to ask: 
b. Mwts' 'w mts', i.e., has he found? 
c. Thus as is said at Proverbs 18:22, or at Ecclesiastes 7:26. 
d. A virtuous woman braves Weib is not found by every one, she is found by comparatively few.

e. In 10b there is given to the thought, which underlies the question a synonymous expression.

f. (Fleischer) rightly:
g. The second clause, if not in form yet in sense, runs parallel to the first. 
h. (Meeker designates the price for, which such a woman is sold, and thus is purchasable), not without reference to this, 
i. That in the Orient a wife is obtained by means of mohar (OT: 4119 a price - dowry), for, which a wife of the right kind is gained, is raachowq (OT: 7350), placed further, 

j. Is more difficult to be obtained, than pearls (vid. regarding "pearls" at Proverbs 3:15), i.e., than the price for such precious things.
k. The poet thereby means to say that such a wife is a more precious possession than all earthly things, which are precious, and that he who finds such a one has to speak of his rare fortune.

l. The reason for this is now given: (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
Note: I can testify that I have found such a one and I thank God for her.         Paul the Learner
Her husband puts his confidence in her,

And lacks no good thing.  31:11 Tanakh Hebrew Text
11 
[Beth - b] The heart of her husband doth trust her,

And he shall not fail of grain.

(1) There is here meant the gain, profit, which the housewife is the means of bringing in (cf. Psalms 78:13). 
(2) The heart of her husband can be at rest, it can rest on her whom it loves-he goes after his calling, perhaps a calling, which though weighty and honorable, brings in little or nothing; 
(3) But the wife keeps the family possessions scrupulously together, and increases them by her laborious and prudent management, 
(4) So that there is not wanting to him gain, which he properly did not acquire, but which the confidence he is justified in reposing in his wife alone brings to him. 
(5) She is to him a perpetual spring of nothing but good.  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
She is good to him, never bad,

All the days of her life. Proverbs 31:12 Tanakh Hebrew Text
12 
[Gimel -g] She doeth good to him, and not evil,

All the days of her life;
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Note: incase you are wondering about the letter in front of each verse, they correspond to the Hebrew letter of the alphabet. Example verse 10 = Aleph, verse 11 = Beth, verse 12 = Gimel, verse 13 = Daleth, etc, this continues to the last one Tau.    Paul the Learner
Proverbs 31:10-31

a. The praises of a virtuous woman; forming a Hebrew acrostic. 
b. The 22 years begin with the several 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet consecutively; (M. Henry) calls it, 'a locking-glass for ladies.' 
c. Lemuel's "mother" (Proverbs 31:1) suggested the model of "a virtuous woman" - Hebrew, chail: brave, strenuous, good. 
d. Who can find?  
e. It is a rare treasure (Ecclesiastes 7:28).  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Verse 11. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her - he can with implicit confidence leave to her the management of his household concerns, and devote himself to his public and weightier duties. Confidence reposed makes good wives the more diligent in their duties. Husband and wife should each attend to their distinct spheres. So that he shall have no need of spoil - he shall have no need to go forth to war for spoil; because his wife shall supply all that ministers to home comforts and elegancies.

  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Verse 12. She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life - not merely the first month, and the first year, as too often happens, but at all times, in sickness, adversity, and old age.

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

She is far from ever doing him evil, she does him only good all her life long; her love is not dependent on freaks; it rests on deep moral grounds, and hence derives its power and purity, which remain ever the same. The poet now describes how she disposes of things:

‘She looks for wool and flax, 

And set her hand to them with a will.’ Proverbs 31:13 Tanakh Hebrew Text
13 
[Daleth - d] She cares for wool and flax,

And worketh these with her hands' pleasure.

(a) Thus wool and flax come into view as the material of work, which she cares to bring in; and wata`as (OT: 6213) signifies the work itself, following the creation of the need of work. 
(b) (Hitzig) translates the second line: 
(c) She works at the business of her hands.  
(d) Which it gains in the same way as we say business, affair, of any object of care
(e) The scarcely established meaning presents itself, that she shows herself active in that, which she has made the business of her hands.
(f) The following proverb praises the extent of her housewifely transactions: (Keil & Delitzsch)
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She is like a merchant fleet,

Bringing her food from afar.  Proverbs 31:14 Tanakh Hebrew Text
14 
[He – h] She is like the ships of the merchant - 

Bringeth her food from afar.

(a) She is like merchant ships, she has the art of such ships as sail away and bring wares from a distance, are equipped, sent out, and managed by an enterprising spirit; 
(b) So the prudent, calculating look of the brave wife, directed towards the care and the advancement of her house, goes out beyond the nearest circle; 
(c) She descries also distant opportunities of advantageous purchase and profitable exchange, and brings in from a distance what is necessary for the supply of her house, 
(d) Or, mediately, what yields this supply, for she finds that source of gain she has espied. 
(e) With this diligence in her duties she is not a long sleeper, who is not awakened till the sun is up; but  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
She rises while it is still night,

And supplies provisions for her household,

The daily fare of her maids.  Proverbs 31:15 Tanakh Hebrew Text
15 
[Vav – v or w] She rises up while it is yet night,

And giveth food to her house,

And the fixed portion to her maidens.

(1) Early, ere the morning dawns, such a housewife rises up, because she places care for her house above her own comfort, or rather, because this care is to her a satisfaction and a joy. 
(2) Since now the poet means without doubt to say that she is up before the other inmates of the house, especially before the children, though not before the maids: 
(3) We have not, to think that the inmates of the house, all in the morning night-watch, stand round about her, and that each receives from her a portion for the approaching day; 
(4) But that she herself, early, whilst yet the most are asleep, gives out or prepares the necessary portions of food for the day. 
(5) This industry-a pattern for the whole house-this punctuality in the management of household matters, secures to her success in the extension of her household wealth: (Keil & Delitzsch)
She sets her mind on an estate and acquires it,

She plants a vineyard by her own labors.  Proverbs 31:16 Tanakh Hebrew Text
16 
[Zain – z] She seeketh a field and getteth possession of it,
Of the fruit of her hands she planted a vineyard.

a. The field, which she considers, towards, which her wish and her effort are directed, is perhaps not one beyond those, which she already possesses, 
b. But one, which has hitherto been wanting to her family; for the poet has, after v. 23, an inhabitant of a town in his eye
c. A woman, whose husband is not a landlord, but has a business in the city. 
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31:16
d. The perfects, as a fundamental verbal form, are here the expression of the abstract present: 
e. She plants a vineyard, for she purchases vines from the profit of her industry (Isaiah 7:23, cf. Proverbs 5:2). 
f. The poet has this augmented household wealth in his eye, for he continues:

   (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
She girds herself with strength,

And performs her tasks with vigor, literally “And exerts her arms.” Proverbs 31:17 Tanakh Text
17 
[Cheth – ch] She girded her loins with strength,

And moves vigorously her arms.

1. Strength is as the girdle, which she wraps around her body (Psalms 93:1).
2. Thus girded with strength, out of this fullness of strength she makes firm or steels her arms (cf. Psalms 89:22). 
3. The produce of the field and vineyard extend far beyond the necessity of her house; thus a great portion is brought to sale, 
4. And the gain thence arising stimulates the industry and the diligence of the unwearied woman.

   (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)

She sees literally “tastes” that her business thrives,

Her lamp never goes out at night.  Proverbs 31:18 Tanakh Hebrew Text 
18 
[Teth – t] She perceives that her gain is good,
And her light goeth not out at night.

A. She comes to find (taste) how profitable her industry is by the experience resulting from the sale of its product: 
B. The corn, the grapes, and the wine are found to be good, and thus her gain (cf. Proverbs 3:14) is better, this opened new source of nourishment productive. 
C. This spurs on her active industry to redoubled effort, and at times, when she is not fully occupied by the oversight of her fields and vineyard,
D. She has another employment over, which her light goes not out till far in the night. 
E. Balayªlaah (OT: 3915 night) is, as at Lamentations 2:19. 
F. What other business it is to, which she gives attention till in the night, is mentioned in the next verse. (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
31:19: Distaff and spindle, implements used in hand spinning of flax or wool. Providing cloth for a household would require incessant spinning.  [Jewish Study Bible]

She set her hand to the distaff,
Her fingers work the spindle.  Proverbs 31:19 Tanakh Hebrew Text
19 
[Yod – y in the English there is no equivalent letter so you see [‘]  
She putteth her hand to the rock Spinnrocken,
And her fingers lay hold on the spindle.

PROVERBS LESSON THIRTY-ONE




SECTION THREE

31:19
1. She applies herself to the work of spinning, and performs it with skill. 
2. (Luther) not misled thereby, translates with unusual excellence: 
3. She stretches her hand to the rock, and her fingers grasp the spindle.
4. The spinning wheel is a German invention of the 16th Century, but the rock standing on the ground, or held also in the hands, the spindle and the whorl are more ancient. 
5. (Note: In the "marriage of Peleus and Thetis," Catullus describes the work of the Fates: 
6. "Their hands are ceaselessly active at their never-ending work; while the left holds the rock, surrounded with a soft fleece, 
7. The right assiduously draws the thread and forms it with raised fingers; then it swiftly turns the spindle, with the thumb stretched down, and swings it away in whirling circles.”)
8. That, which impels the housewife to this labor is not selfishness, not a narrow-hearted limitation of her care to the circle of what is her own, but love, which reaches out far beyond this circle:

                   (Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament)
Verse 13. She seeketh wool ... - she does not wait until her husband procures for her, or forces on her, these materials for work, as if she were reluctant: for she "worketh willingly with her hands". Worketh willingly with her hands. (Maure) translates daarªshaah (OT: 1875), 'she handles.' Even princely women in primitive days did household work (Genesis 18:6; 27:14). (Jamieson, Fausset, Brown)
Verse 14. She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar - she, with the produce of her industry buys necessaries and comforts for her household, as merchant ships barter goods exported from home for foreign goods to be imported. (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown commentary)
Verse 15. She ... giveth meat to her household and a portion (their allowance; Proverbs 30:8; or rather, their task or work for the day) to her maidens. The standard here held before women to aim toward is not that of a religious recluse, in an unnatural state of monastic asceticism, under pretext of superior sanctity; but one diligent in every household duty, economical and yet liberal, faithful and loving as a wife and a mother, and having the fear of the Lord the basis of all.
  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Verse 16. 
(a) She considered (as to buying) a field, and buys it. 
(b) Not only sloth, but also rashness is forbidden. 
(c) The wise 'count the cost,' whether the article on sale is worth the price, and whether they can afford it. 
(d) So spiritually (Luke 14:28).
(e) She not merely considers about things, but she does them, not vacillating, with female inconstancy. 
(f) With the fruit of her hand she planted (feminine) a vineyard. 
(g) Her husband planted a vineyard by help of the means, which are the produce of her toil. 
(h) She does not plant it herself, as her sphere is within doors not outside. 
(i) She seeks necessaries before luxuries.  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
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Verse 17. She girded her loins with strength. - Putting forth all her might to what she undertakes. The loins were girded for active service (Exodus 12:11; 1 Kings 18:46; Job 38:3). And strengthened her arms - not merely touching her work with the tips of her fingers, but using her arms, and not shrinking from hard labour.  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Verse 18. She perceives (by happy experience; literally, she tastes) that her merchandise is good - that success attends her labors. The image of merchandise is resumed from Proverbs 31:14. Experience teaches the happy fruits of industry. Therefore, as she rises early, so she works even after nightfall by candlelight. (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Verse 19. She layeth her hands to the spindle - not as many women, whose hands are oftener employed in decorating themselves before the looking-glass, or in fashionable accomplishments, than in what minister's real good to their households.

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

She gives generously to the poor,

Her hands are stretched out to the needy. Proverbs 31:20 Tanakh Hebrew Text
20 
[Capl – k] She holdeth out her hand to the unfortunate,

And stretches forth her hands to the needy.

(1) With sympathy and readiness to help, she presents herself to those who are oppressed by the misfortunes of life as if for an alliance, as if saying: 
(2) Place confidence in me, I shall do whatever I can-there thou hast my hand!  
(3) Here (Hitzig) rightly: 
(4) She stretches out to him both of her hands, that he might grasp them, both of them, or whichever he may. 
(5) She does not throw to him merely a gift from a distance, but above all she gives to him to experience her warm sympathy (cf. Ezekiel 16:49). 
(6) This one verse (20) is complete in itself as a description of character; and the author has done well in choosing such strong expressions, 
(7) For, without this sympathy with misery and poverty, she, so good and trustworthy and industrious, might indeed be pleasing to her husband, but not to God. 
(8) One could almost wish that greater expansion had been given to this one feature in the picture.

(9) But the poet goes on to describe her fruitful activity in the nearest sphere of her calling:

   (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
She is not worried for her household because of snow,

For her whole household is dressed in crimson. Proverbs 31:21 Tanakh Hebrew Text
21 
[Lamed – l] She is not afraid of the snow for her house,
For her whole house is clothed in scarlet.
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31:21
(1) A fall of snow in the rainy season of winter is not rare in Palestine, the Hauran, and neighboring countries, and is sometimes accompanied with freezing cold. 
(2) She sees approaching the cold time of the year without any fear for her house, even though the season bring intense cold; for her whole house, 
(3) I.e., the whole of the members of her family, are shaaniym (OT: 8141 a year) laabush (OT: 3847 put on a garment). 
(4) The scarlet clothing is of wool, which as such preserves warmth, and, as high-colored, appears at the same time dignified (2 Samuel 1:24). 
(5) From the protecting, and at the same time ornamental clothing of the family, the poet proceeds to speak of the bed-places, and of the attire of the housewife:  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
She makes covers for herself,

Her clothing is linen and purple. Proverbs 31:22 Tanakh Hebrew Text
22 
[Mem – m] She prepares for herself pillows,
Linen and purple is her raiment.

A. Only the LXX makes out of it dissa's chlai'nas, lined overcoats. 
B. By Aa`sªtaah-laah it is not meant that she prepares such pillows for her own bed, but that she herself (i.e., for the wants of her house) prepares them. 
C. But she also clothes herself in costly attire. 
D. Sheesh (OT: 8337) is the old name for linen, according to, which the Aramaic translates it by buwts (OT: 948), the Greek by bu'ssos (NT: 1040), vid. (Genesis, pp. 470, 557), 
E. To, which the remark is to be added, that the linen Byssus, according to a prevailing probability, was not a fine cotton cloth, but linen cloth. (Keil & Delitzsch Commentary)

Her husband is prominent in the gates,

As he sits among the elders of the land. Proverbs 31:23 Tanakh Hebrew Text
Now, first, the description turns back to the husband, of the woman who is commended, mentioned in the introduction:

23 
[Nun – n] Well known in the gates is her husband,

Where he sitteth among the elders of the land.

a. Such a wife is, according to Proverbs 12:4 

b. She advances the estimation and the respect in, which her husband is held. 
c. He has, in the gates where the affairs of the city are deliberated upon, a well-known, reputable name; for there he sits, along with the elders of the land, 
d. Who are chosen into the council of the city as the chief place of the land, and has a weighty voice among them.  (Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament)

Remember when you see a Hebrew word [transliterated from the Hebrew to the English letters] you will find the meaning of that Hebrew word in italics.  Paul the Learner
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Verse 20. 
(1) She stretches out her hand to the poor. 
(2) Her industry (Proverbs 31:19) is not merely for self but "that she may have to give to him that needed" (Ephesians 4:28). 
(3) "Stretches out (or, rather, openeth wide) her hand" is a phrase implying prompt and liberal gifts: 
(4) The opposite of shutting the hand (Deuteronomy 15:7-8). 
(5) The end of industry is not to hoard, not to waste on unprofitable trifles and self-indulgence, but to spend in relieving the poor all that is above our personal and family needs. 
(6) As her industry shines forth in acquiring, so her piety and charity in giving. 
(7) How few there are who make this the end of acquiring!
(8) "Her hand ... her hands:" the change of number implies her readiness to help with one hand or with both hands, as the exigency may require. (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown)
Verse 21. 
a. She is not afraid of the snow (the cold of winter) for her household: 
b. For all her household (are) clothed with scarlet. 
c. So far is her family from being without garments to keep out the cold, that they have even more costly garments (cf. Proverbs 31:22). 
d. So the Syriac and Chaldaic read. 
e. The scarlet color suggests the idea of warmth as well as beauty, in contrast to the cold snow.

f. But the, Vulgate translates, as margin, 'double garments' (shªnayim (OT: 8147), for shaaniym (OT: 8144)). 
g. So the Septuagint [dissa], loena), a double garment, as good as two. 

   (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Verse 22. 
A. Her clothing is silk (or fine linen: sheesh) and purple. 
B. She provides for ornament, as well as for necessity:
C. At the same time she attends to the necessary comforts of her household before she thinks of her own gratification. 
D. This shows that the prohibition of costly array (1 Timothy 2:9; 1 Peter 3:3) is leveled against dress being made the instrument of pride and vanity. 
E. The wife here is one in high position. 
F. Each is to dress according to her station. (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Verse 23. Her husband is known (is conspicuous; occupies through her indirect influence a prominent position) in the gates (in the place of justice), when he sitteth among the elders (the senators) of the land His wife's diligence and amiability at home enables him, with undistracted mind, to attend to his public duties in high positions in the State (Proverbs 12:4). 
(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)
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She makes cloth and sells it,

And offers a girdle to the merchant. Proverbs 31:24 Tanakh Hebrew Text
The description, following the order of the letters, now directs attention to the profitable labor of the housewife:

24 
[Samech – s] She prepares body-linen and selleth it,

And girdles doth she give to the Phoenicians.

(a) In the Talmud, cdyn is the sleeping linen; the curtain, the embroidered clothe, but particularly a light smock-frock, as summer costume, which was worn on the bare body (cf. Mark 14:51 f.). 
(b) (Kimchi) explains the word by nightshirt. 

(c) For purple, 22b, is a Phoenician manufacture, and thus, as an article of exchange, can be transferred to the possession of the industrious wife. 
(d) The description is now more inward: (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
She is clothed with strength and splendor,

She looks to the future cheerfully. Proverbs 31:25 Tanakh Hebrew Text
25 
[Ain – e] Strength and honour is her clothing,
Thus she laughed at the future day.

(1) She is clothed with `oz (OT: 5797), strength, i.e., power over the changes of temporal circumstances, which easily shatter and bring to ruin a household resting on less solid foundations;

(2) Clothed with haadaar (OT: 1926), glory, i.e., elevation above that, which is low, little, common, a state in, which they remain who propose to themselves 
(3) No high aim after, which they strive with all their might: 
(4) In other words, her raiment is just pride, true dignity, with, which she looks confidently into the future, 
(5) And is armed against all sorrow and care. (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
The next verse presents one of the most beautiful features in the portrait:

Her mouth is full of wisdom,

Her tongue with kindly teaching. Proverbs 31:26 Tanakh Hebrew Text
26 
[Pe – p] She openeth her mouth with wisdom,

And amiable instruction is on her tongue.

a. When she speaks, then it is wisdom pressing itself from her heart outward, by means of, which she breaks the silence of her mouth. 
b. Instruction, which bears on itself the stamp of such amiability, and is also gracious, 
c. I.e., awakening love, because going forth from love - such instruction she carries, as house-mother (Proverbs 1:8), in her mouth.
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31:26
d. As grace to love; it denotes love showing itself in kindness and gracefulness, particularly condescending love, proceeding from a compassionate sympathy 
e. With the sufferings and wants of men. 
f. Such graceful instruction she communicates now to this and now to that member of her household, for nothing that goes on in her house escapes her observation.

   (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)

She oversees the activities of her household

And never eats the bread of idleness. Proverbs 31:27 Tanakh Hebrew Text
27 
[Tzade – tz] She looketh well to the ways of her house,

And eateth not the bread of idleness.

(1) Her eyes are turned everywhere; she is at one time here, at another there, to look after all with her own eyes; 
(2) She does not suffer the day's work, according to the instructions given, to be left undone, while she folds her own hands on her bosom; 
(3) But she works, keeping an oversight on all sides, and does not eat the bread of idleness, 
(4) But bread well deserved, 
(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)

Verse 24. She ... delivereth girdles unto the merchant - who buy them from her to sell to foreigners.
  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Verse 25. Strength (of mind) and honor (are) her clothing - still better clothing than the material clothing which she makes for the body (Proverbs 31:21-22). She shall rejoice (or laugh) in time to come. She can afford to laugh at fear, because she knows that she is guarded beforehand against all casualties by wise precaution and a good conscience. (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown)
Verse 26. 
(a) She openeth her mouth with wisdom - not talkative and trifling, as most women, but thoughtful and sensible in her words. 
(b) As idleness is the source of talkativeness (1 Timothy 5:13), so industry is its antidote. 
(c) In her tongue is the law of kindness - beneficence and grace. 
(d) "In:" literally, upon - i.e., resting upon her tongue permanently. 
(e) She tempers wisdom with grace, both spiritual and natural. 
(f) Besides words of amiability, she speaks of "the law of grace," the Word of God, the source or a true kindness. 
(g) Godly women should speak not merely of household matters, 
(h) But also of the grace of God, to all within their sphere of influence (2 Timothy 1:5; 3:15; 1 Samuel 2:1; Esther 4:16; cf. Christ's example, Isaiah 50:4; Luke 4:22).

   (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
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Verse 27. She looketh well to the ways of her household - i.e., to her domestic affairs; not going ahead, and busying herself about other people's affairs, but minder own household, narrowly observing their ways, whether they do their duty faithfully, and in the fear of God or not. The bread of idleness - the opposite of "the bread of sorrows" or 'toils' (Psalms 127:2). (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown)
Verse 28. Her children arise up, and call her blessed. When they reach mature age, they bless her for her early training of them. "Arise up" is a phrase for going into public. When they were children they were in privacy, their arising up to go up into public life is the sign of their having reached maturity. "Arise also expresses one an earnestly addressing himself to the discharge of a duty (Joshua 18:4).
  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Verse 29. My daughters have done virtuously, but thou excelled them all - Solomon's or the Spirit's address of commendation to the gracious woman just described. (Jamieson, Fausset, Brown)
Verse 30. 
1. Favor is deceitful - Hebrew is deceitfulness itself
2. "Favor;" i.e., grace in manner and address
3. It soon perishes and gives no solid and lasting satisfaction.
4. Beauty is vain - Hebrew vanity. 
5. It often ministers to pride, indolence, lust, and bad temper. 
6. At best it is fleeting.
7. A woman (that) feareth the Lord she shall be praised.
8. Industry prudence and natural amiability are nothing worth without the fear of the Lord. 
9. Even pagan may have many domestic virtues; but they have not the piety, which is understood as the root of all the virtues of the woman just described.
10. She - and she alone, is deserving of praise.  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)
Verse 31. Give her the fruit of her hands - Solomon's address to men in general: Give her the praises, which she so richly merits.

In the gates - in public places.

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

Her children declare her happy,

Her husband praises her, Proverbs 31:28 Tanakh Hebrew Text
Now begins the finale of this song in praise of the virtuous woman:

28 
[Koph – k] Her sons rise up and bless her,

Her husband (rises up) and praises her.

Her children rise up, like e.g., Jeremiah 26:17, but here, perhaps, with the associated idea of (reverential honor) and bless her that she has on her part brought the house and them to such prosperity, such a position of respect, and to a state where love reigns, and her husband rises up and sings her praise.  (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
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“Many women have done well,

But you surpass them all.” Proverbs 31:29 Tanakh Hebrew Text
29 
[Resh – r] "Many are the daughters who have done bravely,

But thou hast surpassed them all together."

1. Many daughters there have always been who have unfolded ability, but thou my spouse hast raised thyself above them all, i.e., thou art excellent and incomparable. 
2. What now follows is not a continuation of the husband's words of praise (Ewald, Elster, and Löwenstein); 
3. The poet confirms the praise of the husband by referring it to the general ground of its reason:
(Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
Grace is deceptive,

Beauty is illusory;

It is for her fear of the Lord

That a woman is to be praised. Proverbs 31:30 Tanakh Hebrew Text
30 
[Shin – sh] Grace is deceit; and beauty, vanity - 

A wife that feareth Jahve, she shall be praised.

(a) Grace is deceit, because he, who estimates the works of a wife merely by the loveliness of her external appearance, is deceived by it; 
(b) And beauty is vanity, because it is nothing that remains, nothing that is real, but is subject to the law of all material things-transitoriness. 
(c) The true value of a wife is measured only by that, which is enduring, according to the moral background of its external appearance; 
(d) According to the piety, which makes itself manifest when the beauty of bodily form has faded away, 
(e) In a beauty, which is attractive. (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary)
(Note: Vid. the application of v. 30 in Taanith 26b: "Young man," say the maidens, "lift up thine eyes and behold that, which thou choose for thyself! Direct thine eyes not to beauty (nwy), direct thine eyes to the family (mshpchh (OT: 4940)); pleasantness is a deception, etc.") (Keil and Delitzsch)
31:30: Fear of the Lord: This is the culminating virtue of the woman of strength, just as it is wisdom’s starting point (1:7; 9:10) and high point (2:5).  [Jewish Study Bible]

Extol her for the fruit of her hand,

And let her works praise her in the gates. Proverbs 31:31 Tanakh Hebrew Text
31 
[Tau – t] Give to her of the fruit of her hands;

And let her works praise her in the gates!
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31:31
a. The fruit of her hands is the good, which, by her conduct, she has brought to maturity-the blessing, which she has secured for others, 
b. But, according to the promise (Isaiah 3:10), has also secured for her own enjoyment. 
c. The first line proceeds on the idea that, on account of this blessing, she herself shall rejoice. 
d. Give to her something of the fruit of her hands, i.e., recompense it to her, render it thankfully by, which not exclusively a requital in the form of honorable recognition, 
e. But yet this specially, is to be thought of. 
f. Her best praise is her works themselves.  

g. In the gates, i.e., in the place where the representatives of the people come together, and where the people are assembled, her works praise her; 
h. And the poet desires that this may be right worthily done, full of certainty that she merits it, and that they honor themselves who seek to praise the works of such a woman, 
i. Which carry in themselves their own commendation.

(From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)

The end 8/26/04          Paul the Learner

Revised 11/12/06        Paul the Learner

Revised 6/22/11          Paul the Learner
ADDITION:

Now that you have mastered the study of Proverbs lets look at something more modern such as the work of Ben Sira a Jewish teacher who compiled a book of wise sayings and instructions in Hebrew in about 190 BC [BCE].

41 – 42: 1a

1. O [death –literally O to (death) MasSir.], how bitter is the thought of you to the person living at peace in his home, [to the one] who has no stress and is prosperous in everything, and is still vigorous enough to enjoy pleasure! 2. Hail to death, how welcome is [your] sentence to the one who has no might and is failing in strength, the one who stumbles and trips at [everything], devoid of sight and having lost hope. 3. Do not fear death, decreed for you; remember that those who went before and those who come after (share it) with you. 4. This is the end for every [living creature] from God, [so why should you reject the decree of] the Most High? Whether life is for ten, a hundred, or a thousand years, [there are no punishments for life in Sheol]. 5. The children of sinners are an abominable offspring, and a godless progeny is in the dwellings of the wicked. 6. From the children of sinners dominion will be lost, and with their offspring there will be perpetual contempt. 7. Children will blame an ungodly father, for they will suffer disgrace on his account. 8. Woe to you, ungodly people, you who have forsaken the law of the Most High! 9. If you are fruitful, it is by means of calamity; and when you beget them, it is only for sighing. When you stumble, it is for lasting joy; and when you die, it is for a curse. 10. Whatever comes from nothing returns to nothing; so it is with the ungodly: from emptiness to emptiness. 11. People are futile in their bodies, but a virtuous name will never be cut off. 12. Be concerned about your name, since it will remain with you longer than thousands of precious treasures. 13. The good things of life last for a number of days, but the goodness of a name has days without number. 14b Hidden wisdom and unseen treasure – of what use is either?          The Dead Sea Scrolls Bible
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