MATTHEW
INTRODUCTION
The Gospel according to Matthew.  The Structure of the Book as a whole.
“BEHOLD THY KING”   (Zechariah 9:9)

A  1:1-2:23


Pre-ministerial.
  B  3:1-4             

   The forerunner.

    C  3:5-17             

      The Baptism: with water.

       D  4:1-11             

         The Temptation: in the wilderness.

          E   F   4:12-7:29    

The kingdom          Proclaimed.

                   G   8:1-16:20.                      The King                                  The fourfold ministry of the Lord.

                   G   16:21-20:34                    The King.            Rejected.

               F  21:1-26:35                       The kingdom.

       D  26:36-46                               The agony: in the Garden.

    C  26:47-28:15                          The Baptism: of suffering (Death, Burial, and Resurrection 20:22).

  B  28:16-18                               The successors.

A  28:19, 20                               Post-ministerial.

The first book of the Bible has the words Bereshith Elohim (Bereshith Elohim = In the beginning God). It tells the story of the:

1. First man being created by God.

2. How our world was created.

3. How God choose the path for man to travel to have fellowship with his creator.

4. How God choose a righteous man called Noah and then Abraham and from him the genealogy of the nation that would bring all mankind to the knowledge of the one true God.

5. You will notice that we know nothing about God as this point our even how he created things, but in the book of Job chapter 38 He does tell us something about how He did it.

Job 38:1-35
38 1 Then Adonai answered Iyov [Job] out of the storm: 

2 “Who is this, darkening my plans with his ignorant words? 3 Stand up like a man, and brace yourself; I will ask questions; and you, give the answers! 4 “Where were you when I founded the earth? Tell me, if you know so much. 5 Do you know who determined its dimensions or who stretched the measuring line across it? 6 On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone, 7 when the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 8 “Who shut up the sea behind closed doors when it gushed forth from the womb, 9 when I made the clouds its blanket and dense fog its swaddling cloth, 10 when I made the breakers its boundary

set its gates and bars, 11 and said, ‘You may come this far, but no farther; here your proud waves must stop’? 

12 “Have you ever in your life called up the dawn and made the morning know its place, 13 so that it could take hold of the edges of the earth and shake the wicked out of it? 14 Then the earth is changed like clay under a seal, until its colors are fixed like those of a garment. 15 But from the wicked the light is withheld, and the arm raised [to strike] is broken. 16 “Have you gone down to the springs of the sea or explored the limits of the deep? 

17 Have the gates of death been revealed to you, the gates of death-like darkness? 18 Have you surveyed the full extent of the earth? Say so, if you know it all! 19 “Which way leads to where light has its home? and darkness, where does it dwell? 20 If you knew, you could take each to its place and set it on its homeward path. 

21 You know, of course, because you were born then; by now you must be very old! 22 “Have you gone into the storehouses for snow or seen the storehouses for hail, 23 which I save for times of trouble, for days of battle and war? 

MATTHEW INTRODUCTION

Job 38:1-35
24 “By what path is light dispersed, or the east wind poured out on the land? 25 Who cut a channel for the downpours, or a way for the lightning and thunder, 26 causing it to rain where no one is, in a desert without anyone there, 27 drenching the waste and desolate [ground], till the tender grass sprouts? 28 Does the rain have a father? Who is the father of dewdrops? 29 From whose womb does ice come? Who gives birth to the frost of heaven, 30 when water becomes as hard as stone, and the surface of the deep freezes solid? 31 “Can you tie up the cords of the Pleiades or loosen the belt of Orion? 32 Can you lead out the constellations of the zodiac in their season or guide the Great Bear and its cubs? 33 Do you know the laws of the sky? Can you determine how they affect the earth? 34 “Can you raise your voice to the clouds and make them cover you with a flood of rain? 

35 Can you send lightning bolts on their way? Will they say to you, ‘Here we are’?  

CJB [Complete Jewish Bible]
THE DIVINE PURPOSE:

The Divine purpose in the Gospel of Matthew is to set forth Jesus as the Messiah [Christ in Greek] the one that all of the Scriptures spoke about from Genesis to Malachi. Hence these events in the Gospel of Matthew singled out and emphasized His claim as the Messiah – sent to fulfill all of the prophecies concerning Him.

GOING BACK TO THE BEGINNING:
When I say to the beginning, I am not talking about Genesis 1:1. I am talking about the very beginning as we can some how comprehend it. I want to talk about the ‘Seven Manifestations of God.’  

1. Before all else.

2. The Creation of all things.

3. The manifestation of the angel of the Lord or Word of God.

4. The Word became flesh.

5. The Word again becomes God.

6. The Word comes for Judgment.

7. The Word after all things has come to pass.

I know I am stretching a point here, but come with me in your mind, back before anything was, except the being we call God. We know certain things concerning God:

1. ‘I am the Lord, and there is none else, there is no God beside me…’ Isaiah 45:5 KJV
2. ‘If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.’ Psalms 139:8

3. ‘But who is able to build him an house, seeing the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain him? Who am I then, that I should build him an house, save only to burn sacrifice before him?’ 2 Chronicles 2:6 KJV

‘What, then, can be the result of our efforts, when we try to obtain a knowledge of a Being that is free from substance, that is most simple, whose existence is absolute, and not due to any cause, to whose perfect essence nothing can be superadded, and whose perfection consists, as we have shown, in the absence of all defects. All we understand is the fact that He exists, that He is a Being to whom none of His creatures is similar, who has nothing in common with them, who does not include plurality, who is never too feeble to produce other beings, and whose relation to the universe is that of a steersman to a boat; and even this is not a real relation, a real simile, but serves only to convey to us the idea that God rules the universe; that is, that He gives it duration, and preserves its necessary arrangement.   
Guide for the Perplexed –Attributes of God Pg. 83 Moses Maimonides Jewish Sage
Note: I have given all of this information, because I want to try in my human limited understanding to try to explain what I think might have happened in our section 1. Before all else.             Paul the Learner
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BEFORE ALL ELSE

It the beginning there was only this being that we call God. Jesus gave us a better name ‘Father’ but for now we will call Him God at this point of history. This being had a need and even though He filled the universe and beyond as we know. 
It is interesting that in the book of Daniel ‘But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.’ Daniel 12:4 KJV 

Who would have believe that man now has a space station in the heavens, and people travel over 25,000 miles an hour to reach it on a regular basis. Man has walked on the moon, and we have seen pictures of Mars and Jupiter and other planets beside.
We have a telescope that can see millions of light years into time past to see stars being formed and planets etc. The scientist tell us that if we could travel as the speed of light [186,000 piles per hour] and could travel for 365 days at that speed we would be traveling what is called [a light year] and that it would take us millions of years to reach another solar system. 
And if we could travel and do this we would then find God there also. We also know that long-term space travel is not good for mankind, and many of the worlds that we would travel to in our solar system are not compatible for man.
2. The Creation of all things.
So this being called God decided to do something, and according to the Scriptures this is how He did it:

(1) The First of God’s creation is The Word according to Revelation 3:14 ‘…the beginning of the creation of God;’

(2) The next thing that happened in recorded in three books, 
(3) ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made.’  John 1:1-3  
(4) ‘In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins; Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him; And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.’ Colossians 1:15-17 
(5) ‘God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;’ Hebrews 1:1, 2
(6) I have to assume because of the above scriptures, that God [there is only one] decided to form a being that had an appearance [was not invisible] and this being was called ‘The Word’ and this being then created everything that we know or do not know of, that would include all of the worlds that we see and do not see in our universe and also our world, and etc.                                       Paul the Learner
3. The manifestation of the angel of the Lord or Word of God.

[1] ‘Let us make man. Mankind is described as in a special sense created by God Himself. The use of the plural, ‘let us make man’ is the Hebrew idiomatic way of expressing deliberation, as in Genesis 11:7; or it is the plural of Majesty, royal commands being conveyed in the first person plural, as in Ezra 4:18.’        Rabbi Hertz
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[2] I like to quote this next verse from the Targum of Onkelos ‘And they heard the voice of the Word of the Lord God walking in the garden in the evening of the day; and Adam and his wife hid themselves from before the Lord God among the trees of the garden.’  Genesis 3:8 The Targums of Onkelos Pg. 40
3. The Manifestation of the angel of the Lord or Word of God continued.

[3] In Genesis chapter 18 we find three men appeared unto Abraham and we know that two of them went down to Sodom to bring destruction, and the third man stayed behind and spoke to Abraham. Abraham addresses Him as the Lord. Now I want to bring in again the Targum of Onkelos on 18:33 ‘And the Glory of the Lord ascended when He had ceased to speak with Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.’  In our King James it says, ‘And the Lord went his way, as soon as he had left communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place.’  Genesis 18:33

[4] ‘Afterwards Moses, Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and the seventy princes of Israel went up, and saw the God of Israel, and under His feet was like the dazzle of sapphire stones, and the splendor of the clear sun; but upon the nobles of the children of Israel He did not extend His hand. They however gazed upon God; and they ate and drink.’ Exodus 24:9-11 Ferrar Fenton Translation. Now another translation, ‘Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy elders of Israel ascended; 10: and they saw the God of Israel: under His feet there was the likeness of pavement of sapphire, like the very sky for purity. 11: Yet He did not raise His hand against the leaders of the Israelites; they beheld God, and they ate and drank.’ Exodus 24:9-11 Tanakh Text
[5] There are many such occurrences through out Scripture of a being appearing to a man, who was called either the ‘Angel of the Lord,’ or ‘The Memra [Logos = the Word of the living God]. We find this word Memra, Memra or Word found in many places in the Targums, when it speaks of God appearing to mankind.

4. The Word became flesh

Now we come to the study of the Gospel of Matthew. God comes to earth in a human body to bring redemption to fallen mankind. You remember the five things I spoke about in Page one of this introduction. Now I want to compare it with the five in Matthew:
1. The Second Adam being created by God.

2. The creator does what only the original creator could do, in the miracles of Jesus the Christ.

3. The plan for a new path to obtain true fellowship with our creator.

4. God looked for a man to fill the gap, and found none so He decided to come himself to save us.

5. God shows us that Jesus was called Jehovah in the Old Testament, even though He was Elohim.
Note: The last three 5. The Word again becomes God, 6. The Word comes for judgment and 7. The Word after all things have come to pass is found in the study of the book of Revelation.   Paul the Learner
References:

1. ‘Matthew put together the oracles [of the Lord] in the Hebrew language, and each one interpreted them as best he could.’  Fragments of Papias Pages 155 Anti-Nicene Fathers Book 1
2. ‘The Gospel according to Matthew was written to the Jews. For they lay particular stress upon the fact that Christ [should be] of the seed of David. Matthew also, who had a still greater desire [to establish this point], took particular pains to afford them convincing proof that Christ is of the seed of David; and therefore he commences with [an account of] His genealogy.’   Writings of Irenaeus Pg. 572

3. Matthew, whose occupation was that of a toll-gatherer, was born at Nazareth. He wrote his gospel in Hebrew, which was afterwards translated in Greek by James the Less. The scene of his labors was Parthia, and Ethiopia, in which latter country he suffered martyrdom, being slain with a halberd in the city of Nadabah, A.D. 60.   Fox’s Book of Martyrs Pg. 3
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1. MATTHEW, GOSPEL OF. The first book of the NT. It was undoubtedly placed first in the category of the four gospels because at an early date it was received as authentic and presented the life of Jesus Christ particularly as it affected Jews converted to Christianity.

2. Theme. The subject of the book is outlined in the first verse. The gospel of Matthew is "the book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham" (Matthew 1:1). In this introduction our Lord is related to two of the most important OT covenants, the Davidic (2 Samuel 7:8-16) and the Abrahamic (Genesis 15:18). Matthew, accordingly, describes Jesus Christ in this twofold character. In line with the scope indicated in v. 1 of chap. 1 he sets forth:

(1). First the King the son of David, 
(2). Then the son of Abraham in His obedience unto death. 
In this book the covenant King of Israel, David's "righteous Branch" (Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15) is presented. The first twenty-five chapters deal with the King of the Davidic covenant; His royal birth in Bethlehem, fulfilling Micah 5:2; the ministry of John the Baptist, the King's forerunner, fulfilling Malachi 3:1; the ministry of the King Himself, His rejection by the nation Israel, and His predictions of His second coming in power and great glory. 
S. Lewis Johnson says, "The theme of Matthew, then, is the presentation of the King and His kingdom to the nation in fulfillment of the OT prophecy" (Bibliotheca Sacra 112 [April 1955]: 144). 
Not until the closing part of the book (chaps. 26-28), does Matthew revert to the Abrahamic covenant. He then records the propitiatory death of the son of Abraham. To determine the "structure" and purpose of the gospel, one must take this division in Matthew 1:1 into consideration. The book is peculiarly the gospel for Israel, but as proceeding from the atonement of Christ, a gospel of world outreach.

Author. This gospel was incontestably written by the apostle Matthew, whose original name was Levi. He was a Jew whose father's name was Alphaeus. As he was a tax collector under the Romans at Capernaum and thus a hated publican, it is unthinkable that his name would have been attached to the first gospel had he not been the actual writer of it. Moreover, seventeen independent witnesses of the first four centuries attest its genuineness.

Original Language. Despite the critical claim that Matthew originally wrote the gospel in Aram., this contention has never been proved. If there was an Aram. Original, it disappeared at an early date. The Greek gospel, which is now the church's heritage, was almost beyond doubt written in Matthew's lifetime. The Jewish historian Josephus furnishes an illustration of the fate of the Hebrew original of Matthew, if such ever existed. The celebrated historian himself tells us that he penned his great work "The History of the Jews' Wars" originally in Aram. His native tongue, for the benefit of his own nation and that he subsequently rendered it in Greek.

Date. The book of Matthew, like the other Synoptics and the book of Acts, does not report the fall of Jerusalem and the Temple but describes these events as still future. These books had been written either before this tragedy or a long time after it. It would be indeed rash to put them long after A.D. 70. Therefore, they must have been penned before that date. Since Luke's gospel is earlier than Acts, and Matthew is certainly earlier than Luke, it seems entirely probable that if he wrote an Aram. Original he did so around A.D. 40-45. This would place the Greek Matthew around the middle of the first century A.D. 
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Purpose. Matthew seems definitely to have written to confirm persecuted Jewish believers in their faith and to reconcile them in their thinking that the gospel was not a rejection of OT prophecies but rather an outworking of the great promises of the Abrahamic and Davidic covenants. The Jews needed clear demonstration of the Messiah's Person and work and to have objections removed that hindered unbelieving Jews. The writer accomplishes this purpose by proving: 
1. The kingship of the predicted divine-human Messiah; 
2. That He fulfilled OT predictions in His Person and work; 
3. That He produced the credentials of Israel's King and announced teachings of the kingdom; 
4. And His Person and work were rejected by the nation; 
5. That He announced a new program, His death, resurrection, and second advent; 
6. And that after this present age of His building the church, 
7. He will return to set up His kingdom. 
It is thus uniquely the gospel for the Jews.

(From The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright © 1988.)
Compared with Mark and Luke, Matthew has no less then thirty-one sections which are peculiar to his Gospel; and all more or less bearing on the King and the Kingdom, which are the special subjects of this Gospel.

1. Four events connects with His infancy:

(1). The Visit of the Wise Men (2:1-15).

(2). The massacre at Bethlehem (2:16-18).

(3). The Flight into Egypt (2: 19-22).

(4). The Return to Nazareth (2:23).

2. Ten Parables:

(1). The Tares (13:24-30).




(6). The Laborers in the Vineyard (20:1-16).
(2). The Hid Treasure (13:44).



(7). The Two Sons (21:28-32).

(3). The Pearl (13:45).




(8). The Marriage of the King’s Son (22:1-14).

(4). The Dragnet (13:47).




(9). The Ten Virgins (25:1-13).

(5). The Unmerciful Servant (18:23-35).


(10). The Talents (25:14-46).

3. Two Miracles:

(1). The Two Blind Men (20:30-34).

(2). The Coin in the Fish’s Mouth (17:24-27).

4. Nine Special Discourses:

(1). The Sermon on the Mount  (5-7).



(6). His Rejection of the Generation (21:43).

(2). The Invitation to the Weary (11:28-30).


(7). The Eight Woes (23).

(3)  Idle Words (12:36, 37).




(8). The Prophecy on Olivet (24:1-25:46).
(4). The Revelation to Peter (16:17-19).


(9). The Commission and Promise (28:18-20).

(5). Humility and Forgiveness (18:15-15-35).




5.  Six events in connection with His Passion:

(1). The Conspiracy and Suicide of Judas (26:14-16; 27:3-11).

(2). The Dream of Pilate’s Wife (27:19).

(3). The Resurrection of Saints after His Resurrection (27:52, 53).

(4). The suggested Plot about His Body (27:62-64).

(5). The Watch at the Sepulchre (27:65, 66).

(6). The Earthquake on the Resurrection Morning (28:2).

Most of these have to do with the special object of this Gospel.                     The Companion Bible
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The words and expressions peculiar to this Gospel have the same purpose:

1. Such as “the kingdom of heaven,” which occurs thirty-two times and not once in any other Gospel;

2. “Father in heaven,” which occurs fifteen times in Matthew, only twice in Mark, and not once in Luke.
3. “Son of David,” ten times in Matthew, three times in Mark, and three times in Luke;

4. “The end of the age” only found in Matthew;

5. “That it might be fulfilled which was spoken,” nine times im Matthew, and nowhere else;

6. “That which was spoken,” or “it was spoken,” fourteen times in Matthew, and nowhere else.

7. Although, Matthew has sixty references to the Old Testament, for the Law and the Prophets were fulfilled in the coming of the Messiah. The verb rheo occurs twenty times (fourteen times of the prophets, and six times in the Sermon on the Mount, rendered “say,” [Matthew 5:21, 27, 31, 33, 38, 43]

In our study of the Gospel of Matthew we will be using many different sources:

1. Archeological Writings of the Sanhedrim and Talmuds of the Jews. These can be found in the manuscripts found in Constantinople and the records of the Caesars of Rome in the Senatorial Docket found at the Vatican at Rome.
2. The works of Bishop John Chrysostom of Constantinople in the year 400 A.D.

3. The Christian Jewish Commentary.

4. The Jewish Text of the Christian Scriptures.

5. And other works as well.

We are not planning to go into the Greek text or interpretation of this work. This is also not a study of the four Gospels, that has already been done, see The Life Of Christ at www.lakesideministries.com   











Paul the Learner 1/31/08 start

Note: When we think of the name of God in the book of Genesis we naturally think of the name ELOHIM as the God who created all things. But I want to call your attention to another name that starts in Genesis 2:4 the name is Yahweh Elohim or The Lord God. So we find the name Yahweh or Jehovah the self-existent or eternal one was the creator of all things as we see in studying the book of Genesis. We know this Supreme Being as Jesus the Word of the Living God.                                                                        Paul the Learner 
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