James
Chapter 5
James 5:1-6
 ‎5:1Rich Oppressors Will Be Judged 
Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you! 2Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. 3Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days. 4Indeed the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.* You have lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury; you have fattened your hearts as*in a day of slaughter. 6You have condemned, you have murdered the just; he does not resist you. NKJV
James 5:1
Come now, ye rich age nun hoi plousioi. Exclamatory interjection as in James 4:13. Direct address to the rich as a class as in 1 Tim 6:17. Apparently, here James has in mind the rich as a class, whether believer, as in James 1:10f, or unbeliever, as in James 2:1f, 6. The plea here is not directly for reform, but a warning of certain judgment (James 5:1-6) and for Christians "a certain grim comfort in the hardships of poverty" (Ropes) in James 5:7-11.
Weep and howl klausate ololuzontes. "Burst into weeping (ingressive aorist active imperative of klaioo as in James 4:9), howling with grief" (present active participle of the old onomatopoetic verb ololuzoo, here only in the New Testament, like Latin ululare, with which compare Alalazoo in Matt 5:38.

For your miseries epi tais talaipooriais humoon. An old word from talaipooros (Rom 7:24) and like talaipooreoo in James 4:9 (from tlaoo, to endure, and pooros, a callus).

That is coming upon you tais eperchomenais. Present middle participle of the old compound eperchomai to come upon, used here in futuristic prophetic sense.







(From Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament,) 
‘(Age nun hoi plousioi come now, you rich speaking of the class of people) O you rich men, (klausate ololuzontes weep and howl or burst into weeping or howling with grief) weep and howl (epi tais talaipooriais humoon for your miseries) for the miseries (tais eperchomenais that is coming upon you which is used in a futuristic prophetic sense here) which shall come upon you!’ James 5:1 Peshitta    
7 sins of wicked rich men:

1. Heaping together treasures on earth (v. 3; Mt. 6:19-21; Lk. 12:15-21).

2. Defrauding laborers (v. 4; Lev. 19:13; Deut. 24:14-15; Jer. 22:13; Mal. 3:5).

3. Living in pleasure at the expense of those defrauded (v. 5; Mt. 23:14).
4. Living in wantonness or sensual appetites to the uttermost (v. 5; Rom. 13:13; 1 Tim. 5:11; 2 Pet. 2:18).
5. Nourishing the heart, or living in luxury and pride (v. 5).

6. Condemning the just, or preventing the judgment of the poor (v. 6; 2:1-10).

7. Killing the just to multiply their own riches (v. 6; 1 Kings 21).


(Dake)
CHAPTER FIVE

James 5:1-6

5:1-6 These verses continue the thought of 4:13-17; compare Mt 6:19-20. Commentaries which understand this condemnation to be directed at non-believing Jews (like 2:6-7) not only feed anti-Semitism by lending supposed biblical support to the caricature of the miserly and oppressive Jew, but also misunderstand the prophetic task. In the Tanakh, Psalm 73 and Isaiah 5:8 are similarly critical of the arrogant rich without excluding them from God's people Israel, and there are other similar passages in the Prophets. This paragraph, which addresses the rich directly, must be understood as meant for rich believers, who will read it, not for unbelievers, who won't. (However, its truth applies to them as well.)





(Jewish New Testament Commentary)
James 5:1-6






MONEY TALKS
“If money talks," said a popular comedian, "all it ever says to me is good-bye!"
But money was not saying "good-bye" to the men James addressed in this section of his letter. These men were rich, and their riches were sinful. They were using their wealth for selfish purposes, and were persecuting the poor in the process.

One of the themes that run through James 5 is trouble: 

1. We meet poor people deprived of their wages (James 5:4), 

2. As well as people who are physically afflicted (James 5:13-16), 

3. And spiritually backslidden (James 5:19-20). 

A second theme that James introduced is prayer:

(1) The poor laborers cry out to God (James 5:4). 
(2) The sick and afflicted should pray (James 5:13-16). 
(3) He cited Elijah as an example of one who believed in prayer times (James 5:17-18).

When you join these two themes, you arrive at the fifth mark of the mature Christian: he is Prayerful in troubles. Instead of giving up when troubles come, the mature believer turns to God in prayer and seeks divine help. The immature person trusts in his own experience and skill, or else turns to others for help. While it is true that God often meets our needs through the hands of other people, this aid must be the result of prayer.

James did not say it was a sin to be rich. After all, Abraham was a wealthy man, yet he walked with God, and was greatly used of God to bless the whole world. James was concerned about the selfishness of the rich, and advised them to "weep and howl." He gave three reasons for his exhortation.

1. The Way They Got Their Wealth (James 5:4, 6a)
The Bible does not discourage the acquiring of wealth. In the Law of Moses, specific rules are laid down for getting and securing wealth. The Jews in Canaan owned their own property, worked it, and benefited from the produce. In several of His parables, Jesus indicated His respect for personal property and private gain. There is nothing in the Epistles that contradicts the right of private ownership and profit.
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What the Bible does condemn is acquiring wealth by illegal means or for illegal purposes. The Prophet Amos thundered a message of judgment against the wealthy upper crust that robbed the poor and used their stolen wealth for selfish luxuries. Isaiah and Jeremiah also exposed the selfishness of the rich and warned that judgment was coming. It is in this spirit that James wrote. He gave two illustrations of how the rich acquired their wealth.
(1) Holding back wages (v. 4). Laborers were hired and paid by the day and did not have any legal contracts with their employers. The Parable of the Laborers in Matt 20:1-16 gives some idea of the system in that day. In the Law, God gave definite instructions concerning the laboring man in order to protect him from the oppressive employer.
"You shall not oppress a hired servant who is poor and needy, whether he is one of your countrymen or one of your aliens who is in your land in your towns. You shall give him his wages on his day before the sun sets, for he is poor and sets his heart on it; so that he may not cry against you to the Lord and it become sin in you" (Deut 24:14-15, NASB).

"You shall not oppress your neighbor, nor rob him. The wages of a hired man are not to remain with you all night until morning" (Lev 19:13, NASB).
"Woe to him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong; that useth his neighbor's service without wages, and giveth him not for his work" (Jer 22:13).
These rich men had hired the laborers and promised to pay them a specific amount. The men had completed their work but had not been paid. The tense of the verb "kept back" in the original Greek indicates that the laborers never will get their salaries.
"Thou shalt not steal" is still the law of God, and it is a law He will enforce. As Christians, it behooves us to be faithful to pay our bills. As a pastor, I find myself embarrassed when unsaved men tell me about Christians who owe them money and apparently have no intention of paying.
I recall meeting a doctor friend while I was visiting in the hospital. "How are things going?" I asked, and he replied, "Oh, I guess things are OK."
"I pray for you," I told him, wanting to be an encouragement.
"I appreciate that," he replied. "But while you're at it, pray for all the people who owe me money. It'd help if they would pay up!"
(2). Controlling the courts (v. 6a). It is often the case that those who have wealth also have political power and can get what they want. "What is the Golden Rule?" asked a character in a comic strip. His friend answered, "Whoever has the gold makes the rules!" James asked, "Do not the rich men oppress you and draw you before the judgment seats?" (James 2:6)
When the name Watergate is mentioned, nobody thinks of a beautiful hotel. That word reminds us of an ugly episode in American history that led to the revelation of lies and the resignation of the President of the United States. Each side accused the other of obstructing justice and manipulating the laws.
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When God established Israel in her land: 
1. He gave the people a system of courts (see Deut 17:8-13). 
2. He warned the judges not to be greedy (Ex 18:21). 
3. They were not to be partial to the rich or the poor (Lev 19:15). 
4. No judge was to tolerate perjury (Deut 19:16-21). 
5. Bribery was condemned by the Lord (Isa 33:15; Mic 3:11; 7:3). 
The Prophet Amos denounced the judges in his day who took bribes and "fixed" cases (Amos 5:12, 15).
The courts in James' day were apparently easy to control if you had enough money. The poor workers could not afford expensive lawsuits, so they were beaten down every time. The workers had the just cause, but they were not given justice. Instead, they were abused and ruined. ("Killed" should probably be taken in a figurative way, as in James 4:2, though it is possible that the rich men could so oppress the poor that the poor would die.) The poor man did not resist the rich man because he had no weapons with which to fight. All he could do was call on the Lord for justice.
The Bible warns us against the securing of wealth by illegal means: 

(a) God owns all wealth (Ps 50:10); He permits us to be stewards of His wealth for His glory. 

(b) "Wealth obtained by fraud dwindles, but the one who gathers by labor increases it" (Prov 13:11, NASB). 
(c) It is "the hand of the diligent that makes rich" (Prov 10:4). 
(d) "Do not weary yourself to gain wealth" (Prov 23:4). 
(e) We must put God first in our lives, and He will see to it that we always have all that we need (Matt 6:33).




(The Bible Exposition Commentary)
James 5:1-11

I. They Are Patient When Wronged (5:1-11)

In those days a great gulf existed between the rich and poor; the "middle class" as we know it today was not a major presence in society. It appears that the Gospel appealed to the poor masses, while the rich rejected Christ (with some exceptions) and oppressed the Christian poor.

A. The sins of the rich (vv. 1-6).

James lists several sins and shows that the rich were only preparing themselves for coming judgment: 
1. First, he names hoarding (vv. 1-3). He proclaims that the rich had amassed their wealth only to have it fade away. Their gold, silver, and garments (see Mt 6:19-20) would only rust and be eaten away. Their very riches, by fading away, bore witness against their present selfishness and would testify against them again at the judgment. They had heaped up treasures but forgot that the "last day" was upon them and that judgment was coming. James may have been referring to the impending fall of Jerusalem. 
2. The second sin he names is stealing wages (v. 4); these rich people had held back the honest wages of the poor (see Lev 19:13). They used fraud to steal these wages, and their sins would find them out! We often hear the phrase "Money talks!" In this case, the stolen wages cried out to God for justice, and the needy workers cried out to God too. "Lord of Sabbath" (v. 4) means "Lord of the armies" and is the "battle name" of God. See Isaiah 1:9 and Rom. 9:29. God would come with His armies and judge these thieves! 
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5:1-6
3. The third sin named is extravagant living (v. 5). Certainly God wants us to enjoy the blessings of life (see 1 Timothy 6:17), but He does not want such a life to be wasteful and luxurious while robbing others in need. These men were living in needless luxury and were spending wantonly, using money that was not rightfully theirs. James compares them to senseless cattle who feed themselves without restraint, little realizing that they are only being fattened up for the slaughter! See Amos 4:1-3. 
4. The final sin is injustice (v. 6). The rich took advantage of their power to abuse and kill the poor. These Christians did not resist; they left their case in the hands of the Righteous Judge (Romans 12:17-21).

(From Wiersbe's Expository Outlines on the New Testament. Copyright © 1992 by Chariot Victor Publishing, an imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved.)

James 5:2
Riches ho ploutos. Masculine singular, but occasionally neuter to ploutos in nominative and accusative (2 Cor 8:2). Apparently pleotos fullness (from pleos full, pimpleemi to fill). "Wealth."
Are corrupted seseepen. Second perfect active indicative of seepoo (root sap as in sapros, rotten), to corrupt, to destroy, here intransitive "has rotted." Only here in the New Testament. On the worthlessness of mere wealth see Matt 6:19, 24.

Are moth-eaten seetobroota gegonen. "Have become (second perfect indicative of ginomai, singular number, though himatia, neuter plural, treated collectively) moth-eaten" seetobroota, a late and rare compound from sees, moth, Matt 6:19f and brootos, verbal adjective of bibrooskoo to eat John 6:13. This compound found only here, Job 13:28, Sibyll. Orac. Proem. 64). Rich robes as heirlooms, but moth-eaten. Vivid picture. Witness the 250 "lost millionaires" in the United States in 1931 as compared with 1929. Riches have wings.
(Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament)
‘Your (ho ploutos riches or wealth) riches are (seseepen are corrupted or has rotted) destroyed and rotted, and your garments are (seetobroota gegonen are moth-eaten or have become moth-eaten remember that riches have wings) moth-eaten.’ James 5:2 Peshitta plus comments

James 5:3

5:3 This is the acharit-hayamim (“the end of days”), and you have been storing up wealth! Yechiel Lichtenstein remarks,

 “This is an ironical way of writing, ‘You have heaped treasure for a time when it will deteriorate.’ So it will be in the end of days (ketz-hayamim). [In contrast,] Ya‘akov James says that his hope is...that the Lord will speedily return—as in v. 8, ‘the Lord's return is near.’” (Commentary to the New Testament, ad loc.)



(Jewish New Testament Commentary)
Note: a few years ago, I read in the Jerusalem post that the rich employers were employing foreign workers and not paying them. You would think that they would learn from history.  Paul the Learner
2. The Way the Rich Used Their Wealth (James 5:3-5)
It is bad enough to gain wealth in a sinful way, but to use that wealth in sinful ways just makes the sin greater.
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5:3-5
(1) They stored it up (v. 3). Of course, there is nothing sinful about saving. "For the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children" (2 Cor 12:14). "But if any provide not for his own, and especially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel" (1 Tim 5:8). "Then you ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my arrival I would have received my money back with interest" (Matt 25:27, NASB).
But it is wrong to store up wealth when you owe money to your employees. These rich men were hoarding grain, gold, and garments. They thought that they were rich because they had these possessions. Instead of laying up treasures in heaven by using their wealth for God's glory (Matt 6:19ff), they were selfishly guarding it for their own security and pleasure. Not more than ten years after James wrote this letter, Jerusalem fell to the Romans, and all this accumulated wealth was taken.
What did Jesus mean by "laying up treasures in heaven"? Did He mean we should "sell everything and give to the poor" as He instructed the rich young ruler? I think not. He spoke that way to the rich ruler because covetousness was the young man's besetting sin, and Jesus wanted to expose it. To lay up treasures in heaven means to use all that we have as stewards of God's wealth. You and I may possess many things, but we do not own them. God is the Owner of everything and we are His stewards.
What we possess and use are merely things, apart from the will of God. When we yield to His will and use what He gives us to serve Him, then things become treasures and we are investing in eternity. What we do on earth is recorded in heaven, and God keeps the books and pays the interest.

What a tragedy it is to see people "heap up treasures for the last days" instead of "laying up treasures in heaven." The Bible does not discourage saving or even investing; but it does condemn hoarding.

(2) They kept others from benefiting from it (v. 4). By fraudulent means, the rich men robbed the poor. The rich men were not using their own wealth, but they would not pay their laborers and permit them to use the wealth. Perhaps they were waiting for salaries to go down.
Since we are stewards of God's wealth, we have certain responsibilities toward our Master. We must be faithful to use what He gives us for the good of others and the glory of God. "Moreover, it is required in stewards that a man is found faithful" (1 Cor 4:2). Joseph was a faithful steward in Potiphar's house, and Potiphar prospered. There are ways that we can use God's wealth to help others.
(3) They lived in luxury (v. 5)."You have lived in high style on the earth!" (James 5:5, literal translation) Luxury is waste, and waste is sin.
A magazine advertisement told of the shopping spree of an oil-rich sultan. He purchased nineteen Cadillac’s, one for each of his nineteen wives, and paid extra to have the cars lengthened. He also bought two Porsches, six Mercedes, a $40,000 speedboat and a truck for hauling it. Add to the list sixteen refrigerators, $47,000 worth of women's luggage, two Florida grapefruit trees, two reclining chairs, and one slot machine. His total bill was $1.5 million, and he had to pay another $194,500 to have everything delivered. Talk about living in luxury!
All of us are grateful for the good things of life, and we would certainly not want to return to primitive conditions. But we recognize the fact that there is a point of diminishing returns. "Tell me what thou dost need," said the Quaker to his neighbor, "and I will tell thee how to get along without it." 
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5:5
Jesus said, "Beware and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions" (Luke 12:15, NASB). These rich men James addressed were feeding themselves on their riches and starving to death. The Greek word pictures cattle being fattened for the slaughter.
There is a great difference between enjoying what God has given us (1 Tim 6:17) and living extravagantly on what we have withheld from others. Even if what we have has been earned lawfully and in the will of God, we must not waste it on selfish living. There are too many needs to be met.
Luxury has a way of ruining character. It is a form of self-indulgence. If you match character with wealth, you can produce much good; but if you match self-indulgence with wealth, the result is sin. The rich man Jesus described in Luke 16:19-31 would have felt right at home with the rich men James wrote to!




(The Bible Exposition Commentary.) 
‘We ought not to call any man happy before he is dead.’ [461 The Wars of the Jews Pg. 721 Josephus]
What good is there wealth at this time?                                               Paul the Learner
‘The madness of the seditious did also increase together with their famine, and both those miseries were every day inflamed more and more; (425) for there was no corn which anywhere appeared publicly, but the robbers came running into, and searched men’s private houses; and then, if thy found any, they tormented them, because they had denied they had any; and if they found none, they tormented them worse, because they supposed they had more carefully concealed it.’ 

Josephus - The Wars of the Jews Page 719

Note: what is the value of your riches if you are dying of hunger?        Paul the Learner
James 5:3
Are rusted katiootai. Perfect passive indicative (singular for chrusos and arguros are grouped as one) of katiooo, a late verb (from ios, rust) with perfective sense of kata, to rust through (down to the bottom), found only here, Sir. 12:11, Epictetus (Diss. 4, 6, 14).
Rustios. Poison in James 3:8; Rom 3:13 (only New Testament examples of an old word). Silver does corrode and gold will tarnish. Dioscorides (V. 91) tells about gold being rusted by chemicals. Modern chemists can even transmute metals as the alchemists claimed.

For a testimony eis marturion. A common idiom as in Matt 8:4 (use of eis with accusative in predicate).

Against you humin. Dative of disadvantage as in Mark 6:11 eis marturion autois where in the parallel passage (Luke 9:5) we have eis marturion ep' autous. "To you" will make sense, as in Matt 8:4; 10:18, but "against" is the idea here as in Luke 21:13.

Shall eat fagetai. Future middle (a late form from efagon) of defective verb esthioo, to eat.
Your flesh TAS sarkas. The plural is used for the fleshy parts of the body like pieces of flesh (Rev 17:16; 19:18, 21). Rust eats like a canker, like cancer in the body.

As fire hoos pur. Editors differ here whether to connect this phrase with fagetai, just before (as Mayor), for fire eats up more rapidly than rust, or with the following, as Westcott and Hort and Ropes, that is the eternal fire of Gehenna which awaits them (Matt 25:41; Mark 9:44). 
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5:3
This interpretation makes a more vivid picture for etheesaurisate (ye have laid up, first aorist active indicative of theesaurizoo, Matt 6:19 and see Prov 16:27), but it is more natural to take it with fagetai.










(Robertson’s Word Pictures) 

‘Your gold and silver are tarnished, and the rust of them will be a testimony against you and will eat your flesh. The treasures which you have heaped together will be as fire to you for the last days.’ James 5:3 Peshitta Text

[I believe that the text from Josephus answers here]
James 5:4

5:4 The wages you have fraudulently withheld. Compare Leviticus 19:13, “The wages of him who is hired shall not stay with you all night until morning”; also Deuteronomy 24:14-15, Malachi 3:5.

The outcries have reached the ears of Adonai-Tzva’ot, like those of Abel's blood (Genesis 4:10) and of the Israelites in Egypt (Exodus 3:7). God saw the sin in these cases and dealt with it; likewise he will not ignore injustice toward workers.



(Jewish New Testament Commentary) 

James 5:4
The hire homisthos. An old word for wages (Matt 20:8). Laborers ergatoon. Any one who works ergazomai, especially agricultural workers (Matt 9:37).
Who mowed toon ameesantoon. Genitive plural of the articular first aorist active participle of amaoo (from Hama, together), an old verb, to gather together, to reap, here only in the New Testament. Fields chooras. Estates or farms (Luke 12:16).

This is of you kept back by fraud ho apestereemenos af’ humoon. Perfect passive articular participle of apostereoo, a late compound (simplex hustereoo common as Matt 19:20), to be behindhand from, to fail of, to cause to withdraw, to defraud. Pitiful picture of earned wages kept back by rich Jews, an old problem of capital and labor that is with us yet in acute form.

The cries hai boai. An old word from which boaoo comes (Matt 3:3), here only in the New Testament. The stolen money "cries out" krazei, the workers cry out for vengeance. That reaped toon therisantoon. Genitive plural of the articular participle first aorist active of therizoo (an old verb from theros, summer, Matt 24:32), to reap, to harvest while summer allows (Matt 6:26).

Have entered eiseleeluthan. Perfect active third person plural indicative of eiserchomai, an old and common compound, to go or come into. This late form is by analogy of the aorist for the usual form in -asi. Of the Lord of Sabaoth Kuriou Sabaooth. "Of the Lord of Hosts," quotation from Isa 5:9 as in Rom 9:29, transliterating the Hebrew word for "Hosts," an expression for the omnipotence of God like Pantokratoor (Rev 4:8). God hears the cries of the oppressed workmen even if the employers are deaf.








(Robertson’s Word Pictures)
‘Behold, the (homisthos the hire) wage of the (ergatoon laborers especially agricultural workers) laborers (toon ameesantoon who mowed, to gather together, to reap) who have reaped your (chooras fields, estates or farms) fields, that which (ho apestereemenos af’ humoon  this is of you kept back by fraud) you have fraudulently kept back, (hai boai the cries); and the cry of the (toon therisantoon the reaped those that reap the harvest while summer allows it) reapers has (eiseleeluthan have entered, to go or come into) already entered into the ears of (Kuriou Sabaooth of the Lord of Sabbath) the Lord of Sabbath.’  James 5:4 Peshitta Text plus commentary 
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Note:  God is watching and remembering and judging every action you take.   Paul the Learner     
What Their Riches Will Do (James 5:1-4)
The rich thought they had it made because of their wealth, but God thought otherwise. "Howl for your miseries that shall come upon you" (James 5:1). James described the consequences of misusing riches.

(A) Riches will vanish (vv. 23a).Grain will rot ("corrupted" in James 5:2); gold will rust; and garments will become moth-eaten. Nothing material in this world will last forever. The seeds of death and decay are found in all of creation.
It is a great mistake to think there is security in wealth. Paul wrote, "Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited, or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches" (1 Tim 6:17). Riches are uncertain. The money market fluctuates from hour to hour, and so does the stock market. Actually, gold does not rust the way iron does; but the idea is the same: the gold is losing its value. Add to this the fact that life is brief, and we cannot take wealth with us, and you can see how foolish it is to live for the things of this world. God said to the rich man, "Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?" (Luke 12:20)
        (B)Misused riches erode character (v. 3)."Their corrosion ... will eat your flesh Like fire" (James  5:3, NIV). This is a present judgment: the poison of wealth has infected them and they are being eaten alive. Of itself, money is not sinful; it is neutral. But "the love of money is the root of all evil" (1 Tim 6:10). "Thou shalt not covet" is the last of the Ten Commandments, but it is the most dangerous. Covetousness will make a person break all the other nine commandments.
Abraham was a rich man, but he maintained His faith and character. When Lot became rich, it ruined His character and ultimately ruined his family. It is good to have riches in your hand provided they do not get into your heart. "If riches increase, set not your heart upon them" (Ps 62:10). "A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favor rather than silver and gold" (Prov 22:1).
            (C)  Judgment is a certainty (vv. 3, 5). James not only saw a present judgment (their wealth decaying, their character eroding), but also a future judgment before God. Jesus Christ will be the Judge (James 5:9), and His judgment will be righteous.
Note the witnesses that God will call on that Day of Judgment: 
1. First, the rich men's wealth will witness against them (James 5:3). Their rotten grain, rusted gold and silver, and moth-eaten garments will bear witness of the selfishness of their hearts. There is a bit of irony here: the rich men saved their wealth to help them, but their hoarded riches will only testify against them.
2. The wages they held back will also witness against them in court (James 5:4a). Money talks! These stolen salaries cry out to God for justice and judgment. God heard Abel's blood cry out from the ground (Gen 4:10), and He hears this stolen money cry out too.
3. The workers will also testify against them (James 5:4). There will be no opportunities for the rich to bribe the witnesses or the Judge. God hears the cries of His oppressed people and He will judge righteously.
This judgment is a serious thing. The lost will stand before Christ at the Great White Throne (Rev 20:11-15). The saved will stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ (Rom 14:10-12; 2 Cor 5:9-10). 
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God will not judge our sins, because they have already been judged on the cross; but He will judge our works and our ministry. If we have been faithful in serving and glorifying Him, we will receive a reward; if we have been unfaithful, we shall lose our reward but not our salvation (1 Cor 3:1-15).

            (D) The loss of a precious opportunity (v. 3). "The last days" indicates that James believed that  
                   the coming of the Lord was near (see James 5:8-9). We must "buy up the opportunity" (Eph   
                   5:16, literal translation) and work while it is day (John 9:4). Think of the good that could     

                  have been accomplished with that hoarded wealth. There were poor people in that


      Congregation who could have been helped (James 2:1-6). There were workers who deserved

      their wages. Sad to say, in a few years the Jewish nation was defeated and scattered, and   

                  Jerusalem destroyed.

It is good to have the things that money can buy, provided you also have the things that money cannot buy. What good is a $500,000 house if there is no home? Or a million-dollar diamond ring if there is no love? James did not condemn riches or rich people; he condemned the wrong use of riches, and rich people who use their wealth as a weapon and not as a tool with which to build.
It is possible to be "poor in this world" (James 2:5) and yet rich in the next world. It is also possible to be "rich in this world" (1 Tim 6:17) and poor in the next world. The return of Jesus Christ will make some people poor and others rich, depending on the spiritual condition of their hearts. "For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also" (Matt 6:21).
What we keep, we lose. What we give to God, we keep, and He adds interest to it. A famous preacher, known for his long sermons, was asked to give the annual "charity sermon" for the poor. It was suggested that if he preached too long, the congregation might not give as much as they should.

The preacher read His text from Prov 19:17- "He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he hath given will He pay him again." His sermon indeed was brief.

"If you like the terms, then put down your money.
Yes, money talks. What will it say to you at the last judgment?










(The Bible Exposition Commentary). 
James 5:5
Ye have lived delicately etrufeesate. First aorist (constative, summary) active indicative of trufaoo, an old verb from trufee (luxurious living as in Luke 7:25, from thruptoo, to break down, to enervate), to lead a soft life, only here in the New Testament.
Taken your pleasure espataleesate. First aorist (constative) active indicative of spatalaoo, a late and rare verb, to live voluptuously or wantonly (from spatalee, riotous living, wantonness, once as bracelet), in the New Testament only here and 1 Tim 5:6.

Ye have nourished ethrepsate. First aorist (constative) active indicative of trefoo, an old verb, to feed, to fatten (Matt 6:26). They are fattening themselves like sheep or oxen all unconscious of "the day of slaughter" en heemera sfagees, definite without the article) ahead of them. For this use of sfagees see Rom 8:36 probata sfagees, sheep for the slaughter, sfagee from sfazoo, to slay), consummate sarcasm on the folly of sinful rich people. (Robertson’s Word Pictures)
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5:5
‘For (etrufeesate you have lived delicately or lead a soft life) have had your luxuries on earth and have been (espataleesate taken your pleasure) greedy; (ethrepsate you have nourished or are fattening yourselves like sheep or oxen) you have fed your bodies as for (en heemera sfagees the day of slaughter) the day of slaughter.’ James 5:5 Peshitta plus commentary    
James 5:6
Ye have condemned katedikasate. First aorist active indicative of katadikazoo, an old verb (from katadikee, condemnation, Acts 25:15). The rich controlled the courts of justice.
Ye have killed the righteous one efoneusate ton dikaion. First aorist active indicative of foneuoo (James 2:11; 4:2). "The righteous one" ton dikaion is the generic use of the singular with article for the class. There is probably no direct reference to one individual, though it does picture well the death of Christ and also the coming death of James himself, who was called the Just (Eusebius, H.E. ii. 23). Stephen (Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers 2, Volume 1 - Eusebius: Church History and Life of Constantine Acts 7:52) directly accuses the Sanhedrin with being betrayers and murderers prodotai kai foneis of the righteous one tou dikaiou.

He doth not resist you ouk antitassetai humin. It is possible to treat this as a question. Present middle indicative of antitassoo, for which see James 4:6. Without a question the unresisting end of the victim ton dikaion is pictured. With a question ouk, expecting an affirmative answer) God or Lord is the subject, with the final judgment in view. There is no way to decide definitely. (Robertson)
‘Ye have condemned and killed the just; [To-convict ye-murder the just] and he doth not resist you. [Not He-is-instead-setting to-you].’ James 5:6 + Concordant Greek Text 400 AD

Note: By the Greek using the capital He it is speaking here of our Lord Jesus Christ. And using the words ‘setting to-you’ it is speaking about the Crucifixion of Christ.  

Paul the Learner

‘(Efoneusate ton dikaion you have killed the righteous one probably speaking about Jesus or even James himself? This directly accuses the Sanhedrin with being betrayers and murderers) you have condemned and murdered the righteous; (ouk antitassetai humin He doth not resist you) and yet he does not resist you.’ James 5:6 Peshitta plus comments    
James 5:7-12
7Be Patient and Persevering 
Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain. 8You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned.*Behold, the Judge is standing at the door! 10My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience. 11Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord — that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful. 12But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath. But let your "Yes" be "Yes," and your "No," "No," lest you fall into judgment.*  NKJV
James 5:7-8

5:7-8 “Fruit of the earth.” The quotation is from the b’rakhah said before eating berries or vegetables, “Blessed are you, Adonai our God, King of the universe, creator of the fruit of the earth.” Compare Mt 26:27-29&Notes
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5:7, 8
The fall and spring rains, called in the Hebrew Bible, respectively, yoreh and malkosh. The reference is to the climatic pattern in Israel, where the bulk of the rainfall comes between November and March. Substantial rains in October (the yoreh) and April (the malkosh) are rare, but they are of great benefit to crops. Dan Levine, a Messianic Jewish friend: “The spiritual yoreh was at Shavu‘ot [Acts 2&NN], the malkosh is coming soon.” Or, as Ya‘akov James puts it, The Lord's return is near, following up his remark that “this is the acharit-hayamim” (v. 3&N).  
(Jewish New Testament Commentary)
Note: The former rain fell at Pentecost in Acts 2 and the latter rain has started in the first part of the 1900 and is continuing today until He comes to claim His bride.                    Paul the Learner
The Farmer (James 5:7-9)

If a man is impatient, then he had better not become a farmer. No crop appears overnight (except perhaps a crop of weeds), and no farmer has control over the weather. Too much rain can cause the crop to rot, and too much sun can burn it up. An early frost can kill the crop. How long-suffering the farmer must be with the weather!
He must also have patience with the seed and the crop, for it takes time for plants to grow, Jewish farmers would plow and sow in what to us are the autumn months. The "early rain" would soften the soil. The "latter rain" would come in the early spring (our February/March) and help to mature the harvest. The farmer had to wait many weeks for his seed to produce fruit.

Why did he willingly wait so long? Because the fruit is "precious" (James 5:7). The harvest is worth waiting for. "In due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal 6:9). "For the earth produces crops by itself, first the blade, then the head, then the mature grain in the head. But when the crop permits, he immediately puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come" (Mark 4:28-29, NASB).

James pictured the Christian as a "spiritual farmer" looking for a spiritual harvest. "Be ye also patient, establish your hearts" (James 5:8). Our hearts are the soil, and the "seed is the Word of God" (Luke 8:11). There are seasons to the spiritual life just as there are seasons to the soil. Sometimes, our hearts become cold and "wintry," and the Lord has to "plow them up" before He can plant the seed (Jer 4:3). He sends the sunshine and the rains of His goodness to water and nurture the seeds planted; but we must be patient to wait for the harvest.

Here, then, is a secret of endurance when the going is tough: God is producing a harvest in our lives. He wants the "fruit of the Spirit" to grow (Gal 5:22-23), and the only way He can do it is through trials and troubles. Instead of growing impatient with God and with ourselves, we must yield to the Lord and permit the fruit to grow. We are "spiritual farmers" looking for a harvest.

You can enjoy this kind of a harvest only if your heart is established James 5:8). One of the purposes of the spiritual ministry of the local church is to establish the heart (Rom 1:11). Paul sent Timothy to Thessalonica, to establish the young Christians in their faith (1 Thess 3:1-3); and Paul also prayed for them that they might be established (1 Thess 3:10-13). The ministry of the Word of God and prayer are important if the heart is going to be established. A heart that is not established cannot bear fruit.
Keep in mind that the farmer does not stand around doing nothing: he is constantly at work as he looks toward the harvest. James did not tell these suffering believers to put on white robes, climb a hill, and wait for Jesus to return. "Keep working and waiting" was his admonition. "Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord when He cometh shall find so doing" (Luke 12:43).
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5:7-9
Nor does the farmer get into fights with his neighbors. One of the usual marks of farmers is their willingness to help one another. Nobody on the farm has time or energy for disputes with the neighbors. James must have had this in mind when he added, "Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged" (James 5:9, NIV). Impatience with God often leads to impatience with God's people, and this is a sin we must avoid. If we start using the sickles on each other, we will miss the harvest!





(The Bible Exposition Commentary)
James 5:7
Be patient therefore makrothumeesate oun. A direct corollary oun, therefore) from the coming judgment on the wicked rich (James 5:1-6). First aorist (constative) active imperative of makrothumeoo, a late compound (Plutarch, Septuagint) from makrothumos makros, thumos, of long spirit, not losing heart), as in Matt 18:26. The appeal is to the oppressed brethren. Catch your wind for a long race (long-tempered as opposed to short-tempered). See already the exhortation to patience hupomonee in James 1:3f, 12 and repeated in James 5:11. They will need both submission hupomenoo James 5:11) and steadfastness makrothumia James 5:10).
Until the coming of the Lord heoos tees parousias. The second coming of Christ he means, the regular phrase here and in James 5:8 for that idea (Matt 24:3, 37, 39; 1 Thess 2:19, etc.).

The husbandman ho geoorgos. The worker in the ground gee, ergoo as in Matt 21:33ff.

Waiteth for ekdechetai. Present middle indicative of ekdechomai, an old verb for eager expectation as in Acts 17:16.

Precious timion. An old adjective from timee (honor, price), dear to the farmer because of his toil for it. See 1 Peter 1:19.
Being patient over it makrothumoon ep' autoo. Present active participle of makrothumeoo just used in the exhortation, picturing the farmer longing and hoping over his precious crop (cf. Luke 18:7 of God).

Until it receive heoos labee. Temporal clause of the future with heoos and the second aorist active subjunctive of lambanoo, vividly describing the farmer's hopes and patience.

The early and latter rain proimon kai opsimon. The word for rain hueton Acts 14:17) is absent from the best MSS. The adjective proimos (from prooi, early) occurs here only in the New Testament, though old in the form proimos and proois. See Deut 11:14; Jer 5:24, etc. for these terms for the early rain in October or November for the germination of the grain, and the latter rain opsimon, from opse, late, here only in the New Testament) in April and May for maturing the grain. 
(Robertson’s Word Pictures)
‘But my brethren, (makrothumeesate oun be patient therefore suffering brethren) be patient (heoos tees parousias until the coming of the Lord the second time) until the coming of the Lord, just as (ho geoorgos the husbandman the worker of the ground) husbandman (ekdechetai waits for with eager expectation) waits for the (timion precious because of his toil for it)precious crop of his field, and has long (makrothumoon ep’ auto being patient over it as picturing the farmer longing and hoping over his precious crop) patience for it, (heoos labee until it receive speaking about the famer’s hopes and patience) until he receives (proimon kai opsimon the early and latter rain) the early and the latter rain.’ James 5:7 Peshitta plus commentary       
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James 5:8

Ye also kai humeis. As well as the farmers. Establish steerixate. First aorist active imperative of steerizoo, an old verb, (from steeringx), a support) to make stable, as in Luke 22:32; 1 Thess 3:13.
Is at hand eengiken. Present perfect active indicative of engizoo, a common verb, to draw near (from engus), in James 4:8, for drawing near. Same form used by John in his preaching (Matt 3:2). In 1 Peter 4:7 the same word appears to have an eschatological sense as apparently here. How "near" or "nigh" did James mean? Clearly, it could only be a hope, for Jesus had distinctly said that no one knew when he would return. 




(Robertson’s Word Pictures)
 ‘(Kai humeis you also) You be patient also; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of our Lord (eengiken is at hand this was a hope that James had as well as the Apostle Paul, they had no idea that over 2,000 years would go by and we are still waiting and expecting His soon return) is at hand.’ 









James 5:8 Peshitta plus commentary 
James 5:9
Murmur not mee stenazete. Prohibition with mee and the present active imperative of stenazoo, an old verb, to groan. "Stop groaning against one another," as some was already doing in view of their troubles. In view of the hope of the Second Coming lift up your heads.
That ye be not judged hina mee kritheete. Negative purpose clause with hina mee and the first aorist passive subjunctive of krinoo. As already indicated (James 2:12f; 4:12) and repeated in James 5:12. Reminiscence of the words of Jesus in Matt 7:1f.

Standeth before the doors pro toon thuroon hesteeken. Perfect active indicative of histeemi, "is standing now." Again like the language of Jesus in Matt 24:33 epi thurais and Mark 13:29. Jesus the Judge is pictured as ready to enter for the judgment.       (Robertson’s Word Pictures)
‘(Mee stenazete murmur not or stop groaning against one another because Jesus is coming back soon) Complain not one against another, my brethren, (hina mee kritheete that you be not judged) lest you be condemned, for behold judgment is (pro toon thuroon hesteeken stands before the doors or is standing now)at hand.’ James 5:9 Peshitta plus commentary

Note: If you knew that Jesus was coming tomorrow, how would you act? This of course is impossible, but the point is would you have to change something to meet Him? Well if you acted like it could be today, how would your actions be different?                                               Paul the Learner  
James 5:1-11

B. The patience of the poor (vv. 7-11).

James encourages these suffering Christians to get their eyes on the promise of Christ's coming. The word "patient" (v. 8) does not mean that they were to sit idly by, doing nothing. Rather, the word carries the idea of endurance, bearing the burdens and fighting the battles until the Lord comes. He uses several illustrations to hammer home this lesson of patience. 
(1) The farmer (vv. 7-8). The farmer plants the seed and prepares the soil but does not reap a crop immediately. God sends the rains to water the soil, and then comes the harvest. (The early rain came in October and November and the latter rain in April and May.) Even so, the Christian must be patient, knowing that "in due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal 6:9). 
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(2) The judge (v. 9). Apparently their trials had made some of the Christians critical, and complainers emerged in the church. James reminds them that they are not to judge; Christ, the Judge, is at the door! He hears what is said, and He will come quickly and make things right. Murmuring and complaining is a serious sin among God's people. If we would all remember that Christ is coming, we would not complain and criticize so much. 
(3) The prophets (vv. 10-11). James refers these Christians to the OT believers, who suffered under the hands of sinners yet left their trials with God and won the victory. Job is the classic example. God had a wonderful purpose and result in mind when He permitted Job to be tried, even though Job did not understand what God was doing. Regardless of what trials may come to our lives, we know that God is full of love and mercy and that all things work together for good.

(From Wiersbe's Expository Outlines on the New Testament. Copyright © 1992 by Chariot Victor Publishing, an imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved.)

James 5:7-12





THE POWER OF PATIENCE
James was still addressing the suffering saints when he wrote, "Be patient." This was his counsel at the beginning of his letter (James 1:1-5), and his counsel as his letter came to a close. God is not going to right all the wrongs in this world until Jesus Christ returns, and we believers must patiently endure - and expect.
Three times James reminds us of the coming of the Lord (James 5:7-9). This is the "blessed hope" of the Christian (Titus 2:13). We do not expect to have everything easy and comfortable in this present life. "In the world ye shall have tribulation" (John 16:33). Paul reminded his converts that "we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22). We must patiently endure hardships and heartaches until Jesus returns.

James used two different words for patience: 
1. In James 5:7-8; 10 it was the word "long-tempered." The words "endure" 

2. And "Patience" in James 5:11 literally mean "to remain under" and speak of endurance under great stress. 
Patience means "to stay put and stand fast when you'd like to run away." Many Greek scholars think that "long-suffering" refers to patience with respect to persons, while "endurance" refers to patience with respect to conditions or situations. But the question we must answer is: How can we as Christians experience this kind of patient endurance as we wait for the Lord to return? To answer that question (and need), James gave three encouraging examples of patient endurance.

1. The Prophets James 5:10
A Jewish congregation would understand this simple reference that James made to the Old Testament prophets. In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus also used the prophets as an example of victory over persecution (Matt 5:10-12). What encouragements do we receive from their example?
(a) For one thing, they were in the will of God, yet they suffered. They were preaching "in the name of the Lord," yet they were persecuted. Satan tells the faithful Christian that his suffering is the result of sin or unfaithfulness; and yet his suffering night well be because of faithfulness! “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim 3:12). We must never think that obedience automatically produces ease and pleasure. Our Lord was obedient, and it led to a cross!
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5:10

(b) The prophets encourage us by reminding us that God cares for us when we go through sufferings for His sake. Elijah announced to wicked King Ahab that there would be a drought in the land for three and one half years; and Elijah himself had to suffer in that drought. But God cared for him, and God gave him victory over the evil priests of Baal. It has been said, "The will of God will never lead you where the grace of God cannot keep you."

(c) Many of the prophets had to endure great trials and sufferings, not only at the hands of unbelievers, but at the hands of professed believers. Jeremiah was arrested as a traitor and even thrown into an abandoned well to die. God fed Jeremiah and protected him throughout that terrible siege of Jerusalem, even though at times it looked as though the prophet was going to be killed. Both Ezekiel and Daniel had their share of hardships, but the Lord delivered them. And even those who were not delivered, who died for the faith, received that special reward for those who are true to Him.

Why is it that those who "speak in the name of the Lord" often must endure difficult trials? It is so that their lives might back up their messages. The impact of a faithful, godly life carries much power. We need to remind ourselves that our patience in times of suffering is a testimony to others around us.

But have not many faithful Christians suffered and died without any notice or recognition? Yes, but when Jesus returns, these "obscure heroes" will receive their rewards. The prophets were killed and buried, but today their names are honored. When our Lord comes again, He will bring His reward with Him (Rev 22:12).
This example that James used from the Old Testament prophets ought to encourage us to spend more time in the Bible, getting acquainted with these heroes of faith. "For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope" (Rom 15:4, NIV). The better we know the Bible, the more God can encourage us in the difficult experiences of life. The important thing is that, like the farmer, we keep working, and, like the prophets, we keep witnessing, no matter how trying the circumstances may be.
  







(From The Bible Exposition Commentary.) 
James 5:10-11

5:10-11 As an example of suffering mistreatment and being patient, brothers, take the prophets. Compare Mt 5:11-12, 23:29-37; Hebrews 11:32-38.

The perseverance (see 1:12) of Iyov (Job), and you know what the purpose of Adonai was. The purpose was, as Milton put it in “Paradise Lost,” “to justify the ways of God to man.” Job's troubles began when God chose to answer Satan's challenge by permitting him to touch Job's possessions and person, except that he could not take Job's life (Job 1-2). Job persevered in the face of all his losses and pains, magnified by the unhelpful advice of his “friends” (Job 3-37). In the end, God vindicated himself and proved to Job that only God had the power and wisdom to deal with Satan (referred to indirectly as Behemoth and Leviathan, Job 38-42). (Jewish New Testament Commentary)
Note: In the different phases of the trial of Job:
1. The Start – ‘For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me.’  Job 3:25   Fear of the unknown

2. The Change – ‘For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth. 26 And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God.’ Job 19:25, 26     Seeing beyond the present
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Job Continued.

3. The truth – ‘The rich man shall lie down, but he shall not be gathered: he opened his eyes, and he is not.  Job 27:19   Wealth soon vanishes
4. God speaks – ‘Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 8 Wilt thou also disannul my judgment? Wilt thou condemn me, that thou may be righteous?  Job 40:7, 8 God owns everything, including us





Paul the Learner
James 5:10
For an example hupodeigma. A late word for the old paradeigma, from hupo deiknumi, to copy under, to teach (Luke 6:47), here for copy to be imitated as in John 13:15, as a warning (Heb 4:11). Here predicate accusative with tous profeetas (the prophets) as the direct object of labete (second aorist active imperative of lambanoo).
Of suffering tees kakopatheias. An old word from kakopathees (suffering evil, kakopatheoo in James 5:13 and 2 Tim 2:3, 9), here only in the New Testament.

Of patience makrothumias. Like makrothumeoo in James 5:7. See both makrothumia and hupomonee in 2 Cor 4:6; Col 1:11(the one restraint from retaliating, the other not easily succumbing).

In the name of en too onomati. As in Jer 20:9. With the authority of the Lord (Deissmann, Bible Studies, p. 198).






(Robertson’s Word Pictures)
‘My brethren, take the prophets who have spoken (en too onomati in the name of or with the authority of the Lord) in the name of the Lord (hupodeigma for an example or for a copy to be imitated as a warning) for an example (makrothumias of patience) of patience in your suffering.’ James 5:10 Peshitta plus comments

James 5:12

5:12 Yeshua taught similarly at Mt 5:33-37. This verse follows on the ideas of 4:13-17&NN; if we do not know what tomorrow will bring, we dare not take an oath, because it is such a serious commitment.





(Jewish New Testament Commentary)
Example Job (James 5:11-12)
"As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered" (James 5:11, NIV). But you cannot persevere unless there is a trial in your life. There can be no victories without battles; there can be no peaks without valleys. If you want the blessing, you must be prepared to carry the burden and fight the battle.
I once heard a young Christian pray, "O Lord, please teach me the deep truths of Thy Word! I want to be lifted up to the heavens to hear and see the wonderful things that are there!" It was a sincere prayer, but the young man did not realize what he was praying. Paul went to the third heaven and learned things too marvelous for words; and as a result, God had to give Paul a thorn in the flesh to keep him humble (2 Cor 12:1-10). God has to balance privileges with responsibilities, blessings with burdens, or else you and I will become spoiled, pampered children.

When do "blessings" come? In the midst of trials we may experience God's blessings, a, did the three Hebrew children in the fiery furnace (Dan 3); but James taught that there is a blessing after we have endured. His example was Job.
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5:11, 12

The Book of Job is a long book and the chapters are filled with speeches that, to the Western mind, seem long and tedious: 
1. In the first three chapters you have Job's distress: he loses his wealth, his family (except for his wife, and she told him to commit suicide), and his health. 
2. In Job 4-31 we read Job's defense. As he debates with his three friends and answers their false accusations. 
3. Job 38-42 present job's deliverance: first God humbles Job, and then He honors Job and gives him twice as much as he had before.

In studying the experience of Job, it is important to remember that job did not know what was going on "behind the scenes" between God and Satan. Job's friends accused him of being a sinner and a hypocrite. "There must be some terrible sin in your life," they argued "or God would never have permitted this suffering." Job disagreed with them and maintained his innocence (but not perfection) during the entire conversation. The friends were wrong: God had no cause against Job (Job 2:3), and in the end, God rebuked the friends for telling lies about Job (Job 42:7).

It is difficult to find a greater example of suffering than Job. Circumstances were against him, for he lost his wealth and his health. He also lost his beloved children. His wife was against him, for she said, "Curse God and die" (Job 2:9). His friends were against him, for they accused him of being a hypocrite, deserving of the judgment of God. And it seemed like God was against him! When Job cried out for answers to his questions, there was no reply from heaven.
Yet, Job endured. Satan predicted that Job, would get impatient with God and abandons his, faith, but that did not happen. It is true that Job questioned God's will, but Job did not forsake his faith in the Lord. "Though He slays me, I will hope in Him. Nevertheless, I will argue my ways before Him" (Job 13:15, NASB). Job was so sure of God's perfections that he persisted in arguing with Him, ever though he did not understand all that God was doing. That is endurance.
God made a covenant with Israel that He would bless them if they would obey His Laws (see Deut 11). This led to the idea that, if you were wealthy and comfortable, you were blessed of God; but if you were suffering and poor, you were cursed of God. Sad to say, many people have that same erroneous idea today. When Jesus said it was difficult for a rich man to enter heaven, the disciples were shocked. "Who then can be saved?" they asked (Matt 19:23-26). "The rich are especially blessed of God," they were saying. "If they can’t make it, nobody can!"
The Book of Job refutes that idea; for Job was a righteous man, and yet he suffered. God found no evil in him, and even Satan could not find any. Job's friends could not prove their accusations. Job teaches us that God has higher purposes in suffering than the punishing of sin. Job's experience paved the way for Jesus, the perfect Son of God who suffered, not for His own sins, but for the sins of the world.
In Job's case, what was "the end [purpose] of the Lord"? To reveal Himself as full of pity and tender mercy. 
Certainly, there were other results from Job's experience, for God never wastes the sufferings of His saints. Job met God in a new and deeper way (Job 42:1-6), and, after that, Job received greater blessings from the Lord.
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"But if God is so merciful," someone may argue, "why didn't He protect Job from all that suffering to begin with?" To be sure, there are mysteries to God's working that our finite minds cannot fathom; but this we know God was glorified and Job was purified through this difficult experience. If there is nothing to endure, you cannot learn endurance.

What did Job's story mean to the believers James wrote to, and what does it mean to us today? It means that some of the trials of life are caused directly by satanic opposition. God permits Satan to try His children, but He always limits the extent of the enemy's power (Job 1:12; 2:6). When you find yourself in the fire, remember that God keeps His gracious hand on the thermostat! "But He knoweth the way that I take: when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold" (Job 23:10).

Satan wants us to get impatient with God, for an impatient Christian is a powerful weapon in the devil's hands. You will recall from our study of James:

1. That Moses' impatience robbed him of a trip to the Holy Land; 
2. Abraham's impatience led to the birth of Ishmael, the enemy of the Jews; and 
3. Peter's impatience almost made him a murderer. 
When Satan attacks us, it is easy for us to get impatient and run ahead of God and lose God's blessing as a result.

What is the answer? "My grace is sufficient for thee!" (2 Cor 12:7-9) Paul's thorn in the flesh was a "messenger of Satan." Paul could have fought it, given up under it, or tried to deny that the thorn existed; but he did not. Instead, he trusted God for the grace he needed; and he turned Satan's weapon into a tool for the building up of his own spiritual life.

When you find yourself in the furnace, go to the throne of grace and receive from the Lord all the grace you need to endure (Heb 4:14-16). Remind yourself that the Lord has a gracious purpose in all of this suffering, and that He will work out His purposes in His time and for His glory. You are not a robot caught in the jaws of fate. You are a loving child of God, privileged to be a part of a wonderful plan. There is a difference!

Ver. 12
The exhortation in James 5:12 seems out of place; for what does "speaking oaths" have to do with the problem of suffering? If you have ever suffered, you know the answer: it is easy to say things you do not mean, and even make bargains with God, when you are going through difficulties. Go back to Job for an example. 
The patriarch said, "Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. In all this Job sinned not nor charged God foolishly" (Job 1:21-22). Job did curse the day he was born (Job 3:1ff), but he never cursed God or spoke with a foolish oath. Neither did he try to bargain with God.
Surely James is reminding us of our Lord's teaching in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5:34-37). The Jews were great ones for using various oaths to back up their statements. They were careful, however, not to use the name of God in their oaths, lest they blaspheme God. So, they would swear by heaven, or earth, or Jerusalem, or even by their own heads! But Jesus taught that it is impossible to avoid God in such oaths. 
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SECTION TWO
Heaven is His throne, earth is His footstool, and Jerusalem is the "city of the great King." As for swearing by your head, what good is it? "Thou canst not make one hair black or white" (Matt 5:36) - - or even keep one hair on your head.

It is a basic principle that true Christian character requires few words. The person who must use many words (including oaths) to convince us has something wrong with his character and must bolster this weakness by using words. If you are a true Christian, with integrity, then all you have to say is yes or no and people will believe you. Jesus warns us that anything more than this is from the evil one.

One of the purposes of suffering is the building of character. Certainly Job was a better man for having gone through the furnace. (James explained this process to us, James 1:2-12.) If words are a test of character, then oaths would indicate that there is yet work to be done. When Peter poured out those oaths in the courtyard (Matt 26:71), he was giving evidence that his character was still in need of a transformation.
As you review this section, you can see the practicality of it. James wanted to encourage us to be patient in times of suffering. 
1. Like the farmer, we are waiting for a spiritual harvest, for fruit that will glorify God. 
2. Like the prophets, we look for opportunities for witness, to share the truth of God. 
3. And, Like Job, we wait for the Lord to fulfill His loving purpose, knowing that He will never cause His children to suffer needlessly. 
4. And, Like Job, we shall have a clearer vision of the Lord and come to know Him better for having been in the furnace of affliction.
"Be patient, for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh!"         (The Bible Exposition Commentary.) 
Note: The reason why Paul was given a thorn in the flesh was because of the many revelations that God had given to him so that we would not be lifted up, not because of him going to the third heaven.











Paul the Learner

James 5:11

We call blessed makarizomen. An old word (present active indicative of makarizoo), from makarios (happy), in the New Testament only here and Luke 1:48. "We felicitate." As in James 1:3, 12 and Dan 12:12. Ye have heard eekousate. First aorist (constative) active indicative of akouoo. As in Matt 5:21, 27, 33, 38, 43. Ropes suggests in the synagogues.
Of Job Ioob. Job did complain, but he refused to renounce God (Job 1:21; 2:10; 13:15; 16:19; 19:25f). He had become a stock illustration of loyal endurance. Ye have seen eidete. Second aorist (constative) active indicative of horaoo. In Job's case. The end of the Lord to telos kuriou. The conclusion wrought by the Lord in Job's case (Job 42:12).

Full of pity polusplagchnos. A late and rare compound polus, splagchnon, only here in the New Testament. It occurs also in Hermas (Sim. v. 7. 4; Mand. IV, 3).  "Very kind." Merciful oiktirmoon. A late and rare adjective (from oikteiroo to pity), in the New Testament only here and Luke 6:36. 
    









                 (Robertson’s Word Pictures)
‘Behold, (makarizomen we call blessed or happy) we count them happy who endure. You have heard of the patience (Ioob of Job because he had become a stock illustration of loyal endurance) of Job, and you have seen what the Lord did for him at the end; for the Lord is very (polusplagchnos full of pity or oiktirmoon merciful) merciful and compassionate.’ James 5:11 Peshitta plus comments    
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James 5:12
Above all things pro pantoon. No connection with what immediately precedes. Probably an allusion to the words of Jesus (Matt 5:34-37). It is not out of place here. See the same phrase in 1 Peter 4:8. Robinson (Ephesians, p. 279) cites like examples from the papyri at the close of letters. Here it means "But especially" (Ropes).
Swear not mee omnuete. Prohibition of the habit (or to quit doing it if guilty) with mee and the present active imperative of omnuoo. The various oaths (profanity) forbidden mee, thrice) are in the accusative case after omnuete, according to rule ouranon, geen, horkon. The Jews were wont to split hairs in their use of profanity, and by avoiding God's name imagine that they were not really guilty of this sin, just as professing Christians today use "pious oaths" which violate the prohibition of Jesus.

Let be eetoo. Imperative active third singular of eimi, a late form (1 Cor 16:22) for estoo. "Your yea be yea" (and no more). A different form from that in Matt 5:37.

That ye fall not under judgment hina mee hupo Krisin peseete. Negative purpose with hina mee and the second aorist active subjunctive of piptoo, to fall. See hina mee kritheete in James 5:9. Krísis (from krinoo) is the act of judging rather than the judgment rendered krima James 3:1).  










(Robertson’s Word Pictures)
‘But (pro pantoon above all things or but especially) above all things, my brethren, (mee omnuete swear not or to quit doing it if you are guilty) do not swear, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath; but (eetoo let be or let your yea be yea and no more) let your words be yes, yes, and no, no, lest (hina mee hupo Krisin peseete that you fall not under judgement) you fall under condemnation.’ James 5:12 Peshitta plus comments    
Condemnation – The idea is that those who were in the habit of making oaths also believed that they could make them with the mouth while the heart cancelled them. Oaths were made with mental reservations to annul them, regardless of how solemn they were. This was all done in hypocrisy [hupo krísis] and fostered searing of the conscience as to what was said. One soon became a confirmed hypocrite in such matters. 








(Dake)
James 5:12
II. They Are Pure in Speech (5:12)

James is not forbidding legal oaths, for even Jesus took an oath at His trial (Mt 26:63-64). He is telling us to have such honest speech that we need not "back up" our promises with oaths. The rich men did not keep their promises; but the Christian must always keep his word, even if it hurts him or her personally.

(From Wiersbe's Expository Outlines on the New Testament. Copyright © 1992 by Chariot Victor Publishing, an imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved.)

James 5:13-20

5:13-20 Here, along with 1:5-8 and 4:3, is Ya‘akov's James  teaching on prayer. Verses 14-20 deal with healing.






(Jewish New Testament Commentary)
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James 5:13-20

13Meeting Specific Needs 
(cf. 1 Kings 18:41-46)
Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms. 14Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16Confess your trespasses*to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 17Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. 18And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit. 19Bring Back the Erring One  Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, 20let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul*from death and cover a multitude of sins. NKJV 
Prayer for the suffering    
James 5:13

The word afflicted means "suffering in difficult circumstances." The phrase "in trouble" is a good translation. Paul used this word to describe the circumstances he was in as he suffered for the Gospel's sake (2 Tim 2:9). As God's people go through life, they often must endure difficulties that are not the results of sin or the chastening of God.
What should we do when we find ourselves in such trying circumstances? 
1. We must not grumble and criticize the saints who are having an easier time of it (James 5:9); 

2. Nor should we blame the Lord. We should pray, asking God for the wisdom we need to understand the situation and use it to His glory (James 1:5).
Prayer can remove affliction, if that is God's will. But prayer can also give us the grace we need to endure troubles and use them to accomplish God's perfect will. God can transform troubles into triumphs." He giveth more grace" (James 4:6). Paul prayed that God might change his circumstances, but instead, God gave Paul the grace he needed to turn his weakness into strength (2 Cor 12:7-10). Our Lord prayed in Gethsemane that the cup might be removed, and it was not; yet the Father gave Him the strength He needed to go to the cross and die for our sins.

James indicated that everybody does not go through troubles at the same time: "Is any merry? Let him sing psalms" (James 5:13). God balances our lives and gives us hours of suffering and days of singing. The mature Christian knows how to sing while he is suffering. (Anybody can sing after the trouble has passed.) God is able to give "songs in the night" (Job 35:10). He did this for Paul and Silas when they were suffering in that Philippian jail. "And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God" (Acts 16:25).

Praying and singing were important elements in worship in the early church, and they should be important to us. Our singing ought to be an expression of our inner spiritual life. 

(1) The believer's praise should be intelligent (1 Cor 14:15) and not just the mouthing of words or ideas that mean nothing to him. 

(2) It should come from the heart (Eph 5:19) 

(3) And be motivated by the Holy Spirit (Eph 5:18). 

(4) Christian singing must be based on the Word of God (Col 3:16) and not simply on the clever ideas of men. 

(5) If a song is not biblical, it is not acceptable to God.

(Bible Exposition Commentary)
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James 5:13
Is any suffering? (Kakopathei tis ;). See James 5:10 for kakopatheia. The verb in the New Testament occurs only here and in 2 Tim 2:3, 9; 4:5. The lively interrogative is common in the diatribe and suits the style of James. Among you en humin. As in James 3:13.
Let him pray proseuchesthoo. Present middle imperative, "let him keep on praying" (instead of cursing as in James 5:12). Is any cheerful (euthumei ;). Present active indicative of euthumeoo, an old verb from eu thumos (Acts 27:36), in the New Testament only here and Acts 27:22, 25.

Let him sing praise psalletoo. Present active imperative of psalloo, originally to twang a chord as on a harp, to sing praise to God whether with instrument or without, in the New Testament only here, 1 Cor 14:15; Rom 15:9; Eph 5:19. "Let him keep on making melody." (Robertson’s Word Pictures)
 ‘(Kakopathei tis Is any suffering) If any (en humin among you) among you be afflicted, (proseuchesthoo let him pray or let him keep on praying instead of cursing) let him pray. (Euthumei is any cheerful) If any be merry, (psalletoo let him sing praise or let him keep on making melody) let him sing psalms.’ James 5:13 Peshitta plus comments      
James 5:13-20
LET US PRAY
The gift of speech is a marvelous blessing, if it is used to the glory of God. As we have seen, James had a great deal to say about the tongue; and this chapter is no exception. He mentioned some of the lowest uses of the tongue: 

A. Complaining James (5:9).

B. And swearing James (5:12). 

But he also named some of the highest uses of the tongue: 

A. Proclaiming God's Word (James 5:10). 

B. And praying and praising God (James 5:13).

Prayer is certainly a high and holy privilege. To think that, as God's children, we can come freely and boldly to His throne and share with Him our needs! Seven times in this section James mentioned prayer. 
The mature Christian is prayerful in the troubles of life. Instead of complaining about his situation, he talks to God about it; and God hears and answers his prayers. "Taking it to the Lord in prayer" is certainly a mark of spiritual maturity.

In this section, James encourages us to pray by describing four situations in which God answers prayer.
1. Prayer for the sick (James 5:14-16)
I do not think that James gave us a blanket formula for healing the sick. In the churches I have pastored, the elders and I have prayed for the sick, and sometimes God has given healing. But other times, He has not seen fit to heal the person. I recall two cases within one week of each other: the one lady was restored in an almost miraculous way, but the other one had to enter the hospital for surgery, and eventually the Lord called her home.
What are the special characteristics of this case that James is describing?

CHAPTER FIVE 
The person is sick because of sin (vv. 15b-16). The Greek text says, "If he has been constantly sinning." This parallels 1 Cor 11:30, "For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep" (have died). James has described a church member who is sick because he is being disciplined by God. This explains why the elders of the assembly are called: the man cannot go to church to confess his sins, so he asks the spiritual leaders to come to him. The leaders would be in charge of the discipline of the congregation.
The person is healed by "the prayer of faith" (v. 15). It is not the anointing that heals, but the praying. The Greek word translated "anointing" is a medicinal term; it could be translated "massaging." This may be an indication that James suggests using available means for healing along with asking the Lord for His divine touch. God can heal with or without means; in each case, it is God who does the healing.
But what is "the prayer of faith" that heals the sick? The answer is in 1 John 5:14-15- "And this is the confidence that we have in Him that, if we ask anything according to His will, He heareth us: and if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him." The "prayer of faith" is a prayer offered when you know the will of God The elders would seek the mind of God in the matter, and then pray according to His will.
As I visit the sick among my congregation, I do not always know how to pray for them. (Paul had the same problem; read Rom 8:26.) Is it God's will to heal? Is God planning carry His child home? I do not know; therefore, I must pray, "If it is Your will, heal Your child." Those who claim that God heals every case, and that it is not His will for His children to be sick, are denying both Scripture and experience. 
But where we have the inner conviction from the Word and the Spirit that it is God's will to heal, and then we can pray "the prayer of faith" and expect God to work. Keep in mind that it is not one individual who is praying. It is the body of elders - spiritual men of God - who seek God's will and pray. James does not instruct the believer to send for a faith healer. The matter is in the hands of the leaders of the local church.

Note: I want to inject a thought here, what James is speaking about is the elders and Pastor praying for someone who is sick. Yes God heals and yes sometimes He doesn’t heal, why I do not know nor will I venture to guess at this point of time. But there is another way of healing that Paul deals with in 1 Corinthians 12:28 ‘gifts of healings’ this is quite unusual, years ago I met a man who had a gift of healing to pray for deaf people and God healed every one that he prayed for, but he was afraid to pray for any one who was blind. 
I also saw many years ago and lay person who had a gift of praying for people who had one leg shorter than the other, he was not a preacher and asked people to come up and see what God was going to do, and sure enough people’s legs grew and became normal in every situation. So there are gifts that God gives to certain individuals that produce healing every time.                               Paul the Learner 
James 5:15
There are some practical lessons from this section that we must not overlook. For one thing, disobedience to God can lead to sickness: 

CHAPTER FIVE

5:15
(a) This was David's experience when he tried to hide his sins (Ps 32). 

(b) Second, sin affects the whole church. We can never sin alone, for sin has a way of growing and infecting others. This man had to confess his sins to the church because he had sinned against the church. 
(c) Third, there is healing (physical and spiritual) when sin is dealt with. 
"He that covereth his sins shall not prosper, but whoso confesses and forsakes them shall find mercy" (Prov 28:13). James wrote, "Make it a habit to confess your sins to each other" (literal translation). Do not hide sin or delay confession. The "confessing" that James wrote about is done among the saints. 
He was not suggesting confessing our sins to a preacher or priest we confess our sins first of all to the Lord (1 John 1:9), but we must also confess them to those who have been affected by them. We must never confess sin beyond the circle of that sin's influence. Private sin requires private confession; public sin requires public confession. It is wrong for Christians to "hang dirty wash in public," for such "confessing" might do more harm than the original sin.
Note: I pastured a church that hung its dirty wash in the court system and it took time to change things in a small town. I was not the pastor that caused the problem. But with the help of the Lord, I was the pastor that cleared up the mess, not only in the church but in the community.  Paul the Learner
The person confesses his sins (v. 16)
In the early church, the believers practiced church discipline. First Corinthians 5 is a good example. Paul told the believers at Corinth to dismiss the sinning member from the assembly until he repented of his sins and made things right. The little word "therefore" belongs in James 5:16- "Confess your sins therefore to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed" (literal translation). The word fault sin the Authorized Version gives the impression that the man's deeds were not too evil; they were only faults. But it is the word hamartia that James used, and this word means "sin." It is the same word used in James 1:15, where the subject is definitely sin. 









(The Bible Exposition Commentary)
James 5:14-15

5:14-15  The Lord heals the sick among his people, according to this passage, in response to the prayer offered with trust. Healing was one of Yeshua's three main ministries (Mt 4:23-24), and he promised that his followers would do yet greater works than he did (John 14:12). In addition, the Holy Spirit, whom he has sent to his followers (John 15:26), grants to some gifts of healing (1 Corinthians 12:9, 30).

Rub olive oil on him. Anointing with oil is not merely a ceremony. In biblical times, olive oil was medicine (Isaiah 1:6, Luke 10:34), and being anointed with oil was considered physically pleasant (Psalms 23:5, 133:2-3).




(Jewish New Testament Commentary) 
James 5:14
Is any among you sick? (Asthenei tis en humin ;). Present active indicative of astheneoo, an old verb, to be weak (without strength), often in the New Testament (Matt 10:8). 
Let him call for proskalesasthoo. First aorist (ingressive) middle imperative of proskaleoo. Note change of tense (aorist) and middle (indirect) voice. 
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5:14
Care for the sick is urged in 1 Thess 5:14 ("help the sick"). Note the plural here, "elders of the church," as in Acts 20:17; 15:6, 22; 21:18; Phil 1:1 (bishops).

Let them pray over him proseuxasthoosan ep' auton. First aorist middle imperative of proseuchomai. Prayer for the sick is clearly enjoined.

Anointing him with oil aleipsantes elaioo. First aorist active participle of aleifoo, an old verb, to anoint, and the instrumental case of elaion (oil). The aorist participle can be either simultaneous or antecedent with, proseuxasthoosan (pray). See the same use of aleifoo elaioo in Mark 6:13. The use of olive oil was one of the best remedial agencies known to the ancients. 
They used it internally and externally. Some physicians prescribe it today. It is clear both in Mark 6:13 and here that medicinal value is attached to the use of the oil and emphasis is placed on the worth of prayer. There is nothing here of the pagan magic or of the later practice of "extreme unction"(after the eighth century). 
It is by no means certain that aleifoo here and in Mark 6:13 means "anoint" in a ceremonial fashion rather than "rub" as it commonly does in medical treatises. Trench (New Testament Synonyms) says: "Aleifein is the mundane and profane, chriein the sacred and religious, word." At bottom in James we have God and medicine, God and the doctor, and that is precisely where we are today. The best physicians believe in God and want the help of prayer.            (Robertson’s Word Pictures)
‘(Asthenei tis en humin Is any among you sick or to be weak without strength) Is any among you afflicted? (Proskalesasthoo let him call for the elders [plural] of the church) Let him call for the elders of the church (proseuxasthoosan ep’ auton let them pray over him) and let them pray over him, (aleipsantes elaioo anointing him with oil) anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:’ 5:14   
James 5:15
The prayer of faith hee euchee tees pisteoos. Compare James 1:6 for prayer marked by faith.
Shall save soosei. Future active of soozoo, to make well. As in Matt 9:21f; Mark 6:56. No reference here to salvation of the soul. The medicine does not heal the sick, but it helps nature (God) do it. The doctor cooperates with God in nature.

The sick ton kamnonta. Present active articular participle of kamnoo, an old verb, to grow weary (Heb 12:3), to be sick (here), only New Testament examples.

The Lord shall raise him up egerei auton ho kurios. Future active of egeiroo. Precious promise, but not for a professional "faith-healer" who scoffs at medicine and makes merchandise out of prayer. Not every faith-healer makes merchandise out of prayer but some do.
And if he have committed sins Kan hamartias ee pepoieekoos. Periphrastic perfect active subjunctive (unusual idiom) with kaiean (crasis Kan) in condition of third class. Supposing that he has committed sins as many sick people have (Mark 2:5ff; John 5:14; 9:1f; 1 Cor 11:30).

It shall be forgiven him afetheesetai autoo. Future passive of afieemi (impersonal passive as in Matt 7:2, 7; Rom 10:10). Not in any magical way: 

1. Not because his sickness has been healed, 

2. Not without change of heart and turning to God through Christ.

Much is assumed here that is not expressed. 


(Robertson’s Word Pictures) 
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‘And (Hee euchee tees pisteoos the prayer of faith or prayer that is marked by faith) the prayer of faith shall save (ton kamnonta the sick) the sick, and (egerei auton ho kurios the Lord shall raise him up) and the Lord shall raise him up; (Kan hamartias ee pepoieekoos and if he have committed sins or in the case that he has committed sins as many sick people have done) and if he have committed sins, (afetheesetai auto it shall be forgiven him) they shall be forgiven him.’ James 5:15 Peshitta    
James 5:16

5:16 This verse is taken by Roman Catholics as scriptural ground for their sacrament of confession to a priest. Comparison of this verse with modern secular psychology reveals these three points:

(1)
Sins. Apart from such psychologists as Menninger and Mowrer, secular psychology obscures personal responsibility for sins by calling them “neuroses” or “problems.”

(2)
Openly acknowledge. Communication of one's inner life is basic to psychoanalysis and other forms of verbal psychotherapy.

(3)
Pray for each other. Secular psychology offers group therapy and doctor-patient relationships but nothing having healing power comparable with that of praying to God. But sinners must repent of sin in order to have their prayers heard (Isaiah 59:1-2).
(4)
So that you may be healed. “Healing” of sin involves not only confessing but also being genuinely sorry, intending to stop sinning, and actually stopping.

The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. This statement, followed by reference to the prophet Elijah, calls to mind the following aggadah from the Talmud:

“Eliyahu Elijah frequently visited the academy of Rabbi [Y’hudah HaNasi]. One day, when it was Rosh-Chodesh, Rabbi waited for Eliyahu, but he didn't come. Next day, Rabbi asked him, ‘Why didn't you come?’ Eliyahu replied, ‘I had to wake up Abraham, wash his hands, wait while he prayed, then make him lie down again; likewise with Isaac and Jacob.’ ‘But couldn't you have awakened all of them at the same time?’ ‘I knew that if they prayed together, their prayers would be so powerful that they would bring the Messiah before his time.'                    

“‘Are there any like them in this world?’ asked Rabbi. ‘There are Rav Chiyya and his sons,’ replied Eliyahu. Rabbi proclaimed a fast, and Rav Chiyya and his sons were called down [to the bimah, the pulpit of the synagogue]. As he prayed [from the second blessing of the ‘Amidah], ‘He causes the wind to blow,’ the wind blew. He continued, ‘he causes the rain to fall,’ and rain fell. As he was about to say, ‘he makes the dead come alive,’ the universe trembled, and in heaven it was asked, ‘Who has revealed our secret to the world?’ ‘Eliyahu,’ they replied. Eliyahu was brought and beaten with sixty fiery lashes; so he went, disguised himself as a flaming bear, entered [the synagogue] and scattered them.” (Bava Metzia 85 b)
Compare Leviticus 26:8, Deuteronomy 32:30, Psalm 91:7. (Jewish New Testament Commentary)
Note: In the Talmud there are stories that are made up to illustrate a point. The above is such a story.











Paul the Learner

James 5:16
Confess therefore your sins one to another exomologeisthe oun alleelous tas hamartias. Present middle (indirect) of exomologeoo. Confession of sin to God is already assumed. But public confession of certain sins to one another in the meetings is greatly helpful in many ways. 
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5:16
This is not confessing to one man like a priest in place of the public confession. One may confess to the pastor without confessing to God or to the church, with little benefit to anybody.
Pray for one another proseuchesthe huper alleeloon. Present middle imperative. Keep this up.

That ye may be healed hopoosiatheete. Purpose clause with hopoos and the first aorist passive subjunctive of iaomai. Probably of bodily healing (James 5:14), though iaomai is used also of healing of the soul (Matt 13:15; 1 Peter 2:24; Heb 12:13) as Mayor takes it here.

Availeth much polu ischuei. "Has much force." Present active indicative of ischuoo (from ischus, strength).

In its working energoumenee. Probably the present middle participle of energeo as Paul apparently uses it in Gal 5:6; 2 Cor 4:12; 2 Thess 2:7, meaning "when it works." The passive is possible, as is the usual idiom elsewhere. Mayor argues strongly for the passive here, "when it is exercised" (Ropes).

  









(Robertson’s Word Pictures)
‘(Exomologeisthe oun alleelous tas hamartias confess therefore your sins one to another remembering that confession of sin to God is already assumed) Confess your faults one to another, and (proseuchesthe huper alleeloon pray for one another or keep this up) and pray for another (hopoosiatheete that you may be healed) that you may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer (polu ischuei availeth much) of a righteous man (energoumenee in its working or when it works or is exercised) is powerful.’ James 5:16 Peshitta plus comments     
2. Prayer for the nation (James 5:17-18)
James cited Elijah as an example of a "righteous man" whose prayers released power. "The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective" (James 5:16, NIV). The background of this incident is found in 1 Kings 17-18. Wicked King Ahab and Jezebel, his queen, had led Israel away from the Lord and into the worship of Baal. God punished the nation by holding back the rain that they needed (see Deut 28:12, 23). For three and one half years, the heavens were as brass and the earth unable to produce the crops so necessary for life.
Then Elijah challenged the priests of Baal on Mt. Carmel. All day long the priests cried out to their god, but no answer came. At the time of the evening sacrifice, Elijah repaired the altar and prepared the sacrifice. He prayed but once, and fire came from heaven to consume the sacrifice. He had proven that Jehovah was the true God.

But the nation still needed rain. Elijah went to the top of Carmel and fell down before the Lord in prayer. He prayed and sent his servant seven times to see if there was evidence of rain; and the seventh time his servant saw a little cloud. Before long, there was a great rain, and the nation was saved.

Do we need "showers of blessing" today? We certainly do!

"But Elijah was a special prophet of God," we might argue. "We can expect God to answer his prayers in a wonderful way."
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5:17, 18
"Elijah was a man just like us," stated James (5:17, NIV). He was not perfect; in fact, right after his victory on Mt. Carmel, Elijah became afraid and discouraged and ran away. But he was a "righteous man," that is, obedient to the Lord and trusting Him. God's promises of answered prayer are for all His children, not just for ones we may call the spiritual elite.

Elijah Prayed in faith, for God told him He would send the rain (1 Kings 18:1). "Prayer," said Robert Law, "is not getting man's will done in heaven. It's getting God's will done on earth." You cannot separate the Word of God and prayer, for in His Word He gives us the promises that we claim when we pray.
Elijah did not only believe in his praying, but he was persistent. "He prayed ... and he prayed again" (James 5:17-18). On Mt. Carmel, Elijah continued to pray for rain until his servant reported "a cloud the size of a man's hand." Too many times we fail to get what God promises because we stop praying. It is true that we are not heard "for our much praying" (Matt 6:7); but there is a difference between vain repetitions and true believing persistence in prayer. Our Lord prayed three times in the Garden, and Paul prayed three times that His thorn in the flesh might be taken from him.
Elijah was determined and concerned in his praying. "He prayed earnestly" (James 5:17, NIV). The literal Greek reads "and he prayed in prayer." Many people do not pray in their prayers. They just lazily say religious words, and their hearts are not in their prayers. A church member was "praying around the world" in a prayer meeting, and one of the men present was growing tired of the speech. Finally the man cried out, "Ask Him something!" That is what prayer is all about: "Ask Him something!" 

Prayer power is the greatest power in the world today. "Tremendous power is made available through a good man's earnest prayer" (James 5:16, PH). History shows how mankind has progressed from manpower to horsepower, and then to dynamite and TNT, and now to atomic power.
But greater than atomic power is prayer power. Elijah prayed for his nation, and God answered prayer. We need to pray for our nation today, that God will bring conviction and revival, and that "showers of blessing" will come to the land. One of the first responsibilities of the local church is to pray for government leaders (1 Tim 2:1-3).                   (The Bible Exposition Commentary)
James 5:17-18

5:17-18 See 1 Kings 17:1, 18:42-45. These do not mention Eliyahu's Elijah’s prayer, but an aggadah story in the Talmud does:

“Eliyahu prayed and received the keys to the rain and stopped the heavens.” (Sanhedrin 113 a)

   







(Jewish New Testament Commentary) 

James 5:17
Of like passions with us homoiopathees heemin. Associative-instrumental case heemin as with homoios. This old compound adjective homoios, paschoo, suffering the like with another, in the New Testament only here and Acts 14:15.
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5:17

He prayed fervently proseuchee proseeuxato. First aorist middle indicative of proseuchomai and the instrumental case proseuchee (cognate substantive), after idiom for intensity in classical Greek, like feugeinfugee, to flee with all speed (figura etymologica), but particularly frequent in the Septuagint (Gen 2:17; 31:30) in imitation of the Hebrew infinitive absolute. So Luke 22:15; John 3:29; Acts 4:17.

That it might not rain tou mee brexai. Genitive of the articular infinitive brexai, first aorist active of brechoo, an old verb, to moisten, Luke 7:38, (to rain, Matt 5:45) with negative mee used either for direct purpose, for an object clause as here and Acts 3:12; 15:20, or even for result.

For three years and six months eni autous treis kai meenas hex. Accusative of extent of time.











(Robertson’s Word Pictures)

‘Even Elijah, who was a weak man (homoiopathees heemin of like passions with us) like ourselves, (proseuchee proseeuxato he prayed fervently) prayed earnestly (tou mee brexai that is might not rain) that it might not rain upon the land, and it did not rain (eni autous treis kai meenas hex for three years and six months showing the extent of time) for three years and six months.’ James 5:17 Peshitta

James 5:18
Gave rain hueton edooken. This idiom is in the Septuagint of God as here of heaven (1 Sam 12:17; 1 Kings 18:1) and also in Acts 14:17 instead of ebrexen of James 5:17. Hueton is an old word for rain (from huoo, to rain), genuine here, but not in James 5:7.
Brought forth eblasteesen. First aorist active of blastanoo, an old verb, to sprout (intransitive as Mark 4:27), here as occasionally in later Greek transitive with accusative karpon. (Robertson’s)
‘And he prayed again, and the heaven (hueton edooken gave rain) gave rain and the earth (eblasteesen brought forth) brought forth her fruits.’ James 5:18 Peshitta plus comments  
 ‘Elias human was like-emotioned to-us and to-prayer he-prays of-the no to-rain and not it-Raines on the land years three and months six. And again he-prays and the heaven gives wetness and the land germinates the fruit of-her.’ James 5:17, 18 Concordant Greek Text 400 AD
Note: This is what the translators had to work with to give us what we have today. Paul the Learner

James 5:13-18

III. They Are Prayerful in Trials (5:13-18)

The Bible nowhere promises that Christians will have an easy life, but the Bible does tell us what to do when trials come. Some Christians will be afflicted, that is, go through a trial specifically planned by God. What should they do? Pray! James does not promise that God will remove the affliction, but he does suggest that God will give the grace necessary to endure it. See 2 Corinthians 12. 
Other Christians will have sickness, and the suggestion in v. 15 is that this sickness is the result of sin (see 1 Corinthians 11:30). What should they do? Call the leaders of the church and ask for prayer. This is not a church ritual to prepare a person for death, because James says that it results in the healing of the person's body. 
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5:13-18
The word “anoint" (v. 14) is the common word for "massage"; it is used in Mk 16:1, where the women wanted to prepare the body of Christ for burial. Oil was a common medicine in that day; physicians often anointed the sick with oil (Luke 10:34). The picture here is of saints not only praying for one another but also using the means God has supplied for their health. 
In v. 16 James summarizes the lesson: Christians are to confess their sins (when they have sinned against each other) and pray for each other. James believed in prayer. In fact, tradition tells us that he spent so much time in prayer that his knees became hard and calloused. God works effectually through prayer, but that prayer must come from a clean, dedicated heart. 
James uses Elijah as the example of the power of prayer; see 1 Kings 17 ff. "Like passions" (v. 17) means "with a nature like other men"; see Acts 14:15. It was not Elijah's natural gifts that made him a great man of prayer; it was his dedication and faith.
(From Wiersbe's Expository Outlines on the New Testament. Copyright © 1992 by Chariot Victor Publishing, an imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved.)
3. Prayer for the Straying (James 5:19-20) While James did not specifically name prayer in these verses, the implication is there. If we pray for the afflicted and the sick, surely we must pray for the brother who wanders from the truth.
These verses deal with our ministry to a fellow believer who strays from the truth and gets into sin. The verb err means "to wander," and suggests a gradual moving away from the will of God. The Old Testament term for this is "backsliding." Sad to say, we see this tragedy occurring in our churches regularly. Sometimes a brother is "overtaken in a fault" (Gal 6:1); but usually the sin is the result of slow, gradual spiritual decline.
Such a condition is, of course, very dangerous. It is dangerous to the offender: 

1. Because he may be disciplined by the Lord (Heb 12). 

2. He also faces the danger of committing "sin unto death" (1 John 5:16-17). God disciplined the sinning members of the Corinthian church, even to the point of taking some of them to heaven (1 Cor 11:30). But this backsliding is also dangerous to the church. 
3. A wandering offender can influence others and lead them astray. "One sinner destroys much good" (Eccl 9:18, NASB). 

4. This is why the spiritual members of the church must step in and help the man who has wandered away.

The origin of this problem is found in the statement "wander from the truth" (James 5:19). The truth means, of course, the Word of God. "Thy Word is truth" (John 17:17). Unless the believer stays close to the truth, he will start to drift away. "For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it" (Heb 2:1, NASB). Jesus warned Peter that Satan was at hand to tempt him, and Peter refused to believe the Word. He even argued with the Lord! When he should have been praying, Peter was sleeping. No wonder he denied three times.

The outcome of this wandering is "sin" and possible "death" (James 5:20). The sinner here is a believer, not an unbeliever; and sin in the life of a Christian is worse than sin in the life of an unbeliever. We expect unsaved people to sin, but God expects His children to obey His Word.
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5:19, 20
What are we to do when we see a fellow believer wandering from the truth? We should pray for him to be sure; but we must also seek to help him. He needs to be "converted" - turned back into the right path again. Do believers need to be converted? Yes, they do! Jesus said to Peter, "When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren" (Luke 22:32).

It is important that we seek to win the lost, but it is also important to win the saved. If a brother has sinned against us, we should talk to him privately and seek to settle the matter. If he listens, then we have gained our brother (Matt 18:15). That word gained means "won." It is the same word translated "get gain" in James 4:13. It is important to win the saved as well as the lost.
If we are going to help an erring brother, we must have an attitude of love, for "love shall cover the multitude of sins" (1 Peter 4:8). Both James and Peter learned this principle from Prov 10:12- "Hate stirreth up strife: but love covereth all sins.” This does not mean that love "sweeps the dirt under the carpet." 
Where there is love, there must also be truth ("speaking the truth in love" says Paul in Eph 4:15); and where there is truth, there is honest confession of sin and cleansing from God. Love not only helps the offender to face his sins and deal with them, but love also assures the offender that those sins, once forgiven, are remembered no more.
While the basic interpretation of these verses is as I have explained, the application can be made to the lost sinner. After all, if a straying brother needs to be restored, how much more does a lost sinner need to be brought to the Saviour. If the wandering believer loses his life, he is lost and all the good that he has done is forgotten according to Ezekiel 3:20 ‘Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumbling block [God tries to win him back] before him, he shall die:…he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered;’ the backslider and the lost sinner is condemned to an eternal hell.
"Seeking the lost" is a common Bible picture of soul-winning. In Luke 15, 
1. Jesus pictures the lost sheep, 
2. The lost coin, 

3. And the lost son, 
All of whom needed to be found and brought back to where they belonged. Our Lord also compared winning souls to catching fish (Mark 1:17). Peter caught one fish individually with his hook (Matt 17:24-27), but he also worked with his helpers and used the nets to catch many fish at one time. There is a place for both personal and collective evangelism.

Prov 11:30 compares evangelism to hunting: "He that catches souls is wise" (literal translation). Sin is out to catch and kill (James 1:13-15), but we ought to be out to catch and make alive.

The soul winner is also an ambassador of peace (2 Cor 5:20). God has not declared war on this world; He has declared peace! One day He will declare war, and judgment will fall.
CHAPTER FIVE

5:19, 20
Both Zech 3:2 and Jude 23 picture the soul winner as a fireman, pulling brands out of the burning. John Wesley applied Zech 3:2 to himself, for when he was but a child; he was pulled from a burning house when it looked as though it was too late. Sometimes we must take risks of love to snatch people from the fires of judgment.
Jesus compared evangelism to sowing and reaping (John 4:34-38) and Paul used the same illustration (1 Cor 3:6-9). There are seasons of sowing and seasons of reaping; and many people are needed for the work. We are "laborers together with God" (1 Cor 3:9). Both the sower and the reaper will receive their rewards, for there is no competition in the Lord's fields.
James 5:19-20

IV. They Are Persistent in Soul-Winning (5:19-20)

We can be so wrapped up in our own trials that we forget the needs of the lost and of believers who have strayed. The basic meaning of these verses is that saints should seek to bring wandering brethren back to the Lord. "Convert" simply means "to turn back again" (Luke 22:32). How easy it is for a saint to be seduced (to err) from the truth. 
Disobedient Christians are in danger of serious discipline, and even death (1 Corinthians 11:30). In love, we should seek them out and help restore them (Gal 6:1). When we do, we are rescuing them from death (the discipline of God) and, in love, we see their sins covered (see 1 Peter 4:8).

But we may apply these verses to the lost as well. As we see the return of Christ approaching, how much we need to dedicate ourselves to witnessing! The Christian who really believes in the return of Christ cannot help but want to win others.

(From Wiersbe's Expository Outlines on the New Testament. Copyright © 1992 by Chariot Victor Publishing, an imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved.)

This brings us to the end of our study of James. His emphasis has been spiritual maturity this would be a good time for us to examine our own hearts to see how mature we really are. Here are a few questions to assist you:
1. Am I becoming more and more patient in the testing of life?

2. Do I play with temptation or resist it from the start?

3. Do I find joy in obeying the Word of God, or do I merely study it and learn it?

4. Are there any prejudices that shackle me?

5. Am I able to control my tongue?

6. Am I a peacemaker rather than a troublemaker? Do people come to me for spiritual wisdom?

7. Am I a friend of God or a friend of the world?

8. Do I make plans without considering the will of God?

9. Am I selfish when it comes to money? Am I unfaithful in the paying of my bills?

10. Do I naturally depend on prayer when I find myself in some kind of trouble?

11. Am I the kind of person others seek for prayer support?

CHAPTER FIVE
12. What is my attitude toward the wandering brother? Do I criticize and gossip, or do I seek to 

       restore him in love?  

Don't just grow old - grow up!

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
James 5:19
If any one among you do err ean tis en humin planeethee. Third-class condition (supposed case) with ean and the first aorist passive subjunctive of planaoo, an old verb, to go astray, to wander (Matt 18:12), figuratively (Heb 5:2).
From the truth apo tees aleetheias. For truth see James 1:18; 3:14; John 8:32; 1 John 1:6; 3:18f. It was easy then, and is now, to be led astray from Christ, who is the Truth.
And one convert him kai epistrepsee tis auton. Continuation of the third-class condition with the first aorist active subjunctive of epistrefoo, an old verb, to turn (transitive here as in Luke 1:16f, but intransitive often as Acts 9:35). 




(Robertson’s Word Pictures)

‘My brethren (ean tis en humin planeethee if any one among you do err or to go astray, to wander) if any of you do err (apo tees aleetheias from the truth or to be led astray from Jesus, who is the Truth) from the way of the truth, and some (kai epistrepsee tis auton and one convert him) converts him from his error.’ James 5:19 Peshitta plus comments

James 5:19-20

5:19-20 Causing a brother to turn from sin is the greatest form of healing, since it saves him from spiritual death. Compare Ezekiel 33:14-16, 1 John 5:16-17 and 1 Peter 4:8&N. Jewish Comm.
James 5:20
Let him know ginoosketoo. Present active imperative third person singular of ginooskoo, but Westcott and Hort read ginooskete (know ye) after B [Codex Vaticanus]. In either case it is the conclusion of the condition in James 5:19. He which covered hoepistrepsas. First aorist active articular participle of epistrefoo of James 5:19. From the error ekplanees. "Out of the wandering" of James 5:19 planee, (from which planaoo is made). See 1 John 4:6 for contrast between "truth" and "error." A soul from death psucheen ek thanatou. The soul of the sinner hamartoolon won back to Christ, not the soul of the man winning him. A few MSS. have autou added (his soul), which leaves it ambiguous, but autou is not genuine. It is ultimate and final salvation here meant by the future soosei.
Shall cover a multitude of sins kalupsei pleethos hamartioon. Future active of kaluptoo, an old verb, to hide, to veil. But whose sins (those of the converter or the converted)? The Roman Catholics (also Mayor and Ropes) take it of the sins of the converter, who thus saves himself by saving others. The language here will allow that, but not the New Testament teaching in general. 
It is apparently a proverbial saying which Resch considers one of the unwritten sayings of Christ (Clement of Alexandria, Paed. iii. 12). It occurs also in Ante-Nicene Fathers, Volume 2 - Fathers of the Second Century 1 Peter 4:8, where it clearly means the sins of others covered by love as a veil thrown over them. The saying appears also in Prov 10:12: 
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5:20
"Hatred stirs up strife, but love hides all transgressions"-that is "love refuses to see faults" (Mayor admits). That is undoubtedly the meaning in 1 Peter 4:8 and James 5:20. (Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament)
‘(Ginoosketoo Let him know) Let him know that (hoepistrepsas he which covered) he who converts a sinner (ekplanees from the error) from the error of his way, shall (psucheen ek thanatou a soul from death) save his soul from death and (kalupsei pleethos hamartioon shall cover a multitude of sins) shall wipe out a multitude of sins.’ James 5:20 Peshitta plus comments     
‘Let him know, that he which converted the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, [Let-be-knowing that the one-on-turning miser out of-straying of-way of-him will-be-saving the soul of-him out of-death] and shall hide a multitude of sins. [And will-be-covering multitude of-misses]. James 5:20 + Concordant Greek Text 400 AD

7 facts about backsliders:

1. It is possible for brethren or Christians to err from the truth and become unconverted.

2. An erring Christian can be converted again.

3. An erring Christian becomes a sinner again when he sins.

4. An erring Christian incurs the death penalty again when he sins.
5. If the erring Christian is saved from his error his soul will be saved again from death.

6. If he repents and is saved again from death his sins will be forgiven and hidden.
7. If he does not repent he will be lost and will have to pay the penalty for sin (v. 20; Romans 6:14-23; 8:12-13; 2 Timothy 2:12; Ezekiel 18:24; Hebrews 6:4-6).                               (Dake)
This end the practical teaching of the Book of James.

7/5/05        Paul the Learner

1/4/09        Revised Paul the Learner 
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