I Timothy
Introduction
CANONICAL ORDER OF THE PERSONAL EPISTLES OF PAUL
A  1 TIMOTHY. Earlier period. Timothy at Ephesus. Organized assemblies. Instruction as to officers and their duties. Assemblies seen in their order and rule.

  B  2 TIMOTHY. Later period. Organization ignored. Orderly rule succeeded by ruin. Officers superseded by “faithful men” Individual.

A  TITUS. Earlier period. Organized assemblies as in 1 Timothy.
  B  PHILEMON. Later period. Practical exhibition of individual walk in the truth of the later Epistles.

THE FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY IN STRUCTURE FORM.

A  1:1, 2.

Benediction.

  B  1:3-20.

   Admonition.

Practical.

     C  2:1-3:13.
       Instruction and discipline.

       D  3:14, 15.
         Intended visit and interval.

          E  3:16.

           The mystery of Godliness.

          E  4:1-12.

The mystery of iniquity.

       D  4:13-16.
         Intended visit and interval.

     C  5:1-6:2.   
       Instruction and discipline.

   B  6:3-21-.

    Admonition.
Practical.

A  6:-21.

Benediction.

INTRODUCTORY NOTES:

1. Timothy a son of a Gentile father and of a Jewish mother,

2. Timothy was born either at Derbe or Lystra, probably the latter.

3. He is already a “disciple” when first mentioned (Acts 16:1).

4. His father is nowhere names, but his mother, Eunice, and his grandmother, Lois, have secured honorable mention wherever the Scriptures are read (2 Timothy 1:5; 3:14).

5. Most likely Timothy had been brought to the light during the apostle’s first visit to Lystra, and thereafter the two were much in association.

6. Paul refers to him in affectionate terms as his own son in the faith, his dearly beloved son, his son Timothy,

7. And while undergoing his second imprisonment at Rome he earnestly begged that his fellow-worker should come to him. See also Philippians 2:19-22.
This, the earliest of the three Pastoral Epistles, as they are termed, was written probably in A.D. 67 but it is not known where the apostle was at the time, although, some think he was at Troas, others in Macedonia.

To Timothy were given the earliest instruction for orderly arrangement in the church, these instructions being of the simplest nature, and, as Dean Alford well observes with regard to the Pastoral Epistles as a whole, the directions given “are altogether of an ethical, not of a hierarchical, kind.” These directions afford no warrant whatever for the widespread organizations of the “churches” as carried on to-day.
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Even in the earliest period the increasing heresies are much in evidence. Some there were who had swerved and turned aside altogether; others denied vital truth and thus overthrew “the faith of some.” Hence Paul’s constant warnings against such, and instructions to enlighten the opposers, “if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth.” How the leaven spread is only too plainly shown in Paul’s Second Epistle, which has been aptly termed a picture of the ruin of the church through departure from the apostolic doctrine.
These three letters are called the Pastoral Epistles because they consist chiefly of instructions and admonitions to two pastors, Timothy and Titus. There contents revolve about three main subjects:

1. False teaching,

2. Directions for a definite church policy,

3. And adherence to the traditional doctrines of the Church.

Paul suffered two Roman imprisonments, which would place the writing of 1 Timothy and Titus during the interval between them, and 2 Timothy at the time of the second imprisonment, That would make 1 Timothy about A.D. 65, and Titus, about A.D. 66, 67, and then 2 Timothy, would be about A.D. 67, 68.

(a) Luke, in recording the fact of Paul’s two-year imprisonment in Rome, certainly would have known that the Apostle had been martyred at its termination, had such been the case, and would have included the account of his death. That he does not do so, is evidence of the fact that Paul was liberated from his first Roman imprisonment.
(b) The condition of heresy and false teaching in the Church as reflected in the Pastoral Epistles, did not obtain during the time in which the other Pauline letters were written, which places the former after Paul’s first Roman imprisonment.
(c) The style and diction of the Pastoral Epistles is so similar, and so dissimilar to the other Pauline letters, that the former must have been written in close succession, one after another and not during the time of the writing of the other letters.

Eusebius writes: “Paul is said, after having defended himself, to have set forth again upon the ministry of preaching and to have entered the same city a second time, and to have there ended his life by martyrdom. Whilst then a prisoner, he wrote the Second Epistle to Timothy, in which he both mentions his first defense, and his impending death.”
Argument or Introduction by Archbishop of Constantinople John Chrysostom
1. Timothy too was one of the disciples of the Apostle Paul. To the extraordinary qualities of this youth testimony is borne by Luke, who informs us, that he was "well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra and Iconium." (Acts 16:2.) He became at once a disciple and a teacher, and gave this singular instance of his prudence, that hearing Paul preach without insisting upon circumcision, and understanding that he had formerly withstood Peter upon that point, he chose not only not to preach against it, but to submit to that rite. For Paul, it is said, "took and circumcised him" (Acts 16:3.), though he was of adult age, and so trusted him with his whole economy. 
The affection of Paul for him is a sufficient evidence of his character. For he elsewhere says of him, "Ye know the proof of him, that as a son with a father, he hath served with me in the Gospel." (Phil 2:22.) And to the Corinthians again he writes: "I have sent unto you Timothy, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord." (1 Cor 4:17.) 
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And again: "Let no man despise him, for he worketh the work of the Lord, as I also do." (1 Cor 16:10, 11.) And to the Hebrews he writes, "Know that our brother Timothy is set at liberty." (Heb 13:23.) Indeed his love for him is everywhere apparent, and the miracles that are now wrought still attest his claims. 

2. If it should be asked why he addresses Epistles to Titus and Timothy alone, though Silas was approved, as also was Luke, for he writes, "Only Luke is with me" (2 Tim 4:11), and Clement was one of his associates, of whom he says, "with Clement and other my fellow-laborers" (Phil 4:3), for what reason then does he write only to Titus and Timothy? 

It is because he had already committed the care of churches to these, and certain marked places had been assigned to them, but the others were in attendance upon him. For so preeminent in virtue was Timothy, that his youth was no impediment to his promotion; therefore he writes, "Let no man despise thy youth" (1 Tim 4:12, and v. 2); and again, "The younger women as sisters." For where there is virtue, all other things are superfluous, and there can be no impediment. 

Therefore when the Apostle discourses of Bishops, among the many things he requires of them, he makes no particular mention of age. And if he speaks of a Bishop "being the husband of one wife," and "having his children in subjection" (1 Tim 3:2, 4), this is not said, as if it were necessary he should have a wife and children; but that if any should happen from a secular life to be advanced to that office, they might be such as knew how to preside over their household and children, and all others committed to them. For if a man were both secular and deficient in these points, how should he be intrusted with the care of the Church?
3. But why, you will say, does he address an Epistle to a disciple already appointed to the office of a Teacher? Ought he not to have been made perfect for his office, before he was sent? Yes; but the instruction which he needed was not that which was suited to a disciple, but that which was proper for a Teacher. You will perceive him therefore through the whole Epistle adapting his instructions to a Teacher. Thus at the very beginning he does not say, "Do not attend to those who teach otherwise," but, "Charge them that they teach no other doctrine." (1 Tim 1:3.)
(from Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Series 1, Volume 13, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)
X. Paul
Paul, the apostle, who before was called Saul, after his great travail and unspeakable labors in promoting the Gospel of Christ, suffered also in this first persecution under Nero. Abdias declares that under his execution Nero sent two of his esquires, Ferega and Parthemius, to bring him word of his death. 
They, coming to Paul instructing the people, desired him to pray for them, that they might believe; who told them that shortly after they should believe and be baptized at His sepulcher. This done, the soldiers came and led him out of the city to the place of execution, where he, after his prayers made, gave his neck to the sword.
(From Fox's Book of Martyrs, PC Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)
Note: What Paul prophesied about Ferega and Parthemius did accept Christ and gave there lives for doing so.
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