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CHAPTER 24
Lk 24:1-8

24:1 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulcher, bringing the spices, which they had prepared, and certain others with them. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulcher. 3 And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.

24:4 And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments: 5 And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spoke unto you when he was yet in Galilee, 7 Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again. 8 And they remembered his words, KJV
LAYING A HISTORICAL FOUNDATION – ARCHEOLOGICAL WRITING OF SANHEDRIM &C.

Pilate’s Report

“To Tiberius Caesar, Emperor of Rome.”

“A few days after the sepulcher was found empty. His disciples proclaimed all over the country that Jesus had risen from the dead, as he had foretold. This created more excitement even than the crucifixion. As to the truth I cannot say for certain, but I have made some investigation of the matter: so you can examine for yourself, and see if I am in fault as Herod represents.”
1. The day after he was buried one of the priests came to the pretorium and said they were apprehensive that his disciples intended to steal the body of Yeshua and hide it, and then make it appear that he had risen from the dead, as he had foretold, and of, which they were perfectly convinced.

2. I sent him to the captain of the royal guard (Malcus) to tell him to take the Jewish soldiers, place as many around the sepulcher as were needed; then if anything should happen they could blame themselves, and not the Romans.

3. After finding the sepulcher empty, I sent for Malcus, who told me he had placed his lieutenant, Ben Isham, with one hundred soldiers, around the sepulcher.

4. Then I sent for Isham and He said that at about the beginning of the fourth watch they saw a soft and beautiful light over the sepulcher. He at first thought that the women had come to embalm the body of Yeshua, as was their custom, but he could not see how they had gotten through the guards.

5. The next thing that happened the whole place was lighted up, and there seemed to be crowds of the dead in their grave clothes. All seemed to be shouting and filled with ecstasy, while all around and above was the most beautiful music he had ever heard; and the whole air seemed to be full of voices praising God.

6. At this time there seemed to be a reeling and swimming of the earth, so that he turned so sick and faint that he could not stand on his feet.

7. His senses then left him, so that he knew not what did occur.

8. I asked him in what condition he was when he came to himself. He said he was lying on the ground with his face down.

9. I asked him how long the scene lasted. He thought nearly an hour.

10. I asked him if he went to the sepulcher he said no, because he was afraid; that just as soon as relief came they all went to their quarters.                  The Archko Volume – Pilate’s Report Page 145, 146
Note: The Archko Volume is not Scripture, so there is no way that we can claim that it is true, but I believe that Pilate did keep Augustus informed of what was happening in Judah.       Paul the Learner
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Luke 24:1-12

Perplexed Hearts: He Opens the Tomb (Luke 24:1-12) 

We do not know at what time Jesus arose from the dead on the first day of the week but it must have been very early. The earthquake and the angel (Mt 28:2-4) opened the tomb, not to let Jesus out but to let the witnesses in. "Come and see, go and tell!" is the Easter mandate for the church. 
Mary Magdalene had been especially helped by Jesus and was devoted to Him (Lk 8:2). She had lingered at the cross (Mk 15:47), and then she was first at the tomb. With her were Mary the mother of James; Joanna; and other devout women (Lk 24:10), hoping to finish preparing their Lord's body for burial. It was a sad labor of love that was transformed into gladness when they discovered that Jesus was alive.

"Who will roll the stone away?" was their main concern. The Roman soldiers would not break the Roman seal, especially for a group of mourning Jewish women. But God had solved the problem for them; the tomb was open and there was no body to prepare!  At this point two angels appeared on the scene. 
Mt 28:2 and Mk 16:5 mention only one of the two, the one who gave the message to the women. There was a kind rebuke in his message as he reminded them of their bad memories! More than once, Jesus had told His followers that He would suffer and die and be raised from the dead (Mt 16:21; 17:22-23; 20:17-19; Lk 9:22, 44; 18:31-34). 
How sad it is when God's people forget His Word and live defeated lives. Today, the Spirit of God assists us to remember His Word (Jn 14:26). Obedient to their commission, the women ran to tell the disciples the good news, but the men did not believe them! (According to Mk 16:14, Jesus later rebuked them for their unbelief.) 
Mary Magdalene asked Peter and John to come to examine the tomb (Jn 20:1-10), and they too saw the proof that Jesus was not there. However, all that the evidence said was that the body was gone and that apparently there had been no violence. As Mary lingered by the tomb weeping, Jesus Himself appeared to her (Jn 20:11-18). 
It is one thing to see the empty tomb and the empty grave clothes, but quite something else to meet the risen Christ. We today cannot see the evidence in the tomb, but we do have the testimony of the witnesses found in the inspired Word of God. And we can live out our faith in Jesus Christ and know personally that He is alive in us (Gal 2:20). 
Keep in mind that these women did not expect to see Jesus alive. They had forgotten His resurrection promises and went to the tomb only to finish anointing His body. To say that they had hallucinations and only thought they saw Jesus is to fly in the face of the evidence. And would this many people hallucinate about the same thing at the same time? Not likely. They became excited witnesses, even to their leaders, that Jesus Christ is alive! 
From The Bible Exposition Commentary 
THE THREE COMMISSIONS
There were three separate Commissions given to the Eleven Apostles, at different times, on distinctly specified occasions and in varying words:

1. The first is recorded in Luke 24:47. This was given in Jerusalem on the evening of the day of the resurrection. It was given, not to the Eleven only, but also to “them that were with them” (24:33). The commission was ‘the continuation of His own ministry and that of John the Baptist [Matthew 22:1-10].’ They were all to proclaim “repentance and remission of sins.” 
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THE THREE COMMISSIONS CONTINUED

The New Covenant [Jeremiah 31:31-34] had been made, in virtue of which this message of pardon could be declared (Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-23; and Acts 3:19), first in Jerusalem, and then to all the nations of the Gentiles. This was then done by Peter (Acts 2:38 Jews; 8:14-17 Samaritans; 10:34-44 Gentiles).
2. The second is recorded in Mark 16:15-18, and was given when the Lord appeared to the Eleven as they sat at meat; and it was carried out by “them that head Him;” as foretold in (Matthew 22:4-7), and was fulfilled in (Mark 16:20), as was confirmed in (Hebrews 2:3, 4). 
The Acts of the Apostles is the inspired history of the fulfillment of this commission, so far as it is necessary for our instruction. It was given for the personal ministry of the Apostles, to be fulfilled by them before the destruction of the Temple and of Jerusalem.
3. The third is recorded in Matthew 28:19, 20, and was given on a mountain in Galilee. It was the proclamation of the King, Who had left Jerusalem, according to the Parable (Luke 19:12), until He returns in power to set up His kingdom (26:64). 
It is the summons to the Gentile nations to submit to the Jehovah Elohim (Yeshua the Word of God), as the king of Israel, according to (Psalms 2:10-12 ‘Be wise now, therefore, O kings; be instructed, O judges of the earth. 11 Serve the Lord with reverence, and uphold him with trembling. 12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish from his way while his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.’ Peshitta Syriac Text) 
It is the proclamation of “the Gospel of the Kingdom” for a witness to all nations, immediately before the end of the age (Matthew 24:14; Revelation 14:6). It is still wholly future in its application, and proclaims the judgment on the Gentiles for the final deliverance of Israel, according to (Psalms 2:9 
‘You shall shepherd them with a rod of iron; you shall break them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.’ Peshitta), when verse 6 ‘I have appointed my king over Zion, my holy mountain.’ Peshitta. Shall then be fulfilled.      Paul the Learner
CAIAPHAS ON THE RESURRECTION

All the soldiers that he had conversed with were convinced that Yeshua [Jesus] was resurrected by supernatural power and was still living, and he that he was no human being, for the light and the angels and the dead that came out of their graves all went to prove that something had happened that never occurred on earth before. 
From this I am convinced that something transcending the laws of nature took place that morning that cannot be accounted for upon natural laws and I find it is useless to try to get any of the soldiers to deny it, for they are so excited that they cannot be reasoned with. 
In this state of conscious dread I remained investigating the Scriptures, I locked my door and gave the guards orders to let no one in without first giving me notice. While thus engaged, with no one in the room but my wife and Annas, her father, when I lifted up my eyes, behold Jesus of Nazareth stood before me. 
My breath stopped, my blood ran cold, and I was in the act of falling, when he spoke and said, ‘Be not afraid, it is I. You condemned me that you might go free. This is the work of my Father. Your only wrong is you have a wicked heart; this you must repent of.
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CAIAPHAS ON THE RESURRECTION CONTINUED
This last lamb you have slain is the one that was appointed before the foundation; this sacrifice is made for all men. Your other lambs were for those who offered them; this is for all, this is the last; it is for you if you will accept it. I died that you and all mankind might be saved.’ 
At this he looked at me with such melting tenderness that it seemed to me I was nothing but tears, and my strength was all gone. When Annas lifted me up Jesus was gone, and the door was locked. No one could tell when or where he went. “So noble Masters, I do not feel that I can officiate as priest any more. 
If this strange personage is from God, and should prove to be the Saviour we have looked for so long, and I have been the means of crucifying him, I have no further offerings to make for sin.                                 
        The Archko Volume – Caiaphas on the Resurrection page 126, 127

At the moment when Jesus died, nothing could have seemed more weak, more pitifully hopeless, more absolutely doomed to scorn, and extinction, and despair, than the Church, which he had founded. It numbered but a handful of weak followers, of which the boldest had denied his Lord with blasphemy, and the most devoted had forsaken Him and fled. 
They were poor, they were ignorant, and they were hopeless. They could not claim a single synagogue or a single sword among them. If they spoke their own language, it betrayed them by its mongrel dialect; if they spoke the current Greek, it was despised as a miserable patois. 
What was it that caused strength to be made perfect out of abject weakness? This is one and one only possible answer – the resurrection from the dead of their Lord. All this vast revolution was due to the power of Christ’s resurrection. 

“If Jesus did not rise, we have not only to explain how the belief in his resurrection came to be received without any previous hopes, which could lead to its reception, but also how it came to be received with that intensity of personal conviction, which could invest the life and person of Christ with attributes never before assigned to any one, and that by Jews who had been reared in the strictest monotheism.” 
         Westcott, Gospel of the Resurrection, page 111.

HISTORICAL OUTLOOK
The sun was now on the edge of the horizon, and the Sabbath day was near. And “that Sabbath day was a high day,” a Sabbath of peculiar splendor and solemnity, because it was at once a Sabbath and a Passover (John 19:31; Deuteronomy 21:22, 23; Leviticus 23:7). 
The Jews had taken every precaution to prevent the ceremonial pollution of a day that was sacred, and were also anxious that immediately after the death of the victims had been secured, their bodies should be taken from the cross. The dead body of Yeshua was left hanging till the last, because a person who could not easily be slighted [Joseph a member of the Sanhedrin] had gone to obtain leave from Pilate to dispose of it as he wished.
This was Joseph of Arimathaea [Arimathaea, or Rama, is a place of uncertain site; it may be Rama in Benjamin (Matthew 2:18), or Ramathaim in Ephraim (1 Samuel 1:1) but certainly is not Ramleh in Dan.] He was a rich man, of high character and blameless life, and a distinguished member of the Sanhedrin. 
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HISTORICAL OUTLOOK CONTINUED
Although timidity of disposition, or weakness of faith, had hitherto prevented him from openly declaring his believe in Jesus, yet he had abstained from sharing in the vote of the Sanhedrin, or countenancing their crime. So seeing the lifeless body of Jesus on the cross, he went to Pilate on the very evening of the crucifixion, 
And begged that the dead body might be given him. [I was at the tomb in the garden and saw the broken slab where a dead body might be laid in 1972 Paul the Learner]. Although the Romans left their crucified slaves to be devoured by dogs and ravens, Pilate had no difficulty in sanctioning the more humane and reverent custom of the Jews, which required, even in extreme cases, the burial of the dead. 
Pilate was, however, amazed at the speediness with, which death had supervened, and sending for the centurion, asked whether it had taken place sufficiently long to distinguish it from a faint or swoon [Mark 15:44 the average time of survival in the case of a healthy man seems to have been thirty-six hours; without cold, exposure, &c, the ordinary course of the mortification (which caused death) would require forty-eight hours.].
On ascertaining that such was the fact, he at once assigned the body, doubtless with some satisfaction, to the case of this “honorable councilor.” So without wasting a moment, Joseph purchased a long piece of fine linen (this was another clear indication, even in the Gospels, that this Friday was not the Passover.), and took the body from its cross. 
Mean while the force of his example had also helped to waken a kindred feeling in the soul of the candid but fearful Nicodemus [the request of Joseph had some danger, and in later martyrdoms such a request cost men their lives.]. 
If, as seems extremely probable, Nicodemus was identical with the Nakdimon Ben Gorion of the Talmud, he was a man of enormous wealth; [He and his house perished at the fall of Jerusalem, and whose daughter received as her dower a million denarii of gold, and after the fall was seen picking the grains of corn out of the horses dung.]

And so Nicodemus hurried to the cross of Jesus and helped Joseph with the body of our Lord. Thanks to this glow of kindling sorrow and compassion in the hearts of these two noble and wealthy Disciples of Christ, He who died as a malefactor, was buried as a king. “He made His gave with the wicked, and with the rich in His death.” 
The fine linen (sindon), which Joseph had purchased was richly spread with the hundred litras of myrrh and perfumed aloe-wood which Nicodemus had brought, and the lacerated body – whose divinely human spirit was now in the calm of its Sabbath rest in the Paradise of God – was thus carried to its loved and peaceful grave. 
Close by the place of crucifixion – if not an actual part of it (John 19:41) – was a garden belonging to Joseph of Arimathaea, and in its enclosure he had caused a new tomb to be hewn for himself out of the solid rock, that he might be buried in the near precincts of the Holy City.

The tomb had never been used, but, in spite of the awful sacredness, which the Jews attached to their rock-hewn sepulchers, and the sensitive scrupulosity with which they shrank from all contact with a corpse, Joseph never hesitated to give up for the body of Jesus the last home, which he had designed for his own use. But the preparations had to be hurried, because when the sun had set the Sabbath would have begun. 
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All that they could do, therefore, was to wash the corpse, to lay it amid the spices, to wrap the head in a white napkin, to roll the fine linen round and round the wounded limbs, and to lay the body reverently in the rocky niche. Then, with the united toil of several men, they rolled a golal, or great stone, to the horizontal aperture; and scarcely had they accomplished this when, as the sun sank behind the hills of Jerusalem, the new Sabbath dawned. (Luke 23:54) 
We see Mary of Magdala, and Mary the mother of James and John, had seated themselves in the garden to mark the place of the burial, and other Galilaean woman had also noticed the spot, and had hurried home to prepare fresh spices and ointments before the Sabbath began, that they might hasten back early on the morning of Sunday, and complete that embalming of the body, which Joseph and Nicodemus had only hastily begun. Pilate after the Paschal Sabbath was over sent guards to seal the golal, and to watch the sepulcher.



Farrar’s Life of Christ – Paul the Learner

Lk 24:9-32
24:9 And returned from the sepulcher, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles. 11 And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not. 12 Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulcher; and stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass.

24:13 And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. 14 And they talked together of all these things which had happened. 15 And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. 16 But their eyes were holden that they should not know him. 17 And he said unto them, what manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad? 18 And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass therein these days?
24:19 And he said unto them, what things? And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people: 20 And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and have crucified him. 21 But we trusted that it had been he, which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done. 22 Yea and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the sepulcher;

24:23 And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was alive. 24 And certain of them, which were with us, went to the sepulcher, and found it even so as the women had said: but him they saw not. 25 Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: 26 ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?

24:27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 28 And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and he made as though he would have gone further. 29 But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them. 30 And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight. 32 And they said one to another; did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? KJV
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24:19 He was a prophet. For the reasons given in the rest of the verse the talmidim disciples had at this point settled on this description of Yeshua Jesus; compare Mt 21:11, Acts 3:22-23&N.

24:21 And we had hoped that he was the one who would liberate Israel. In other words, these Zealot-sympathizers had hoped he would turn out to be the Messiah—for they had not yet grasped the notion of a suffering Messiah who would die for sins. 
Even after the talmidim had seen the resurrected Yeshua a number of times and been taught by him for forty days they still expected him to “liberate Israel” without delay (Acts 1:6). Yeshua answered their question about when and how he will consummate the setting up of the Kingdom in Acts 1:7-8; see Acts 1:6-7 Notes.
24:25-27 Throughout the Tanakh are prophecies about the Messiah that are fulfilled in Yeshua and reported in the New Testament. See Section VII of the Introduction to the Jewish New Testament for a list of 54 of them, including several indicating that the Messiah had to die like this; see also Mt 26:24 Notes. 
Yeshua, walking with the two talmidim toward Amma’us, certainly referred to many of these prophecies as he explained to them the things that can be found throughout the Tanakh concerning himself. Yet they still did not get the point, only when he “broke the matzah...and handed it to them” were “their eyes...opened” (vv. 30-31).  Jewish New Testament Commentary 
Luke 24:13-35

Discouraged Hearts: He Opens Their Eyes (Luke 24:13-35) 

Emmaus was a small village eight miles northwest of Jerusalem. The two men walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus were discouraged disciples who had no reason to be discouraged. They had heard the reports of the women that the tomb was empty and that Jesus was alive, but they did not believe them. They had hoped that Jesus would redeem Israel (Lk 24:21), but their hopes had been shattered. 
We get the impression that these men were discouraged and disappointed because God did not do what they wanted Him to do. They saw the glory of the kingdom, but they failed to understand the suffering. Jesus graciously walked with them and listened to their "animated heated conversation" (Lk 24:17, WUEST). 
No doubt they were quoting various Old Testament prophecies and trying to remember what Jesus had taught but they were unable to put it all together and come up with an explanation that made sense. Was He a failure or a success? Why did He have to die? Was there a future for the nation? There is a touch of humor in Lk 24:19 when Jesus asked, "What things?" 
He had been at the heart of all that had happened in Jerusalem, and now He was asking them to tell Him what occurred! How patient our Lord is with us as He listens to us tell Him what He already knows (Rom. 8:34). But we may come "boldly" ("with freedom of speech") to His throne and pour out our hearts to Him, and He will help us (Ps 62:8; Heb 4:16).
The longer Cleopas talked, the more he indicted himself and his friend for their unbelief. What more evidence could they want? 
(a) Witnesses (including Apostles) had seen the tomb empty. 
(b) Angels had announced that Jesus was alive. 
(c) Witnesses had seen Him alive and heard Him speak the proof was there! 
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24:13-35
"Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10:17, NKJV). This explains why Jesus opened the Word to these two men as the three of them walked to Emmaus. Their real problem was not in their heads but in their hearts (see Lk 24:25 and 32, and note v. 38). 
They could have discussed the subject for days and never arrived at a satisfactory answer. What they needed was a fresh understanding of the Word of God, and Jesus gave that understanding to them. He opened the Scriptures and then opened their eyes, and they realized that Jesus was not only alive but right they’re with them! 

What was their basic problem? They did not believe all that the prophets had written about the Messiah. That was the problem with most of the Jews in that day: they saw Messiah as a conquering Redeemer, but they did not see Him as a Suffering Servant. As they read the Old Testament, they saw the glory but not the suffering, the crown but not the cross. 
The teachers in that day were not unlike some of the "success preachers" today, blind to the total message of the Bible. That was some Bible conference, and I wish I could have been there! Imagine the greatest Teacher explaining the greatest themes from the greatest Book and bringing the greatest blessings to men's lives: eyes open to see Him, hearts open to receive the Word, and lips open to tell others what Jesus said to them!

Luke 24:13-35

Perhaps Jesus started at:

1. Gen. 3:15, the first promise of the Redeemer, and traced that promise through the Scriptures. He may have lingered at 
2. Gen. 22, which tells of Abraham placing his only beloved son on the altar. 
3. Surely He touched on Passover, 
4. The Levitical sacrifices, 
5. The tabernacle ceremonies, 
6. The Day of Atonement, 
7. The serpent in the wilderness, 
8. The Suffering Servant in Isa 53, and 
9. The prophetic messages of Ps 22 and 69. 
10. The key to understanding the Bible is to see Jesus Christ on every page. 
He did not teach them only doctrine or prophecy; He taught "the things concerning Himself' (Lk 24:27). These men had talked to Jesus and listened to Jesus, and when He made as though He would go on alone, they asked Jesus to come home with them. The Word of God had won them, and they did not even know who the Stranger was. All they knew was that their hearts were "burning" within them, and they wanted the blessing to last. 
The more we receive the Word of God, the more we will want to fellowship with the God of the Word. The hymn writer expressed it perfectly - "Beyond the sacred paged seek Thee, Lord." Understanding Bible knowledge can lead to a "big head" (1 Cor. 8:1), but receiving Bible truth and walking with the Saviour will lead to a burning heart. Jesus opened the Scriptures to them, and then He opened their eyes so that they recognized Him. 
Now they knew for themselves that Jesus was alive. They had the evidence of the open tomb, the angels, the witnesses, the Scriptures and now their own personal experience with the Lord. The fact that Jesus vanished did not mean that He abandoned them, for He was with them even though they could not see Him - and they would see Him again. 
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The best evidence that we have understood the Bible and met the living Christ is that we have something exciting to share with others. The two men immediately left Emmaus and returned to Jerusalem to tell the believers that they had met Jesus. But when they arrived, the apostles and the others told them that Jesus was alive and had appeared to Peter! 
What a difference it would make in our church services if everybody who gathered came to tell about meeting the living Christ! If our services are "dead" it is probably because we are not really walking with and listening to the living Savior. The "breaking of bread" (Lk 24:30, 35) refers to a meal and not to the Lord's Supper. 
As far as we know, the Apostles were the only ones Jesus had instructed about the Lord's Supper, and it was not likely that our Lord would celebrate it at this time. Jesus revealed Himself to them during a common meal, and that is often how He works. We must learn to see Him in the everyday things of life. However, as we do celebrate the Lord's Supper from time to time, we want Jesus to reveal Himself to us in a new way, and we must not be satisfied with anything less. 
The Bible Exposition Commentary 

HISTORICAL OUTLOOK

THE PLAN OF GOD REFUSED.

‘Ought not Messiah to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?’ (24:26). This, in God’s counsels, was to follow immediately on the sufferings, had the nation of Israel repented. See Acts 3:18-26, and compare 
(a) 1 Peter 1:11 ‘…the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow.’ 
(b) Also 1 Peter 4:13 ‘But rejoice, for you are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; and when his glory shall be revealed you may be glad also with exceeding joy.’ 
(c) And 1 Peter 5:1 ‘…a witness of the sufferings of Christ and a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed.’ Peshitta.
Now Peter could be speaking about the baptism of the Holy Spirit, with God now dwelling in us instead of a temple of man, but it also could mean that Jesus might establish His kingdom if the nation would repent of there sin, which of course never happened:
1. The first appearance of Jesus was to Mary.

2. He now appears to the other women,

3. The third appearance was to Peter.

4. Now we will deal with the fourth appearance of Jesus to the two disciples.

Two of the disciples were on their way to a village named Emmaus [warm springs], of uncertain site, but about eight miles from Jerusalem, and they were discoursing with sad and anxious hearts on the awful incidents of the last two days, when a Stranger joined them, and asked them the cause of their clouded looks and anxious words. 
They stopped, and then looked at this unknown traveler [remember many have entertained angels unawares] with a dubious and unfriendly glance (Luke 24:13-35 after the recent events such caution was very natural); and when one of the two, whose name was Cleopas, spoke in reply, there is a touch of surprise and suspicion in the answer, which he ventured to give.
“Do you live alone as a stranger in Jerusalem, and do you not know what things have happened there in these last days?” “What things?” He asked them. Then they told Him how all their yearning hopes that Jesus had been the great Prophet who should redeem (set free from Rome) His people had been dashed to the earth, and how all of His mighty deeds before God and the people had ended two days back on the shameful cross. 
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They also described the feeling of amazement with, which, on this the third day, for they had heard the women’s rumors of angel visions, and the certain testimony of some of their brethren that the tomb was now empty. “But,” added the speaker with a sigh of incredulity and sorrow – “but Jesus they saw not.”
Then reproaching them with the dullness of their intelligence and their affections, the Stranger showed them how through all the Old Testament from Moses onwards there was one long prophecy of the suffering no less than of the glory of the Messiah. 
In such high converse they then drew near to the village of Emmaus, and the Stranger seemed to be going onwards, but they pressed Him to stay, and as they sat down to their simple meal, and He blessed and brake the bread, suddenly their eyes were opened, and in spite of the altered form (Mark 16:12), they then recognized that He who was with them was Jesus the Lord. 
But even as they recognized Him, He was with them no longer. “Did not our heart burn within us,” they exclaimed to each other, “while He was speaking with us in the way, while He was opening to us the Scriptures?” Life of Christ by Farrar – Paul the Learner
Lk 24:33-53

24:33 And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them, 34 Saying, The Lord is raised indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. 35 And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was known of them in breaking of bread.

24:36 And as they thus spoke, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.

37 But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit. 38 And he said unto them, why are ye troubled? And why do thoughts arise in your hearts? 39 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see, for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 40 And when he had thus spoken, he showed them his hands and his feet.

24:41 And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any meat? 42 And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of a honeycomb. 43 And he took it, and did eat before them. 44 And he said unto them, these are the words, which I spoke unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the Law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. 45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,
24:46 And said unto them, thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day: 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And ye are witnesses of these things. 49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.

24:50 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 53 and were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen. KJV
24:39-42 Look at my hands and my feet, pierced by the nails (23:33). “Have you something here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish. Apparently people in the first century had trouble believing in a physical resurrection from the dead. 
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1. Heretics solved the problem by proclaiming that Yeshua didn't really die on the cross but only swooned (for a recent resurrection of this non-resurrection theory see Hugh Schonfield's The Passover Plot). 
2. Others claimed he died a normal death and stayed dead (Mt 28:11-15). 
3. Others simply couldn't understand how it could happen and thus became doubters; Sha’ul Saul- Paul dealt with this problem in 1 Corinthians 15. 
But Yeshua dealt with it by demonstrating that he was not merely a ghost, a vague “spiritual” entity, but fully present physically, with special capacities not available to un-resurrected persons, such as becoming invisible (v. 31) and passing through walls (vv. 36-37; John 20:19-20).

24:44-45 The Torah of Moshe Moses, the Prophets (N’vi’im) and the Psalms (standing for the Wisdom books or K’tuvim), in other words, the entire Tanakh (see vv. 25-27&N). Note especially Isaiah 52:13-53:12 and Hosea 6:2.
24:48-49 What my Father promised was the Ruach HaKodesh Spirit Holy (Joel 3:1-5(2:28-32); Acts 1:8; 2:1-4, 16-21). The Holy Spirit gives the power necessary for being witnesses.

24:50 Raising his hands he blessed them. To this day there is a portion of the synagogue service wherein a cohen priest raises his hands and pronounces over the congregation the Aaronic benediction of Numbers 6:24-26.

24:52 They bowed in worship to him because they now understood who he was, the Son of God, divine and worthy of worship yet without being a “second god”; see Isaiah 9:5(6), Jeremiah 23:5, Proverbs 30:4, Micah 5:1(2). 
Worshipping something less than God would have been considered idolatry by every one of these highly religious Jewish disciples (compare Acts 10:25-26, Rev 22:8-9). Yochanan's John’s version of the Good News contains much more of Yeshua's own teaching concerning his divine nature than Luke's (for example, John 8:58, 10:31, 14:6, 16:28, 17:5).

24:53 They spent all their time in the Temple courts praising God. The early believers had a living faith and a close relationship with God; being Jews they expressed that faith by praising God at his Temple. We pick them up praising God at Acts 1:14. As we will see (Acts 1:1&N), the book of Acts could also be called “Luke, Part II.”

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

Luke 24:36-46

Troubled Hearts: He Opens Their Minds (Luke 24:36-46) 

So many exciting things had happened that day and so much was unexplained that ten of the Apostles, plus other believers, met together that evening and shared their witness with one another. While Cleopas and his friend were telling their story, Jesus Himself appeared in the room! And the doors were shut! (Jn 20:19)
You would have expected the believers to heave a great sigh of relief and sing a hymn of praise, but instead they became terrified, frightened, and troubled (Lk 24:37-38). They thought a ghost had appeared! It all happened so suddenly that they were totally unprepared, even though several of them had already seen the risen Christ Mk 16:14 suggests that the condition of their hearts had something to do with the expression of their fears.

LUKE CHAPTER TWENTY- FOUR
24:36-46
Jesus sought to calm them. The first thing He did was to give them His blessing - "Peace be unto you!" He even repeated the blessing (Jn 20:19-21). "The God of peace" had raised Jesus from the dead, and there was nothing for them to fear (Heb 13:20-21). Because of His sacrifice on the cross, men and women could now have peace with God (Rom. 5:1) and enjoy the peace of God (Philippians 4:6-7). 
The next thing He did to calm them was to show them His wounded hands and feet (Ps 22:16) and assure them that He was not a ghost. Songwriters sometimes mention His "scars," but the record says nothing about "scars." The "prints" of Calvary were on His glorified body (Jn 20:24-29), and they are still there (Rev 5:6, 9, 12). It has well been said that the only work of man now in heaven is the marks of Calvary on the body of the exalted Saviour.

Jesus even ate some honey and fish to prove to His doubting followers that He was indeed alive and real, and He even invited them to feel His body (Lk 24:39; 1 Jn 1:1). With our limited knowledge, we cannot explain how a human body can be solid flesh and bones and still pass through closed doors and appear and disappear, or how it can be glorified and still carry the marks of the cross. 
We do know that we shall one day be like Him and share His glory (1 Jn 3:1-2). Lk 24:41 describes a perplexing emotion: "they believed not for joy." It was just too good to be true! Jacob had this same feeling when he got the news that Joseph was alive (Gen. 45:26-28), and the nation of Israel experienced it when God gave them a great deliverance (Ps 126:1-3). 
Jesus had told His disciples that they would rejoice when they saw Him again, and the promise was fulfilled (Jn 16:22). The final source of peace and assurance is the Word of God, so our Lord "opened their understanding" of the Old Testament Scriptures, just as He had done with the Emmaus disciples. 
After all, the believers were not being sent into the world to share their own personal experiences but to share the truths of the Word of God. We today cannot touch and feel the Lord Jesus, nor is it necessary that we do so; but we can rest our faith on the Word of God (1 Jn 1:1-5).
Jesus not only enabled them to understand the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms, but He also reminded them of what He had taught them, and He explained how it all fit together. Now they began to understand the necessity for His suffering and death and how the Cross related to the promise of the kingdom (see 1 Pet. 1:10-12). What a privilege it was for them to listen to Jesus expound the Word! 

Luke 24:47-53

Joyful Hearts: He Opens Their Lips (Luke 24:47-53) 

But privilege always brings responsibility; they were to be witnesses of all that He had said and done (Acts 1:8). A witness is somebody who sincerely tells what he has seen and heard (Acts 4:20), and the word witness is used in one way or another twenty-nine times in the Book of Acts. 
As Christians, we are not judges or prosecuting attorneys sent to condemn the world. We are witnesses who point to Jesus Christ and tell lost sinners how to be saved. How could a group of common people ever hope to fulfill that kind of a commission? 
God promised to provide the power (Lk 24:49; Acts 1:8), and He did. On the Day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit came upon the church and empowered them to preach the Word (Acts 2). After Pentecost, the Spirit continued to fill them with great power (see Acts 4:33).
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Witnessing is not something that we do for the Lord; it is something that He does through us, if we are filled with the Holy Spirit. There is a great difference between “a sales talk" and a Spirit-empowered witness. "People do not come to Christ at the end of an argument," said Vance Havner. "Simon Peter came to Jesus because Andrew went after him with a testimony." 
We go forth in the authority of His name, in the power of His spirit heralding His Gospel of His grace. Lk 24:50-52 should be compared with Mk 16:19-20 and Acts 1:9-12. For some reason, our Lord's ascension is not given the prominence in the church that it deserves. Think of what it meant to Him to return to heaven and sit on the throne of glory! (Jn 17:5, 11) 
His ascension is proof that He has conquered every enemy and that He reigns supremely "far above all" (Eph 1:18-23). In heaven today, our Lord Ministers as our High Priest (Heb 7:25) and our Advocate (1 Jn 2:1). As High Priest, He gives us the grace we need to face testing and temptation (Heb 4:14-16); and if we fail, as Advocate He forgives and restores us when we confess our sins (1 Jn 1:6-10). 
As the glorified head of the church, Jesus Christ is equipping His people to live for Him and serve Him in this present world (Eph 4:7-16; Heb 13:20-21). Through the Word of God and prayer, He is ministering to us by His Spirit and making us more like Himself. Of course, He is also preparing in heaven a home for His people (Jn 14:1-6), and one day He will return and take us to be with Him forever. 
The last thing our Lord did was to bless His people, and the first thing they did was to worship Him! The two always go together, for as we truly worship Him He will share His blessings. He not only opened their Ups to witness, but He also opened their lips to worship and praise Him!
Dr. Luke opened his Gospel with a scene in the temple (Lk 1:8 ff), and he closed his Gospel the same way (Lk 24:53). But what a contrast between the unbelieving, silent priest and the trusting, joyful saints! Luke has explained how Jesus went to Jerusalem and accomplished the work of redemption. 
His book begins and ends in Jerusalem. But his next book, The Acts of the Apostles, would explain how that Gospel traveled from Jerusalem to Rome! Is the Gospel going out to the ends of the earth from your Jerusalem? 

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

Conclusion

Forty days had now elapsed since the Crucifixion. During those forty days nine times had He been visibly present to human eyes, and had been touched by human hands. But His body had not been merely the human body, nor liable to merely human laws, nor had He lived during those days the life of men. The time had now come when His earthly presence should be taken away from them forever, until He returned in glory to judge the world. 
He met them in Jerusalem, and as He led them with Him towards Bethany (Luke 24:50), He bade them visit in the Holy City until they had received the promise of the Holy Spirit. He checked their eager inquiry about the times and the seasons, and bade them be His witnesses in the entire world. These last farewells must have been uttered in some of the wild secluded upland country that surrounds the little village:
1. It was solitude and retirement in which Jesus kept His vigils;

2. It was the desert places that heard him pray;

3. In a privacy was Jesus born;
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4. In the wilderness He fed His thousands;

5. It was upon a mountain apart that He was transfigured;

6. It was upon a mountain He died;

7. It was now from a mountain Jesus ascended to His Father.

Jesus lifted up His hands and blessed them, and, even as He blessed them, was parted from them, and as He passed from before their yearning eyes “a cloud received Jesus out of their sight.”
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