I Peter
Introduction
Notes on First Peter:
1. The writer is unquestionably the apostle whose name the Epistle bears. “Simon, son of Jona” was one of the earliest disciples, of whom all that we know is furnished by the Gospels and Acts, apart from the incidents recorded in Galatians 1 and 2.

2. His surname (Cephas) occurs four times in the First Epistle to the Corinthians. The apostle “of the circumcision” (Galatians 2:7); yet through him “at the first” (Acts 15:14) the door was opened to the Gentiles.
3. Nothing certain is known of him after the Council of the apostles at Jerusalem (Acts 15), and there is not the least proof that he ever visited Rome, much less that he was “bishop” there: 
(a) We know that he was imprisoned in Jerusalem (Acts 12) A.D. 44; 
(b) In the year 51 A. D. he was at the Council of Acts 15; 
(c) In 52 A.D. he joined Paul at Antioch (Galatians 2); 
(d) In 58 A.D. Paul, writing to Romans, makes no mention of Peter, although he greets many others; 
(e) In 61 A.D. Paul, was sent a prisoner to Rome, and at the meetings with brethren and others Peter’s name is not once mentioned; at Rome were written by the apostle of the Gentiles the letters to Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, yet Peter is never referred to; 
(f) Finally, Paul’s latest letter was written from Rome, and in it we read, “Only Luke is with me” (2 Timothy 4:11).
(g) We have no record of Peter’s death, [unless you count The Ante-Nicene Fathers volume 8 and Foxes Book of Martyrs which states, ‘Peter went to Rome; Paul being there also at this time. In the year 64 A.D, the Emperor Nero crucified him upside down], but our Lord’s words (John 21:18, 19) plainly indicate death by martyrdom.
(h) It is noteworthy that never in the least degree does Peter claim pre-eminence over the other apostles, but writes as a fellow worker, e. g. 1 Peter 5:1.
4. Written to (literally) “the elect sojourner of the dispersion (see John 7:35; James 1:1) of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.” 
5. Teaching. The practical character of the Epistle is marked, and is illustrated by reference to the Divine dealings recorded in the Old Testament. Admonition, exhortation, and encouragement, for all circumstances, show how faithfully the apostle obeyed his Lord’s command to feed the flock of God.
6. In 5:12 he refers to his brief epistle as “exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand” (lit. “In which stand ye”). So far as is known, he had never seen those to whom he wrote, nor does he make reference to a single one of those “strangers” who had doubtless been taught by Paul and his fellow-workers in their “journeying’s often.” 
7. Thus the teachings delivered to them by “our brother Paul” is that to which Peter refers as “the true grace of God wherein ye stand” (compare 1 Corinthians 15:1).
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8. Time of writing was probably about A.D. 60, and the Epistle was written from Babylon (5:13).

THE STRUCTURE OF THE EPISTLE OF 1 PETER

A  1:1, 2.

Epistolary.

  B  1:3-12.
   
    Introduction. Thanksgiving; foreshadowing the subject of the Epistle.

     C  1:13-2:10.
       Exhortations (General) in view of the end.

         D  2:11-4:6.

Exhortations (Particular) as to sufferings and glory.

     C  4:7-19.

       Exhortations (General) in view of the end.

         D  5:1-9.


Exhortations (Particular) as to sufferings and glory.

  B  5:10, 11.

    Conclusion. Prayer; embodying the object of the Epistle.

A  5:12-14.

Epistolary.

WHERE THERE'S CHRIST, THERE'S HOPE
While there's life, there's hope!" That ancient Roman saying is still quoted today and, like most adages, it has an element of truth but no guarantee of certainty. It is not the fact of life that determines hope, but the faith of life. A Christian believer has a "living hope" (1 Peter 1:3, NASB) because his faith and hope are in God (1 Peter 1:21). This "living hope" is the major theme of Peter's first letter. He is saying to all believers, "Be hopeful!"

Before we study the details of this fascinating letter, let's get acquainted with the man who wrote it, the people to whom he sent it, and the particular situation that prompted him to write.

He identified himself as "Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 1:1). Some liberals have questioned whether a common fisherman could have penned this letter, especially since Peter and John were both called "unlearned and ignorant men" (Acts 4:13). However, this phrase only means "laymen without formal schooling"; that is, they were not professional religious leaders. 

We must never underestimate the training Peter had for three years with the Lord Jesus, nor should we minimize the work of the Holy Spirit in his life. Peter is a perfect illustration of the truth expressed in 1 Cor 1:26-31.
His given name was Simon, but Jesus changed it to Peter, which means "a stone" (John 1:35-42). The Aramaic equivalent of "Peter" is "Cephas," so Peter was a man with three names. Nearly fifty times in the New Testament, he is called "Simon"; and often he is called "Simon Peter." Perhaps the two names suggest a Christian's two natures: an old nature (Simon) that is prone to fail, and a new nature (Peter) that can give victory. As Simon, he was only another human piece of clay, but Jesus Christ made a rock out of him!
Peter and Paul were the two leading apostles in the early church. Paul was assigned especially to minister to the Gentiles, and Peter to the Jews (Gal 2:1-10). The Lord had commanded Peter to strengthen his brethren (Luke 22:32) and to tend the flock (John 21:15-17; also see 1 Peter 5:1-4), and the writing of this letter was a part of that ministry. Peter told his readers that this was a letter of encouragement and personal witness (1 Peter 5:12). 
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Some writings are manufactured out of books, the way freshmen students write term papers; but this letter grew out of a life lived to the glory of God. A number of events in Peter's life are woven into the fabric of this epistle.
This letter is also associated with Silas (Silvanus, 1 Peter 5:12). He was one of the "chief men" in the early church (Acts 15:22) and a prophet (Acts 15:32). This means that he communicated God's messages to the congregations as he was directed by the Holy Spirit (see 1 Cor 14). The Apostles and prophets worked together to lay the foundation of the church (Eph 2:20); and, once that foundation was laid, they passed off the scene. There are no apostles and prophets in the New Testament sense in the church today.

(From The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
Note To day we call an Apostle a missionary and as for Prophets, they are few and far between, because of fear and ignorance concerning there ministry.  Paul the Learner
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