I Thessalonians
Introduction
THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS.
OVER VIEW OF EPISTLE:

A  1:1.


Epistolary.
Introduction.

  B  1:2-3:10. 

   Thanksgiving.
Narration.
Appeal.

     C  3:11-13.

       Prayer.

  B  4:1-5:22.

   Exhortation.

Instruction.

     C  5:23-25.

       Prayer.

A  5:26-28.

Epistolary.
Conclusion.

INTRODUCTORY NOTES:

General Information:

1. The church of the Thessalonians was planted by Paul, in association with Silas and Timothy (Acts 17:1-9).

2. Although some of the Jews believed, it was composed mainly of Gentiles, and their joyful reception of the message of the word of God was the prelude to active missionary operations in all Achaia and Macedonia (1:8), a territory about as large as Great Britain.
3. In this respect especially they were a model church. From them sounded forth “the word of the Lord,” and they became examples to believers, showing the power of that word in their lives.
4. The apostle writes in a joyful spirit, for he had just received from Timothy glad tiding of their faith and love (3:6).
The Epistle:

A. A large part of the Epistle is occupied with the doctrine of the Lord’s coming, that coming which He Himself announced in Matthew 24:36; 25:31; 26:64; and so forth, the same coming of which He spoke in Acts 1:7, “It is not for you to know the times and the seasons, which the Father hath put in His own power.”

B. The similarity of Paul’s language, concerning “the times and the seasons” (5:1), bears instruction for us.
C. Indeed throughout the Epistle the nearness of that coming is emphasized (1:10; 2:12, 19; 3:13; 4:13-18; 5:1-11, 23).
D. But, as has been well observed, that which draws near may withdraw also, and such we know to be the case, for owing to His people’s rejection of the King and kingdom, the latter is in abeyance till the “times of the Gentiles” are ended.
E. 1 and 2 Thessalonians are unique in many respects; e.g. chronologically, as well as canonically; the use of special terms in relation to the coming (Parousia and epiphaneia) of our Lord. And they are the only Epistles addressed to a church specifically.
F. This Epistle is the earliest of the writings of Paul, having been sent out from Corinth about the end of 52 or the beginning of 53 A.D. Some hold that, of all the books of the New Testament, it was the first written.
INTRODUCTION

The times of the Gentiles:

(a) In Luke 21:24 the Lord indicates that Jerusalem will continue in Gentile dominion “until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” [This took place in 1948 A.D. when Israel became a nation again]. 

(b) Zechariah 12:2; 14:2-3 indicate that this will not be until the Second Advent, but what does the scripture state, 1. ‘I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about.’ Zech. 12:2. And 2. ‘And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people.’ Zech. 12:3. 

(c) So we see that Israel has been a ‘cup of trembling’ to the nations around her and Jerusalem has indeed become ‘a burdensome stone’ for the world.
(d) Many preachers believed that Jerusalem would not become the property of Israel until the great tribulation started. Well they were wrong. 
Note: We have a possibility of the Gentiles fighting against Israel and gaining control over Israel and then the Lord fighting those nations and freeing His people. ‘For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken…Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.’  Zechariah 14:2, 3. 
For more information on the Rapture of the Church see:

1. www.lakesideministries.com
2. Topical Studies.
3. Prophecy
4. The Rapture.
Paul the Learner 
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