II Thessalonians
Chapter Three
 2 Thess 3:1-5
‎3:1Pray for Us Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with you, 2and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men; for not all have faith. 3But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one. 4And we have confidence in the Lord concerning you, both that you do and will do the things we command you. 5Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the patience of Christ. NKJV
5. Confession of confidence. 3:1-5
A. Request for Prayer. 3:1, 2.
The request of 1 Thess 5:25 is repeated, with an added note of urgency due to the militant opposition of faithless men.
2 Thess 3:1-2

May have free course is literally may run, stressing both the vital, active nature of the word of the Lord (i.e., Christ's word) and the urgency with which the apostles desired to spread it (cf. Ps 147:15). Be glorified. By being received and obeyed (cf. Acts 13:48; Titus 2:10). With you. See 1 Thess 1:6; 2:13 for their wholehearted reception of the Gospel. 

2. Delivered. See note on 1 Thess 1:10. Unreasonable. Perverse, improper. Wicked, in an actively, deliberately harmful sense. See Acts 18:6, 12 for glimpses of this Jewish opposition. Have not faith. An understatement; these men not only refused to believe but threatened all who did.
(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1962 by Moody Press. All rights reserved.)
Homily 4 - 2 Thessalonians 3:1, 2
Chapter 3:1. "Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run and be glorified, even as also it is with you."
He indeed had prayed for them, that they might be stablished; and now he asks of them, entreating them to pray for him, not that he may not incur danger, for to this he was appointed, but that "the word of the Lord may run and be glorified, even as also it is with you." And the request is accompanied with commendation. "Even as also it is with you."

Ver. 2. "And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and evil men; for all have not faith."

This is the manner of one showing also his dangers as to which especially he besought them. "From unreasonable and evil men," he says, "for all have not faith." Thus he is speaking of those who contradict the Preaching, who oppose and contend against the doctrines for this he has intimated by saying, "For all men have not faith." 
And here he seems to me not to glance at dangers, but at the men who contradicted and hindered his word, as did Alexander the copper-smith. For he says, "he greatly withstood our words." (2 Tim 4:15.) That is, there are some to whom it is given. As if he were speaking of a paternal inheritance, that "it is not for all to serve in the Palace." 
CHAPTER THREE
And at the same time he also excites them, as already having such ground of confidence as to be able both to deliver their Teacher from dangers, and to facilitate his preaching.
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B. Reminder of God's Faithfulness. 3:3-5. 
This opposition was marked for failure because a faithful God is stronger than faithless men.
2 Thess 3:3-4
See 1 Thess 5:24. Stablish. Cf. 1 Thess 3:2; 2 Thess 2:17. Keep, i.e., guard, protect. From evil. From the evil one, Satan (cf. Matt 6:13). 
4. In the Lord. The faithfulness of God helps to assure the obedient response of the Thessalonians both in the present (ye both do) and in the future (will do). Which we command you seem to refer to the instructions to follow (2 Thess 3:6ff.).
(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1962 by Moody Press. All rights reserved.)
Homily 5 - 2 Thessalonians 3:3-5 John Chrysostom AD 400
“But the Lord is faithful, who shall establish you, and guard you from the evil one. And we have confidence in the Lord touching you that ye both do and will do the things which we command you. And the Lord directs your hearts into the love of God, and into the patience of Christ."
Neither ought we, having committed everything to the prayers of the Saints, to be idle ourselves, and run into wickedness, and to lay hold of nothing; nor again when working good to despise that succor. For great indeed are the things which prayer for us can effect, but it is when we ourselves also work. 

For this reason Paul also, praying for them, and again giving them assurance from the promise, says, "But the Lord is faithful, who shall establish you, and guard you from the evil one" For if He has chosen you to salvation, He does not deceive you, nor suffer you utterly to perish. 

But that should themselves sleep, see how he also demands cooperation from them, saying, "And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command you." "The Lord" indeed, he says, "is faithful," and having promised to save will certainly save; but as He promised. And how did He promise? If we be willing, and hear Him; not simply (hearing), nor like stocks and stones, bring inactive.

Ver. 4
And he has well introduced the words, "We have confidence in the Lord," that is, we trust to His loving kindness. Again he brings them down, making everything depend thereupon. For if he had said, We have confidence in you, the commendation indeed was great, but it would not have taught them to make all things dependent upon God. 

And if he had said, We have confidence in the Lord, that He will preserve you, and had not added "as touching you," and, "that ye do and will do the things which we command you," he would have made them more slothful, by casting everything upon the power of God. For it becomes us indeed to cast everything upon Him, yet working also ourselves, embarked in the labors and the conflicts. 
CHAPTER THREE
And he shows that even if our virtue alone were sufficient to save, yet nevertheless it ought to be persevering, and to abide with us until we come to our latest breath.

Ver. 5
"But the Lord," he says, "directs your hearts into the love of God, and the patience of Christ."
Again he commends them, and prays, showing his concern for them. For when he is about to enter upon reproof, he previously smoothes down their minds, by saying, "I am confident that ye will hear," and by requesting prayers from them, and by again invoking upon them infinite blessings.

"But the Lord," he says, "directs your hearts into the love of God." For there are many things that turn us aside from love, and there are many paths that draw us away from thence: 

1. In the first place the path of Mammon [money], laying, as it were, certain shameless hands upon our soul, and tenaciously holding it in its grasp draws and drags us thence even against our will. 

2. Then vainglory, 

3. And often afflictions 

4. And temptations turn us aside. 

For this reason we need, as a certain wind, the assistance of God, that our sail may be impelled, as by some strong wind, to the love of God. For tell me not, "I love Him, even more than myself." These are words. Show it to me by thy works, if thou love Him more than thyself. Love Him more than money, and then I shall believe that thou love Him even more than thyself. 

But thou who despises not riches for the sake of God, how wilt thou despise thyself? But why do I say riches? Thou who despises not covetousness, which thou oughtest to do even without the commandments of God, how wilt thou despise thyself?

"And into the patience of Christ," he says. What is "into the patience"? That we should endure even as He endured, or that we should do those things, or that with patience also we should wait for Him, that is, that we should be prepared. For since He has promised many things, and Himself is coming to judge the quick and the dead, let us wait for Him, and let us be patient. But wherever he speaks of patience, he of course implies affliction. For this is to love God; to endure, and not to be troubled.

(from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 13, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)
3:6-15
ADMONITION.

C
D-1  3:6.

Charge to the orderly.

         E-1  3:7-9.
   The example of Paul and the brethren.

     D-2  3:10.

Charge to the non-workers.

         E-2  3:11.
   Instance of such.

     D-3  3:12, 13.
Charge to the disorderly.

        E-3  3:14, 15.         The disobedient to be admonished.

CHAPTER THREE

6. Commandments to work. 3:6-15

With apostolic authority Paul attacks the problem of laziness which was plaguing the Thessalonian church. Reminding his friends of his own diligence, he commands firm yet loving discipline of the idle.
A. Shun the Idle. 3:6. 
We command, as an officer his troops. Brethren. Paul's sternness does not throttle his affection. The apostle derived his authority from the Lord. Disorderly. Out of rank; cf. "unruly” in 1 Thess 5:14. Tradition (cf. 2 Thess 2:15) includes both Paul's personal example and his written instruction (1 Thess 4:11-12).
B. Imitate Us. 3:7-9.
    
2 Thess 3:7-9
Follow. Imitate, emulate (Arndt). Behaved not we disorderly is an understatement. Paul's example of industry was not only untarnished but brilliant. 

8. Eat bread means to gain a livelihood (cf. 2 Sam 9:7; Amos 7:12). For naught. Without cost. This verse resembles 1 Thess 2:9 but stresses Paul's example of diligence rather than his integrity of purpose. 

9. Power, i.e., apostolic authority to gain his living from his hearers (cf. 1 Thess 2:6). Ensample. Example, pattern (cf. 1 Thess 1:7). Follow. Cf. 2 Thess 3:7.
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Homily 5 - 2 Thessalonians 3:6-9
Ver. 6. "Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly and not after the tradition which they received of us."
That is, it is not we that say these things, but Christ, for that is the meaning of "in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ"; equivalent to "through Christ." Showing the fearfulness of the message, he says, through Christ. Christ therefore commanded us in no case to be idle. "That ye withdraw yourselves," he says, "from every brother." 
Tell me not of the rich, tell me not of the poor, and tell me not of the holy. This is disorder. "That walketh," he says, that is, liveth. "And not after the tradition which they received from me." Tradition, he says, which is through works. And this he always calls properly tradition.

Ver. 7, 8. "For yourselves know how ye ought to imitate us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you; neither did we eat bread for naught at any man's hand."

And yet even if they had eaten, it would not have been for naught. "For the laborer," he says, "is worthy of his hire." (Luke 10:7.)

"But in labor and travail, working night and day, that we might not burden any of you. Not because we have not the right, but to make ourselves an ensample unto you that ye should imitate us. For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, if any will not work, neither let him eat."

CHAPTER THREE

See how in the former Epistle indeed he discourses somewhat more mildly concerning these things; as when he says, "We beseech you, brethren,-that ye would abound more and more-and that ye study"(1 Thess 4:1-11)-and nowhere does he say, "we command," nor "in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ," which was fearful and implied danger. 
But that "ye abound," he says, and "study," which are the words of one exhorting to virtue; "that ye may walk honestly" (becomingly), he says. (1 Thess 4:12.) But here is nothing of this kind, but "if any one will not work," says he, "neither let him eat." For if Paul, not being under a necessity, and having a right to be idle, and having undertaken so great a work, did nevertheless work, and not merely work, but "night and day," so that he was able even to assist others,-much more ought others to do this.
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C. Work or Do Not Eat. 3:10. 
The imperfect tense of we commanded shows that more than once Paul had urged them to diligence with these words: If any would not work, etc. Would not shows that this is willful inactivity. This saying may be based on Jewish interpretation of Gen 3:19.
D. Exhort the Idle. 3:11-13.

2 Thess 3:11-12
We hear. Unhappy news spread as easily as the report of the believers' faith (1 Thess 1:8-9). Disorderly. Cf. 2 Thess 3:6-7. The force of the nice pun is brought out by Ellicott (cited in Milligan): "doing no business (working not at all) but being busybodies." 

12. Paul addresses the troublemakers. We command. Cf. 3:6, 10 for similar tone of authority. Exhort (cf. 1 Thess 2:11) adds a note of tenderness but retains the urgency. By our Lord, etc. Paul views himself as Christ's spokesman. With quietness. In contrast to the disorder frequently noted (2 Thess 3:6-7, 11). Eat. Cf. 3:8.
(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1962 by Moody Press. All rights reserved.)
Homily 5 - 2 Thessalonians 3:11, 12
Ver. II. "For we hear of some that walk among you disorderly, that work not at all, but are busybodies."
This indeed he says here; but there, in the first Epistle, he says, "that ye may walk honestly towards them that are without." On what account? Perhaps there was as yet no such thing. For upon another occasion also admonishing, he says, "It is more blessed to give than to receive." (Acts 20:35.) But the expression, "walk honestly" has no reference to disorder; wherefore he added, "that ye may have need of nothing." (1 Thess 4:12.) 

And here he sets down another necessity, for thus doing what was honorable and good towards all. (For as he proceeds, he says, "be not weary in well doing.") For certainly he that is idle and yet able to work must needs be a busybody. 

CHAPTER THREE
But alms are given to those only who are not able to support themselves by the work of their own hands, or who teach, and are wholly occupied in the business of teaching. "For thou shalt not muzzle the ox," he says, "when he treadeth out the corn." (Deut 25:4.) "And the laborer is worthy of his hire." (1 Tim 5:18, and Luke 10:7.) 
So that neither is he idle, but receives the reward of work and great work too. But to pray and fast being idle, is not the work of the hands. For the work that he is here speaking of is the work of the hands. And that you may not suspect any such thing, he has added,

"That work not at all, but are busybodies. Now them that are such we command and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ."

Because he had touched them severely, wishing to render his discourse more mild, he adds, "through the Lord," again what is authoritivate and fearful.

Ver. 12
"That with quietness," he says, "they work, and eat their own bread."

For why has he not said, but if they are not disorderly let them be maintained by you; but requires both, that they be quiet, and that they work? "That they may eat their own bread," says he, not that of another.
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2 Thess 3:13

But ye. The whole church. Regardless of the conduct of the indolent, be not weary, i.e., do not flag or become slack. The aorist tense suggests that they had not yet begun to do so. To do the right thing (well doing) is never easy, but it becomes exceedingly difficult under irritating circumstances such as these.
E. Warn and Discipline the Disobedient. 3:14, 15.
    
2 Thess 3:14-18

This epistle is Paul's last word on this matter of laziness. Anyone who disobeys is to be a 'marked man' (note that man) with whom believers are not to mix (company).The purpose of this ostracism was not punitive but corrective, Paul's hope being that the sense of shame would bring the offender into line. Such social pressure is especially effective in a close-knit, clan-like society, such as this company of believers. 

15. Love is to prevail. The idle loafer is not to be considered an enemy but a brother. Admonish. Cf. 1 Thess 5:12, 14.
(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1962 by Moody Press. All rights reserved.)
CHAPTER THREE
Homily 5 - 2 Thessalonians 3:13-15
Ver. 13. "But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing."
See how immediately the fatherly heart was overcome. He was not able to carry out his reproof farther, but again pitied them. And see with what discretion! He has not said, But pardon them, until they are amended; but what? "But ye be not weary in well doing." Withdraw yourselves, he says, from them, and reprove them; do not, however, suffer them to idle? 
In that case, he says, I have spoken of a mild remedy, that you withdraw yourselves from him, that is, do not partake with him in free conversation; show that you are angry. This is no little matter. For such is the reproof that is given to a brother, if we wish really to amend him. We are not ignorant of the methods of reproof. For tell me, if you had a brother in the flesh, would you then overlook him pining with hunger? Truly I think not; but perhaps you would even correct him.

Ver. 14. "And if any man obeyed not our word by this Epistle." 
He has not said He that disobeys, disobeys me, but "note that man." This is no slight chastisement. "Have no company with him." Then again he says, "That he may be ashamed." And he does not permit them to proceed farther. For as he had said, "if any does not work neither let him eat" fearing lest they should perish by hunger, he has added, "But in doing good, be not ye weary." 
Thus having said, "Withdraw yourselves, and have no company with him," then fearing lest this very thing might cut him off from the brotherhood-for he who gives himself up to despair will quickly. Be lost if he is not admitted to freedom of conversation-he has added.

Ver. 15. "Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother."

By this he shows that he has assigned a heavy punishment against him, in depriving him of freedom of conversation.

"Admonish them," he says, "as brethren," do not insult them as enemies. He, who admonishes his brother, does it not publicly. He does not make an open show of the insult, but he does it privately and with much address, and grieving, as hurt, and weeping and lamenting. 
Let us below therefore with the disposition of a brother, let us admonish with the good will of a brother, not as if we grieved at giving, but as if we grieved for his transgressing the commandment. 
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VII. Conclusion. 3:16-18.

A. Blessing. 3:16. 
Human effort alone cannot bring spiritual well-being (peace). This is a gift of Christ, who promised his disciples peace (John 14:27; 16:33) and is here called Lord of peace (cf. note on 1 Thess 5:23). Always by all means. Continually in any kind of circumstance. With you all. Even with the idlers.
B. Paul's Signature. 3:17. 
The token. Paul's handwriting at the close of his letters was the sign of their authority (cf. 1 Cor 16:21; Gal 6:11; Col 4:18). So I write. Calling to their attention his style of handwriting, a necessary precaution (cf. 2 Thess 2:2).
CHAPTER THREE

C. Benediction. 3:18.
 See note on 1 Thess 5:28. All. This blessing includes even the troublemakers.    
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Homily 5 - 2 Thessalonians 3:16-18
Ver. 16. "Now the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all times in all ways."
See how, when he mentions the things that are to be done, he sets his mark upon them by prayer, adding prayer and supplication, like certain marks set upon things that are laid up. "Give you peace," he says, "at all times, in all ways." 

For since it was likely that contentions would arise from these things, those men becoming exasperated, and the others not supplying such persons so readily as formerly, he with good reason now offered this prayer for them, saying, "Give you peace at all times." For this is what is sought, that they may ever have it. 

"In every way," says he. What is, "in every"? So that they may have no occasion of contention from any quarter. For everywhere peace is a good thing, even towards those who are without. For hear him elsewhere saying, "If it be possible, as much as in you lieth, be at peace with all men." (Rom 12:18.) 

For nothing is so conducive to the right performance of the things which we wish, as to be peaceable and undisturbed, and to be free from all hatred, and to have no enemy.” The Lord be with you all."

Ver. 17, 18. "The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand, which is the token in every Epistle: so I write. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all."
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