MARK
CHAPTER 16
Mk 16:1-8
16:1 And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices that they might come and anoint him. 2 And very early in the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulcher at the rising of the sun.

16:3 And they said among themselves, who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulcher? 4 And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it was very great. 5 And entering into the sepulcher, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. 6 And he saith unto them, be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him. 7 But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you. 8 And they went out quickly, and fled from the sepulcher; for they trembled and were amazed: neither said they any thing to any man, for they were afraid. KJV
What happened? Let’s see from the Roman standpoint.  “To Tiberius Caesar, Emperor of Rome.”
I returned to the pretorium, sad and pensive. On ascending the stairs, the steps of, which were still stained with the blood of the Nazarene, I perceived an old man in a suppliant posture, and behind him several Romans in tears. 
He threw himself at my feet and wept most bitterly. “Father,” said I to him, after gaining control of my feelings, ‘who are you, and what is your request? “I am Joseph of Arimathaea,’ replied he, ‘and am come to beg of you upon my knees the permission to bury Jesus of Nazareth.’ “Your prayer is granted,’ said I to him; and at the same time I ordered Manlius to take some soldiers with him to superintend the interment, lest it should be profaned.

‘A few days after the sepulcher was found empty. His disciples proclaimed all over the country that Jesus had risen from the dead, as he had foretold. This created more excitement even than the crucifixion. As to its truth I cannot say for certain, but I have made some investigation of the matter. 
The day after he was buried one of the priests came to the pretorium and said they were apprehensive that his disciples intended to steal the body of Jesus and hide it, and then make it appear that he had risen from the dead, as he had foretold, and of which they were perfectly convinced. 
I sent him to the captain of the royal guard (Malcus) to tell him to take the Jewish soldiers, place as many around the sepulcher as were needed; then if anything should happen they could blame themselves, and not the Romans.

‘When the great excitement arose about the sepulcher being found empty, I felt a deeper solicitude than ever. I sent for Malcus, who told me he had placed his lieutenant, Ben Isham, with one hundred soldiers, around the sepulcher. He told me that Isham and the soldiers were very much alarmed at what had occurred there that morning. 
I sent for this man Isham, who related to me, as near as I can recollect, the following circumstances:

1. He said that at about the beginning of the fourth watch they saw a soft and beautiful light over the sepulcher.
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2. He at first thought that the women had come to embalm the body of Jesus, as was their custom, but he could not see how they had gotten through the guards.
3. While these thoughts were passing through his mind, behold, the whole place was lighted up;

4. And there seemed to be crowds of the dead in their grave clothes;
5. All seemed to be shouting and filled with ecstasy;
6. While all around and above was the most beautiful music he had ever heard;

7. And the whole air seemed to be full of voices praising God.
8. At this time there seemed to be a reeling and swimming of the earth;

9. So that he turned so sick and faint that he could not stand on his feet;
(1). I asked him in what condition he was when he came to himself. He said he was lying on the ground with his face down. 

(2). I asked him if he could not have been mistaken as to the light. Was it not day that was coming in the East? He said at first he thought of that, but at a stone’s cast is was exceedingly dark; and then he remembered it was too early for day. 

(3). I asked him if his dizziness might not have come from being wakened up and getting up too suddenly, as it sometimes had that effect. He said he was not, and had not been asleep on duty. He said he had let some of the soldiers sleep at a time. Some were asleep then. 

(4). I asked him how long the scene lasted. He said he did not know, but he thought nearly an hour. He said it was hid by the light of day.
(5). I asked him if he went to the sepulcher after he had come to himself. He said no, because he was afraid; that just as soon as relief came they all went to their quarters.
(6). I asked him if he had been questioned by the priests. He said he had. They wanted him to say it was an earthquake, and that they were asleep, and offered him money to say that the disciples came and stole Jesus; but he saw no disciples; he did not know that the body was gone until he was told.

(7). I asked him what was the private opinion of those priests he had conversed with. He said that some of them thought that Jesus was no man; that he was not a human being; that he was not the son of Mary; that he was not the same that was said to be born of the virgin in Bethlehem; that the same persons had been on the earth before with Abraham and Lot, and at many times and places.

Conclusion: “It seems to me that, if the Jewish theory be true, these conclusions are correct, for they are in accord with this man’s life, as is known and testified by both friends and foes, for the elements were no more in his hands than the clay in the hands of the potter.
He could convert water into wine; he could change death into life, disease into health; he could calm the seas, still the storms, and call up fish with a silver coin in its mouth. Now, I say, if he could do all these things, which he did, and many more, as the Jews all testify, 
And it was doing these things that created this enmity against him – he was not charged with criminal offenses, nor was he charged with violating any law, nor of wronging any individual in person, and all these facts are known to thousands, as well by his foes as by his friends – I am almost ready to say, as did Manlius at the cross, ‘Truly this was the Son of God.’
(Pilate’s Report the Archko Volume p. 143-147

“I am your most obedient servant,

                                          “Pontius Pilate.”

16:1 When Shabbat [Sabbath] was over. Mark means Motza’ei-Shabbat (the “going-out of Sabbath”), that is, Saturday evening, when Shabbat was over (see 1:32 Notes). At Pesach Passover season this would be after 7 PM. In Israel today many stores open on Saturday evening after being closed all day; evidently the same custom prevailed then.
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16:3-4 The two Miryams were stymied as they went to the tomb. They were asking each other, “Who will roll away the stone from the entrance to the tomb for us?” Such stones were too large for them to move. Then they looked up and saw that the stone, even though it was huge, had been rolled back already. 
An atheistic lawyer named Frank Morison investigated Yeshua's Jesus’ resurrection, intending to write a book disproving it. Instead, the evidence convinced him that it had happened. After coming to faith in God and his Messiah he wrote Who Moved The Stone? (London: Faber & Faber, 1958), proving that Yeshua's resurrection actually took place.

16:6 Yeshua from Natzeret Nazareth, Greek Iesoun ton Nazarenon, “Yeshua the Nazarene.” See Mt 2:23 N.

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

Mark 16:1

The Women at the Tomb

Having predicted the *resurrection appearances (14:28), the Gospel of Mark would be complete with or without 16:9-20; Mark does not need to narrate them. Many ancient documents were content simply to predict and foreshadow events certain to come after the *narrative itself had closed (e.g., the Iliad, perhaps the most popular book in Greek antiquity, foreshadows Achilles' death and Troy's fall without narrating them). 
Such suspension was a literary and *rhetorical technique in this period. Some books (e.g., the Jewish historiographic work known as *Pseudo-Philo) and speeches and essays (some of *Plutarch's) also end abruptly. 
Mark may have wished to end just short of the resurrection appearances themselves because his persecuted readers were still sharing in Jesus' cross but needed to be reminded of the foolishness of their present doubts of their ultimate triumph. 

16:1. Bodies were normally anointed with oil (then rinsed with water) before burial, but because Jesus had died on Friday just before the Sabbath began (at sundown, around 6 p.m.), this anointing had been postponed. Men were allowed to dress only men for burial, but women could dress men or women. 
Spices may not have been used for everyone but were often used for the bodies of special persons (e.g., Herod). They reduced the immediate stench of rapid decomposition in the hot Mediterranean days. After one day and two nights, the women could expect that the body would already stink. 
But Jerusalem is over two thousand feet above sea level and is cool enough in April that in a sealed tomb the body would have still been approachable. 

16:2. The time is around 5:30 a.m.; it was customary to arise at dawn. At least some merchants are already selling wares, because the women buy spices (16:1) before coming to the tomb. 

16:3-4. The disk-shaped stone rolled in a groove across the entrance to a tomb, and several strong men would be needed to roll it back. Tombs were normally opened only for the secondary burial of bones a year later and for subsequently deceased family members to be buried there. 

16:5. In Jewish literature, angels are normally garbed in white. These women need not have automatically assumed that this figure is an angel; the priests in the temple and some others also wore white. 
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16:6-8. Throughout Mark, people spread news that they were supposed to keep quiet; here, when commanded finally to spread the word, people keep quiet. If the original Gospel of Mark ends here, as is likely, it ends as suddenly as it began, and its final note is one of irony. Many other ancient works (including many treatises and dramas) also had sudden endings. 

(From IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament by Craig S. Keener Copyright © 1993 by Craig S. Keener. Published by Inter Varsity Press. All rights reserved.)

Mark 16:1-18

The Servant's Resurrection (Mark 16:1-18) 

Jesus Christ was "delivered for our offenses, and was raised again for our justification" (Rom. 4:25). A dead Saviour cannot save anybody. The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is as much a part of the Gospel message as His sacrificial death on the cross (1 Cor. 15:1-8).
In fact, in the Book of Acts, the church gave witness primarily to the Resurrection (Acts 1:22; 4:2, 33). The Resurrection proves that Jesus Christ is what He claimed to be, the very Son of God (Rom. 1:4). He had told His disciples that He would be raised from the dead, 
But they had not grasped the meaning of this truth (Mk 9:9-10, 31; 10:34). Even the women who came early to the tomb did not expect to see Him alive. In fact, they had purchased spices to complete the anointing that Joseph and Nicodemus had so hastily begun. 

When you combine the accounts in, the Gospels, you arrive at the following probable order of Resurrection appearances on that first day of the week:

(1) To Mary Magdalene (Jn 20:11-18 and Mk 16:9-11), 
(2) To the other women (Mt 28:9-10), 
(3) To Peter (Lk 24:34 and 1 Cor. 15:5), 
(4) To the two men going to Emmaus (Mk 16:12 and Lk 24:13-32), and 
(5) To ten of the disciples in the Upper Room (Mk 16:14 and Jn 20:19
It was still dark when Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Salome, and Joanna (Lk 24:10) started out for the tomb (Jn 20:1); and they arrived at early dawn (Lk 24:1). Their first surprise was finding the stone already rolled away from the door (Mt 28:2-4) so that they were able to enter into the tomb. 
The second surprise was meeting two angels in the tomb (Lk 24:4; Mark focused on only one angel); and the third surprise was hearing the message they delivered. No wonder the women were amazed! The message was that Jesus was not there: 
He had risen from the dead, and He was going before them into Galilee where He would meet them. The women were the first messengers of the glorious Resurrection message! Note that there was a special word of encouragement for Peter Mk 16:7), and keep in mind that Mark wrote his Gospel with Peter's assistance.

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

Mark 16:1-2

(16:1, 2) When the Sabbath was over, that is, after sunset, on the day, which followed the crucifixion, the women purchased the aromatics for the anointing of the body of our Lord. They probably knew of the embalming of the body by Joseph and Nicodemus. But they desired to make an external application of fragrant oils. 
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16:1-2
This may have been suggested by the memory of the anointing at Bethany. Our Lord's body was buried late on Friday afternoon. The women rested on the Sabbath, which began at sunset that evening. They purchased the anointing oil after sunset that closed the Sabbath (Saturday). 
Very early in the morning of our Sunday, perhaps while it was still dark, they left Bethany, which is about two miles from Jerusalem, and arrived at the tomb just after sunrise. The words "at the rising of the sun" are literally, "the sun having risen." [The action of the aorist participle precedes that of the leading verb]. The sun arose before they reached the tomb.

Mark 16:3-4

(16:3, 4) They said among themselves. [The verb is imperfect]. "They kept on saying among themselves." It was the chief topic of conversation. They had no anticipation of a resurrection. The word "roll" used by the women is slightly different from the one used by Mark in describing that event the former word means "to roll away." The idea is one of separation. 
They spoke of the stone being rolled clear of the door, so as to leave the doorway entirely open. The latter word refers to the act of rolling back the stone so as to leave the opening free of access. Swete remarks that this is "evidence of Mark's care for accuracy of detail."

When they looked. The verb is anablepœ "to look up." They had approached the tomb with downcast eyes and bowed heads. The words, "for it (the stone) was very great," either explain their being able to see that the stone had been moved, or what it was that arrested their attention. The word "from" (v. 3) is ek "out of," not apo
 "From the edge of," and indicates that the stone was set into the entrance, not merely placed up to its edge.

Mark 16:5

(16:5) Both Swete and Robertson comment on the diversity of testimony among the evangelists as to the facts recorded in this verse. The former says: 
"The very diversity of the accounts strengthens the probability that the story rests upon the basis of truth; the impressions of the witnesses differed, but they agree upon the main facts." 
Robertson says that these variations strengthen the evidence for the fact of the resurrection. The word "garment" is stole. Trench (Synonyms of the New Testament) tells us that a stole was a long stately robe, reaching to the feet, or train like, sweeping the ground. The word was used of any garment of special solemnity, richness, or beauty. 
Expositors remarks: 
"No such robe worn by young men on earth." The implication is that the individual described was not a human being, but an angel. The word "affrighted" is Ekthambeœ. Vincent says: 
"Revised, better, amazed. It was wonder rather than fright." [The prefixed preposition is perfective in use, intensifying the already existing idea in the verb]. They were completely amazed.
Mark 16:6-8

(16:6-8) Mark's account here is so graphic, that it needs neither Comment nor explanation. It is a thrill to read in the original text. (Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, Copyright 1940-55 by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Copyrights © renewed 1968-73 by Jeannette I. Wuest. All rights reserved.)
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16:6-8
‘But he said to them, do not be afraid. You seek Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified; he has risen; he is not here; behold the place where he was laid. 7 But go away and tell his disciples, and Peter, that he will be before you in Galilee; there you will see him, just as he has told you. 8 And when they heard it, they fled and went out of the tomb, for they were seized with amazement and trembling; and they said nothing to any man, for they were frightened.’ Mark 16:6-8 Peshitta Syriac Text A.D. 100 spoken by Jesus and His disciples.

16:1 when the Sabbath was past: i.e. the weekly Sabbath. This was three nights and three days from the preparation day, when He was buried:
1.“The First Day of the Feast” – “The High Day” (Hebrew Yom tov) – The 15th Day of Nisan. (Our Wednesday at sunset to Thursday at sunset) THE FIRST NIGHT and THE FIRST DAY IN THE TOMB.

2. “The Second Day of the Feast – The 16th Day of Nisan. (Our Thursday at sunset to our Friday at sunset) THE SECOND NIGHT and SECOND DAY IN THE TOMB.
3. “The Third Day of the Feast – “The (Weekly) Sabbath” – The 17th Day of Nisan. (Our Friday at sunset to our Saturday at sunset) THE THIRD NIGHT and THIRD DAY IN THE TOMB.

4. “The First Day of the Week” – The 18th Day of Nisan (Our Saturday at sunset: “the third day” of Matthew 16:21, &c. not the third day of the Feast).
The Companion Bible

Conclusion: It follows, therefore, that the Lord was crucified on our Wednesday; and was buried on the day before sunset; and remained “three days and three nights” in the tomb, as foretold by Him in Matthew 12:40; rising from the dead on “the third day.” “The first day Sunday of the week.” The fixed days and dates, at either end, hold the whole period as in a vice, and place the whole subject on a sure foundation.  Paul the Learner

At the moment when Jesus died nothing could have seemed more abjectly weak, more pitifully hopeless, more absolutely doomed to scorn, and extinction, and despair, than the Church. which He had founded. It numbered but a handful of weak followers, of which the boldest had denied his Lord with blasphemy, and the most devoted had forsaken Him and fled. 
They were poor, they were ignorant, and they were hopeless. They could not claim a single synagogue or even a single sword. If they spoke their own language, it would betray them by its mongrel dialect [their speech]; if they even spoke the current Greek language, it was despised as a miserable thing. 
So feeble were they and insignificant, that it would have looked like foolish partiality to prophesy for them the limited existence of a Galilaean sect. How was it that these dull and ignorant men, conquered kings and their armies, and overcame the world?
What was it that thus caused strength to be made perfect out of abject weakness? There is one and one only possible answer – the resurrection from the dead. All this vast revolution was due to the power of Jesus resurrection. 
“If we measure what seemed to be the hopeless ignominy of the catastrophe by, which His work was ended, and the Divine prerogatives which are claimed for Him, not in spite of, but in consequence of that suffering and shame, we shall feel the utter hopelessness of reconciling the fact, and that triumphant deduction from it, without some intervening fact as certain as Christ’s passion, and glorious enough to transfigure its sorrow.’ Westcott, Gospel of the Resurrection, page 111
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He adds: 
“If Christ did not rise, we have not only to explain how the belief in his resurrection came to be received without any previous hopes, which could lead to its reception, but also how it came to be received with that intensity of personal conviction, which could invest the life and person of Jesus with attributes never before assigned to any one, and that by Jews who had been reared in the strictest monotheism [one God].’ P. 112

Westcott, Gospel of the Resurrection.

HISTORICAL OUTLOOK CONTINUED
The sun was now on the edge of the horizon, and the Sabbath day was near. And “that Sabbath day was a high day,” a Sabbath of peculiar splendor and solemnity, because it was at once a Sabbath and a Passover. (John 19:31; Deuteronomy 21:22, 23; Leviticus 23:7). 
The dead body of Jesus was left hanging till the last, because a person who could not easily be slighted had gone to obtain leave from Pilate to dispose of it as he wished. This was Joseph of Arimathaea (or Rama, is a place of uncertain site; it may be Rama in Benjamin (Matthew 2:18), or Ramathaim in Ephraim (1 Samuel 1:1), but certainly is not Ramleh in Dan.), 
A rich man, of high character and blameless life, and a distinguished member of the Sanhedrin. Although timidity of disposition, or weakness of faith, had hitherto prevented him from openly declaring his belief in Jesus, yet he had abstained from sharing in the vote of the Sanhedrin, or countenancing their crime.

Although the Romans left their crucified slaves to be devoured by dogs and ravens, Pilat had no difficulty in sanctioning the more humane and reverent custom of the Jews, which required even in extreme cases, the burial of the dead. 
Close by the place of crucifixion – if not an actual part of it (John 19:41) – was a garden belonging to Joseph of Arimathaea, and in its enclosure had had caused a new tomb to be hewn for himself out of the solid rock, that he might be buried in the near precincts of the holy City. 
The tomb had never been used, but, in spite of the awful sacredness, which the Jews attached to their rock-hewn sepulchers, and the sensitive scrupulosity, which they shrank from all contact with a corpse, Joseph never hesitated to give up for the body of Jesus the last home which he had designed for his own use.

But the preparations had to be hurried, because when the sun had set the Sabbath would have begun. All they could do, therefore, was to wash the corpse, to lay it amid the spices, to wrap the head in a whit napkin, to roll the fine linen round and round the wounded limbs, and to lay the body reverently in the rocky niche. 
[In 1972 I was there and saw the rocky niche of the empty tomb Paul the Learner]. Then, with the united toil of several men, they rolled a golal, or great stone, to the horizontal aperture; and scarcely had they accomplished this when, as the sun sank behind the hills of Jerusalem, the new Sabbath dawned. (Luke 23:54)
Now on the early morning of Sunday, we find Mary of Magdala and Mary the mother of James and Joses coming to the tomb to finish the embalming which Joseph and Nicodemus had only hastily begun. Carrying with them their precious spices, they said, “Who should roll away for them the great stone which closed the sepulcher? They found their difficulty solved for them. 
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HISTORICAL OUTLOOK CONTINUED
It became known then, or afterwards, that some dazzling angelic vision in white robes had terrified the keepers of the tomb, and had rolled the stone from the tomb amid the shocks of the earthquake. And as they came to the tomb, there they too saw angels in white apparel, who bade them, hasten back to the Apostles, and tell them- and especially Peter – that Jesus, according to His own word, had risen from the dead, and would go before them, like a shepherd, into their own beloved Galilee.    Farrar’s Life of Christ – Paul the Learner
Mk 16:9-14

16:9 Now when Jesus was raised early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils. 10 And she went and told them that had been with him, as they mourned and wept. 11 And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and had been seen of her, believed not. 12 After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the country. 13 And they went and told it unto the residue: neither believed them.

16:14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. KJV


Mark 16:9-20

16:9-20 These verses do not appear in the two oldest Greek manuscripts, their style differs from the rest of Mark, and the transition from v. 8 is awkward. Therefore some scholars believe them to be scribal additions. Others consider them apostolic in origin and inspired by God, 
But not written by Mark, having been added by an editor to bring closure to the otherwise abrupt ends. And others believe Mark wrote them. They are included in the JNT text, but with a footnote pointing out their problematical character.    Jewish New Testament Commentary
‘He-appeared before-most [and spaces out the text of the last few pages, which were re-written in a different hand.] to-Mary the Magdalene from whom He-had-out-cast seven demons 10 that-one being-gone from-messages to-the-ones with Him becoming mourning and lamenting 11 And-those hearing that He-is-living and was gazed by her un-believe 12 after yet these to-two out of-them about-treading He-was-made-appear in different form to-ones-going into field 13 And-those from-coming from-message to-the rest not-yet to-those they-believe 14 subsequently yet to-up-lying them to-the one-ten He-was-made-appear and He-reproaches the un-belief of-them and hard-heart that to-the ones-gazing Him having-been-housed our of-dead-ones not  they-believe….’   I will stop here at the 14th verse from the Greek Text 300-400 A.D.  Concordant Greek text
‘Now he rose early on the first day of the week, and appeared first to Mary of Magdala, from whom he had cast seven demons. 10 And she went and brought glad tidings to those who were with him, who now were mourning and weeping. 11 And when they heard them saying that he was alive, and had appeared to them, they did not believe them. 12 After these things he appeared to two of them in another manner, as they were walking and going to a village. 13 And they went and told the rest; but they did not believe them also. 14 At last he appeared to the eleven while they were reclining, and he upbraided them for their little faith and the dullness of their hearts, because they had not believed those who saw him risen.’ Mark 16:9-14 Peshitta Syriac text 100 A.D.










Paul the Learner

16:9-11. The witness of a woman was considered unreliable, as both *Josephus and the *rabbis attest. Given this view and the fact that Judaism was not expecting an individual *resurrection of the *Messiah, it is not surprising that the *disciples do not believe Mary Magdalene. 
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16:12-14. According to Jewish tradition, supernatural beings like angels and Elijah were capable of disguising themselves in different forms. The resurrected Jesus apparently shares this trait, which helps convince some male disciples.                      (IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament by Craig S. Keener)

Mark 16:1-18

Mary Magdalene ran to tell Peter and John what she had discovered (Jn 20:2-10), and then she lingered at the tomb after they left. It was then that Jesus appeared to her (Jn 20:11-18). From her conversation with Jesus, it seems that Mary did not fully grasp what the angels had said, but she was the first believer to see the risen Christ. 
Mark 16:8 may give the idea that all the women fled, but Mk 16:9 states that Mary met Jesus personally. After He appeared to Mary, Jesus met the other women as they were on their way to report their conversation with Jesus to the disciples (Mt 28:9-10). 
Initially, the women were both joyful and afraid, but after they met the risen Christ, they found the disciples and shared the good news (Mt 28:8). It is one thing to hear the message and quite something else to meet the risen Lord personally. When you meet Him, you have something to share with others. 
The emphasis in Mk 16:9-14 is on the unbelief of the disciples who were mourning and weeping instead of rejoicing at the good news. Was it because they were prejudiced against the witness of the women? Perhaps, for the testimony of a woman was not accepted in a Jewish court. 
But even when the two Emmaus disciples gave their witness, not everybody believed. Compare Mk 16:13 with Lk 24:33-35. Apparently there was division in the Upper Room until Jesus Himself appeared. But when He did appear, He reproached them for their unbelief, which was caused by their hardness of heart (see Mk 6:52; 8:17). 
He was making it clear that the witnesses of His resurrection could and should be trusted. The phrase "the Eleven" in Mk 16:14 simply means "the Apostles," because there were only ten of them together at that time, since Thomas was absent (Jn 20:19-25).       The Bible Exposition Commentary
Mark 16:9-11

(16:9-11) The writer has decided not to touch the question of the Marcan authorship of verses 9-20, but to merely follow along the line of exegetical work he has pursued throughout the book. These verses appear in our standard translations, and the student will expect the exegesis of the same. "Jesus" does not appear in the Greek text of verse nine, but the reference is clearly to Him.

Mark 16:12-13

(16:12, 13) The words "in another form" are literally, "in a different outward expression or appearance." 
Swete says: 
"The words must be explained as contrasting the Magdalene's impression (v. 9) with that received by the two: 
To her He had seemed to be a gardener (Jn 20:15), to them He appeared in the light of a fellow-traveler." The Greek word "form" is the same as that used in the account of the Transfiguration, but Swete says that there was dearly nothing in the Lord's appearance to distinguish Him from any other wayfaring man.

        Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament
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THE LAST TWELVE VERSES OF MARK’S GOSPEL
Most modern critics are agreed that the last twelve verses of Mark 16 are not an integral part of his Gospel. They are omitted by T [A], not by the Syriac. So the question is entirely one of evidence. This evidence comes from three sources:
1. Manuscripts,

2. Versions,

3. The early Christian writers, known as “the Fathers.”

The late Dean Burgon, whose work is epitomized in the notes below, has exhaustively analyzed this evidence:
1. As to Manuscripts, there are none older than the fourth century [Greek], and the oldest two uncial MSS are without those twelve verses. Of all the others (consisting of some eighteen uncials and some six hundred cursive MSS, which contain the Gospel of Mark) there is not one, which leaves out these twelve verses.

2. As to the Versions:
(a) The Syriac. The oldest is the Syriac in its various forms: the “Peshitto” (2nd century), and the “Curetonian Syriac”(3rd century). Both of these are older than any Greek Manuscript in existence [Codex Vaticanus, Codex Alexandrinus and Codex Sinaiticus], and both contain these twelve verses. So with the “Philoxenian” (5th century) and the “Jerusalem” (5th century).
(b) The Latin Versions. Jerome (A.D. 382), who had access to the three Greek manuscripts above that were older than any now extant, includes these twelve verses; but this Version (known as the Vulgate) was only a revision of the Vetus Itala, which is believed to belong to (2nd century) and it contains these verses.
(c) The Gothic Version (A.D. 350) contains them.

(d) The Egyptian Versions: 
The Memphitic (or Lower Egyptian, less properly called “Coptic”), belonging to (4th or 5th century), contains them, as does the “Thebaic” (or Upper Egyptian, less properly called the “Sahidic”), which belonged to the (3rd century).

(e) The Armenian (5th century), the Ethiopic (4th to 7th century) and the Georgian (6th century) also bear witness to the genuineness of these verses.

3. The Fathers. Whatever may be their value (or otherwise) as to doctrine and interpretation yet, in determining actual words, or their form, or sequence, there evidence, even by an allusion, as to whether a verse or verses existed or not in their day, is more valuable than even manuscripts or Versions. 
There are nearly a hundred ecclesiastical writers older than the oldest of our Greek codices; while between A.D. 300 and A.D. 600 there is about two hundred more, and they all refer to these twelve verses:
1. Papias (about A.D. 100) refers to Mark 16:8 (as stated by Eusebius, Hist. Ecc. 3. Page 39).

2. Justin Martyr (A.D. 151) quotes Mark 16:20 (Apol. I. c. Page 45).
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3. Irenaeus (A.D. 180) quotes and remarks on Mark 16:19 (Adv. Haer. Lib. 3. c. x.).

4. Hippolytus (A.D. 190-227) quotes Mark 16:17-19 (Lagarde’s edition 1858, Page 74).

5. Vincentius (A.D. 256) quoted two verses at the seventh Council of Carthage, held under Cyprian.

6. The Acta Pilati (2nd century) quotes Mark 16:15, 16, 17, 18 (Tisehendorf’s edition, 1853 pp. 243, 351).
7. The Apostolical Constitutions (3rd or 4th century) quotes Mark 16:16, 17, and 18.
8. Eusebius (A.D. 325) discusses these verses, as quoted by Marinus from a lost part of his History. 
9. Aphraartes (A.D. 337), a Syrian bishop, quoted Mark 16:16-18 in his first Homily (Dr. Wrights edition, 1869, I. Page 21).
10. Ambrose (A.D. 374-397) Archbishop of Milan, freely quotes Mark 16:15 (four times), 16, 17, 18 (three times), and verse 20 (once).
11. Chrysostom (A.D. 400) refers to Mark 16:9; and states that Mark 16:19, 20 are “the end of the Gospel.”

12. Jerome (born 331 A.D. and died 420 A.D.) includes these twelve verses in his Latin translation, besides quoting Mark 16:9 and 14 in his other writings.
13. Augustine (A.D. 395-430) more than quotes them. He discusses them as being the work of the Evangelist Mark, and says that they were publicly read in the churches.
14. Nestorius (5th century) quotes Mark 16:20, and
15. Cyril of Alexandria (A.D. 430) accepts Nestorius quotation as scripture.
16. Victor of Antioch (A.D. 425) confutes the opinion of Eusebius, by referring to very many Manuscripts, which he had seen, and so had satisfied himself that the last twelve verses were recorded in them.
5. We should like to add our own judgment as to the root cause of the doubts, which have gathered round these verses. They contain the promise of the Lord, of which we read the fulfillment in Hebrews 2:4. The testimony of “them that heard Him” was to be the confirmation of His own teaching when on earth: 
“God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and diver’s miracles, and gifts of pneuma hagion (i.e. spiritual gifts), according to His own will.” The Acts of the Apostles records the fulfillment of the Lord’s promise found in Mark 16:17, 18; 
And in the last chapter we find a culminating exhibition of “the Lord’s was working with them” (verses 3, 5, 8, 9). But already, in 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 it was revealed that a time was then approaching when all these spiritual gifts should be “done away.”
That time coincided with the close of that dispensation, by the destruction of Jerusalem; when they that heard the Lord could no longer add their confirmation to the Lord’s teaching, and there was nothing for God to bear witness to. 
For nearly a hundred years after the destruction of Jerusalem there is a complete blank in ecclesiastical history, and a complete silence of Christian speakers and writers [except the Didache, or Teaching of the Twelve, which is supposed to be about the middle of the second century, but which shows how soon the corruption of New Testament “Christianity” had set in.].
So far from the Churches of the present day being the continuation of apostolic times, “organized religion,” as we see it to day, was the work of a subsequent and quite an independent generation. When later transcribers of the Greek manuscripts came to the last twelve verses of Mark, 
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And saw no trace of such spiritual gifts in existence [no moving of the Holy Spirit with the speaking in tongues, and manifesting the spiritual gifts of 1 Corinthians 12-14] they concluded that there must be something doubtful about the genuineness of these verses. 
Hence, some may have marked them as doubtful, some as only spurious, while others omitted them altogether. In our present day a phenomenon of quit an opposite kind is witnessed. Some (believers in these twelve verses), earnest in their desire to serve the Lord, but not “rightly dividing the Word of truth”   Companion Bible
As to the dispensations, look around, and, not seeing these spiritual gifts in operation in the general churches, determine to have them [seeking the apostolic outpouring that has taken place from 1900 until now in the Apostolic churches of our day]. 
The Holy Spirit with the initial evidence of speaking in other tongues, I received some 50 years ago and I have seen the gifts of the spirit in full operation and even today, I have seen them being used in congregations of those who are hungry for an apostolic experience and not just a form of religion.
Paul the Learner
But as yet no eye had seen Jesus; and to Mary of Magdala – to her who loved most because she had been forgiven most, and out of whose soul, now ardent as flame and clear as crystal, He had cast seven devils – was this glorious honor first given (John 20:11-18; Mark 16:9-20). 
Even the vision of angels had not soothed the passion of agitation and alarm which she experienced when, returning once more to the tomb, she found that it was no longer possible for her to pay the last offices of devotion and tenderness to the crucified body of her Lord. 
From her impassioned soul not even the white-robed visions and angels voices could expel the anguish, which she experienced in the one haunting thought, “They have taken away my Lord out of the sepulcher, and I know not where they have laid Him.”
With her whole heart absorbed in this thought she turned away – and lo! Jesus Himself standing before her. It was Jesus, but not as she had known Him. There was something spiritual, something not of the earth, in that risen and glorified body. 
Some accident of dress, or appearances, made her fancy that it was the keeper of the garden, and in the eager hope that he can explain to her the secret of that empty and angel-haunted grave, she exclaims to Him in an agony of appeal – turning her head aside as she addressed Him, perhaps that she might hide her streaming tears – ‘Oh, sir, if you took Him away, tell me where you put Him, and I will take Him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 
That one word, in those awful yet tender tones of voice, at once penetrated to her heart. Turning towards Him, trying apparently to clasp His feet or the hem of His garment, she cried to Him in her native Aramaic, “Rabboni!” “Oh, my Master!” And then remained speechless with her transport. Jesus Himself gently checked the passion of her enthusiasm. “Cling not to Me.”
(John 20:17 “Touch me not,” conveys quite a false impression. It meant that the day for personal, physical presence, for merely human affection, for the grasp of human tenderness, was over now. Henceforth He was to be with His people more nearly, more intimately, because in spirit.). 
Jesus exclaimed, “For not yet have I ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren, and say to them, I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.” Awe struck, she hastened to obey. She repeated to them that solemn message – “I have seen the Lord!”    Life of Christ by Farrar 
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Mk 16:15-20

16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

16:17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18.They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

16:19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them; he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 20 And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen. KJV
Mark 16:16

16:16 logically there are four possibilities:

(1) Whoever trusts in God, in his Messiah Yeshua, in the Good News, in God's Word, and is immersed will be saved.

(2-3) Who ever does not trust, whether (2) immersed or (3) not, will be condemned because he refuses to come to God in God's way, that is, by faith. Case (2) shows that baptism in and of itself has no saving value.

(4) The case of someone who trusts but is not immersed is not mentioned. However, immersion following faith is the norm (Acts 8:36); and refusal to be immersed is disobedience to God's command (Acts 2:38)—it demonstrates de facto lack of trust, since trust is supposed to lead to obedience (Rom. 1:5). 
Luke 23:43, telling of the repentant thief executed along with Yeshua, is sometimes cited to show that immersion is not required for salvation. Since in his circumstances the thief could not possibly have undergone immersion, what the incident shows is that the un-immersed believer is a possible case but definitely the exception to the rule.

16:17-18 Those who trust in the Good News can expect God's power to work through them. Verse 20 says that this promise was fulfilled anciently, and numerous modern instances may be found as well, even though centuries of anti-supernaturalism predispose Westerners not to believe it. 
On the other hand, there are extreme sects (e.g., the “snake-handlers”) who take these verses out of context and make of them a foolish standard for measuring their own and others' faith, thereby tempting God (against Mt 7:1-5, John 1:13).

16:19 Sat at the right hand of God. This fulfills Psalm 110:1 and Yeshua's own prediction about himself at 14:62.

(From Jewish New Testament Commentary Copyright © 1992 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)

16:15-18. Among the signs of the *messianic era, Isaiah predicted that the sick would be healed and that mute tongues would speak (Isa 35:5-6), and that God's people would be witnesses for him (Isa 43:10). The powers here attributed to believers are the sort that characterize many of the *Old Testament prophets (cf. this theme in Acts). 
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16:19-20. Both Jewish and Greek readers could relate to the idea of an ascension of a great hero to heaven (like Heracles or, in post-biblical Jewish tradition, Moses), but for Jesus to sit at God's right hand goes beyond this idea — it means that Jesus reigns as God's agent (Ps 110:1).  (IVP Bible Background Commentary)

Mark 16:1-18

Before His ascension forty days later, the Lord gave several commissions to His followers (Mt 28:18-20; Lk 24:47-49; Jn 20:21; 21:15-17; Acts 1:4-8). The one Mark gives probably is a part of the Great Commission that Jesus gave on a mountain in Galilee (Mt 28:16-20). 
In this commission, Jesus pointed out our message and our ministry, and then backed it up with the miraculous credentials that only He could give. The message is the Gospel, the Good News of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. The ministry is to share this message with the whole world. 
A superficial reading of Mk 16:15-16 would suggest that sinners must be baptized to be saved, but this misinterpretation disappears when you note that the emphasis is on believing If a person does not believe, he is condemned, even if he has been baptized (see Jn 3:16-18,36). It was expected in the early church that believers would be baptized (Acts 2:41; 10:44-48).
When God sent Moses to challenge Pharaoh in Egypt, He gave him special miracles to perform as his divine credentials, proving that he was sent from God (Ex 4:1-9). This was also true of some of the prophets (1 Kings 18; 2 Kings 2:14-25). The Apostles were also given special "signs" that enforced their message (Acts 19:11-12; 2 Cor. 12:12; Heb 2:3-4). 
Of them, miracles do not prove that God has sent a person, for the message must also be true to God's Word (see 2 Thessalonians 2; Revelation 13:1). Most of the signs listed here did take place in the days of the Apostles and are recorded in the Book of Acts. The closest thing we have to taking up serpents is Paul's experience on Malta (Acts 28:3-6), but we have no biblical record of anyone drinking poison and surviving. 
No doubt God has performed many wonders for His own that we know nothing about, but we shall learn about them in heaven. It is tragic when well meaning but untaught people claim these signs for themselves and then die because of snakebites or poison. Of course, the excuse is given that they did not have enough faith! 
But whatever is not of faith is sin (Rom. 14:23); therefore, they should not have done it in the first place. The person who takes up serpents just to prove his or her faith is yielding to the very temptation Satan presented to Jesus on the pinnacle of the temple (Mt 4:5-7): "Cast Yourself down and see if God will take care of You," 
Satan said in effect. He wants us to "show off" our faith and force God to perform unnecessary miracles. Jesus refused to tempt God, and we should follow His example. Yes, God cares for His children when, in His will, they are in dangerous places; but He is not obligated to care for us when we foolishly get out of His will. We are called to live by faith, not by chance, and to trust God, not tempt Him. 

Mark 16:19-20

The Servant's Ascension (Mark 16:19-20) 

In a remarkable way, the Gospel of Mark parallels the great "Servant passage" in Philippians 2:
He came as a Servant (Philippians 2:1-7) - Mk 1-13

He died on a cross (Philippians 2:8) - Mk 14-15
He was exalted to glory (Philippians 2:9) - Mk 16
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Mark 16:19-20

Both Paul and Mark emphasize the need for God's people to get the message out to all nations (Mk 16:15-16; Philippians 2:10-11), and there is the added assurance that God is at work in and through them (Mk 16:19-20; Philippians 2:12-13). 
Our Lord's ascension marked the completion of His earthly ministry and the beginning of His new ministry in heaven as High Priest and Advocate for His people (Heb 7-10; 1 Jn 2:1-3). The "right hand of God" is the place of honor and authority (Ps 110:1; 1 Pet. 3:22). 
Our Lord is like Melchizedek, King of Righteousness and King of Peace (Gen. 14:17-19; Heb 7:2). One of His heavenly ministries is that of enabling His people to do His will (Heb 13:20-21). It is fitting that the Gospel of the Servant should end with this reference to work just as it is fitting for Matthew, the Gospel of the King, to end with a reference to His great authority. 
By His Holy Spirit the Lord wants to work in us (Philippians 2:12-13), with us (Mk 16:20), and for us (Romans 8:28). The Apostles and Prophets laid the foundation for the church (Eph 2:20), so their work is finished and the apostolic signs have CONTINUED. 
But the Lord's working has not ceased, and He is still working in and through His people to save a lost world. His Servant-Son Jesus returned to heaven, but He still has His people on earth who can be His servants, if they want to. What a privilege to have the Lord working with us! 
What an opportunity and obligation we have to carry the Gospel to the whole world! "For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many" (Mk 10:45). Are you serving - or are you expecting others to serve you?   The Bible Exposition Commentary
Mark 16:16

(16:16). As to the words "shall be damned," Vincent says: 
"A most unfortunate rendering. The word is a judicial term, and as Dr. Morison truthfully says, 'determines, by itself, nothing at all concerning the nature, degree, or extent of the penalty to be endured.’ Rev. rightly, 'condemned'."

Mark 16:17-18

(16:17, 18) Expositor says: "Here also we find a great lapse from the high level of Matthew's version of the farewell words of Jesus: 
Signs, physical charisms, and thaumaturgic powers, taking the place of the spiritual presence of the exalted Lord. Casting out devils represents the evangelic miracles; speaking with tongues those of the apostolic age until He comes: 
Taking up venomous serpents and drinking poison, seem to introduce us into the twilight of apocryphal story. Healing of the sick by laying on of hands brings us back to apostolic times, which extends till He comes.
(From Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament, Copyright 1940-55 by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Copyrights © renewed 1968-73 by Jeannette I. Wuest. All rights reserved.)
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Now that I have completed a detailed study of all of the four gospels, I want to finish this with a very important message that Jesus brought out, and that is ‘the New Birth’ and what it is, and how it works, and the divine purpose in having it. Since I have now proved that God ordains the last scriptures of Mark.

‘But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; after those days, said the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.’  Jeremiah 31:33
1. What is the New Birth?
‘There was at that place a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews; 3 Jesus answered, saying to him, Truly, truly, I say to you, If a man is not [genneethee N.T. 1080 be born –to regenerate] born [anothen N.T. 509 again –from above by implication anew] again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’ John 3:1, 3 Peshitta Syriac texts. 
Since Jesus as the Word of God, created all things including mankind, He is speaking about a new creation of God, when God recreates a man from the inside, and I am not talking about changing your physical nature, but changing your spiritual nature. Jesus spoke to the woman at the well, and told her of the ‘living water’ which she thought was the physical water, but Jesus was speaking about being filled with the Holy Spirit of God so that it flows out to the world.

2. How does the New Birth work?

The number three stands for completion, [heaven, earth, hell, Father, Son, Holy Spirit, body, soul, spirit etc]. We find that in Mark 16:16, ‘He who believes and is baptized shall be saved; and he who does not believe shall be condemned.’ Peshitta. 
You will find in all of the commentaries concerning this passage in Mark that they identify it only with water baptism and this was not the complete meaning. That when Jesus spoke about baptized that He was speaking about be baptized in the name of the Lord [Father] son [Jesus] Christ [anointing or Holy Spirit] which shows that Matthew 28:19 and Acts 2:38 are the same, and that the apostles realizing the connection followed Jesus words perfectly, see Acts 2:38, 8:16 and 19:5. 

What did Jesus say about those who were believers and had been baptized? ‘And wonders will follow those who believe these things. In my name they will cast out demons; and they will speak with new tongues. 18 And they will handle snakes (Aramaic idiom for enemies) and if they should drink any poison of death, it will not harm them; and they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will be healed.’ Mark 16:17, 18 Peshitta texts. 
We find in Acts 2:4 ‘And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they began to speak in various languages, according to whatever the Spirit gave them to speak.’ Peshitta So we find these disciples of Jesus following His orders to wait in Jerusalem for the power of God to fall on them, and it happened. Isaiah 28:11 ‘For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.’ KJV 

3. The divine purpose in having this experience of the Holy Spirit.
People have only though of water baptism but Jesus was speaking about three things:
1. Revelation = no one comes to God unless the Holy Spirit draws Him. The sinner is dead as far as receiving any thing from God, and you could go to a mortuary and preach your heart out, and not have any more response from those dead people than from the sinner in your congregation. 
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It takes the prevenient grace [the initial contact of God] for the Holy Spirit to cause the dead to come alive and see that God has provided a sacrifice for there sins, His name is Jesus the lamb of God. Now at this point the person can accept this and repent of there sins, or reject this and become dead again. But remember God said, ‘My Spirit will not always strive with man.’

2. Dedication = because you have accepted Jesus Christ and repented of your sins, you now can be baptized in the wonderful name of the Lord Jesus Christ and become identified with His burial and resurrection.
3. Consecration = now we see why Jesus did not choose rebaptism for those disciples that John the Baptist had baptized. Baptism in water is important to the believer, but Jesus was talking about being baptized by the Holy Spirit with the initial evidence of speaking in other tongues. 
This experience did not stop on the day of Pentecost, Paul the apostle says, ‘I speak in tongues more than you all.’ You see God is building a new temple, not one like Moses did [the Tabernacle] or Solomon did [the Temple] 
Or even the second temple, but one as the writer says, ‘Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.’ 1 Peter 2:5 KJV.     Paul the Learner 
DON’T STOP AT REPENTANCE, DON’T STOP AT WATER BAPTISM, GO ALL THE WAY AND BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.

‘He said unto them, have you received the Holy Ghost since you believed? And they said unto him, we have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 3 And he said unto them, unto what then were you baptized? And they said, Unto John’s baptism. 4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. 7 And all the men were about twelve.’ The Acts 19:2-7 KJV
Note Many years ago in a church service in Grass Valley California, I was preaching and I asked for two other ministers to join me and we prayed for a person who needed the Holy Ghost baptism, and as our hands came down we all begin to speak in tongues and when our hands touched his head, he also began to speak in tongues and I tell you this because the experience has not stopped and still continues.     Paul the Learner
The Gospel of Mark revised and completed.  1/3/12
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