I Corinthians
Chapter 16
1 Cor 16:1-12

16:1 Collection for the Saints 

Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: 2 On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come. 3 And when I come, whomever you approve by your letters I will send to bear your gift to Jerusalem. 4 But if it is fitting that I go also, they will go with me. 

5 Personal Plans 

(cf. Acts 19:21)

Now I will come to you when I pass through Macedonia (for I am passing through Macedonia). 6 And it may be that I will remain, or even spend the winter with you, that you may send me on my journey, wherever I go. 7 For I do not wish to see you now on the way; but I hope to stay a while with you, if the Lord permits. 

8 But I will tarry in Ephesus until Pentecost. 9 For a great and effective door has opened to me, and there are many adversaries. 

10 And if Timothy comes, see that he may be with you without fear; for he does the work of the Lord, as I also do.  11 Therefore let no one despise him. But send him on his journey in peace, that he may come to me; for I am waiting for him with the brethren. 

12 Now concerning our brother Apollos, I strongly urged him to come to you with the brethren, but he was quite unwilling to come at this time; however, he will come when he has a convenient time. 

NKJV
1 Cor 16:1

Collection for the saints - at Jerusalem (Rom 15:26) and in Judea (Acts 11:29-30; 24:17: cf. 2 Cor 8:4; 9:1, 12). He says "saints," rather than 'the poor,' to remind them that in giving, it is to the Lord's people, their own brethren in the faith. Toward the close of the nation's existence, Judea and Jerusalem were harassed with various troubles, which in part affected the Jewish Christians. 

The community of goods which existed for a time gave temporary relief, but tended ultimately to impoverish all by, paralyzing individual exertion (Acts 2:44), and hence, was soon discontinued. A beautiful fruit of grace it was, that he who had by persecutions robbed many of their all (Acts 26:10) should be foremost in exertions for their relief. 
As all Jews contributed a half shekel to the temple, and after its destruction to the Jews residing in Palestine, so Paul urges contributions in support of the Jewish mother church-the more so, that he might show his conflict was with Judaism, not with Jewish Christians.

As I have given - rather, 'gave order'-namely, during my journey through Galatia (Acts 18:23). The churches of Galatia and Phrygia were the last visited before writing this letter. He was now at Ephesus, and came there immediately from visiting them (Acts 18:23; 19:1). That he had not been silent in Galatia on contributions for the poor appears from the hint in his letter to that church (Gal 2:10) - an undesigned coincidence and mark of genuineness. 
CHAPTER SIXTEEN
He proposes them as an example to the Corinthians, the Corinthians to the Macedonians, the Corinthians and Macedonians to the Romans (Rom 15:26-27; 2 Cor 9:2). There is great force in example.

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

1 Cor 16:1

Now concerning the collection for the saints peri (NT: 4012) de (NT: 1161) tees (NT: 3588) logeias (NT: 3048) tees (NT: 3588) eis (NT: 1519) tous (NT: 3588) hagious (NT: 40). Paul has discussed all the problems raised by the Corinthians. Now he has on his own heart the collection. 

For the saints in Jerusalem (see 2 Cor 8; 9). This word logia (NT:3048) (or logeia (NT:3048)) is now known to be derived from a late verb [logeuoo], to collect, recently found in papyri and inscriptions (Deissmann, Bible Studies, p. 143). 

The word logia (NT: 3048) is chiefly found in papyri, ostraca, and inscriptions that tell of religious collections for a god or a temple (Deissmann, Light from the Ancient East, p. 105). The introduction of this topic may seem sudden, but the Corinthians were behind with their part of it. They may even have asked further about it. Paul feels no conflict between discussion of the resurrection and the collection.
So also do ye houtoos (NT: 3779) kai (NT: 2532) humas (NT: 5209) poieesate (NT: 4160). Paul had given orders dietaxa (NT: 1299) to the churches of Galatia and now gives them like commands. As a matter of fact, they had promised a long time before this (2 Cor 8:10; 9:1-5). Now do what you pledged.
(From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft & Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament. Copyright (c) 1985 by Broadman Press)
Homily 43 - 1 Corinthians 16:1 John Chrysostom AD 400

1 Cor 16:1.

Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I gave order to the Churches of Galatia, so also do ye.

Having completed his discourse concerning doctrines, and being about to enter upon that which belongs rather to morals, he dismisses every thing else and proceeds to the chief of good things, discoursing about alms. Nor does he discuss morals in general, but when he hath treated of this matter alone, he leaves off. 

A thing however obviously unlike what he did every where else; for of alms and of temperance and of meekness and of long-suffering and of all the rest, he treats in the other Epistles in the conclusion. For what reason then doth he handle here this part only of practical morality? 

Because the greater part also of what had been spoken before was of an ethical nature: I mean, where he chastised the fornicator; where he was correcting those who go to law among Gentiles; where he terrified the drunkards and the gluttons; where he condemned the seditious, the contentious, and those who loved to have the preeminence. 

CHAPTER SIXTEEN
Where those who unworthily approach the Mysteries were delivered over by him unto that intolerable sentence; where he discoursed concerning love. For this cause, I say, the subject which most pressed on him, viz. the aid required for the saints, this alone he mentions.

And observe his consideration. When he had persuaded them concerning the resurrection, and made them more earnest, then and not till then he discusses this point also.

It is true indeed that on these matters he had spoken to them before, when he said, "If we sowed unto you spiritual things, is it a great matter if we shall reap your carnal things?" And, "Who planted a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof?" But because he knew the greatness of this moral achievement, he refuses not to add a fresh mention at the end of his letter.

And he calls the collection logi/an (a "contribution,") immediately from the very first making out the things to be easy. For when contribution is made by all together, that becomes light which is charged upon each.

But having spoken about the collection, he did not say immediately, "Let every one of you lay up in store with himself;" although this of course was the natural consequence; but having first said, "As I gave order to the Churches of Galatia," he added this, kindling their emulation by the account of the well-doings of others, and putting it in the form of a narration. 

And this also he did when writing to the Romans; for to them also while appearing to narrate the reason why he was going away to Jerusalem, he introduces thereupon his discourse about alms; "But now I go unto Jerusalem, ministering unto the saints: for it hath been the good pleasure of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints." (Rom 15:25) 

Only those he stimulates by mention of Macedonians and Corinthians; these of Galatians. For he saith, "As I gave order to the Churches of Galatia, so also do ye:" for they would surely feel ashamed ever afterwards to be found inferior to Galatians. And he saith not, "I advised," and, "I counseled;" but, "I gave order," which is more authoritative. 

And he doth not bring forward a single city, or two, or three, but an entire nation: which also he doth in his doctrinal instructions, saying, "Even as also in all the Churches of the saints." For if this is potent for conviction of doctrines, much more for imitation of actions.

(from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 12, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

1 Cor 16:2

First day of the week - already kept sacred by Christians as the day of the Lord's resurrection, the beginning day both of the physical and of the new spiritual creations; it gradually superseded the Jewish seventh day Sabbath (Ps 118:22-24; John 20:19,26; Acts 20:7; Rev 1:10). So the beginning of the year was changed from autumn to spring when Israel was brought out of Egypt. 
CHAPTER SIXTEEN
Three annual feasts were kept on the FIRST day of the week: 
1. The feast of wave, offering of the first sheaf, answering to the Lord's resurrection; 
2. Pentecost, or the feast of weeks, typical of the fruits of the resurrection in the Christian Church (Lev 23:11, 15-16, 36); 
3. The feast of tabernacles at harvest, typical of the ingathering of the full number of the elect.

The day we call Easter was kept as a holy Sabbath (Ex 12:16). The Christian Sabbath commemorates the beginnings of the respective works -creation, redemption (the resurrection), and sanctification (on Pentecost the Holy Spirit being poured out). 
Jesus came to fulfill the spirit of the law, not to cancel or lower its standard. The primary object of the Sabbath is holiness, not merely rest: "Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day." Compare Gen 2:3, 'God blessed and sanctified it, because that in it He had rested,' etc. 
"Remember" implies that it existed before the giving of the law from Sinai, and refers to its institution in Paradise (cf. Exodus 16:22-23, 26, 30). "Six days shalt thou labour:" the spirit of the command is fulfilled whether the six days' labour is on the last six days or on the first. 
A perpetual Sabbath would be the highest Christian ideal; but living in a world of business where this is not yet realized, if a law of definite times was necessary in Paradise, it is still more so now.

Every one of you - even those in limited circumstances.

Lay by him - though there is not a weekly public collection, each is privately to set apart a definite proportion of his weekly income for the Lord's cause. The Lord's Day, reminding us of His love to us, is the best day for contributing through love to Him.

In store - abundantly: the earnest of a better store laid up for the given (1 Tim 6:19).

As God hath prospered him - literally, 'whatsoever he may be prospered,' may by prosperity have acquired (Matt 25:15-29; Greek, Acts 11:29; 2 Cor 8:12).

That there be no gathering when I come - that they may not then have to be made, when our time ought to be employed in directly spiritual things. When men give once for all, not so much is given. But when each lays by something every Lord's day, more is collected.

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

‘Now concerning the collection for the saints, [About yet the laying of-the into the holy-ones] as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, [as-even I-prescribe to-the out-calleds of-the Galatia] even so do ye. [Thus and ye do]. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, [According-to one of-Sabbaths each of-you beside self let-be-placing placing-into-morrow which-any ever may-be-being-well-wayed] as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. [That no when-ever I-may-be-coming then layings may-be-becoming].’ 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2 + Concordant Greek Text 
CHAPTER SIXTEEN

Note: To have a better understanding of the Scriptures and how it relates to us today, see our web site www.lakesideministries.com under Topical Studies then Foundations and finally Early Copies such as the Codex Alexandrinus AD 425 which we have just used above.  Paul the Learner
1 Cor 16:2

Upon the first day of the week kata (NT: 2596) mian (NT: 3391) sabbatou (NT: 4521). For the singular sabbatou (NT: 4521) (Sabbath) for week see Luke 18:12; Mark 16:9. For the use of the cardinal mian (NT:3391) in sense of ordinal prooteen (NT:4413) after Hebrew fashion in the Septuagint (Robertson, Grammar, p. 672) as in Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1; Acts 20:7. Distributive use of kata (NT: 2596) also.

Lay by him in store par' (NT: 3844) heautoo (NT: 1438) tithetoo (NT: 5087) theesaurizoon (NT: 2343). By himself, in his home. Treasuring it (cf. Matt 6:19 f for theesaurizoo (NT: 2343)). Have the habit of doing it, tithetoo (NT: 5087) (present imperative).

As he may prosper hoti (NT: 3754) ean (NT: 1437) euodootai (NT: 2137). An old verb from eu (NT: 2095), well, and hodos (NT: 3598), way or journey, to have a good journey, to prosper in general, common in the Septuagint. In the New Testament only here and Rom 1:10; 3 John 2. 
It is uncertain what form euodootai (NT:2137) is, present passive subjunctive, perfect passive indicative, or even perfect passive subjunctive (Moulton, Prolegomena, p. 54). The old MSS. had no accents. Some MSS. even have euodoothee (NT: 2137) (first aorist passive subjunctive). 
But the sense is not altered. Hoti (NT: 3754) is accusative of general reference and ean (NT: 1437) can occur either with the subjunctive or indicative. This rule for giving occurs also in 2 Cor 8:12. Paul wishes the collections to be made before he comes.

(From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft & Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament. Copyright (c) 1985 by Broadman Press)

REMEMBER: The Transition to what we have today.
1. Codex Alexandrinus on 1 Corinthians 16:4.  ‘If-ever yet worthy it-may-be of-the and-me to-be-going together to-me they will-be-going.’   Greek Text
2. Codex Alexandrinus on 1 Corinthians 16:4. [English translation] ‘If-ever yet worthy it-may-be of-the and-me to-be-going together to-me they will-be-going.’    English Text
3. Modern Greek text ‘If (NT 1437 Ean) and (NT 1161 de) meet (NT 514 axion) it be (NT 5600 ee’) [no English word for tou NT 3588] also (NT 2504 kame) (that) I go (NT 4198 porevesthai) with (NT 4862 sun) me (NT 1698 emoi) they shall go (NT 4198 poreusontai)
4. In the Greek language it would look like this, Ean de axion ee’ tou porevesthai sun emoi poreusontai.

Modern Greek Text
5. Our King James Version of 1611 reads like this, ‘And if it be meet that I go also, they shall go with me.’

KJV Text
6. Our New King James Version says, ‘But if it is fitting that I go also, they will go with me.’

I like this text best.   Paul the Learner

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

[2.] "What then, I ask, didst thou give order about?"

Ver. 2. "On the first day of the week," that is, the Lord's day, "let each one of you lay by him in store, as he may prosper." Mark how he exhorts them even from the time: for indeed the day was enough to lead them to almsgiving. 
Wherefore "call to mind," saith he, "what ye attained to on this day: how all the unutterable blessings, and that which is the root and the beginning of our life took place on this day. [We call this day Sunday which to the Jews this is the first day of the week. Paul the Learner]
But not in this regard only is the season convenient for a zealous benevolence, but also because it hath rest and immunity from toils: the souls when released from labors becoming readier and apter to show pity. Moreover, the communicating also on that day in Mysteries so tremendous and immortal instills great zealousness. 
On it, accordingly, "let each one of you," not merely this or that individual, but "each one of you," whether poor or rich, woman or man, slave or free, "lay by him store." He said not, "Let him bring it the church," lest they might feel ashamed because of the smallness of the sum. 

But "having by gradual additions swelled his contribution, let him then produce it, when I am come but for the present lay it up," saith he, "at home, and make thine house a church; thy little box a treasury. Become a guardian sacred wealth, a self-ordained steward of the poor. Thy benevolent mind assigns to thee this priesthood."

Of this our treasury even now is a sign: but the sign remains, the thing itself no where.

[3.] I grant indeed that if I said, "Give it me," and "lay it up in my house," there might perchance be something to be ashamed of in what I said: hardly however even in that case; for "they who wait upon the altar," we read, "have their portion with the altar." (c. 9:13.) However, some one perhaps might find fault as if he were framing an argument for his own interest. 
But now it is for the poor that I make my supplication; nay, not so much for the poor, as for your sake who bestow the gift. Wherefore also I am bold to speak out. For what shame is it to say, Give unto thy Lord in His hunger: Put raiment on Him going about naked; receive Him being a stranger? 
Thy Lord is not ashamed before the whole world to speak thus: "I was an hungred, and ye gave Me not to eat," He who is void of all want and requires nothing. And am I to be ashamed and hesitate? Away with this. This shame is of the snare of the devil. I will not then be ashamed, but will say, and that boldly, "Give to the needy;" I will say it with a louder voice than the needy themselves. 

"That there be no gatherings when I come:" which means, that ye may not when the season is come for paying in contributions just then be compelled to collect them. And this too in no ordinary degree encouraged them again: the expectation of Paul being sure to make them more earnest.

(from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 12, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

1 Cor 16:3

Approve by your letters - rather, 'whomsoever ye shall approve, them will I send with [dia (NT: 1223) cf. Greek, Rom 2:27; 2 Cor 2:4] letters'-namely, letters (2 Cor 3:1) as credentials to several at Jerusalem. There was no need of letters from them before Paul's coming, if the persons recommended were not to be sent off before it-literally, 'by letters:' abbreviated for, 'I will send, recommending them by letters.' If the English version be retained, the sense will be, 'When I come, I will send those whom by your letters, then to be given them, ye shall approve.'

Liberality - literally, gracious gift (2 Cor 8:4)

1 Cor 16:4

Meet - 'worth while.' If your collections be large enough to be worth an apostle's journey (a stimulus to their liberality), I will accompany them myself, instead of giving them letters credential (1 Cor 16:3: cf. Acts 20:1-4).

With me - to guard against all possible suspicion of evil (2 Cor 8:4, 19-21).

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

1 Cor 16:3

When I arrive hotan (NT: 3752) paragenoomai (NT: 3854). Whenever I arrive, indefinite temporal conjunction hotan (NT: 3752) and second aorist middle subjunctive.

Whomsoever ye shall approve by letters hous (NT: 3739) ean (NT: 1437) dokimaseete (NT: 1381) di' (NT: 1223) epistoloon (NT: 1992). Indefinite relative with ean (NT: 1437) and aorist subjunctive of dokimazoo (NT: 1381) (to test and so approve as in Phil 1:10). 

"By letters" to make it formal and regular and Paul would approve their choice of messengers to go with him to Jerusalem (2 Cor 8:20 ff). Curiously enough no names from Corinth occur in the list in Acts 20:4.
To carry apenengkein (NT: 667). Second aorist active infinitive of apoferoo (NT: 667), to bear away.

Bounty charin (NT: 5485). Gift, grace, as in 2 Cor 8:4-7. As a matter of fact, the messengers of the churches apostoloi (NT: 652) ekkleesioon (NT: 1577) 2 Cor 8:23) went along with Paul to Jerusalem (Acts 20:4 f)].

1 Cor 16:4

And if it be meet for me to go also ean (NT: 1437) de (NT: 1161) axion (NT: 514) ee (NT: 5600) tou (NT: 3588) kame (NT: 2504) poreuesthai (NT: 4198). "If the collection be worthy of the going as to me also." Condition of third class ean (NT: 1437) - ee (NT: 5600) and the articular infinitive in the genitive tou (NT: 3588) after axion (NT: 514). 

The accusative of general reference kame (NT: 2504), me also) with the infinitive. So the awkward phrase clears up.

(From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft & Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament. Copyright (c) 1985 by Broadman Press)

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

Ver. 3. "And when I arrive, whomsoever ye shall approve, them will I send with letters to carry your bounty to Jerusalem."

He said not, "this person," and "that," but, "whomsoever ye shall approve," whomsoever you shall choose, thus freeing his ministration from suspicion. Wherefore to them he leaves the right of voting in the choice of those who are to convey it. He is far enough from saying, "The payment is yours, but the privilege of selecting those who are to carry it is not yours." 

Next, that they might not think him quite absent, he adds his letters, saying, "Whomsoever you approve, I will send with letters." As if he had said, I also will be with them and share in the ministration, by my letters. And he said not, "These will I send to bear your alms," but, "your bounty;" to signify that they were doing great deeds; to mark that they were gainers themselves. 
And elsewhere he calls it both "a blessing" and "a distribution." (2 Cor 9:5 and 2 Cor 9:13) The one that he might not make them less active, the other that he might not elate them. But in no case whatever hath he called it "alms."

Ver. 4. "And if it be meet for me to go also, they shall go with me."

Here again he exhorts them to liberality. As thus: "if it be so much," saith he, "as to require my presence also, neither will I decline this." But he did not in the first instance promise this, nor say, "When I am come I will carry it." For he would not have made so much of it, if he had so set it down from the first. 
Afterwards however he adds it well and seasonably. Here then you have the reason why he did not immediately promise, nor yet altogether hold his peace concerning it: but having said, "I will send," then at length he adds himself also. 
And here too again he leaves it to their own decision; in saying, "If it be meet for me to go also:" whereas this rested with them, namely, to make their collection large; so large even, as to affect his plans and cause him in person to make the journey.

(from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 12, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

1 Cor 16:5-7

His first intention had been (2 Cor 1:15-16) to pass through Corinth to Macedonia, and again return to them from Macedonia, and so to Judea; this he had announced in the lost letter (1 Cor 5:9); now having laid aside his intention (for which he was charged with levity, 2 Cor 1:17, etc., whereas it was through lenity, 2 Cor 1:23; 2:1), he announces his second plan of 'not seeing them now by the way,' but 'passing through Macedonia' first on his way to them, and then 'tarrying a while,' even 'abiding and wintering with them.'

For I do pass. 'This is what I at last resolve upon' (not as the erroneous subscription represents, as if he was THEN at Philippi, on his way through Macedonia): implying that there had been previous communication upon the subject of the journey, and that there had been some indecisiveness in the apostle's plan (Paley). 
CHAPTER SIXTEEN
In accordance with his second plan, we find him in Macedonia when 2 Corinthians was written (2 Cor 2:13; 8:1; 9:2, 4), and on his way to Corinth (2 Cor 12:14; 13:1: cf. Acts 20:1-2). "Pass through" is opposed to "abide" (1 Cor 16:6). He was not yet in Macedonia (as 1 Cor 16:8 shows), but at Ephesus; but he was thinking of passing through it (not abiding, as he proposed to do at Corinth).

Verse 6. He did 'abide, and even winter,' for the three WINTER months in Greece (Corinth) (Acts 20:3, 6). Paul probably left Corinth about a month before the "days of unleavened bread," the Passover (to allow time to touch at Thessalonica and Berea, from which cities two of his companions were; as we read he did at Philippi); thus the three months at Corinth would be December, January, and February.
Ye - emphatic.
Whithersoever I go. He purposed to go to Judea (2 Cor 1:16) from Corinth, but his plans were not positively fixed as yet (note, 1 Cor 16:4: cf. Acts 19:21).

Pay you now what would have to be a merely passing visit, as in the second visit (2 Cor 12:14). In contrast to "awhile;" i.e., some time, as the Greek.

But. 'Aleph (') A B C Delta G f g, Vulgate, read "for."

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

1 Cor 16:5

When I shall have passed through Macedonia hotan (NT: 3752) Makedonian (NT: 3109) dielthoo (NT: 1330). "Whenever I pass through (second aorist active subjunctive of dierchomai (NT: 1330)) Macedonia" (see construction in 1 Cor 16:3). I do pass through dierchomai (NT: 1330). I plan to pass through, futuristic use of present indicative.

1 Cor 16:6

It may be tuchon (NT: 5177). Neuter accusative of second aorist active participle of tungchanoo (NT: 5177) used as an adverb (in Plato and Xenophon, but nowhere else in the New Testament).

Or even winter ee (NT: 5600) kai (NT: 2532) paracheimasoo (NT: 3914). Future active of a late verb paracheimazoo (NT: 3914) cheimoon (NT: 5494), winter)]. See the notes at Acts 27:12; 28:11; Titus 3:12. He did stay in Corinth for three months (Acts 20:3), probably the coming winter.

Whithersoever I go hou (NT: 3739) ean (NT: 1437) poreuoomai (NT: 4198). Indefinite local clause with subjunctive. As a matter of fact, Paul had to flee from a conspiracy in Corinth (Acts 20:3).

1 Cor 16:7
Now by the way arti (NT: 737) en (NT: 1722) parodoo (NT: 3938). Like our "by the way" parodos (NT: 3938), incidentally.

If the Lord permit ean (NT: 1437) ho (NT: 3588) Kurios (NT: 2962) epitrepsee (NT: 2010). Condition of the third class. Paul did everything en (NT: 1722) Kurioo (NT: 2962) (cf. Acts 18:21).

(From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft & Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament. Copyright (c) 1985 by Broadman Press)

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

[5.] Ver. 5. "But I will come to you," saith he, "when I shall have passed through Macedonia." 
This he had said also above; then however with anger: at least he added, (c. 4:19.) "And I will know not the speech of them that are puffed up, but the power:" but here, more mildly; that they might even long for his coming. Then, that they might not say, "Why is it that you honor the Macedonians above us?" he said not, "When I depart," but, "When I shall have passed through Macedonia; for I do pass through Macedonia."
Ver. 6. "But with you it may be that I shall abide, or even winter." 

For I do not at all wish to take you merely in my way, but to continue among you and spend some time. For when he wrote this letter, he was in Ephesus, and it was winter; as you may know by his saying, "Until Pentecost I will tarry at Ephesus; but after this I shall go away to Macedonia, and after having gone through it, I will be with you in the summer; and perhaps I shall even spend the winter with you." 
And why did he say, "Perhaps;" and did not positively affirm it? Because Paul did not foreknow all things; for good purposes. Wherefore neither doth he absolutely affirm, in order that if it came not to pass, he might have something to resort to; first, his previous mention of it having been indefinite; and next, the power of the Spirit leading him wheresoever It willed, not where he himself desired. 
And this also he expresses in the second Epistle, when excusing himself on account of his delay, and saying, "Or the things which I purpose, do I purpose according to the flesh, that with me there should be the yea yea and the nay nay?" (2 Cor 1:17)

"That ye may set me forward on my journey wheresoever I go." This also is a mark of love, and great strength of affection.

Ver. 7. "For I do not wish to see you now by the way; for I hope to tarry awhile with you, if the Lord permits."

Now these things he said, both to signify his love and also to terrify the sinners, not however openly, but with outward demonstration of friendship.

(from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 12, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

1 Cor 16:8

At, Ephesus - whence Paul writes. Compare 1 Cor 16:19. "Asia," wherein Ephesus was.

Until Pentecost. He seems to have stayed as he here purposes; for, just when the tumult which drove him away broke out, he was already intending to leave Ephesus (Acts 19:21-22). Combined with 1 Cor 5:7-8, this fixes the date of this letter to a few weeks before Pentecost, very soon after the Passover.

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

1 Cor 16:9

Door (2 Cor 2:12) - an opening for extending the Gospel. Wise men watch for, and avail themselves of, opportunities. So "door" of hope (Hos 2:15) "door of faith" (Acts 14:27), "an open door" (Rev 3:8), "a door of utterance." (Col 4:3). "Great" - i.e., extensive. "Effectual" - i.e., opportune for effective working.

Many adversaries - who would block up the open door, whence my presence is needed to check them. Not here false teachers, but open adversaries-Jews and pagan. After Paul, by long-continued labors at Ephesus, had produced effects threatening the gains derived from idolatry, "many adversaries" arose (Acts 19:9-23). Where great good is, evil is sure to start up its antagonist.

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

THE STORY OF PAUL’S LIFE
‘And when he had gone over those parts, and had given them much exhortation, he came into Greece. And there abode three months. And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he was about to sail into Syria, he purposed to return through Macedonia.’ The Acts 20:2, 3 KJV

1 Cor 16:8

Until Pentecost heoos (NT: 2193) tees (NT: 3588) penteekostees (NT: 4005). He writes them in the spring before Pentecost. Apparently, the uproar by Demetrius hurried Paul away from Ephesus (Acts 20:1).

1 Cor 16:9

For a great and effectual door is opened unto me thura (NT: 2374) gar (NT: 1063) moi (NT: 3427) aneoogen (NT: 455) megalee (NT: 3173) kai (NT: 2532) energees (NT: 1756). Second perfect active indicative of anoigoo (NT: 455), to open. Intransitive stands wide open at last after his years there (Acts 20:31). A wide open door. 
What does he mean by energees (NT: 1756)? It is a late word in the Koine. In the papyri a medical receipt has it for "tolerably strong." The form [energos] in the papyri is used of a mill "in working order," of "tilled land," and of "wrought iron." 
In the New Testament it occurs in Philem 6 and Heb 4:12 of "the word of God" as "energees (NT: 1756)" (powerful). Paul means that he has at least a great opportunity for work in Ephesus.

And there are many adversaries kai (NT: 2532) antikeimenoi (NT: 480) polloi (NT: 4183). "And many are lying opposed to me," lined up against me. These Paul mentions as a reason for staying in, not for leaving, Ephesus. 
Read Acts 19 and see the opposition from Jews and Gentiles with the explosion under the lead of Demetrius. And yet Paul suddenly leaves. He hints of much of which we should like to know more (1 Cor 15:32; 2 Cor 1:8 f).

(From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft & Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament. Copyright (c) 1985 by Broadman Press)

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

Ver. 8. "But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost."

As we should expect, he tells them all exactly, informing them as friends, For this too is a mark of friendship to say the reason why he was not with them, why he delayed, and where he was staying,

Ver. 9. "For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries."

Now it was "great," how could there be "adversaries?" Why on this very account the adversaries were many, because men's faith was great; because the entrance was great and wide. But what means, "A great door?" There are many prepared to receive the faith, many ready to approach and be converted. 

There is a spacious entrance for me, things being now come to that point that the mind of those approaching is at its prime for the obedience of the faith. On this account, vehement was the blast of the breath of the devil, because he saw many turning away from him.

You see then on both accounts it was needful for him to stay; both because the gain was abundant, and because the struggle was great.

And herewith also he cheered them up, namely, by saying, that henceforth the word works every where and springs up readily. And if there be many who plot against it, this also is a sign of the advance of the Gospel. For at no time doth that evil demon wax fierce, except on seeing his goods made spoil of abundantly. (Matt 12)

(from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 12, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

1 Cor 16:10

Now - rather, But. Timothy was not the bearer of the letter: for, it would not then be said, 'IF Timothy comes.' He must have been sent by Paul from Ephesus before this letter was written, to accord with 1 Cor 4:17-19; yet the passage here imply that Paul did not expect him to arrive at Corinth until after the letter was received. He tells them how to treat him "if" he should arrive. 
Acts 19:21-22 clears up the difficulty: Timothy, when sent from Ephesus, where this letter was written, did not proceed direct to Corinth, but went first to Macedonia; thus though sent before the letter, he might not reach Corinth until after it was received in that city. 
The undesigned coincidence, and the clearing up of the letter (which does not mention the journey to Macedonia at all) by the history, is a sure mark of genuineness. It is not certain that Timothy actually reached Corinth; for in Acts 19:22 only Macedonia is mentioned; but it does not follow that though Macedonia was the immediate object of his mission, Corinth was not the ultimate object. 
The 'IF Timothy comes,' implies uncertainty. 2 Cor 1:1 represents him with Paul in Macedonia; and 2 Cor 12:18, speaking of Titus and others sent to Corinth, does not mention Timothy. But as Timothy is associated with Paul in writing the second letter, a notice of his own mission in the third person would have been inapposite. 
CHAPTER SIXTEEN
The mission of Titus direct to Corinth then took place, when it became uncertain whether Timothy could go forward from Macedonia to Corinth, Paul being anxious for immediate tidings of the state of the Corinthian church. 
Titus' presence would thus make amends for the disappointment as to the intended visit of Timothy, and would disarm adversaries of a charge of fickleness in this respect (2 Cor 1:17; 7:6-7).

Without fear - referring to the Corinthians' party violence, and perhaps to a nervous timidity in Timothy (1 Tim 3:15; 5:22-23). His youth would add to this, as well as his country, Lystra, despised in refined Corinth.

1 Cor 16:10

That he be without fear hina (NT: 2443) afoboos (NT: 870) geneetai (NT: 1096). Evidently, he had reason to fear the treatment that Timothy might receive in Corinth as shown in 1 Cor 4:17-21.

(From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft & Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament. Copyright (c) 1985 by Broadman Press)

Homily 44 - 1 Corinthians 16:10 John Chrysostom AD 400

1 Cor 16:10.

Now if Timothy come to you, see that he be with you without fear.

Perhaps some one may think there is something unworthy of Timothy's courage in this piece of advice. But not on Timothy's account is this said, but for the hearers' sake: lest by their design against him they should hurt themselves: since he for his part had his station always in the way of dangers.

"For as a child serves a father," saith he, "so he served with me in furtherance of the Gospel." (Phil 2:22) But lest from boldness towards the disciple they should proceed also to the teacher, and become worse, he checks them from afar off, saying, "that he may be with you without fear;" that is, that none of those desperate persons rise up against him. 

For he intended perhaps to rebuke them about the things concerning which Paul also had written: and indeed Paul professed to send him for this very reason. "For I have sent Timothy unto you," saith he, (c. 4:17.) "Who shall put you in remembrance of my ways in Christ even as I teach every where in every Church." 

In order then that they might not through confidence in their high birth and wealth, and the support of the people, and the wisdom from without, attack him and spit upon him and plot against him, being grieved at the reproofs which came from him. 
Or lest in revenge for the teacher's rebuke they should demand satisfaction of him, so punishing the other; therefore he saith, "That he be without fear with you." As if he had said, "Tell me not of those who are without, the Gentiles and unbelievers. It is your part that I require, you for whom also the whole Epistle was composed," the persons also whom in the beginning and the outset he had frightened. Wherefore he saith, "With you."

CHAPTER SIXTEEN
Then in virtue of his ministry he sets him forth as a person to be fully trusted; saying "For the work of the Lord he worketh." That is; "look not," saith he, "to this, his not being rich, namely, nor highly educated, nor old: but what commands are laid upon him, what work he is doing.’ For the work of the Lord he worketh.'" And this serves him instead of all nobility and wealth and age and wisdom.
And he is not content with this, but adds, "Even as I also." And some way above, "Who is my beloved son and faithful in the Lord; he shall put you in remembrance of my ways in Christ." Seeing then that he was both young, and had been singly entrusted with the improvement of so numerous a people, both of which things tended to bring him into contempt, he adds, as we might expect,

(from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 12, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

1 Cor 16:11

Despise. This charge is not given concerning any other of the messengers whom Paul sent (cf. Ps 119; 141.) He was young, younger probably than those usually sent forth (1 Tim 4:12); whence Paul, apprehending lest he should be exposed to contempt, cautions him, "Let no man despise thy youth."

Conduct - set him on his way with all respect, and with whatever he needs (Titus 3:13).

In peace (Acts 15:33; Heb 11:31). "Peace" is the salutation of respect in the East, and so stands for every blessing. Perhaps there is, too, a contrast between "peace" and the "contentions" at Corinth (1 Cor 1:11).

I look for him. He and Titus were to meet Paul in Troas, where the apostle purposed proceeding from Ephesus (2 Cor 2:12-13). Paul thus claims their respect for Timothy as one whom he felt as necessary to himself as to "look for" him.

With the brethren. Others besides Erastus accompanied Timothy to Macedonia (cf. 1 Cor 16:12; Acts 19:22).

1 Cor 16:12

Apollos, I greatly desired him to come unto you. He says this, lest they should suspect that he from jealousy prevented Apollos' coming to them. Perhaps they expressly requested Apollos to be sent to them. Apollos was not at Ephesus when Paul wrote (cf. 1 Cor 16:19 and 1 Cor 1:1). 

Probably Apollos' unwillingness to go to Corinth at this time was because he did not wish to sanction his name being made a party cry by those Corinthians who admired his oratory (1 Cor 1:12; 3:4). Paul's freedom from all selfish jealousy led him to urge Apollos to go: he, of course, could not state in his letter particularly these reasons in the existing divisions there. He calls Apollos "brother," to mark the unity between the two.

With the brethren - who bear this letter (1 Cor 16:12, 17). Conybeare thinks Titus was one of the bearers (2 Cor 8:6, 16-24; 12:18).

Convenient (seasonable) time. Apollos did return to Corinth when their divisions were moderated (Jerome).

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

1 Cor 16:11

For I expect him ekdechomai (NT: 1551) gar (NT: 1063) auton (NT: 846). Apparently, later Timothy had to return to Ephesus without much success before Paul left and was sent on to Macedonia with Erastus (Acts 19:22) and Titus sent to Corinth whom Paul then arranged to meet in Troas (2 Cor 2:12).
1 Cor 16:12

And it was not at all his will to come now kai (NT: 2532) pantoos (NT: 3843) ouk (NT: 3756) een (NT: 2258) theleema (NT: 2307) hina (NT: 2443) nun (NT: 3568) elthee (NT: 2064). Adversative use of kai (NT: 2532) = "but." Apollos had left Corinth in disgust over the strife there which involved him and Paul (1 Cor 1-4). He had had enough of partisan strife over preachers.

(From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft & Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament. Copyright (c) 1985 by Broadman Press)

Ver. 11. "Let no one therefore despise him." 

And not this only doth he demand of them, but also greater honor; wherefore also he saith, "But set him forward in peace;" that is, without fear; causing no fighting’s or contentions, no enmities or hatreds, but rendering all subjection as to a teacher.

"That he may come unto me: for I expect him with the brethren." This also was the language of one that would alarm them. That is, in order that they might become more considerate, as knowing that all would be told him whatever Timothy's treatment might be, he adds therefore, "for I expect him." 

And besides, hereby he both shows that Timothy is worthy of their confidence; since being on the point of departing he waits for him; and also signifies the love which he hath towards them, it appearing that for their sakes he sent away one so useful to him.

Ver. 12. "But as touching Apollos the brother, I besought him much to come unto you with the brethren."
This man appears to have been both well-educated and also older than Timothy. Lest they should say then, "For what possible reason did he not send the man grown, but the youth instead of him?" observe how he softens down this point also, both calling him a brother, and saying that he had besought him much. 

For lest he should seem to have held Timothy in higher honor than him and to have exalted him more, and on this account not to have sent him, and cause their envy to burst out more abundantly, he adds, "I besought him much to come." What then: did not the other yield nor consent? Did he resist and show himself contentious? 
He saith not this, but that he might not excite prejudice against him, and also might make excuse for himself, he saith, "and it was not at all his will to come now." Then to prevent their saying that all this was an excuse and pretence, he added, "but he will come to you when he shall have opportunity." This was both an excuse for him, and refreshment to them who desired to see him, by the hope which it gave of his coming.

(from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 12, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

1 Cor 16:13-24

13 Final Exhortations 

Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, and be strong. 14 Let all that you do be done with love. 

15 I urge you, brethren — you know the household of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints —  16 that you also submit to such, and to everyone who works and labors with us.  

17 I am glad about the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, for what was lacking on your part they supplied. 18 For they refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore acknowledge such men. 

19 Greetings and a Solemn Farewell 

The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla greet you heartily in the Lord, with the church that is in their house. 20 All the brethren greet you.

Greet one another with a holy kiss. 

21 The salutation with my own hand — Paul's. 

22 If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, come!   

23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 24 My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.

NKJV

1 Cor 16:13-14

Their hopes of salvation ought to depend not on Apollos or any teacher: it rests with themselves.

Watch you - for ye are slumbering.

Stand - for ye are tottering.

In the faith - which is assailed by some (1 Cor 15:1-2, 12-17).

Quit you like men; be strong - for ye are effeminate.
Let all your things be done with charity (1 Cor 8:1; 13:1) - not with strife, as at present.

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

1 Cor 16:13

Watch ye greegoreite (NT: 1127). Stay awake. Late present from [egreegora] second perfect of egeiroo (NT: 1453), to awake.

Quit you like men andrizesthe (NT: 407). Play the man. Middle voice, show yourselves men. From aneer (NT: 435), a man.

(From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft & Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament. Copyright (c) 1985 by Broadman Press)

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

Ver. 13. "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith."

Not in the wisdom which is without: for there it is not possible to stand, but to be borne along; even as" in the faith" ye may" stand." "Quit you like men, be strong." "Let all that ye do be done in love." Now in saying these things, he seems indeed to advise; but he is reprimanding them as indolent. 

Wherefore he saith, "Watch," as though they slept; "Stand," as though they were rocking to and fro: "Quit you like men," as though they were playing the coward: "Let all that ye do be done in love," as though they were in dissensions:

1. And the first caution refers to the deceivers, viz., "Watch," "stand:" 

2. The next, to those who plot against us, "Quit you like men:" 

3. The third, to those who make parties and endeavor to distract, "Let all that ye do be done in love;" which thing is "the bond of perfectness," and the root and fountain of all blessings.

But what means, "All things in love?" "Whether any one rebuke," saith he, "or rule or be ruled, or learn or teach, let all be in love:" since in fact all the things which have been mentioned arose from neglect of it. For if this had not been neglected, they would not have been puffed up, they would not have said, "I am of Paul, and I of Apollos." 
If this had existed, they would not have gone to law before heathens; or rather they would not have gone to law at all. If this had existed, that notorious person would not have taken his father's wife: they would not have despised the weak brethren; there would have been no factions among them; they would not have been vain-glorious about their gifts. Therefore it is that he saith, "Let all things be done in love."

(from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 12, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

1 Cor 16:15

First-fruits of Achaia - the first Achaean converts. Epenetus was the first convert of this "house," if the Received Text be right; but oldest manuscripts read Asia for Achaia in Rom 16:5. The image is from first-fruits offered to the Lord (Lev 23:10: cf. 1 Cor 15:20). This family was baptized by Paul himself (1 Cor 1:16).

Addicted (set) themselves to the ministry of (to) the saints - voluntarily (cf. 2 Cor 8:4).

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

1 Cor 16:15

Ye know oidate (NT: 1492). Koine form for second perfect indicative used as present of horaoo (NT: 3708). Parenthetic clause through rest of the verse. Stephanas is mentioned also in 1 Cor 1:16 and in 1 Cor 16:17. For aparchee (NT: 536) see the notes at 1 Cor 15:20, 23.

They have set themselves etaxan (NT: 5021) heautous (NT: 1438). Remarkable statement worthy of attention today. This noble family appointed themselves to be ministers to the saints that needed it (the poor and needy). Personal work for Christ is still the only way to win the world for Christ, voluntary personal work. If all Christians did it!

(From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft & Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament. Copyright (c) 1985 by Broadman Press)

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

[3.] Ver. 15. "Now I beseech you, brethren;-ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia, and that they have set themselves to minister unto the saints."

In the beginning too he mentions this man, saying, "I baptized also the home of Stepharias:" and now he speaks of him as "the first-fruits" not of Corinth only, but also of all Greece. And this too is no small encomium that he was the first to come to Christ. 
Wherefore also in the Epistle to the Romans, praising certain persons on this account, he said, "Who also were in Christ before me." (Rom 16:7) 

And he said not, that they were the first who believed, but were the "first-fruits;" implying that together with their faith they showed forth also a most excellent life, in every way proving themselves worthy, as in the case of fruits. 

For so the first-fruits ought to be better than the rest of those things whereof they are the first-fruits: a kind of praise which Paul hath attributed to these also by this expression: namely, that they not only had a genuine faith, as I was saying, but also they exhibited great piety, and the climax of virtue, and liberality in alms-giving.

And not from hence only, but from another topic likewise he indicates their piety, i.e., from their having filled their whole house also with godliness.

And that they flourished in good works also, he declares by what follows, saying, "They have set themselves to minister unto the saints." Hear ye, how vast are the praises of their hospitality? For he did not say, "they minister," but, "have set themselves:" this kind of life they have chosen altogether, this is their business in which they are always busy.

"That ye also be in subjection unto such, that is, "that ye take a share with them both in expenditure of money, and in personal service: that ye be partakers with them." For both to them the labor will be light when they have comrades, and the results of their active benevolence will extend to more.

16:16
And he said not merely, "be fellow-helpers," but added, "Whatsoever directions they give, obey;" implying the strictest obedience. And that he might not appear to be favoring them, he adds, "and to every one that Helpeth. In the work and laboureth." 

"Let this," saith he, "be a general rule: for I do not speak about them individually, but if there be any one like them, let him also have the same advantages." And therefore when he begins to commend, he calls upon themselves as witnesses, saying, "I beseech you, ye know the house of Stephanas." 
"For ye also yourselves are aware," saith he, "how they labor, and have no need to learn from us."

(from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 12, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

1 Cor 16:16

That ye. Translate, 'That ye also'-namely, on your part ... in return for their voluntary ministry to you.

Helpeth with us - rather, with them.

Laboureth - by himself.

1 Cor 16:17

Fortunatus and Achaicus - probably of Stephanas' household.

That which was lacking on your part. As far as you were unable yourselves to 'refresh my spirit,' being absent from me, "they have supplied" by coming to me, and so supplying means of conversation between you and me. They probably carried this letter back; see the subscription below: hence, the exhortations 1 Cor 16:16, 18, as though they would be at Corinth when the letter arrived.

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

1 Cor 16:16

That ye also be in subjection unto such hina (NT: 2443) kai (NT: 2532) humeis (NT: 5210) hupotasseesthe (NT: 5293) tois (NT: 3588) toioutois (NT: 5108). This is the exhortation begun in 1 Cor 16:15. The family of Stephanas took the lead in good works. Do ye also follow such leaders. This is our great problem today, to find great leaders and many loyal followers. This would solve all church problems, great leadership and great following. Lend a hand.
1 Cor 16:17

At the coming epi (NT: 1909) tee (NT: 3588) Parousia (NT: 3952). At the coming here of Stephanas, etc., the very word used of the Parousia (NT: 3952) of Christ (1 Cor 15:23).

That which was lacking on your part they supplied to (NT: 3588) humeteron (NT: 5212) hustereema (NT: 5303) houtoi (NT: 3778) anepleeroosan (NT: 378). Either "these filled up my lack of you" or "these filled up your lack of me." Either makes perfectly good sense and both were true. Which Paul meant we cannot tell.

(From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft & Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament. Copyright (c) 1985 by Broadman Press)

Ver. 17. "But I was glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, for that which was lacking on your part they supplied."

Ver. 18. "For they refreshed my spirit and yours."

Thus, since it was natural for them to be greatly irritated against these persons, for it was they who had come and showed him all about the division, inasmuch as by them also they had written the questions about the virgins, and about the married persons:-mark how he softened them down; both in the beginning of his Epistle by saying, "For it hath been signified unto me by them which are of the house of Chloe;" thus at once concealing these and bringing forward the others: (for it should seem that the latter had given their information by means of the former:). 

CHAPTER SIXTEEN






SECTION TWO
And in this place again, "They have supplied your lack, and refreshed my spirit and yours:" signifying that they had come instead of all, and had chosen to undertake so great a journey on their behalf. How then may this, their peculiar praise, become common? 

“If you will solace me for what was wanting on your part by your kindness towards them; if you will honor, if you will receive, them, if you will communicate with them in doing good." Wherefore he saith, "Acknowledge ye then them that are such." 
And while praising those that came, he embraces also the others in his praise, the senders together with the sent: where he saith, "`They refreshed my spirit and yours, therefore acknowledge such as these,' because for your sakes they left country and home." Dost thou perceive his consideration? 
He implies that they had obliged not Paul only, but the Corinthians likewise, in that they bore about in themselves the whole city. A thing which both added credit to them, and did not allow the others to sever themselves from them, inasmuch as in their persons they had presented themselves to Paul.

Ver. 19. "All the Churches of Asia salute you." He is continually making the members combine and cleave together in one by means of the salutation.

"Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord;-for with them he was lodging, being a tent-maker-"with the Church which is in their house." This thing too is no small Excellency, that they had made their very house a Church.

(from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 12, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

1 Cor 16:18

Refreshed my spirit and yours. "Yours" will be refreshed on receiving this letter, by knowing that 'my spirit is refreshed' by their having come to me; and (perhaps) by the good report they give of many of you (1 Cor 1:4-8; 2 Cor 7:13: cf. Zech 6:8).

Acknowledge ye them - by a kind reception (1 Thess 5:12). "Know" them in their true worth, and treat them accordingly.

1 Cor 16:19

Asia - not all Asia Minor, but Lydian Asia only, of which Ephesus was capital.

Much - with especial affection.

Aquila and Priscilla (cf. Acts 18:2; Rom 16:3-4). Originally driven out of Italy by Claudius, they had come to Corinth (whence their salutation of the Corinthians is appropriate), then had removed with Paul from Corinth to Ephesus (Acts 18:2, 18-20); here, as at Rome subsequently, they set up a church (assembly of believers) at their house (Rom 16:3-5). 

CHAPTER SIXTEEN
A pattern to Christian husbands and wives. Their Christian self-devoting love appears where ever they were. Even the gifted Apollos, so highly admired at Corinth, owed much of his knowledge to them (Acts 18:24-26). In 1 Cor 16:20, "All the brethren" (i.e., the whole church) seem to be distinguished from "the church that is in their house," which was but a private assembly out of the general church at Corinth. 
Rom 16:23 may refer to "the whole church" meeting at the house of Gaius (cf. Col 4:15). Christ's followers when dispersed ceased to be a congregation (synagogue), but still are a church, having the common union to the same Head by the same faith and hope. This explains Paul's entering "into every house (namely, to search for the Christians met for worship there), and haling men and women."
In the Lord. They pray for all blessings on you from the common Lord, the source of every good, IN whom they and you are one. "In the Lord" refers to their union in Christ, their prayers for one another's good being in virtue of that union.

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

1 Cor 16:18

For they refreshed my spirit and yours anepausan (NT: 373) gar (NT: 1063) to (NT: 3588) emon (NT: 1700) pneuma (NT: 4151) kai (NT: 2532) to (NT: 3588) humoon (NT: 5216). They did both. The very verb used by Jesus in Matt 11:28 for the refreshment offered by him to those who come to him, fellowship with Jesus, and here fellowship with each other.

1 Cor 16:19

The churches of Asia hai (NT: 3588) ekkleesiai (NT: 1577) tees (NT: 3588) Asias (NT: 773). True of the Roman province (Acts 10:10, 26; Col 1:6; 2:1; 4:13, 16). The gospel spread rapidly from Ephesus.

With the church that is in their house sun (NT: 4862) tee (NT: 3588) kat' (NT: 2596) oikon (NT: 3624) autoon (NT: 846) ekkleesia (NT: 1577). Paul had long ago left the synagogue for the school house of Tyrannus (Acts 19:9). But Aquila and Prisca opened their house here for the services. 
The churches had to meet where they could. Paul had labored and lived with this family in Corinth (Acts 18:2) and now again in Ephesus (Acts 18:19; 20:34). It was their habit wherever they lived (Rom 16:5).

(From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft & Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament. Copyright (c) 1985 by Broadman Press)

[4.] Ver. 20. "All the brethren salute you. Salute one another with a holy kiss" 

This addition of the "holy kiss" he makes only here. What may the reason be? They had been widely at variance with one another on account of their saying, "I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Christ;" on account of "one being hungry, and another drunken;" on account of their having contentions and jealousies and suits. And from the gifts there was much envying and great pride. 
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Having then knit them together by his exhortation, he naturally bids them use the holy kiss also as a means of union: for this unites, and produces one body. This is holy, when free from deceit and hypocrisy.

Ver. 21. "The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand;" intimates that the Epistle was composed with great seriousness; and therefore he added,

Ver. 22. "If any man love not our Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema."

By this one word he strikes fear into all: those who made their members the members of a harlot; those who put stumbling blocks in the way of their brethren by the things offered in sacrifice unto idols; those who named themselves after men; those who refuse to believe the resurrection. And he not only strikes fear, but also points out the way of virtue and the fountain of vice, viz. that as when our love towards Him hath become intense, there is no kind of sin but is extinguished and cast out thereby; so when it is too weak, it causes the same to spring up.

"Maran atha." For what reason is this word used? And wherefore too in the Hebrew-tongue? Seeing that arrogance was the cause of all the evils, and this arrogance the wisdom from without produced, and this was the sum and substance of all the evils, a thing which especially distracted Corinth; in repressing their arrogance he did not even use the Greek tongue, but the Hebrew: signifying that so far from being ashamed of that sort of simplicity, he even embraces it with much warmth.

But what is the meaning of "Maran atha?" "Our Lord is come." For what reason then cloth he use this phrase in particular? To confirm the doctrine of the Economy: out of which class of topics more than any other he hath put together those arguments which are the seeds of the Resurrection. 

And not only this, but also to rebuke them; as if he had said, "The common Lord of all hath condescended to come. Down thus far, and are ye in the same state, and do ye abide in your sins? Are ye not thrilled with the excess of His love, the crown of His blessings? Yea, consider but this one thing," saith he, "and it will suffice thee for progress in all virtue, and thou shalt be able to extinguish all sin."

(from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 12, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)






ANATHEMA    Anathema  [Hebrew] Anathema  [Greek]
Anáthema, anáth¢ma, katáthema

Anáthema and anáth¢ma are variants for (a.) "Something dedicated to deity," (b) "something put under divine curse." 
1. The NT has the first sense only in Luke 21:5 (temple offerings). 

2. Paul uses the term for the object of a curse. Calling Jesus accursed is a self contradiction for Christians in 1 Cor 12:3. Handing over to God's judicial wrath is the idea in 1 Cor 16:22 (cf. Gal 1:8; Rom 9:3). Paul's readiness for this on behalf of his people (Rom 9:3) is a supreme instance of his devotion to the gospel and his race. 

(From Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, abridged edition, Copyright © 1985 by William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. All rights reserved.)
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1 Cor 16:20

Holy kiss - the token of Christians' love ("kiss of charity," 1 Peter 5:14), especially at the Lord's Supper (cf. Rom 16:16; 1 Thess 5:26), in which all their dissensions would be forgotten.

1 Cor 16:21

Salutation ... with mine own hand. He therefore dictated the rest of the letter. Even already spurious letters were circulated (2 Thess 2:2).

1 Cor 16:22

A solemn closing warning added in his own hand: as in Eph 6:24; Col 4:18.
The Lord - who ought to be 'loved' above Paul, Apollos, and all other teachers. Love to one another is to flow from love to Him above all. Ignatius, 'Epistola. Ad Romanos,' 7, writes, 'My love has been crucified' (cf. Song 2:7).

Jesus Christ. So C Delta G f g, Vulgate. But omitted in 'Aleph (').

Let him be Anathema - accursed with that curse which the Jews who call Jesus "accursed" (1 Cor 12:3) are bringing righteously on their own heads: doomed to Satan's power. So far from 'saluting,' I bid him be accursed.

Maran-atha - Syriac, the Lord cometh. A watchword to urge to immediate decision for Christ before it is too late; and preparedness in love (1 Thess 3:12-13) for His coming, as in Phil 4:5.
(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

1 Cor 16:20

With a holy kiss en (NT: 1722) fileemati (NT: 5370) hagioo (NT: 40). In the synagogue men kissed men and women kissed women. This was the Christian custom at a later date and apparently so here. See 1 Thess 5:26; 2 Cor 13:12; Rom 3:8; 1 Peter 5:14. It seems never to have been promiscuous between the sexes.

1 Cor 16:21

Of me Paul with mine own hand tee (NT: 3588) emee (NT: 1699) cheiri (NT: 5495) Paulou (NT: 3972). Literally, "With the hand of me Paul." The genitive Paulou (NT: 3972) is in apposition with the possessive pronoun emee (NT: 1699) which is in the instrumental case just as in 2 Thess 3:17, the sign in every epistle. He dictated, but signed at the end. If we only had that signature on that scrap of paper.

1 Cor 16:22
Anathema. The word seems a bit harsh to us, but the refusal to love Christ ou (NT: 3756) filei (NT: 5368) on the part of a nominal Christian deserves anathema (see the note at 1 Cor 12:3 for this word). Maran-atha (NT: 3134). This Aramaic phrase means "Our Lord [maran] cometh [atha]" or, used as a proleptic perfect, "has come." 

It seems to be a sort of watchword (cf. 1 Thess 4:14 ff; James 5:7 f; Phil 4:5; Rev 1:7; 3:11; 22:20), expressing the lively hope that the Lord will come. It was a curious blunder in the King James Version that connected Maran   atha with Anathema (NT: 331).

(From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft & Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament. Copyright (c) 1985 by Broadman Press)
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MARAN ATHA    Maran  Atha
Maranatha

(So L, but maran atha R, G, T, TR, WH), the Chaldean words maaraanaa' 'ªtaah,

i. e. our Lord cometh or will come 1 Cor 16:22.

(From Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database. Copyright © 2000, 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

Ver. 23. "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you."

This is like a teacher, to help not only with advice, but also with prayers.

Ver. 24. "My love be with you all in Christ Jesus, Amen."

Thus to hinder them from thinking that in flattery to them he so ended, he saith, "In Christ Jesus." It having nothing in it human or carnal, but being of a sort of spiritual nature. Wherefore it is thoroughly genuine. For indeed the expression was that of one who loves deeply. 

As thus; because he was separated from them as regards place, as it were by the stretching out of a right hand he encloses them with the · arms of his love, saying, "My love be with you all;" just as if he said, "With all of you I am." 
Whereby he intimates that the things written came not of wrath or anger, but of provident care, seeing that after so heavy an accusation he doth not turn himself away, but rather loves them, and embraces them when they are afar off, by these epistles and writings throwing himself into their arms.

(from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 12, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

1 Cor 16:23

The grace ... This is the salutation meant in 1 Cor 16:21; from which unbelievers (1 Cor 16:22: cf. 2 John 10:11) are excluded.
1 Cor 16:24

My love ... After having administered severe rebukes, he closes with "love:" his very rebukes were prompted by love, and therefore are in harmony with the profession here: love in Christ Jesus embraced "all" who loved Him.

The subscription represents the letter as written from Philippi. 1 Cor 16:8 shows it was written at Ephesus. Bengel conjectures that it was sent from Philippi (1 Cor 16:5), because the deputies of the Corinthians accompanied Paul there. From Ephesus there was a road to Corinth above Philippi.

(From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

This ends the study of 1 Corinthians 1/31/05  Paul the Learner
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