PSALMS

BOOK 1

INTRODUCTION

Dedicated to those who are hungry to learn more about Jesus Christ and the Holy Scriptures and who are willing to take the time to read and study and see the truth from the Holy Spirit. 












Paul the Learner

A BEGINNING
Manuscript and Massoretic authorities, the Talmud (Ref. Kiddushin 33a) as well as the ancient versions, divide the Psalms in five books. The Midrash on Psalms 1 says, “Moses gave to the Israelites the five books of the Law; and corresponding with these David gave them the five books of the Psalms.”

The Structure of each Psalm being perfect in it, we may well expect to find the same perfection in the arrangement of the five books respectively as well as of the one hundred and fifty Psalms as a whole.

Many attempts have been made from ancient times to discover the reason for the classification of the Psalms under these five books; but none of them is so satisfactory as to preclude this further attempt.

It is certain that the present order in which we have the Psalms is the same as it was when they were in the hands of our Lord, and were quoted repeatedly by Him, and by the Holy Spirit through the Evangelists and Apostles. Indeed, in Acts 13:33, the Holy Spirit by Paul expressly mentions “the second Psalm.” This puts us upon sure ground.

Acts 13:33
33 God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. KJV
There must be a reason therefore why “the second Psalms” is not (for example) the seventy-second; and why the ninetieth (which is the most ancient of all the Psalms, being a prayer of Moses) is not the first.

The similar endings to each book are noted in the Structure of the Book. There are in all seven “Amens,” and twenty-four Hallelujahs. All the latter (except the four in Book 4) are in Book 5.

The relation of the five books of the Pentateuch to each other:

A  GENESIS.  The beginning. All produced by the

A  PSALMS Tehillim. “Praises.” God’s

      Word of God (Gen. 1:3). Israel as a “family”

     purposes and counsels as to His doings

      (Gen. 15:1).

   B  EXODUS. History. Israel emerging from Families          B. PROVERBS. I.e. Rules: Words which

        And Tribes to a Nation. Called “Hebrews” according          governs or rule man’s life. God’s moral

        To their “tongue.”




       Government set forth.

      C  LEVITICUS.  Worship. Jehovah in the midst. He,           C. JOB. “The end of the Lord” shown in

           Israel’s God; and they, His People.                                        Satan’s defeat, and the saint’s deliverance









           From tribulation.

         D NUMBERS. History. Israel now a “Nation,”                      D  CANTICLES.  Virtue rewarded. Read

             Numbered, and blessed, as such (Num. 23:24).                        By the Jews at the Passover: the Feast

             E  DEUTERONOMY. The end. All depending on                   which commemorates the deliverance

                  The Word of Jehovah. Israel regarded as in the
                 from Pharaoh, the Jew’s oppressor.

                  “Land.”

There is more but I will stop here.

Remember when you see A – A or any other letter of the alphabet, it is used only for reference, and can be interchanged for any other letter of the alphabet. It has no other purpose besides that.  Paul the Learner
THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK OF PSALMS AS A WHOLE:

A-1
Psalms 1-41
THE GENESIS BOOK:  CONCERNING MAN.

(1) The counsels of God concerning man. All blessing bound up in obedience (compare Ps. 1:1 & Gen. 1:28).

(2) Obedience is man’s “tree of Life” (compare Ps. 1:3 & Gen. 2:16).

(3) Disobedience brought ruin (compare Ps. 2 with Gen. 3).

(4) The ruin repaired only by the Son of Man in His atoning work as the seed of the woman (compare Ps. 8 & Gen. 3:15).

This book concludes with a Benediction and double Amen.

Ps 41:13

13 Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen and Amen.

KJV


B-1
Psalms 42-72
THE EXODUS BOOK:  CONCERNING ISRAEL AS A NATION.
(1) The counsels of God concerning Israel’s Ruin, Israel’s Redeemer, and Israel’s Redemption. (Ex. 15:13)

(2) Compare Ps. 68:4 with Ex. 15:3, “JAH.”

(3) It begins with Israel’s cry for deliverance, and ends with Israel’s king reigning over the redeemed nation.

This book concludes with a Benediction and a double Amen.

Ps 72:19
19 And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen.

KJV



C-1
Psalms 73-89
THE LEVITICUS BOOK:  CONCERNING THE SANCTUARY.
(1) The counsels of God concerning the Sanctuary in its relation to man, and the Sanctuary in relation to Jehovah.

(2) The Sanctuary, Congregation, Assembly, or Zion, &c., referred to in nearly every Psalm.

This book concludes with a Benediction and a double Amen.

Ps 89:52
52 Blessed be the LORD for evermore. Amen and Amen.

KJV

                    D-1 Psalms 90-106   THE NUMBERS BOOK: CONCERNING ISRAEL AND THE

                               NATIONS OF THE EARTH.
(1) The counsels of God concerning the Earth, showing that there is no hope or rest for the Earth apart from Jehovah.

(2) Its figures and similes are from this world as a wilderness (compare the references to mountains, hills, floods, grass, trees, pestilence, &c.).

(3) It begins with the prayer of Moses (the Man of the Wilderness), Ps. 90, and closes with a rehearsal of Israel’s rebellions in the wilderness (Ps. 106).

(4) Note “the New Song” for “all the earth” in Ps. 96:11, where the theme is contained in one sentence which gives an Acrostic, spelling the word “Jehovah:” “Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad” (the initials of the four Hebrew words making this sentence form an acrostic, giving the four letters of the word Jehovah (Y, H, V, H).

This book concludes with a Benediction and Amen, Hallelujah.

Ps 106:48
48 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting: and let all the people say, Amen. Praise you the LORD. KJV
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK OF PSALMS AS A WHOLE CONTINUED:

E-1
Psalms 107-150 THE DEUTERONOMY BOOK: CONCERNING GOD AND HIS WORD.

(1) The counsels of God concerning His Word, showing that all blessings for Man (Book 1), all blessings for Israel (Book 2), all blessings for the Earth and the Nations (Book 4), are bound up with living on the words of God (Deuteronomy 8:3).

(2) Disobedience to Jehovah’s words was the source of Man’s sorrows, Israel’s dispersion, the Sanctuary’s ruin, and Earth’s miseries.

(3) Blessing is to come from that Word written on the heart (cp. Jeremiah 31:33, 34; Hebrews 8:10-12; 10:16, 17).

(4) Psalms 119 is in this book.

(5) The Living Word (John 1:1) began His ministry by quoting Deuteronomy 6:13, 16; 8:3; 10:20 in Matthew 4:4, 7, 10.

(6) The book begins with Psalm 107, and in v. 20 we read, “He sent His Word and healed them,” and it concludes with five Psalms (one for each of the five books), each Psalm beginning and ending with “Hallelujah.”

Psalms 150 

150:1 Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power. 2 Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness. 3 Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp. 4 Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs. 5 Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals.

6 Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise you the LORD. KJV
THE TITLE OF THE BOOK OF PSALMS:

The name given to the Book of Psalms as a whole by the Jews is Tehillim; but it is not recognized by this name in the Book itself.

Our English name “Psalms” is a transliteration of the Greek Title of the Septuagint, “Psalmoi (the word occurs seven times in the New Testament (Luke 20:42; 24:44, Acts 1:20; 13:33; 1 Cor. 14:26; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16), four referring to the Book of Psalms, and the last three to Psalms in general.

Tehillim has, therefore, a wide meaning, and includes all that is worthy of praise or celebration; and, especially the works and ways of Jehovah.

Hence, in this book, we have these works and ways set forth as they relate to the Divine counsels of God, (1) as to Man, (2) as to Israel, (3) as to the Sanctuary, (4) as to the Earth, (5) as to the Word of Jehovah.

The need for this instruction is seen from the other meaning of halal, which in the Hithpael (Hebrew form) and Hithpolel (Hebrew form) means to praise or boast of one’s self, hence to be foolish. Cp. 1 Kings 20:11; Job 12:17; Isa. 44:25 (mad); Prov. 20:14 (as it is foolish to glory in any object except in Jehovah)

This instruction is given concerning God’s ways and works exhibited in the Word of God from the beginning to the end.

QUOTATIONS AS BEING THE DIRECT FULFILMENT OF PROPHECIES IN THE PSALMS:

Ps 22:18

PROPHECY

18 They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.

KJV

John 19:23-24
FULFILMENT

23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout.
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24 They said therefore among themselves; Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, they parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did.  KJV
Ps 34:20

PROPHECY
20 He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken. KJV
John 19:36

FULFILMENT

36 For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, and a bone of him shall not be broken. KJV
Ps 35:19

PROPHECY
19 Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me: neither let them wink with the eye that hates me without a cause. KJV
John 15:25

FULFILMENT
25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, they hated me without a cause. KJV
Ps 41:9

PROPHECY
9 Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me. KJV
John 13:18

FULFILMENT
18 I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.

Acts 1:16
16 Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. KJV
Ps 69:4

PHOPHECY
4 They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head: they that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that which I took not away. KJV
John 15:25

FULFILMENT
25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, they hated me without a cause. KJV
Ps 78:2
           PROPHECY
2 I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: KJV
Matt 13:35
           FULFILLED
35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world. KJV
Ps 97:7
           PROPHECY
7 Confounded be all they that serve graven images that boast themselves of idols: worship him, all ye gods.

KJV

Heb 1:6
           FULFILLED
6 And again, when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, he saith, and let all the angels of God worship him. KJV
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Ps 109:3
          PROPHECY
3 They compassed me about also with words of hatred; and fought against me without a cause.

Ps 119:161
161 Princes have persecuted me without a cause: but my heart standeth in awe of thy word. KJV
John 15:25
         FULFILLED
25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, they hated me without a cause. KJV

ELI, ELI, LAMA SABACHTHANI

My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?

            Ps 22:1
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?  MT. 27:46 KJV
THE BEATITUDES IN THE PSALMS:

The word rendered “blessed” in the “Beatitudes” is not always the Hebrew word “barak,” to bless; but ‘ashrey, happiness’s. Its first occurrence is found in Deuteronomy 33:29. It is the plural of majesty or accumulation, and means “O the happiness’s,” or, “O the great happiness,” or, “O How happy.”

Ashrey occurs twenty-six times in the book of Psalms. It is translated “blessed” nineteen times and “happy” seven times. In the list below, these latter are marked with an asterisk (*).

The following is the complete list:

Pss. 1:1; 2:12; 32:1,2; 33:12; 34:8; 40:4; 41:1; 65:4; 84:4,5,12; 89:15; 94:12; 106:3; 112:1; 119:1,2; 127:5*; 128:1,2*; 137:8*, 9*; 144:15*; 146:5*.

The word is distributed in the five books of the Psalms as follows:

(1) Book 1, eight times.

(2) Book 2, once.

(3) Book 3, four times.





Making twenty-six in all
(4) Book 4, twice.

(5) Book 5, eleven times.

THE ACROSTIC PSALMS:

Question: What is Acrostic?

Answer:    Acrostichion; or, Acrostic (Ps. 119). Repetition of the same or successive letters at the beginnings of words or clauses.

There are nine examples of Acrostics in the Book of Psalms, while eleven other Acrostic Scriptures are found in the Old Testament:

(1) There are five in the Book of Esther, each giving the Divine names in the form of an Acrostic. Here is an example found in Esther 5:4 this is formed by the initial letters, for Jehovah is initiating His action; but the name is spelt forward because He is ruling and causing Esther to act; and take the first step, which was to lead up to so great an end.




Yabo’    Hammelek    VeHaman    Hayyom




Let-come   the-king     and-Haman   this-day
“Let Our Royal Dinner this day be graced by the king and Haman.’

The name of Jehovah (Y, H, V, H) is read in the invitation, intimating that there would be a fourth (God) at that banquet.

In order to find this out, you have to go to the Hebrew Text and not the English.
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(3) One other Divine name is in Psalm 96:11.
(4) One perfect Acrostic is also found in Proverbs 31:10-31.
(5) In the Book of Lamentations, each of the first four chapters is characterized by an Acrostic.

1. Psalms 9 and 10 are linked together by an Acrostic which, like “the times of trouble” (the great tribulation), of which the two Psalms treat, is purposely broken, and is irregular and out of joint. This Acrostic tells us that the subject of the two Psalms is one, and that they are to be connected together.

2. Psalm 25. Here, again, the Acrostic is designedly incomplete, a proof of its genuineness instead of its “corruption.” No writer would or could omit a letter from carelessness. The Psalm has the same phenomena as Psalm 34, where the same letter (Vau =V) is omitted, and the same letter (Pe = P) is duplicated, in the word Padah, “redeem.” The last verse is thus, in each case, made to stand out prominently by itself.

3. Psalm 34. See above on 2.
4. Psalm 37. In this Psalm the series is perfect and complete. Every letter has two verses of two lines each, except three: vv. 7 (Daleth = D), 20 (Kaph = K), and 34 (Koph = K).

5. Psalm 111. In this Psalm the series is complete. The Psalm has twenty-two lines, each line commencing with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet.

6. Psalm 112 is formed on the model of Psalm 111, the two Psalms forming a pair (with the further peculiarity that the first three verses in each Psalm consist of two portions: the last two, of three portions.); Psalm 111 being occupied with Jehovah, and Psalm 112 with the man that reverent Jehovah.

7. Psalm 119. This Psalm consists of twenty-two groups, consisting of eight verses each. The eight verses in each group begin with the same letter (a, b, etc). This is only found in the Hebrew text. For example (Aleph = A), is the first 8 verses, then (Beth = B) and so on.

It is impossible to reproduce this (or any of the other alphabetical Acrostics), seeing that the Hebrew and English alphabets do not correspond, either in equivalent, order, or number of the letters.

8. Psalm 145. In this Psalm the Acrostic is perfect, with the exception of the letter (Nun=N), which should come between vv. 13 and 14. “The Lord is faithful in all His words, and holy in all His works.”

THE AUTHORS NAMED IN THE PSALMS:

1. The Psalms bearing the name of “David” are seventy-tree in all:

(1) Thirty-seven in Book 1 (3,4,5,6,7,8,9,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,27,28,29,30,31,32,34,35,36,37,38,39,40,41).

(2) Eighteen Psalms in Book 2:
(51,52,53,54,55,56,57,58,59,60,61,62,63,64,65,68,69,70).

(3) One in Book 3:
(86).

(4) Two in Book 4:
(101 and 103).

(5) Fifteen in Book 5:
(108,109,110,122,124,131,133,138,139,140,141,142,143,144,145).
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2. The Psalms bearing the name of “Asaph” are twelve in all:

(1) One being in Book 2.
(50).

(2) Eleven in Book 3:
(73,74,75,76,77,78,79,80,81,82,83).

3. The Psalms bearing the name of “the sons of Korah” are eleven in all:

(1) Seven in Book 2:
(42, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49).

(2) Four in Book 3:

(84, 85, 87, 88).

4. The Psalms bearing the name of “Solomon” are two in all:

(1) One in Book 2.

(72).

(2) One in Book 5:
(127).

5. The Psalm bearing the name of “Heman the Ezrahite” is one:

(1) One in Book 3:

(88).

6. The Psalm bearing the name of “Ethan the Ezrahite” is one:

(1) One in Book 3:
(89).

7. The Psalm bearing the name of “Moses the man of God” is one:

(1) One in Book 4:

(90)

In this study of the Psalms, I want to introduce you to figure’s of Speech in the Jewish language. 

In our language we use such words as:

1. Cool – meaning good.

2. Right on – meaning you are correct.

3. What’s up – meaning what is going on in your life?
4. I’m taking off – meaning I am leaving now.              

THE DISPENSATIONAL CHARACTER OF THE PSALMS.

In reading the Book of Psalms, we must constantly bear in mind the character of the Dispensation to which they belong. The word “Dispensation: means “administration:” and God’s principles of administration varied according as man was in a Dispensation of innocence, or mankind was “without Law,” or Israel was “under Law,” or as we are now under grace in this present Dispensation.

God’s principles of administration have varied with each of these: and in the future they will vary yet more: in the coming Dispensation of judgment, and in the Dispensation of millennial glory by which it will be followed.

If we read what pertains to one Dispensation into another that is administered on different lines, we shall have only confusion. Unless they be rightly divided, we shall not find “the truth”
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Acts 17:30
30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commanded all men every where to repent: KJV
2 Tim 2:15
15 Study to shew you approved unto God, a workman that needed not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. KJV
Much of what we read in the Psalms is truth for all time: but, some things are peculiar to that Dispensation of Law, and are neither suitable nor appropriate for the present Dispensation of grace. That is why many readers stumble when they judge “the imprecatory Psalms” from the standpoint of grace. Those Psalms were appropriate for the past Dispensation of works, as they will be for the coming Dispensation of judgment; but they are not appropriate for the present Dispensation, in which God’s administration is on the principles of grace (according to Matthew 5:44-48).

Matt 5:43-48

44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;

45 That ye may be the children of your Father that is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.

46 For if ye love them that love you, what rewards have ye? Do not even the publicans the same?

47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? Do not even the publicans so?

48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as you’re Father that is in heaven is perfect.

KJV

Rom 2:10-16
11 For there are no respect of persons with God.

12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law;

13(For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.

14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves:

15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another ;)

16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.

KJV

It was true, in the former Dispensation of Law, that “when the wicked man turned away from his wickedness, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive” (Ezekiel 18:27). But that is not the way of salvation now.

But that is not the way of salvation now. The Scriptures for this present Dispensation are written and contained in the Pauline Epistles (fulfilling the promise of the Lord in John 16:13); and these declare with one voice that we are not saved by works, but by grace (Rom. 3:23,24; 11:6; Eph. 2:3-9; Titus 3:5-8).
John 16:13
13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. KJV

Rom 3:23-24
23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: KJV
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Rom 11:6
6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. KJV
Eph 2:3-9
3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved ;)

6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. KJV
Titus 3:5-8
5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

8 This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men. KJV
Even so with the “imprecatory Psalms”, and similar expressions in other Psalms: they were true and appropriate for that Dispensation, but are equally inappropriate for this.

Ezek 18:21-25




THE LAW
21 But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die.

22 All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live.

23 Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? Saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, and live?

24 But when the righteous turned away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? All his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die. See Matthew 7:22, 23   something does apply even to us. KJV
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE DIVINE TITLES IN THE FIVE BOOKS OF THE PSALMS:

It may conduce to the completeness of the study of the usage of the Divine Titles, in relation to the Dispensational character of the five books of the Psalms, if we give a connected list. They are given under the Structure of each Book separately.

A comparison of these numbers will show that they correspond with the subject of each Book as exhibited in the Structure prefixed to each Book. When “God” is used, the thought is of the Creator and His creatures. When “Jehovah” is used, it speaks of a Covenant God, in covenant relation with His own People.

1. The Genesis Book

(Psalms 1-41).

(a) Jehovah occurs 279 times.

(b) Elohim only forty-eight (nine of them connected with Jehovah).
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2. The Exodus Book

(Psalms 42-72).

(a) Jehovah occurs only thirty-seven times.

(b) Elohim occurs 262 times (twice in connection with Jehovah).

(c)  El occurs fourteen times.

(c) Jah occurs once.

3. The Leviticus Book
(Psalms 73-89).

(a) In the First Section (A-1) Jehovah occurs only fifteen times.

(b) While Elohim occurs sixty-five times (twice with Jehovah).

(c) In the Second Section (A-2) Jehovah occurs fifty times.
(d) While Elohim occurs only 28 times (four of which are connected with Jehovah).
(e) El occurs five times.
4. The Numbers Book
(Psalms 90-106).

(a) Jehovah occurs 126 times.

(b) Elohim only thirty one times (in ten of which it is combined with Jehovah).

(c)  El occurs six times.

5. The Deuteronomy Book
(Psalms 107-150).

(a) Jehovah occurs 293 times.

(b) Elohim occurs only forty-one times (in four of which it is combined with Jehovah).

©   Jah occurs thirteen times.

(c) El occurs ten times.

(d) Eloah occurs twice.

THE MYSTERY REVEILED: “TO THE CHIEF MUSICIAN”
The key to the interpretation of these words has been lost for over twenty-two centuries. Commentators and critics have confessed that they can make only conjectures as to the primitive meaning and use of the word (for it is only one word in Hebrew) lamenazzeah.

ANSWER
Point One:

The Ancient Versions attempt a rendering. The Sept. (LXX) has eis to telos which means ‘unto, for, or, with a view to the end.’ The Arabic, Ethiopic, and Vulgate render it ‘at the end.’ The Chaldee renders it (Psalm 45) ‘to the praise.’ The Jewish Talmudists hold that it related to Him Who is to come; while the Jewish writer Aquila (one of the Septuagint  revisers, of 130A.D.) renders it “to Nikopoio” which is ‘to the giver of victory.’

Point Two:

It is clear that a Person was intended by these various renderings; but they appear to be interpretations rather than a translation. Regarded as the former, they may be useful in showing us how the Psalms point to Christ; for He is the end. It is He who giveth victory; it is He Who is the Coming One: and, while the book of Psalms is called Sepher Tehillim, the Book of Praises, it is He Who “inhabited the praises of Israel” as Psalms 22:3 states.
Ps 22:3
3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabits the praises of Israel. KJV
Point Three:

All ancient Hebrew manuscripts, with the early and best later printed editions, show no break whatever between the lines of one Psalm and another.
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Point Four:

The Septuagint translators (285B.C.) had been many years in Babylon, and the oldest among them must have been very young when carried away thither. There were none who had full knowledge and experience of the ancient usages of the Temple worship. Consequently, when they came to their task some 197 years after the latest carrying away to Babylon, there was nothing to show them where one Psalm ended and where the next Psalm began. Hence, when they came to the word lamenazzeah, “To the chief Musician,” they took it as being the first line of a Psalm, instead of the last line of the preceding Psalm that they had just translated.

Point Five:

All subsequent Versions, in all languages, have followed them in this mistake. For mistake it was, as we may see from the only two examples of independent Psalms given us in the Scriptures: viz. Isaiah 38:9-20, and Hab. 3.

Isa 38:9-20
9 The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, and was recovered of his sickness: 10 I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of the grave: I am deprived of the residue of my years. 11 I said I shall not see the LORD, even the LORD, in the land of the living: I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants of the world. 12 Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd's tent: I have cut off like a weaver my life: he will cut me off with pining sickness: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 13 I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so will he break all my bones: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 14 Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward: O LORD, I am oppressed; undertake for me. 15 What shall I say? He hath both spoken unto me, and he hath done it: I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul. 16 O Lord, by these things men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit: so wilt thou recover me, and make me to live. 17 Behold, for peace I had great bitterness: but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back. 18 For the grave cannot praise thee, death cannot celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 19 The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day: the father to the children shall make known thy truth. 20 The LORD was ready to save me: therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in the house of the LORD. KJV
Hab 3:1 -19
2 O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy. 3 God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise. 4 And his brightness was as the light; he had horns coming out of his hand: and there was the hiding of his power. 5 Before him went the pestilence, and burning coals went forth at his feet. 6 He stood, and measured the earth: he beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow: his ways are everlasting. 7 I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction: and the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble.

8 Was the LORD displeased against the rivers? Was thine anger against the rivers? Was thy wrath against the sea, which thou didst ride upon thine horses and thy chariots of salvation? 9 Thy bow was made quite naked, according to the oaths of the tribes, even thy word. Selah. Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers. 10 The mountains saw thee, and they trembled: the overflowing of the water passed by: the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his hands on high. 11 The sun and moon stood still in their habitation: at the light of thine arrows they went, and at the shining of thy glittering spear. 12 Thou didst march through the land in indignation; thou didst thresh the heathen in anger. 13 Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for salvation with thine anointed; thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked, by discovering the foundation unto the neck. Selah. 14 Thou didst strike through with his staves the head of his villages: they came out as a whirlwind to scatter me: their rejoicing was as to devour the poor secretly. 15 Thou didst walk through the sea with thine horses, through the heap of great waters.16 When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice: rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble: when he cometh up unto the people, he will invade them with his troops.
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17 Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls:

18 Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. 19 The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. To the chief singer on my stringed instruments. KJV
In each of these isolated Psalms we have the true models on which all other Psalms are based.

In each case we have:

1. The Super-scription, or Title proper.

2. The body of the Psalm itself.

3. The Sub-scription.

In each of these two cases the word lamenazzeah forms the sub-scription, and appears at the end of the Psalm.
HOW WAS THIS DISCOVERED?

This is the key thus discovered by Dr. J.W. Thirtle in his two words on this subject, viz. The Titles of the Psalms: their Nature and Meaning explained (1904), and Old Testament Problems (1907). Both published by Henry Frowde, Oxford Bible Warehouse, London.

The unspeakable importance of Dr. Thirtle’s discovery is at once seen. For it shows two things:

1. That, whatever the interpretation or application of the words may be, a Psalm which had this word in the sub-scription had a use beyond its local, temporary, or original purpose; and, being considered appropriate for public use, or for special occasions, was handed over to the Director of the Temple worship with any instructions that might be necessary for its use.

2. That such word or words of instruction, which today stand in the Septuagint and all subsequent Versions of the Bible as the super-scription, belong, not to that Psalm, but to the sub-scription of the Psalm preceding it.

This, at one stroke, removes the great difficulty, and solves the heretofore insoluble problem and impossible task which all Commentators have experienced, when they struggled in the attempt to find in one Psalm the explanation of words which belong to another.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS WILL GIVE US AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE BOOK OF PSALMS:

1. AIJELETH-SHAHAR (The Day-Dawn).

2. AL ALAMOTH (Relating to maidens).

3. AL-TASCHITH (Destroy not).
4. GITTITH (Winepresses (relating to the Autumn Feast of Tabernacles).

5. HIGGAION (Soliloquy).

6. JEDUTHUN (one of the three directors or chief Musicians).

7. JONATH-ELEM-RECHOKIM (The Dove in the distant Terebinths).

8. LEANNOTH (see number 10 below).

9. MAHALATH (The great Dancing).

10. MAHALATH LEANNOTH (The great Dancing and Shouting).

11. MASCHIL (Understanding or Instruction. (Public).

12. MICHTAM (Engraved).

13. MUTH-LABBEN (The Death of the Champion).

14. NEGINAH (plural of # 15 below).

15. NEGINOTH (singular – Smitings).

16. NEHILOTH (Inheritances, or the Great Inheritance).

17. PSALM (Hebrew Mizmor).

18. SELAH (either to pause or to lift up).
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19. SHEMINITH (The Eighth Division).

20  SHIGGAION (A crying aloud).

21. SHOSHANNIM (Lilies, or, the Spring Festival, Passover).

22. SHUSHAN and SHOSHANNIM EDUTH (Instruction as to the Spring Festival, or the Second Passover.).

23 SONG (words that are to be sung).

From these 23 words will come a greater understanding of the Book of the Psalms. As each word occurs in a Psalm, I will give a complete explanation of its meaning and relation to that Psalm. Every other Psalm that it occurs will only have the reference of the word itself.




Paul the Learner 
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